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Foreword 



An infant ryiiun. Cokunel WilliaJti E. Lc Gro, 
USA (Ret.), fought in New Guinea and the Philip- 
pine* in l'*-H iind 1943. Sub*c*juciH service included 
mxtp and MalT dwy in Germany and Korea and 
graduation from Ihe Army War College As a grad 11- 
ute sludent a1 American University tn I9*jtand 196*, 
(he mi hi t special i red in livA and SauihcjiM Ana 
He w»* also concerned wnh fvnmhriiM Amu while 
awgned to the office of [be Army'* Deputy Chief of 
SiaflT Tor OpenrJou to 19m juhJ 1%J. Colonel he 
Urn served in Vn-in.un in 1^66 jnd IW js G-2, 1st 
tnfaniry Division, and was Director of Aiian Studies 
ai die Army War College From 1969 to 1971 From 
December 1972 until 29 April 1975. he was a senior 
MalT officer with i he U 5 Military Asmtmcr Com- 
mand, Vietnam, iind its successor agency, 1he US 
[lelVnsi.- A: 1. 1 ..he Office. Saigon. 

The Mi'wv f% :i Ml.t i nins. and conclusions pri-waii,-*] 
here lire (h"M; <>f ihe juHior .mil mil necessarily 
tlmse el l ho I >i-p;ir I nu-nt of the Army, ihc Dirpart- 
niL-nl of Defence, m ll«L- Ik-par miL-nl of Slate l-"acul- 
t> and siudents al service schools will find Ihe honk 
useful, however, and it will be a valuable source for 
historians. 

Doikh.as Kl«NA«t» 
Hnj;n<lnM I pl iil t.lI. USA (RcU 
Chief of ' Xflhkrry Ifnlvrv 



Introduction 



] In- final declaration of the Geneva Conference 
on [hi' pmhlcms of restoring peace in Indochina svas 
ilali-d J! J i; I > 1 hu- second «Jt in Indochina 

bejijii two years later « I he deadline passed for 
reunification elrcEums and ended on 27 January 
197J as "The Agreement tun Ending the W*r ur>d 
Restoring. Prove in Vietnam" tool effect Bui I he 
two-year r«|Hlc Ihat followed the Geneva Canfer- 
ncc of I'M was neil to be repeated. Whai could be 
called :i Ihird Indochina war began tmmcdijicty 
after the 1 97.1 agreement 

Although mnt trace* of the Viel Cong (VCj 
guerrilla force* remained, as well as a few uncon- 
vincing contrivances intended to demonstrate the 
legitimacy of the Provision*] Revolutionary Gov- 
ernment (PRG) of South Vietnam, I he third Indo- 
china conflict quickly assumed ihe character of con- 
ventional war between regular ground forces. Irre- 
gulars pLayed an insignificant role in ihc final out- 
come. The war's Central characteristic svas .hi una 
Mori across well-defined frontiers- With a secure 
base in I tic ricir tli aiuJ a lurjit" army aheady new 
mmed in South Vietnam, the Democratic K-cpublic 
of Vietnam ftlRV) systematically rrhuiH and rein- 
f..-rc<-i.l ics expeditionary force without any effective 
micrfcrcnec unlit the South Vietnamese ground 
forces, short of essential resources and demoralircd, 
abandoned entire provinces to coneentrale their baf- 
lered defenders and then collapsed What follows is 
Ihc story of ihat final Indochina struggle and of the 
eventual and imiik o I lapse of Ihe South Vielnam- 

The Utiiled States m August ]<Jn u entered secret 
iicgiitiattiint in end tile \Uil in Indochina. Ihree and 
a half years later the final agrccrnciu was signed m 
Paris. In a speech K> ihc nation on 25 January 197.2 
(tcttt in State Dept ttuilrti/i. 14 Feb. 72.), President 
Rich ii rd M. Nison iruilv ihe negotiations public and 
stressed tlie urgency the United Slates attached lo 
disengaging from the war and exchanging prisoners 
of war. The finnl agreement required majof conces- 
sions on the pari of the Government of the Rcpublic 
of Vietiuini ifiVhf) and only required the DRV in 



return prisoners uf war and account for soldiers 
missing Hi jfllnn 

In Ihe final agreement the United States was 
allowed only 60 days to remove its remaining forces 
from South Vietnam. Chi the other hand. Ihe agree- 
ment was silent on the presence of North Vietnam- 
ese forces in South Vietnam In a news conference 
124 January 1 97 i) announcing the agreement, The 
SjpedaJ Attestant 10 ihc President for National Secu- 
rity Affairs, Henry A. Ktvsinger. responded to a 
related question: 

CJui niinuir irf ihe Piim^c< -<t 'N-irih V'KiMiime m*>pt in ilW 
Suuui it iffitrtujtujiely WJXO . nulhnui in Ihe ifmnuiu 
(w*lhhn iIm Jiflfci at Nhwih S'irinamrtc I" «n 1t»r Sdul h 
TOP North VidauHW hair m-vr* .lumnt itui irrarj hm- n tight 
In tuvf in*.,jn hi ||-< Snuttl 1 hr Vwitl VirCMilli™- trmi{n in 
ihc Siiuih *hiHiW. uvf j cxr^id .if ?inw. (w sufjeii iii <...i,..Hlcf • 
iNk rrdw.iK.fl (Suit llcfi OWn-Jin I J frd "i \ 

Intetligenee suggc-,icd thai t3r Kissinger's esti- 
mate of the strength of the Nnnrli \ K-luairit-si- Anns 
(NVA> in *iulh Vietnam was on the low side. Wnh 
13 division headquarters and 75 regiment;., ihc 
Norlh Vietnoanese eoulJ h.iw li.nt as inany <■■■ 
I60.0QQ soldiers in Ihe south, an expediimnafy iVwce 
hacked up, supplied, and trained from seeufe base* 
in the north and in Lads. 

N*i similar advantage accrued 10 Ihc South Viet- 
namese. Their logistical and training huscs anii I s 

of communicalion remained vulnerable to infiltra- 
tion, sabotage, and attack. The South Vietnamese 
had never been able to carry the attack lo North 
Vietnam, and the agreement provided thai "the 
UnMcd Slates will stop all iis military acuviiics 
against tin- territory of the Democratic Republic of 
Vieiiinrti."' Although the United Stales kept forces 
in fliailaiid and in the Smith China Sea and re- 
mained capable of eitliet aiiaeking North Vietnam 
or supporting the South Vietnamese, ihat proscrip- 
tion m the words of the agreement remained "dura- 
ble and without limn of umc" I'Test in State 
Dept, Ruftttiti. 12 Feb. 7J.| 

A* 1 1 mi 1 parsed, [he NV'A invasmii jikI altJckiN 

grew in httldness and scope without attracting any 
significant response from ihc United State* After 
ihc final hoinbnip hah following the H-52 raids of 

t'hnstmas l Q 72, the North VieLnamcst- probably 
never again seriously considered Ihat the United 
States could be provoked into new reprisals. Even if 
they had been reluctant to violate the agreement in 
a hra/en manner for fear of American reaction, their 
inhibitions musi hjs v been greally diminished by the 
congressional prtihihiium of IS August 1973 on fur- 
ther bombing of Canihodia and dissipated entirely 
during Ihe North \'tL*iiuriiL-v.- cuiqucM of I'huoc 
Long Province m December l'*74. Aldutugh con- 
elusive evidence is lacking, thv Fhuoc Long cam- 
paign was probably undertaken, tn part at lensl, lo 
test ihe American response Since the L mird S-i u i l--h 



did not Trspond, the fihal nlTeiisjve could pnac«d as 
planned without concern for 1he high costs ihrM 

WOUld attend a resumption of Am? n k :in homhing of 
North Vietnam 
In Article 7. ihc agreement slates Hut 

thi: two Soulti Vffinunrn [Mrtio UvUI ™n ^wrr* ihc min«h«.- 
I KM trf Inwpi. mdlljiy wtnim, jnd ir.ilit»iy (wiKalllH inLliblrtj 
t<yllPH*l rrulllai > fMTT-wmrft jrn-j -i: • I' rnmnilMNkt, Ukl St*r fll* 

nul iniiF VmIi Vwukm flw iwo South ViernMnoe p*nnn 
ihill he (vrrnHtKil to mat.* periodic rrfil*Lf lp! of irmjmpnv 
nunnHXH Mid WW duhftmI »tueh hi** bnw tkMfnynl (Urn- 

VLurn ihjtI tir uwii up- *1l4*« ihr Lrjrv.firr ixi lhc hm 1-4 
[HTVT-riii-pirLr, i-rf l-hr unr ihu.iilrlnj«.-l Ud ptLtfrfm 

Those rotations, linsseser, dkl not apply Hi mili- 
tary assistance provided Nctfih Vietnam by the Sovi- 
et bloc jud China. Mtthary equipment,. supplies, 
technicians, j <id advisers conlinued to flow into 
IjjitHii after ihc cease-fire. The agreement, more- 
aver, did not specify how lhc restrictions uould he 
enforced with regard lo ihe NVA forces already in 
S-.ii.ilh Vietnam kr'sp* 'rutins lit J question about this 

it the news conference of 24 January 197 J. Dr 
Kissinger said that it w« "not unconceivable thai I he 
•Hgrcvmenl will nol m all respects be lived up Ui In 
thai a«, mlJitip another clause i hit will not he 
lived up to, specifically requiring H, would m»l 
change lite sjIh.ii urn " llt.it appraisal pimved to be 
nu understatement, for lhc revirtclions had no appar- 
ent effect on North Vietnam"* rebuilding and rctrv 
forcing ll* expeditionary fincc On the nl her hand, 
American shipment to South Vietnam after lhc 

vi-.ivfire were meticulously actviuiited for «& re 

placemen I s Tut similar supplies and for equipment 
Unl r used up, or evacuated 

Ihc temporary parniHw iff Vietnam by ihe Ac- 
cords of 1954 was continued in Ihe Pari* Agrce- 
mert1 That was done. according in l>r Kissinger 
(prrw deference. 2 J January). because "the provi- 
Minn of the agreement with respect m wollrtttkm, 
with respect to replace mm I, wilh rapect lo any of 
ihe rmhlary provision*, would have made no scnw 
whatsoever if Iherp wa* ikM ■wlmiic dcniarcalion line 
dclinint; where Souih Vietnam hc^an " Hui Ihc iruc 
demarcation was 3D kilometers soulh of ihe l?th 
parallel on the Thach lion River where Smith Viei- 
rurnese marine* held cm 10 ihe rubble of Qiung Tri 
City The North VicinimrMr maiiitamed the (Wtion 
of Ihe Dcrmlitamed Zone (DMZ) by UvaimK a 
CT»tonw pan on the soulh hiint «f the Ben Hai 
River. Meanwhile, ihe nntsi cUrnsivc NVA logi^iic 
hase in South Vienum wai constructed from Ihe 
|5\|/ UtrMUgh Dong Ha and we*1 s-long Highway v 
In Khu' S^nli l)i.irt£ I l.i hi'caniL- a rnajiii pnl nl 
crlKy foi rilll liar j vupphev, and tile li jffic aLTO** [lie 

DMZ soon surpassed aimhing seen in Ihe yean 
before Ihe ccuc-Hrc. 

I it mul-l- the Norlh V ietnamese begin majnr 
military operattoru aaptiiul Scnith Vinium. ihey 



uu-il ihe Ho Chi Minn Trail in southern I juts and 
eastern Cambodia is their principal ktgtMical eorrt- 
dor. By January 1973 jhom TtyjJU NVA regular* 
were in Laos, mainly in lhc hirjisiieaJ LUirrtdor. and 
ahout JO.OOO were in Cambodia, Iti Or Kissinger's 
wordsr 

ihru n ■ Hit protiiNlKin if J"nH tNe m i< um at I ji n 
jihJ Ciiii4>wJm TdnrMflii r r,,hiKin,n Jf ^i ihr im of lao* 
whI Cantadw ft* infihutmn ihb> VrlUB ihwrf It I 

ffu/pirrnmit ihui ^rj i&tnfn tnto^H 1» wilJklir^n from I *•» Ami 
CiitiKiJii, ml IE n LlrJPlS unJil^lnSt rhji VirimmiTr 
i»inf» ut H.iww*«Jtfrrd foreign »ilh rr«om la I«m «ml ViaJtrnf- 
ln ll « iwjr firm rirn.tJlfc.in Ihjl nil Inn j Jta-Cl prfF-J i4 

IIBH there *>H be • l»m>l «W-fii( id I il. W filth ■ HUB Wjl 

trail fo ■ wiihdrj*jl irf oil forrt^a foreet from Ian ad, of 
cwinr, I" the raj nflhr UV P<{ I Ji«. 1^ J . «ir»*l, ,1 .-f infill ijii,vi 
l»Nrss t unrrrrrnr i* H -fan . N«l' IHt' fl^-inr, i; I " i | 

Tltai withdrawal foiled lo malenuli/c. There was 
link- reason lo think thai il would, considering the 
entrenched position of lhc North Vicirumftcse in 
kouthem Laos. Ihetr reliance nn ihc logtsiical net- 
work established then, and iheir record of violaling 
Ihe agreements c>f 1954 and l"J*2 In ihe two years 
after ihe 1 97 J cease-fire, ihe NVA shifted sizeable 
logistical units from l.ans tnio South Vietnam av il 
.Irs eloped ihc Roue 14 corridor south from Khc 
Sanh, Il ulvi mihVL-d us 'ib&ih Infantry Division from 
t.am into the Krinium-l'hNlcu area Dm il did Ml 
slop using 1he corridor fin tl»c coiiirary, it huilt 
itiac;k1am roads ,nul ;iddetl concrete culverts and 
bridges, and infill ralion ctmt in ui-^J Dunng 1 u 7Jo\cr 
75.00TJ repla^-ements enlcred Souih Vicuuun, mostly 
i In.. ugh Lam. Sotiih Vietnam lacked 0k means lo 
cope with thai flagrant breach uf the agreemem. and 
although the United States was concerned. U.S, 
reciinruissancc t^ver the corridor was greatly re- 
duccd and vs hat remit tried did not reveal lhc dotitu- 
inrti or some major NVA remfors-ements moving 
soulh ill late IS74 and early 197S 

Another importanl prcivtsinn in the agreement 
esiaMished an Inter uaiKMi.d Cutiiinis^uui of Control 
and Supervision HCCS) The ICCS was supposed to 
deled and investigate violations, control cnlry inin 
sjiiulti \ ici nam. and general!], supers ise the Lease 
die. Unforturutcly far South Vietnam, iwo of ihe 
four members of the commission. Poland and Hun- 
gary, were not impartial They du4 not man ihe 
entry pitnils into South Vietnam, cseepl iIilkl- used 
In the L'lllled Stales, and failed to inhibit in any 
way the movement or men. supple, .n.l « capons 
from Ncnih Vietnam One member. Canada, tpnclK 
hceartie disenehanleil wilh lhc Inislrnlions of deal- 
ing with an uiieotiiri)llab1c siiuaiion and resigned 
Replacing Canada. Ir, lit e\pertenced Ihe same IhaV 
Irjtions hm pe-rsksU'd m trying lo alvc si.sme halance 
til lhc !l rpiiTlinp antl wnnc nH-jniH|i lo the ceave-filc 
ln ihe face of tlie \orih V'leimuiwse invasion, hctw- 
evci. and tipposcd at every turn hy the decidedly 
Iwtstitc Poles and Hungarians, the other commission 



-: 
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members t-uuld nut have tli.ni^t il ihe mik-nine el 
I he uonfllLl, ili> ruj[lci how JcJiujElxJ llitry wvr* (» 

OnmcMic (vilitK'i forced ihc United State* to 
observe tin- jjjrtL-ruL-iit pvcii while ihc \i-r\h VipL- 
iia.iin.-sc blatcntly violated it. Dttmcslk: poiitbc* jIvh 



prevenled adequate U.S. support in ■ran, imnnuni- 
I Kin. mvi equipment I tius ihf riulil.us kil.tiiLL- Mill"! 
i-vl in Ms. or n{ ihe imjiJci as ihc LYpibillticf of Ihe 

Si in i h Vietnamese arnicd n>re« declined until they 
Were unj.hle hi vmrJKi.ind ihc niul NV'A oflensiie 



1 

Before the Cease- 
Fire 

The NjEU_H'n H |IL ' UtTrnsnc 

The Nguyen Hue offensive of 1972 left both sides 
L-xhausEnJ and depleted nt manpower, supplies, and 
L-qinpjin;iii Tli-e offensive began nn 30 March and 
ran its course by I he end of June. There were three 
arenas of heavy action Below ihe Demilitarized 
Zone, Ihe North Vietnamese Army {NVA) commit- 
ted three division*, urveral separate regiments, and 
ttnfct And heavy artillery 10 seize ils principal Dbjec- 
tives. Quang Tri Province and Hue. In Ihe Central 
Highlands, a force of two division* with tanks and 
heavy artillery struck at Kontum. In the moth, 
between Saigon ad the Camhi*!iaji border, three 
NVA division*, also wilh kink's jiiJ he;iv\ iillillcry. 

attacked aui of Cambodian sanctuaries toward 
Saigon. 

By summer, casualties had amounted Co thousand* 
and considerable territory had chanted hand*. The 
new disposition* were later m pro* id? decisive ad- 
vantages to the invader. The I7tt parallel was elimi- 
nated as che division between North and South 
Vietnam, and the North Vietnamese Army was free 
to develop a line of communication from Pong Hoi 
in Quang Binb Province M I >. >ny. ] l.i and the kogisti 
cal complex along Highway QL-9 from Dong Ha to 
Khc Smth. Western Quang Tri was cleared for the 
construction of an alternate corridor from Khe Sanh 
to the B-.l Front in Konium. {The B-J Front wa* the 
NVA command in the Central Highland*-) 

SucccMet in the Konmm haitle* removed South 
Vietnamese influence north and wcit of Kontum 
City. Tlie development of a logistical complex at 
Due Co and Ihe extension or the alternate corridor 
soiHh lo Binh Long Province became possible, al- 
though the Army nf the KepuMic of Vicinuin 
(ARVM), in heavy fighting, managed to delay prog- 
ress unlil rile end of r>71. 

As the campaign in South Vietnam's Military 
Region J (MR 3) ended in Ihe setge of An Lot. only 
W kilometers north of Saigon- the NVA controlled 
all of Ujuli Long Province cAucpi tlie province 



capital and Ihe small garrison at Chnn Thanh on 
Highway Qt-l-V Only a major effort could keep 
Hiphwuy I S open north of the ARVN 5th Division 
base at [.at Khc. and All Loc and Chon Thanh soon 
became entirely dcoendenl on air resuppty. Similar' 
ly. the NVA was in position to control Innd access 
to Phuoc liinh (Song He), the capital of Phnoc 
[ ong Province. Thai advantage Win io be used with 
decisive effect in the NVA'* conquest of Pbuoc 
Long in December 1974. 

The enemy's objectives for the Nguyen Hue of 
fcnaive in [he Mekong Delta. South Vietnam's Mili- 
tary Region 4, lacked the focus that characterized 
the fighting in other military regions. Communist 
strategy in that densely populated rice bowl was to 
attack on a broad front,, blanketing (he region in 
order lo gain control Over a* much land and popub. 
tion as poatbk. Intending to devtroy or inimufeilixe 
ihe ARVN ami li inn province and district cap- 
itals, i he North Vietnamese launched major, succes- 
sive attacks by large, main force formations The 
South Vietnamese used infantry divisions, ringer 
groups, and armored cavalry squadrons (n engage 
the NVA's main force, while territorials handled 
hundreds of local threat*. 

The Countcroffcnslvf 

['he phm* of ihe Central Office for South Viet- 
nam (COSVN), (lie North Vietnamese Army's 
headquarter m the southern pan of South Vietnam, 
called for seizing An Loc before advancing south' 
ward into Bing Duong Province and Saigon- Sup- 
ported by tf.S. homhv-rt, which proved 10 be Cru- 
cial, the South Vietnamese fought heroically and 
denied [he enemy An Loc bui achieved little else 
fly the end at 1972. Ihe North Vietnamese still held 
every important objective they had seized during 
ihe campaign, Al that lime South Vu'tu:iin\ line nt 
relatively secure control in Military Region J— that 
is, base* that could be supported by lines of commu- 
nication and secured through minor operations — ran 
Irons Ihe Cambodian border west of Tuy Ntnh City, 
generally east lo Dau Ticng on 1he Saigon River, 
dossn to Ifciu H:ihk, north of Iji Khc. over to 
Phuoc Virth {Phu Cnao) on Highway LTL-1A, and 
along the S-.inj. Ik- and ihe Dung Nai River to north 
of Xuan Loc in Long Khanh Province Highway 
QL-20 was open from Xuan Loc lo Dilat, but local 
Route 2 south lo Baru in Phuoc Tuy Province was 
hazardous. Highway 01*1 was open to Nha Trang. 

Despite staggering losses— the Kontum campaign 
coil the enemy 4,000 lives — the North Vietnamese 
in the Nguyen Hue offensive secured a lodgment 
inside Kontum City, although by mid-June of ls>72 
ihccily wis again under South Vietnamese control. 

In inugh fighting the ARVN cleared Highway 
QL-14 from Kontum lo Plciku by early July and 
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opened il to civilian indie. Enemy interdictions, 
however, continued HI clove it ix tiisdneaJly unlil ihe 
end of the year. Operations north an Highway QL- 
14 were less successful, and the enemy retained 
control from Vo Dinh all the way to Dale Pdt 

Highway Qt.-lv remained open M Idici Ja Dinlt, al- 
though subjected to periodic vita diction*, and ihe 
situation was tenuous along Highway QL- 1 running 
through Ihe province. 

The enemy's main effort tn the Nguyen Hue 
offensive in (he Mekong Delia begin when ihe 
NY' A lit Division mrvved from iti Cambodian base 
mlo Ihe Seven Mountains of Chan Doc Province. 
Lotto were heavy on both sides during the last 
week of MarL-h. aibd the lit Division managed to 
ccinm .l footliold in the craggy peaks. Another surge 
of attacks hil mostly in Chuong Thien and southern 
Kicn Giang Province* in the second week of April, 
and by the lime Ihe ARVN had reasserted in rJomi- 
naner. lu-jrly 400 of its soldier* had died while 
ofswhw TOO or more had been wounded During 
laic May and early June, the NVA launched a fresh 
campaign against Kien Luong District in Kien 
Giong Province, usm^ ihe Ui Division i ■ > spcjrheod 
the drive, but ARVN ranger* of the 44th Special 
Tactical Zone drove most of the 1st Division hack 
to Cambodia. Meanwhile, ihe VV'A Si h Division 
pill led away from the Binh Long battlefield, moved 
across Prey Veng Province in Cambodia, and it- 
tacked Moc Boa. the capital of Kien Tuong Prov- 
ing jekJ I useri J ti ii hi Dislncl |ov*n Hjdly mauled, 
the 5th Division, by mid-Juno, withdrew mtoCaaB- 
bodw. followed by ihe ARVN 7th Division. 

Tbr next sharp upsurge occurred on 4 July 1972 
when two ARVN battalions were decimated in an 
ambush in Ihe northern pan of the Mekong Delta. 
Meanwhile, activity Increased in and around Base 
Am 470 where five enemy regiments operated, 
threatening Highway QL-4 as well as Route 29 
belwcen Moc Hoa and Cui Lay. Anticipating a 
cease-fire, during October many enemy main Force 
units spin into small groups to spread control over 
vast reaches of the ddia. They svere methodically 
and thoroughly defeated. The action was punctual 
ed by two high points: one from 1 io 9 October 
against Highway QL-4 between Con Tho and 
Saigon; (tic Other beginning on 26 October and 
much mote widespread throughout ihe delta. When 
October's fighting hail subsided, im lnjjor i;han£es 
in terrilorial control had taken place, but ihe NVA'* 
Mr,' 11^1 h in Ihe delta was significantly diminished. 

The South Vietnamese counieroffettsive in Mili- 
tary Region 1 achieved significant territorial j^ojiis 
The attack to retake Quang Tri City jumped olT an 
2H. June 197J. Eighly grueling, hard-fought days 
laier. on 15 September. South Vietnamese marines 
recaptured ihe Citadel and the rubble that una wj% 
ihc c il y of Quang Tri. 



By 1he end of Ihe year, the marine* had pushed 
north alonjt the ciust In the t haeli Han Hivt'i I hi' 
wcvierii-movi lhrun of ihe uiuntcroffcnsivc ended 
at Fire Support Base (FSB) Anne, while the secu- 
rity Of Hue wo* improved by recapturing P5U 
Baslogne. The Hal V r on Pass was secure, bui only a 
narrow coastal urip along Highway QL-I remained 
in South Viciname*c control south to I he Bind Dwh 
border (National Route I climb* over Hai Von 
ridge on Ihe boundary of Quang Nan and Thua 
t bim Province*. The ridge juts inlo the sea to form 
the not i hem enclosure of Da Nan>i Hay and sepa- 
rates Ihe northern and southern sectors of MR 1 i 



The Military Balance, December 1972 

Mil I 1 SKI Kl L.liiN : 

Military Region l„ Ihe responsibility of A RVN's I 
Corps, encompassed Ihe five noMhern province* 
North of the Hai Van Poof in Quang Tri and Thua 
Thien were the I si Division and the Marine and 
Airborne divisions. Enemy forces in those provinces 
operated under control of Military Region Tri- 
Thicn-Huc (MRTTH) and the B-5 Front. South of 
ihe pa sx enemy forces were commanded by North 
Vietnam's Military Region 5, while two ARVN 
divisions, ihe 3d in Quang Nam and northern Quang 
Tin Provinces and ihe 2d in Quang Tin and Quang 
Ngai Provinces, were controlled by I Corps Head* 
quarters at Da Nang. (Map I) 

The NVA began the Nguyen Hoe offensive' in 
South Vietnam's Military Region 1 with three divi- 
sions, hui by ihe end of Ihe offensivt had employed 
i.-i_nhi divisions, five independent infantry regiment*,, 
probably three armor regiments, jnd u* or seven 
artillery regiments. There were m addition several 
sapper regiments, perhaps 4, and up lo 33 independ- 
ent local Initiations of infantry, field artillery, anti- 
aircraft artillery, reconnaissance troops, and sap- 
pers. (Sapper regiments in the NVA were similar to 
what olher armies would call assault or shock infan- 
try, and lo (he U S Army Ranger Battalion* of 
World War tj. They were specially trained in em- 
ploying mines and dcnL.ilitnins (u»d neutralutmg and 
breaching minefields and fortification*. Elements of 
sapper regiments often preceded regular infjnirv in 
the assault of defensive positions The NVA had 
also specialised sapper unH*. smaller thin regiments, 
■such 0* waief sappers, trained in swimming and 
under wjiI l- r demoli lions. ) 

That formidable force was opposed by live South 
Vietnamese divisions, a ranger group, some ranger 
border defense battalions, and the territorial forces 
of the provinces- (South Vietnamese ranger group* 
had lhrec baiialions, lighter than the regular infan- 
try, authorized 661 OSeii each A rjn.gr r hinder 
defense battalion, designed to defend an isolated. 
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Map 1 

forward <ipcia[inji ha.*e. Was authorised only 441 
The territorial farce* were composed of Regional 
Forces [HF| an J Pupular Fur«» Regional 
Force* were organized into companies and hatuF 
ion\ and v.ctc controlled by province chiefs; Popu- 
lar Force* v,crc organized inla platoons and were 
commanded by village and hamlet chiefs.) 

Dunng November 1^72. LWO South \ uln.imi'u- 
marine brigade* supported by H-52* and U.S naval 
jtun 11 rc. jclk-J^'lI nDTlh along Ihe coast east of Pro- 
vincial Rome 360 Jn {Juang Tn Province, to seize 
the ioulh hank. i>f the C\i.i Wi Kiver Hampered hy 
Milt resistance ind heavy December rain*, the ma- 
rine* were in defensive po-uurnis by the end of the 
year, mil short of their objcclive. They were on- 



posed by clement of the WA 3 2 5 1 h Division., 
principally ihc IOIm Kcgimenl. and the 48lh Regi- 
ment of i he i20ih Division. hoih regiment* *upport- 
ed by i he IMili Artillery Rcpimcnt of ihe 8-3 
Front The 1 64th wis equipped wiih Soviet I Jo. 
mm field gum. Between the 101st Regiment, oper- 
ating along the cooil. and Owing Tri City, Ihe NVA 
employed the 27ih ami JUt Regiment* of the H-? 
From, as well as the IBth Regiment. 325th Division. 
(The practice of assigning the same numerical dcwK' 
nation to more (ban one uml was not unusual in the 
NVA. The lOItt Regiment, 32 51 h Division, was 
distinct from the 101 »| Regiment lhat opcnled in 
Tay Ninh and Hau N^bia Provinces under (he 
control of ihe Central Office for South Vietnam- 
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COSVN. The 1 65th Infantry Regiment of ihc Jl2lh 
Division wia in Quang Tri Province, and nmuht-r 
I65lh Infantry Regiment of the 7lh Division wu in 
Itinh DiiLHit; Piikvince. Still more confusing for 
order-of-battle analysts, those two divisions each 
hid 141*1 and 209th Regiments, while NVA 2d 

Division in Qiin.ni; Nbjl Province also !ud a l-Hsl I 

While the marines held Quang Tri Cily, Ihc Air- 
borne Division was defending Ihc hills uulh mm! 
toulhwesl of the cily and mucknm inward ihc hue 
of Ihc Thach Hun River. The attacks reached Route 
5?f» between Vhu t.L- and Quajig Tri, and Fire 
Support Base* Anne ud Barbara in Ihc Hu Ling 
forest were recaptured by airborne troops in No- 
vember, using tactical sir and B-52 Strikes in 
good effect. Activity declined, however, in Decem- 
ber because of monsoon ruins and flooding. Ele- 
ment! of the NVA J J 2th Division and the 95th 
Regiment. .1 2 5i h Division, oppmtd the airborne 
troops south of Quang Tri Cily. As ihc yew ended, 
the ^5lh Rcgimenl wu defending on the *ou|h bank 

of IheThsch KnnfrOffl Quan fi 1 n In pus n.-rlh 

of HSU Anm- On lh:H ic^mienV* fight, northwest 
of FSB Anne, was ihc 209th Rcgimenl, 312th Divi- 
sion. The headquarters of the 312th Division was 
probably located about six kilometers west of F5IJ 
Anne with lis 165th Regiment in in? s ionit> Ju\i in 
the southwest w*a ihc bt>lh Kenimrnl tif ihe .UHlh 
Division. So fewer than four NVA divisions and 
two D-5 Front regiments were defending the Cua 
Viet -Thach Han line in Quong Tri; Ihc 304lh, 312lh, 
320th, arid 32 5th Divisions and Ihc 27th and 3 1st 
Regiments The other NVA division lhaC had 
fought in QvMg Tri during the Nguyen Hoe olfer*. 
mvc, ihc JOIUh. was by this lime on its way back to 
North Vietnam to fecuperale and rejoin the general 
reserve. 

Decides the Marin* unci Airborne Divisions, i he 
mily ut her ARVN division north of lite Hai Van 
Pass was the lit Division. Lite ihe 22d Division in 
II Corps, the 1st was a heavy division, It had four 
regiments — the 1st, 3d, 51st, and 54lh — and each 
regiment had four batlalkn*. The 1*1 Division was 
responsible for defending from the Song Bo corri- 
dor through the Hai Van Pass, for supporting the 
territorial forces in Ihe defense of Hue, and for 
securing the line of commumail ion Opposing ihe 
1st were three regiments of ihe 324lh Division— the 
1 Haiti. JiiiJ SI 2th which were generally de- 
ployed opposite Hue. the 3ih and Mh independent 
regiments in the hi lb south west of Hue, and local 
main force battalions south of Phu Loc. Al year's 
end, the 3d Regimen! of the 1st Division hetd 
turns, including ISH I - Bone, south and cast of the 
Song Bo- To ill south, the tsi Regiment held FSB 
Vcghd and FSB Baslogne cont rolling Ihc appro.u h 
Co Hue along Route 547. With headquarters in Phu 
Bai, ihe Mo Regiment svms patrolling Highway ] 



V..L1U1 h« Hi.- II.11 \ .in P.iss J he 5-tlh Kegimenl w.is 
■ it [he hills soulh and sOUlhvsesI of Phu Jlui and Phu 

Loc. 

The ARVN 3d Division had been shuttered in 
Quang Tri during ihc Nguyen Hue offensive. Ab 

though it was still rebuilding a ltd retraining, it WAS 
responsible for the important southwestern ap- 
proaches to Da Nang Due Due District and tin' 
Que Son Valley, scenes of some of the heaviest 
fighting in l*J?? I in my advances 111 ihis area inevi- 
tably led IO the rivLrlnip of Da Nung Airhase, ,n 
iLappcncd on 2b December. Even more Threatening 
was ihe possibility of the enemy bringing his field 
guns within range of Ihe city and Ihe airhase. The 
ARVN could give up very little more terrain before 
ihftt threat wiiu Ul rvs.-H.ime a reality. NVA forma- 
tions opposing the id Dismou 111 Quang Nam and 
northern Qunng Tin were the Tilth Division ssiih 
its three regiments— the 3 1 it, 38th. and 2 70th — and 
the 572d Tint -Artillery Regiment of Ihc enemy's 
Military Region 5. A sapper rcgnncnt, ihe 5lh, 
which operated in Quang Nam and Quang Tin 
Provinces, had been broken in heavy combat during 
ihe sen .iii.I ss.is disluiukil in I kccmlHr It* iiluk r 
strength battalions were assigned to MR $ and Ihe 
7 1 Ith Division, 

The ARVN VI Division slr.iddled tlic boundary 
between Quang Nam and Quani; I in Provinces, 
vs hit- h hisccicd the Que Son Valley. Although Ihe 
division was able to hold Fire Support Base Ross in 
ihc valley's center, it could not reach Hiep Due 
From a base behind Hiep Due the 7|lib Divisnni 
deployed Us regtments fnrwsrd into ihe valley and 
On the ridges ahosc As ihe end of the year ap- 
p:iMc!nd, ihc division's 3 1 st Regimeiil had elements 
southwest of FSB Ross> and its 270th Regiment 
(also known as the 9lh) had elements near Roulc 
53o where n crossed the ndge west of the h*.se and 
on the Nui Ong Od ridge to the sotllh. The ARVN 
2d kc^imciu. 34 Division, was tn conuci on Nui 
<hig Gai. 

Reports from prisoners of svar and deserters al- 
luded to serious morale problems in ihe TMlh Divi. 
sion Malaria and baltlc casualties had taken a heavy 
toll, and bui tal ions, particularly those tn the 270th 
Regiment, were below 200 men. The reports gained 
added credence in Ihe summer of 1973 when ihe 
71 Ith was redesignated the 2d Division and the 
270th Rcgimenl was disbanded entirely. The weak- 
ness of the 7 1 1 ih gave the aggressive eonuTunder of 
ihc newly reorganized 3d ARVN Division, Bng 
□en, Nguyen Duy Hinh, the opportunity to move 
his ballabons oul of Ihc rocket belt n round Da Nang 
westward tnlci Qiiang Nam I'Tovinve and the Que 
Son Valley. 

The ARVN 2d Division fought heavy actions in 
southern Quang Tin and Quanp S^i Provinces in 
ihr Tall ind uiuicr of r*T2. In laic September, its 5lh 
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Regiment and Hie 7?lh Ranger Hiillilion failed 1EI a 
tardy effort to save Tien Phuoc District Town in 
Quang Tin Province, but the town *» subsequently 
recaptured by the 2d Regiment. i<l Division Mean 
while, reinforced by ihe 4ih Tjuik Battalion, I he 
7Bth Ranger Ehiitalion. and ihe 2d Ranger Group, 
the 2d Division's 4th and Slh Regiment* cleared ihc 
enemy"* *2d Kr|riment, 2<1 Du oioll. anil dement nT 
the NVA id Division from Mo Due and Due Fho. 
two imporlanl towns on Highway lf.OJ-1). After 
partKip.il i np in tile lien Phuoe success, ihc 6th 
Rcgimcni rem tried from the 3d Division to the 2d 
Division and, with the hi Ranger Group, operated 
w( of Highway I in the llaiangaii Peninsula and 
around My Lai. An attempt by the ARV\ 5rh 
Regiment lo retake the highland dKlrict lown. Ma 
To. was unsuccessful Opposing llir 2d Division Hi 
C^uunj; Vpji were i he lit. 52d, and Hist Regiment*, 
of the NVA 3d Division from it* bases in northern 
thnh Dinh l k ros mce 

Ihc NVA 2d Divoiou was in poor ciriJiliori ll 
had moved lo Quang Ngai Province m June 1 972 
after incurring heavy I owe* at Konlum in April and 
M.i> ll ss.is probahls .H no mvire tlum half strength 
when ii arrived in Quang Ngai, and ft soon toat 
another third lo B-52 raids and ARVN operations 
Although the dtvrsion received some replnccmeni*. 
morale and i innhul cffcvlivencM in the Weeks before 
the cease-fire were low. NVA objectives in south- 
ern Quang Vgji were lo block Highway ] and seue 
the small port nf Sa Huynh Despite its weakened 
condnion, ihc 2d Division was going lo he handed 
the mission of achieving those objectives,, and u the 
year ended it was preparing lo altacfc while the 
South Vietnamese in southern Quang Ngai retained 
s precarious bold an Highway I. 

Mil it Alt V RtCkiS 1 

Military Region 2. large** of the four South Viei< 
namexe regions, i winded «]] of the provinces of the 
Central Highland* and ihc lonu; coastline from Mmh 
Dinh Province south to the northern border of Hmh 
Tuy Province, only o0 miles casi of Saigon. At 
year's end the enemy had three regular divisions 
and numexou* independent regiments and haiuh^n* 
opposing Ihe ARVN'i 22d and 23d Division*. 2l*i 
Medium litnL Battalion, and three ranger group* 
uiid i he Republic of Korea (ROK) Tiger Division 
Two of Ihe NVA divisions were m ihe highlands, 
the 10th (first organized in December) in Konlum 
and the 120th in Ftetku. The NVA 3d Division wu 
Lit Binh Dinh (Map 2) 

The appearance of military balance in Military 
Region 2— Ihree divisions opposed by Ihrec divi- 
sion-. w.».» deceptive, foi Ihe RtlK I ie,ci Division 
had all hul Withdrawn from at I Ion following hard 
fighting in April in the An Khcr Pa**. For that 
mailer, until forced tnio responding al An Khe 
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when Ihe enemy overran its on I posts, ihe Tiger 
Division had been ^ui^-rment for ahoui three years. 

Although the ARVN 22d Division had incurred 
heavy Fosses during Ihe Nguyen Hue offensive, the 
division wu somewhat aggressive in moving again*i 
enemy haves in Hmli Dinh Province and in securing 
■ lie- most unp4'iiaiii lines of communication. High- 
way I (QL-I) along the coast, and Highway 19 
(QL-19), which climbs westward over ihe Annamile 
range to Pleiliu Security on ihc latter mute, whose 
sleep gradrs, Mind carves, defiles, and many bridges 
ujL-aicd idcnl opportunities for ambush. wa> bem^ 
provided by the 3d and l*>th Armored Cavalry 
Squadrons. The 22d Division had four regiments; 
Ihe *CHh was in northern Hmh Dmh in ihc area nl 
ihe Idling Son Pass. Ihc 41*1 was in 1 arn Quail, ihe 
hi m hcrnmoM district of fhnh Dinh; tlic 42d was in 
reserve in Hoai An District; and the 47th was 
providing security around Phu Cu on Highway I 
Reinforcing Ihe 2 2d Division in Binh Dinh were the 
14 th Armored Cavalry Squodmn tn Bong Son ami 
IsVO regiment* of ARVN ranger*— ihe 4ih Hanger 
i. ijoup cast of Tani Quan. and the 6th easi of Phu 
Cu- 

With the NVA 3d Division recuperating in the 
An Loo Valley and Ihe ARVN 22d Division r*eTV 
inp. pressure on ihe c*ils from ihc valley, the situa- 
tion hjd stahih/rd m nor ill l-tii Etinh Dmh Province 
l-.stimaic-. ai ihc tinsc placed the 3d Dnwcw at less 
than 40 percent of aui honied siren^lh Its Ihree 
regiments — the 2d, 12th. and 2 1*4— were operating 
with fewer I ban SOD men cadi 1 o ihc souih m Phu 
Yen. Kri i'ih Hoa, anil Hinh I liii.in Provinces, local 
M'cnnis aloriL- Highway 1 wo* adequate to keep 
iraffic moving. In ihe OMMl Highlands, mean- 
while South Vietnamese objectives were to drive 
Ihe enemy from posi lions .iround V«i tlinh. north of 
Konlum Cily. and 10 push we*i m Thanh An Dis- 
tncl of PleiLu Province to drive the NVA 3201 h 
Division from Due Co. 

Konlum Cily is located near ihe northern end ol .i 

high, rolling plalcau wilh ihc airfield on ihc north 
vide of ihe city al an clcsaiion nf over I BOO feet 
I he land begins to rise abruptly to the cast and 
north where steep, jungle-covered ridges n-ach an 
elevation of 2700 feet wilhm HI kilometer* of the 
cily, This arc nf hills ww defended by ihe ARVN. 
hul ihe drnsrls of the forevl, ihc sictpiiexs i>r ihe 
it-rram. and ihc absence of roads eliminated the area 
as an avenue for large or mechanized enemy forces. 

Although Konlum « a- 1he L.isl nia^oi city nitrth 
nt PleiLu in ihe western highland*. Highway 1 4 
i£.»l • U» coniinucd a* an improved road as far as Ihe 
ARVN outpost at Dak To. about 40 kilomclcrs 
north or Konlum- The highway wt» the mum route 
lo Konlum from ihe north. The NVA had used ■■ to 
enter Konlum in the Nguyen Hue offensive, and 
although ihc ARVN had eventually cleared Ihe 
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city,, a number of attempt* la push I he NVA beyond 
V'n Duih, mirth of Konlum. had failed. The forward 
ARVN defenses northwest of Konlum were 
manned by ihe 44th Regiment 23d Division at Due 
N, i strongpoinl coulruclcd behind the Dak I -a 
Slrc.im -mJ <m t o too hill. astride !ii^mj> 14 
mirth n( Elate- N, near ihe Kouluin .infield Sirong- 
P< in i K. Mniih of N. gave some depth to ihe defease. 

The Dak Bit River looped around the city on ihe 
south End meandered wcMwjUd 10 join the I'oio 
River near Trung Nghia village The Moniagnard 
hamlet of I'oln Krong was on ihe Poke, just north 
of the confluence With Ihe <5ih Ranger Border 
Defense Battalion a I I'ofei Krong. the ARVN held 
Trung Nghia with Konlum Regional l r occev 

Hh' enemy's lOih Division wu responsible for 
control of die are* north and west of Konlum City. 
]U 28th Regiment was probably in Ihe vicinity of 
the Ngok Bay ridge, a spine-like chain 2.00(1 feet 
high thai American troops had named Rocket Ridge 
became the enemy had long used ft » a bw for 
Suing rockets on Konlum. The ft*Lh Regiment was 
in the vicinity of Dak To, while on the Last day of 
December h'72. ihe *H5B Regiment, Forcing a with- 
dnwil by the 44th ARVN Regiment of Ihe 2:3d 
Division, managed lo secure m lodgmenl in ihe Chu 
Pao J*as> wheie Highway ]4 curves betsveen .s.KKV 
Tool peak* south of Konlum City. All ihfee NVA 
regiments had incurred heavy losses during ihe 
Ngjyen line offensive and were considered lo have 
••mly uhoul 25 percent of authorized strength. A 
fourth regiment, ihe J.4H Independent Reujiticiil of 
the B-J Front, whs located west of the Chu Pao 
Thai regimrnt was probably al less than 40 
percent of authorized strength 

The 320lh N'VA Division, ai about M) percent of 
authorized strength, was in Base Area 701 in tlbc 
vicinity of Due Co, Its 4Sih Regiment was near 
Thanh Gun in western Pleiku Province, and iU 
Mih Regiment was probably close lo Thanh An 
District town. The division had only two infamry 
regiments at the time, having transferred it* *2d 
Rrgimriu in ihe NVA 2d Division during August 
1972 where it Operated in Qunng Mam and Quang 
I >ti Provinces I Ik liiviumi's Mth Artillery Regi- 
ment was providing support from the vicinity of 
Thanh An. 

Thirty days before the cease-rue. 1he military 
balance in the Central Highland* w*» precarious 
The NVA 10th Division had two regimenis concen- 
trated north and west of Koutum City and had a 
third interdict big Highway 14 in ihe Chu Pao Pais 
Although the enemy was unable to keep Ihe road 
closed, he could interdict the road any time he 
wished lo pay the price I he ARVN was unable to 
emend tli defenses as far as Vo Dmh or beyond 
Ti'lei Krone, in Ihe su'O Che etiesi) had the capa- 
bility of bombarding Konlum and lis outskirts by 



rocket whenever he chose. Although ihe ARVN' 
was capable of keeping open the line of communica- 
ticm from Kontum to MIcAu u» Ihnh IJinh Province, 
ihe enemy could interdict it for short periods of 
time. 

As the sear ended, the ARVN 23d DrVtfJon after 
heavy fighting was in possession of the border camp 
St Due Co, The 23d owed much of its success al 
Due Co and fa Thanh An Dim net to heavy U,S B- 
52 support and to the attached -KO kcginieiil i if the 
22d Divuvion, which had taken Due Co after de- 
menti of the 23d had failed The defense of Due Co 
Was then turned over to the 7 .Id Hanger Border 
Defense Uaitahon. Although events proved ihat ihe 
ARVN could not hold Due Co indefinitely, it was 
sirong enough io prevent any significant enemy 
gains elsewhere in Thanh An District- For either 
side to make any significant tactical gains in ihe 
Central Highlands, rein force men In would have to be 
added lo the equation 

Mtll1\KV Ftl.lilON I 

Military Region 3> contained not only the seat of 
the government of Smith Vietnam and its financial 
and commercial center, but also all of the most 
important operational, logistic, and training bancs of 
the armed forces. The Joint General Staff (JGS) 
was in n compound adjacent to Tin Son NbtM 
Airbase on the northwestern edge of the city of 
Saigon. Tan Son Nhut itself was ihe hub of interna- 
nonal .ind domestic air traffic, the headquarters of 
the Vietnamese Air Force and ihe 5th Air Division, 
and the Immc hue of the ARVN Airborne Division. 
Most seaborne commerce steamed through 1he ship 
channels of the Rung Sat south of Saiirim and 
passed through the city's docks on the Saigon 
River, t he headquarters of the Vietnamese Navy 
WU also on the Saip-n Kimi near I he major mill 
tary terminal, Newport, and the largest petroleum 
Storage terminal in the country was a few miles 
south of Saigon, also im ihe fiver, at Nh» Be. (Map 
J> 

Major military training installations were the 
Quang Trung National Training Center, just north 
of Saigon, the Thu Due Training Center, site of the 
Infantry and Armor Schools until they were moved 
to Bear Cat, near Hien Hon, and the Marine Corps 
Center at Di An, mnih of Saigon. The ARVN 
Arsenal sva.s also on the northern edge of the city . 
Northeast, across Ihe broad Dong Nai River, was 
the sprawling military complex of Bien Hoa- Long 
Umh A modem four-lane highway and Ihe national 
railway linked Saigon with then Hoa At Bien Hoa 
were the logistic*] he*du.iuiieis of the South Viet- 
namese Air Force and ihe 3d Ait Division, which 
contained, except for one squadron at Da Nang. the 
entire l'-*- force Long than, the former logistical 
center of the U.S. Army in Vietnam, housed the 1st 
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ARVN Awocialcd J>fpiH uml later the Command 
.mil (kni-r:il Suit 'folk .'. 

The flat rice-land* of (he Mekong Helta lay a few 
mile* we*t of S*£fOnf» cily laniu wiih the rice- rich 
province of LmiB An lo thf \oulli The brush land*, 
of souihrni Tay N in h and Binh Duong Province* 
started only 25 kilometer* norlh of the city and gave 
way lo the vui jui*gle of Ihe Dang N»i Terrace, 
which stretched lo the Cambodian border, 

Saigon was Ihe focus or five first-class national 
highways. National Roule I (QL-1) came from 
I'hirnm Penh and traversed Svay Ritng Province 
before entering Vietnam in Tay Ninh Province wcV 
of Go Dan Ha Highway I then pawed through 
Satgon and continued ihrowgh IJien llw jh*1 Xuan 
Lne on it* way up the L-oasi Three major north an J 



northeast routes began tn or north ttf ihe city. 
Highway 13 (QL-13|, sometime* called Thunder 
Road for Ihe many ambushes I hat had taken place 
along il« /ungkd lenglh. ran north through Lai Khc 
and An Uoc and crowed mn> Cambodia north of 
lux Ninh Route I A (LTL-lA) branched off High- 
way 13 in PtlU CuLrttjJi. about twenty kilomrtrrs 
north of Saigon, crossed the Song Be, u.nd climbed 
through Ihe jungle* of War Zone D to Don Luan 
where it joined Rome M Highway 14 (QL-14t 
cominued on to Han Me I hum ami pond* norths hm 
left Military Region 3 at the Quanj; L>uc border 
One of ihe most secure major road's tn Vietnam 
Highway 20 (QL-201. which left Rdtite I caM cm* 
Bicn Hoa and reached Dalat, 230 kilometers by ajr 
from Tan Son Nhu1. When Highway I was intcr- 
dicled. Highway 20 w*\ a good alternate route to 



Nha Trang Another secure route and perhaps the 
most l i .c ilv travelled in (he country. *■» Highway 
4 {QL-4) to the Mekong Delta. It was vita] to 
Saigon's turn supply, and its, icmil major bridges 
and thousands of culverts required constant 
lance against sabotage. 

H> iIk' L-nd or DcY.-emhi.-f 1972, bcilh South uxi 
North Vietnam had made adjustment* in 1 hen 
forces in Military Region .1 The seigc of An 1 in,- 
WW over, and only one NVA regiment. 93C. re- 
mained in ihe vicauiy. The ARVN ISih Division 
hud turned over the defence of An Loc lo Ihe MR J 
Ranger Command with eight ranger battalions. One 
■ 'I ihe hjttaJmnv the 92d. wo* defending the outnoM 
at Tong Lc Chon The NVA 9th Division (the old 
9th V'icc i'onn DiviMcmK leaving its *HC Re^mcm 
to prevent any ARVN bnd movement in or out of 
An Loc, had shifted its 212d Regiment to the vicini- 
ty of Bo Due in northwestern Phuoc Long Prov- 
ince for rest and rrr*ittin|t. The 2? 1st Regiment of 

(he 9|h Division ^s.i-. nuMheii-Nl i-l < Imi [IijnIi in 
southern liinli Long Province in poulion lO block 
ihe ARVN from using Highway 13 between Chon 
Thanh and An Loc and lo threaten South Vietnam- 
ese posts at Chi Linh and Don Lunn (aho known a& 
Dong Xoai) 

Dnn Luan. in Phuoc Long Prownic. and Chi 
Linh, in Binh Long Province, were defended by 
Regional Forces and were customarily resupplied 
by air, Chi Linh was beyond the range of secured 
fOOd*. and ad 1 ravel was hy helicopter. On ihe other 
hand. Route 1A connected Don Luan lo Phu Giao 
where Ihe South Vietnamese 7th Rcgimcnl. 5th 
l h\ iMim, was sutioned- In early January ffli. the 

7lh cleared I He IsiL'.rns j\ [vrinitlmj; a convoy to 
reach Don Luan. North of Don Luan, Highway 14 
was interdicted, and much of Ihe logistical support 
beyond that point was by air. The base at Fhuoc 
Long Province hc»d<|Li.irli.'rs in Huuv Hinh was 
reaupplicd hy fixetl-winji aircraft and hy tend via 
QtiiUig Due. Just uiii i h of Phuoc Binh was the 
l.nnJing slrip and village or Song Be, and forces 
I here were within supporting range of those at 
Phuoc Pmh A transplanted community, New Ho 

Due, was constructed soulh of Snug Itf. ihe populn- 

lion consisted of refugees from a village in northern 
Phuoc Long Province taken over hs. the North 
Vietnamese, In northern MR 3, Ihe South Vietnam- 
ese controlled only the capital* of Hinh Long and 
Phuoc Long Province* and Highway 14 at for as 
the western border of Quang Due Province. The 
rest of Ihe territory, which was largely forest and 
rubber plantations, was controlled by enemy units 
or wo* unoccupied by cUher stde- 

The ARVN 5ih Division hjd pl.is.-fd its headtjuai- 
ters at Lai Khe in Binh Duong Province, with one 
regiment usually based al Phu Giao The NVA 
2*)5ih Regiment, which had been operating under 
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the control of Ihe NVA 7th Division, was opposing 
the ARVN Jih in eastern 1tmh Duong. Concern for 
the security of Phuoc Long had prompted the *ta- 
lioning of Ihe 9th Regiment, 5lh Division, al Phuoc 
Mmli At ihe vime time, thf NVA ~i\b llisision 
opera ling from a base east of Highway l\ between 
Chon I hanli alkd Ran Hang. 

The ARVN 13th Division was headquartered al 
Xuan Loc, Ihe capital of I on/ kh.inh I'ms ma- Ii 
usually kept one regimen I hosed m Hien Una and 
one in southern Itmh Duong The NV'A .^*d Regi- 
mem was in ii» normal area of operations in Long 
khanh Province. The DIO Sapper Pal 1 1 ion was in 
the Rung Sat south of Saigon. Al year's end, the 
274ih Regiment waa believed to be in H* traditional 
jungle Iw at en. the Hat Dieti Secret /one, nn the 
border between southern Bicn Hlu Province and 
Long Khanh 

In weslcm Military Region J, Ihe ARVN ISA 
Ihvisicm was in its base al Cu Chi m Hau Sghia 
Province. Jiwi Miulh nf the MaiRon River arid ihe Hb 
Bo Woods. El kepi one regiment at Cu Chi r one 
■round Khient Hanh north or Cu Chi r and one in 
Tay Ninh at the airstrip west of Ihe province capi- 
tal. Two batlliora of ihe 50th Regiment. 25th Divv 
won, were in ihe Dau Tieng area of Itmh lluonji; 
one batiahrm was in T« 'l am. and the oilier was on 
ihe weM. ind OpiKiMlf. side oi llir Silicon Kr- .. r 

The NVA 101st Regiment was in Ihe vicinity, prob- 
ably in Ihe Boi Loi Woods cast of Khiem Hanh The 
NVA 27 1st Indepcndenl Regiment was probably 
chwe lo the Vum Co Don|j River soulh of Go Dau 
Ha in Hau Nghia Province, posing a threat to 
Highway* I and 22, ihe line of communication 

K;1\w-«-fi Sj.ijii'11 and t'ny Nnih 

As December came to a close, ihe 5ih and 25th 
Divisions attacked north into (he Saigon River cor- 
ridor Three battalions of Ihe 5th moved into ihe 
Iron Triangle, while on the west side <if the river 
i.'.n •mi 1. 1 1 ions of the 35lh entered the Ho Bo 
Woods. Resistance was weak, and casualties light. 

During Ihe Nguyen Hue offensive in MR 3. Ihe 
North Victiumeac suffered much more severely 

than the forces, of SiMith Virilism Line my units 

were Jrt|>cr%eJ thought>ui ihe northern pan of the 
region, and his local forces were in disarray. NVA 
units were estimated to be less than 30 percenl of 
normal strength, and local forces were even lower. 
The MVA ncvenhrlvss held the lmporlan! s illage of 
Loc Ninh in northern Binh Long Province and was 
using it as a political center for the region, and other 
i- -lined centers were being established in northern 
Tay Ninh Province, 

Although the ARVN was conducting -•■nu- 
modest offensive operations, it seldom ranged far 
from established bases, and heavy reliance would 
have to be placed upon aerial supply of the isolated 
baie-s of An I.ih: and Song Be. The enemy neverlhc- 
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lew pcw«l no serious offensive ihreal Id friendly 
foroc* in po|*ulatitjn centers in MR 3. 

Mil I IAHV RltrlOS 4 

Situtli Vicift&iii'M Military Region 4 contained 16 
of the nation's 44 province*, more thin huff of the 
cultivated lard, mwl of which was dcvuicd m nur, 
and metre lhan half nt lh L - LimniryS jVipulnnon Tile 



region was. ihr hroud. tropical, fertile delti of the 
great Mekong River. Its geographic, demographic, 
ii ml wnnnmic ch*iMictrrivi ms diftatpd a. war of pfe- 
dominaniJy umaLI uitii action* Of attack* by fire and 
without armor or heavy artillery support Much of 
I he tactical ind logistical movement was t>y wakr 
way. rtin1 many of ihc hnllk-i wrre Aiujihl for ton- 
tro) of canals. (Map 4} 
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By [he end of December 1972, the ARVN had 
three divisions stationed in MR 4. The 7th Division, 
with headquarters nets My Tho, wu responsible for 
Kicn Phong, Kien Tuong, Dinh Tuong, and Go 
Cong Prov'tncet. A major problem facing the 7lh 
wh security in densely populated Dinh Tuong. 
Tlkat province the Ley to control of Highway 4 
(QL-4X the important line of communication lead- 
ing n> Saigon, and it contained the major city oF My 
Tho. Ii was also ihe focus oF two major enemy 
infiltration corridor* from Cambodia. One, Corridor 
I A, generally paralleled the boundary between Kicn 
Phong and Kicn Tuong Province* into the key 
enemy hue, the Tri Phap. at the junction of Kicn 
Pining, Kicn Tuong, and Dinh Tuong Province*. 
The other. Corridor IB t came out of Cambodia' * 
Svay Rieng Province and entered iJmh I uon^ 
Province and the Tn Phap through ihc Plain of 
Reeds in Kicn Tuong Province. 

Two enemy division* opposed Ihe ARVN Tth 
Division in Mil 4 the NVA 5th Division with 
three regiments 1he 2"75<h, Ihe I74lh, and ihe Et>. 
had fought in Ihe Nguyen Hue campaign in Ihe Binh 
|jong battle* of April Ihrough June 1972, then 
moved to Ihe Mekong Delia and campaigned in 
Kicn Tuong, Kicn Phong, and Dinh Tuong Prov- 
ince*, The 6th NVA Division wis in central Dinh 
TuL-mg Its 74 ih Hcgtment was probably located east 
of My This close la the border of Go Cong Prov- 
ince; the M7th Regiment was in northern Kicn 
Phong Province; and the 320th Regiment, which 
was probably operating as pan oF ihe 6th Division, 
was in southern Kicn Phong. The ARVN 7ih Dwi- 
tion, wilh an attached regimeni of the ARVN 9th 
Drvrnon, had to cope with two independent regi- 
ment*, the flSth and the DTI, controlled by VC 
Military Region 2, Although the 7th as the year 
ended had secured the vital line oF communication 
in Silicon and the enemy's j coons were limited to 
attacks by tire against outposts and populated areas, 
tt had an imposing assignment 

The ARVN <*th Division was responsible for Sj 
Dec. Vbh Long. Vmh Binh, and Kh.ii Hoa Pros 
nice*. The 9lh was opposed by only one main Force 
rcgmwHt. |>.i. under the command of VC Military 
Region 3. One of Oily Iwo main Force regimen is in 
South Vietnam still considered to be predominantly 
Vici Cong, the D,l Regimen i wa^, proh.ihly operat- 
ing in southeastern Vmh long. 

The ARVN 2 1 it Division WW* responsible Fur ihf 
soutliweMcro delta wilh an area of operations m- 
cludmg i'hong Dinh. Ba Xuyen, Bsc Lieu, An 
Xuycii, and ('huonj; [ hien Provinces and the south - 
crn halF of Kicn (iung. including the province 
capital, Rach Gia_ Com rolled by MR 3. four enemy 
regiments operated against the ARVN 2 1st Divi- 
sion. Ihe VC Dl Regiment in Phong Dinh. and Ihe 



NVA D2. the vJA Sapper, and the NVA ISH 
Regiments in Chuong Thien. 

ARVN military operation* and security in Ihe 
northwestern delta were the ccspoiiuhdrty of ihe 
44th Special Tactical Zone In December 1972 the 
44th consisted of the 4th Armor Brigade and three 
ranger groups, each with three battalions. The 
armor brigade had five armored cavalry squadrons 
equipped wilh armored personnel carriers. There 
were no tanks in the delta. Although the headquar- 
ters. oF the NVA 1st Division was located in Cambo- 
dtu, three of ill regiments operated in the border 
area of Chau Doc Province and northern Kicn 
liionp Province against ihe 44th Special To*: Meal 
Zone. The Ki Division's ILHD and 44th Regiments 
held strongly fort i Tied cavesin the Seven Mountains 
of Chau Doc, while its 52d Regiment operated 
along infiltration corridor IC in Kien Gung. De- 
spite ihe presence of those major enemy forces, it 
was stilt povuhlc during daylighl to 1 ravel by road 
almost anywhere in ihe 44th Special I aettcnl /.one 
The NVA 1st Division, the weakest enemy division, 
was in poor condition and was preoccupied with 
hostile Cambodian Communist units ihat raided the 
division's logistical installations ,md impeded the 
Flow c»f replacement^ 

The enemy in the delta untamed very heavy 
casualties during ihe 1972 offensive. e*nmates for 
main Force units ranging From 15 to 2b percent of 
aulhonred strength During October alone, the 
enemy prohnbly lo*1 more than SjOOO soldiers, many 
of whom came Irom his best forces in I lie dclu As 
of the end of ihe year, few replacements had been 
received to make up for those Nisvcs, and ammum 
tion stocks were probably very low, both factor* 
contributing to the decline in enemy activity during 
the last pan i>f December. 

As the year ended, die situation in Mi hears 
Region 4 seemed to favor the South Vietnamese. 
The major route from Ihe low cr delta to Smyon was 
open to commercial and military traffic, the rice 
3uivl-vi ^sJs isothL, ARVN units were in fair condi- 
(ion in spite of heavy combat, and enemy units were 
greatly underslrength, short of ammunition, and m 
some cases demoralized The South Vietnamese 
controlled moM or Ihc commerce nf the delta. moHi 
ol ihc important lines of communication, and all of 
the important population center*. During Ihe two 
years Following ihe cease-fire, major hat lie* were to 
lake place in MR 4. and the ARVN would win 
them all, The outcome of the war. however, was 
nor ro he decided in the Mekong Delia. 

Sole on Source* 

The major source of the prc-ccasc-Ftre situation 
u-;o the MACV Official History, Volumes | and 2 

Order-oF-battle information wa* checked aad hi 
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hhtw eatct provided by ARVN officer^ who wvre sum, »uiued wilh II Cofpt; Ll, Oct- Nguyen Van 
(here .11 ihcmnc MR 1 informaiMin wj\ checked by Mmh providi-tl ukfWmiiion concerning ARVN di*. 
t.i Gen. Ouang. Tmnng, cx-cirtttnundcr of 1 position in MR J. Col. l-hung Ngoe Lung. cx-J2/ 
Corp*, and M»j. Gen. Nguyen Duy Hmh, ci-conv JGS r checked jdl orderof-batile. The author aha 
mender \RVN yd Division, Maj Gen Phuts Dinh consulled his own note* and files derived from 
Nmmti, who had commanded Ihe ARVN 2 2d Divi- documcnti collected and prevrrved by Intelligence 

Branch, DAO Saigon 
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U.S. Organization 
for the Cease- Fire 

Knhunrc and Kiihuuiee Plus 

Project*. EMIaNU and ENHAMt Pi i s were un- 
dertaken in 1*72 10 accelerate the delivery of equip- 
menl and improve the combat capofei Iieil'i, of Somh 
Vietnam's armed fa^-vs <RVNAl->, hui tin- I'.m^- 
Kructure hm% tctt ihose projects was developed 
four years earlier. In May I96B the Military Assist- 
ance Command. Vietnam (MACV> Mibmitted a plan 
io Commander in Chier, Pacific tClNCPAC) for 
Ihe Consolidated RVNAI" Improvement anil MlxI- 
ermzalton Program i, CRIMP) CRIMP wa.s intend- 
l-iI to provide an improved balance in the combat 
forces, and increase the fire power, mobility, and 
logtvucs of RVNAF. H came 10 be Ihe basis for latex 
farte rupture change* ,md Vieiisanufaimn 

The RVNAF farce vlrueture sutneciuenlly ap. 
plowed by ihe Secretary of Defense under CRIMP 
called for just over a million men in ihe armed 
forces in fiscal year 197 1, for about 1,0*3,000 in 
fiscal year 1972, and for I ■ 100-000 in focal ytv 
1*73. In October Wl\ CINCPAC dirtied a nvie-w 
cif the fiscal year 1*73 fore* structure. MaCV's 
review resulted in a plan approved by CINCPAC 
and ihe Joint Chief* of Staff in February 1972. The 
mott important capabilities added to ihe RVNAF 
were Ihe new 3d Infantry LJivismn and the 201 h 
lank Regiment fur Military Region I 

Project liSMASrr Was undertaken fallowing the 
Nguyen Hue offensive to compensate for the heavy 
maleriel tosses during I hat campaign and lo deliver 
replacement* before expected crane-fire cotnJi lions 
inighi cuMail the deliveries In essence, }:sns\ii 
was undcttak.cn In accelerate program* already 
planned under CRIMP. It provided new units and 
equipment for the Army, Air Force, and Navy The 
fallowing hst* summarize Ihe major Hems of equip- 
ment delivered under tvMi ami 

Army: 3 artillery battalions, ]75>mm. gun; 2 tank 
battalions. 4 *0-ntm . M4f.; 1 uit defense artillery bat- 
talions, 50-caliber and 40-mm , 100 TOW <| U be 
launched. optically tracked, wire guided J snlilanlc 



weapons to be provided lo 26 infantry regiments J 
airborne brigade*, 3 Marine brigades, and f Manger 
groups 

Air Fore*: 32 UH-I helicopters 5 F-SA fighters; 
2 A- IT squadrons (Light Bombers). 12 RC-47 
pholo-reconn.Hs.'oive Jtrplmcv I AC-139K scju.iH- 
rim (gunshipsp. 1 CI VLfuai.tr mil (caTjco airplane I, L 
C-U9G squadron (maritime patrol); 2 CG-47 squad- 
rons (cargo airplane). 

Navy: J high endurance cutters (sVHtiC). 

l .Mi im t was designed tfl hring the farce struts 
Uare tip to planned Level* before the cease-fire. In 
summary, by January I*f73 the structure for the 
AftVN. supported by the E\n s\c i shipment*, was 
as follow*: 11 infantry division* (35 regtments, \0f 
hatialmnO 1 airborne dis iskhi l.1 regiments, u hallal' 
uinsj; 7 Raiigei groups (21 battalions); 7 armored 
cavalry squadron* (nondivisional); J M-4fl tank 
squadrons (I deployed. 2 in training}. 11 hmder 
defense Ranger battalionv 41 |05-mm. artillery bat- 
talion* (34 divisional. ^ nnndivisKwaM: 15 iSS'inm. 

.Lrlillcri, h.ill.ilions 111 divmcmal, 4 nond ivivumal ); 
2lt4 lOJ.rtirtl. af lillef V pi a If*} its (2 brtWilJi-li eaefa; J 
air defense artillery haiialions (I deployed, I in 
Iratning, and 2 to be activated); 17 mtscelloneou* 
ba Hal ions (military police, engineers reconnais- 
aance, etc.), 

EKHAHCF- Pit* UnU a pfLPirrani M augment and 
m^>derni/e the Vjetrtameae Air Force 
( VNAFj. EKHANCtl Plus provided Ihe following 
additional aircrafl and unils 2 additional CII-47 
squadron* to provide medium helicoplcr lift for 
each "f the fmiir military ncgion%: % atlditional A-,17 
Siiiuutriniv 1 nildi(iiM',:il F-5A vLjuad ft itis ihe eaili, 
activaiion of 3 F-SE squadrons' J addiliorul UH-I 
squadron* to bring Ihe lotal to 19 squadron* and 
increase the sue of ihe canting squadrons, 10 addi- 
tional EC-4? airplane* (electronic rccOnnp»»ncejL 
35 0-2 aifCntft 10 pepiWc the existing H squad- 

tans of C- 1 30 cargo airplane* io replace the C- 1 23's 
1 additional AC- 11 9 K squadron. 

Etfll^isct andENMANCF. PLUS provided addition- 
al aircraft lo VNAF as fallows: UH-I (2«b>. CII-47 
(23); AC-II9K (22); A-1 (2S): C-I30A (32. rnulied 
m lurrr-in of all C-12J, C-47. and C-l I9K); A-J7 (90. 
brought total strength up to 249); C-7 (4); F-SA and 
B (MB brought total strength lo 153), EC-47 (33 
added to 10 already in uervice); T-37 (24); 0-2 (J 5. I 
for I exchange with 0-1 V 

Sliipments under Enkanc i l f i I s *cfc made by 
sea and air. The first cargo aircraft arrived at Tan 
Si .ii Nhm ■MrKi^- >n 23 Oclober 1972. jnd the lasl 
shipment arrived a1 S'ev-port. near Saigon, on 12 
December. Nearly 5.000 shon tons tanu hj air and 

Itxymn slntri Unis In scji \iH pan ni either E%- 
n i ut F.>ll^^cl Pi i s were 31 amphibious vehi- 
cles delivered to (he Vietnamese Marine Corps in 
Nmomher 
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While 1 he United States wu rushing equipment to 
Vietnam to avoid I he constraints expected 10 be 
imposed by I he cease-fire agreement, [In: Conimu- 
nbU were uLso shoving great quantities of materiel 
including fiL-UJ itun-i. iaii*>. and Antiaircraft weapon* 
down ihe roads into South VKlnnm. incliubn,..- S \ 1 
air defense missiles, on I heir way in Khc Sanh in 
QuiWg Tri Province. As later demonstrated, rlie 
Communists were nui concerned ahoul ,im restric- 
t*nin 9i POMP lltl might impose on shipments to 
Souih Vietnam; the surge of shipments was instead 
tit response to Ihe heavy losses (he NVA suffered 
during the Nguyen Hue offensive and th«' AKVN 
cou n I c roffema ve, 

Itawd upon dearly reliable data, MACV estimat- 
ed tlui North Vietnam senl nearly 148.000 replace 
menu mlo South Vietnam during I97J rim esii- 
mate included individual replacements to make up 
for ihe staggering losses incurred during, die cam- 
paign but not the organised divisions, rcgimcnis, 
and battalions senl to jtwn the offensive. Although 
■he esiirtiaies of enemy losses are based on less 
reliable information, the NVA probably tost over 
190,000 men during 1972. Of these aboul I J Mam 
were killed in action, another probably died 

of wounds or were permanently disabled. 2,300 
were prisoner* of war. and lU.GOtt turned tlieiiiselves 
in in South Vietnamese authorities as r ll 1 1 □ l- i - A -- 
was ihe case whh materiel shipments, the North 
Vietnamese showed no urgency m 1 ran spun hi c re- 
placements prior lo Ihe cease-fire, Those replace- 
ments methodically crossed the border from Loos 
and ihe Dempltlarui'il /■ •im il>\t/ ■ witlm-.u inspec- 
tion or control, a condition lhal peisL-slcd until the 
end. 

Missions 



Planning for the coming cease-fire al ihe head- 
quarters of Military Assistance Command. Vietnam, 
aiMilvec! consideration of at least seven distinct 
f unci ions, and new organizations had to be devised 
lo accomplish some of (hem. First, MACV and all 
American and third country force* had lo be with- 
drawn within Wl days of the cease-fire- Second, j 

small I S. nu]ttary headquarters waMtuedcd ti> con- 
tinue the military assistance program for the 
RVNAF and supervise the technical assistance still 
required in cmripk-le ihe <if V'ietnaraLttCloO 

This headquarter* was lo become ihe Defense Atta- 
che Office, Saigon thin), I ha! headquarters was 
also lo report oixrfaiional aiwj ntiliury intelligence 
through military channels to U.S. National Com- 
mand authorities Fourth, an organization was re- 
quired to plan for Ihe application of VS. air and 
naval power into North i>r Souih Vietnam, Cambo- 
dia, or Laos, should cither be required and ordered. 



Fim ro Canto lation 

Called ihe United States Suppori Activiiics Group 
& Seventh Air Force tl'SSAC i/7ili Ai'r. it was 
located Al NaJclion Phanom In tuiflheusl Ihailalul. 
In this regard Utiiied States, air support operations 
into Cambodia continued until the julumn of 1 97 J. 
Fifth, a United States delegation Co a Four- Pan y 
Joint Military Coninuvsnm (US. SVN. DRV. PRO) 
had lo he organized. The commission was to serve 
as a forum for communication among ihe Four 
Parties, assist in ihe implementation or ihe agree- 
ment, and help verify compliance with Ihe agree- 
ment. Sixth, planning for Ihe support of the Interna- 
tional Commission of Control and Supervision had 
to be accomplished. And seventh, efforts lo recover 
Americans still missing m action had io continue 
Fin i hat pufpitoc, the Joint Casualty Resolution 
Center was established as a successor to MACV's 
Personnel Recovery Center 
Since ihe purpose here it lo ewwnine the North 

Vietnamese invasion, the South Vietnamese re- 
sponse, and the United States reaction to the inva- 
sion, organizations not directly connected wilh the 
events or outcome of Ihe third Indochina war will 
be mentioned only in passing 

The defense AtmehL' Office 

]>A<> (IJi'feiive Attaehe Officel Saigon was orga- 
niiwd according to requirements esLiblislied by lite 
Joint Chiefs of Staff. CINCPAC, and Military As- 
sistance Command, Vietnam, and was activated on 
28 January 1973 by Maj. Gen. John E. Murray 
DAO Saigon was a unique organization, ll per- 
formed the traditional functions of ■ defense alia- 
che. managed American miliiary a flairs in Vietnam 
after the tease-fire including the programs for ihe 
support of South Vietnam's armed forces, adminis- 
tered procurement contracts in support of Ihe 
RVNAF,. and furnished housekeeping support lo 
Americans remaining in Vietnam after the cease- 
fire, Aside from the support of the RVNAF. it 

reported on operational mailers such as violations 
of ihe cease-fire, and produced intelligence informa- 
tion on which subsequent decisions concerning ihe 
Mi I nan Assistance Program and American mlerests 
in Southeast \si.i could hs. 1 h.tked The DAO occu- 
pied the office* turned over to it by the MACV at 
Tan Son Nhut Air fiase, ivutside of Saigon, and most 
of Us employees and officials concluded I heir work. 

from those offices. Small field offices were located 
in Da Nang. Pleiku, Qui Nhon, Nha Trang. Bien 
Hoa, Long Binh, Nha Etc. Dong Tarn, Hinh Fhuy, 
and Can Tho, 

In per fill ill the tiaditimial repr uscm l.il lonal and 

iiifornulioti-colleciing functions of military atta- 
ches, five professional attaches — two Army* two 
An I I'rce. und one Navy — were assigned lo the 
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DAO with nffkes in i he Amcncui limbassy in 
Saigon. The senior member uf tins Rioup «js ihc 
assistant defense attache, an A may colonel wlm 
relieved General Murr.is i.-l' rnii^li of In-, representa- 
tional functions and who reported to (he Do feme 
Intelligence Agency in Washington through attache 
channel*. The attaches made frequent visits <o the 
field where they observed RVNAF unit* and activi. 
ties and reported those observations to ihc defense 
Bttache and to Washington. 

The deputy defense attache »■» Hnp Gen Ralph 
J. Maglionc, U.S. Air Force, previously the MACV 
J- 1. General Maglionc was also chief of the Oper- 
ations and Plans Division. DAO. In addition to 
having a Nnull plans branch to perform customary 
military planning functions, Operalions and I'lnns 
Division hod an operation* branch that manned the 
Opcraliohs Center and conducted liaison svrlh the 
RVNAF Joint General Starr and with EI'j;uJl[lj;i[ ■ 
terv US5AG. on operational and reporting rotten. 
The training section of the Operations Branch was 
(esponsd-ile tttt Iraimnp provided Id the RVNAF 
under iIil- Mdllaiy Assis! ance Program. 

The lurgesl clement in the Operations ;uid Plan* 
Division was the Intelligence Uranch The Chief or 
the Intelligence Uranch waa responsible for Ameri- 
t jti military intelligence activity in the Republic of 
Vietnam. He reported dirccily [O the ambassador 
and the defense attache, coordinated with RVNAF 
intelligence agencies .uul oilier I'.S in \c I licence ac^ 

IimIh-n ri South Wifi.rli. and. in mlLlhccrkC chan 

nds> reported simultaneously on most matters to 
USSAG. CINCPAC and (he Defense Intelligence 
Agency. Because DAO Saigon was subordinate to 
USSAG hi operational :ind intelligence fields, the 
normal flow of tasking and repotting was through 
USSAG lo C1NCFAC and the JCS in Washington. 

The CommuniL-auons and Jflectronics Division 
had functions which. IiLl- ihose .d ihe Opera lions 
aad Plans Division, included support of TJ.S, mdti- 
lary activities J". Siell .i> LOiilinucd military a.s_si\|. 
once to RVNAF The Communications and I k-L 
Ironies Division supervised a contract which pro- 
fited communications for IWJ. the American Em- 
basay, and other U.S. agencies. The division also 
gave technical support, through contractors, to 
RVNAF military communications systems. It also 
provided liaison and anaiance to the RVNAF Jm'm 
General Staff and iht- \RVN Signal Dcpanment. 

Three divisions within DAO managed the Com- 
pics military assistance prcyi .uns the AK\A. 
the VNAF. and the Vietnamese Navy: the Army, 
Air Force, and Na\ y Dis ismns 

IX'spitc it* broad rL-spimsibiltfiaa, DAO was au- 
iliunied nnly 90 military and t.JOO civilians. Jt was 
also told to plan for an early reduction in strength 
and disestablishment, the littler expected to occur 
within a year. 



To accomplish its mission while planning on phas- 
ing cut, DAO had 10 employ contractors to perform 
jruiiy functions 1 he contract*.. bowser., were aJso 
to be reduecd In number and scope throughout ihc 
year, When DAO Saigon became operational upon 
the disestablishment of MACV in late January, no 
fewer than 3SJ separate contracts were on the books 
with a total value of million. Slightly fewer 
than 230 of these were performed in South Vietnam; 
Ihc others were off-shore- In January 197J, over 
23.000 people were employed by contractors in 
South Vietnam, of whom over 3,000 were Ameri- 
cans, infllM] were Vietnamese, and the remainder 
were third-country nationals, Dy mid -year of 1973 
Ihc total was reduced by half. 

More than half the American contract employees 
were involved in training programs fin \\ic 
RVNAF Of these, more than half were involved in 
aircraft maintenance, another large group was in 
eommmitcaiion- and electronics, and the rest 
worked in technical fields ranging from vehicle 
repair and overhaul 10 ship user haul and mainte- 
nance. Although most contract employees, were lo. 
catcd in Ihc Saigon region, sizable crimps wen- at 
the air basis ai Da Nianji, in Military Region 2 ui 
Pkiku, Phu Cat. and Phan Rang, and at Btak Thay* 

the VNAF air base iiL~ir fan ["ho in MR *, Two 
Vl-.iIi later, as the fihal Communivl chffrnsivc gamed 
momentum, the safety of those Americans in the 
outlying bases became a matter of major concern, 
even though Iheir numbers by that time were great- 
ly reduced 

The ccase-fiie a^feeineiil in VieEiuim signaled the 
end of the American advisory el'fuii m ihat country. 
The senior officials of DAO scrupulously avoided 
jtiy nflVr 1 1 r opcr.i l loail advice to Ihe V r ietnaniesc 
with whom 1 hey worked intimately and continuous- 
ly. Tne technical assistance provided by ihe mililary 

and Senior civilian uffieials of DAO and hy the 
contractors was esseiiiial m the RVNAb's nuidern. 
izalion and expansion, hui ihc S^iuth Vktaarmc 
military would gel no advice on military operaiions. 
ui^iils, eir techn^tics i*r employment The war bc- 
lon^ed to ilu- Vietnamese, and they were going lo 
fight it The RVNAF knew what ui d<i hut had lo 
be provided the means. VVIial ihey could nut control 
was Ihe steady buildup of North Vietnamese mili- 
tary power within their borders. ,1 buildup which 
culmiivflicd in the final offensive of l^s 

\oit on Sources 

The MACV Official History was consulted for 
information concerning iMnsu nnd Enhsvci 
PLUS as were messages sent by MACV to CINC- 
I'AC recovered from Defense archives. Concerning 
ihe orfjamralion and fillictnMts uf i J At ) Saiyon, Ilk' 
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major source* consulted were 1he MACV Official 
History. Volumes I and II. and DAO Saigon's 
QuarlcHy Renew and Analysis, |si (Jinnler. FY 74. 



The author, who wh proem during ihv final days 
of MACV ud participated in organizing I>AO, hnx 
■Ih> referred to his own rvoles and recoNcciitmv 
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Hit PUn* dttcuwiiwis m end ihe war had resumed 
on II June 1sr?2. On * Ociobcr, ihe DRV an- 
nounced * new proposal thai led in "acceleration" 
in ihe i.illi and gave n« lo speculation concern ui>; 
mi imminent cease-fire 1i i* heyond the sciijh- t>f tli is 
work lo esamine (he negotiating rvsuc* invoked; 
suffice It to sny ihm I he I>kV insisted iM.it its new 
proposal w«* contingent upon an agreed solution 1o 
end the wu by J1 October. The United Smies 
revponded with a pledge lo try and reach an agree- 
men by 1hat dale- AntH ipnl ing wnm in negotiat- 
ing. Ihe NVA in mul-fVn^i be K an widespread 
pre-eease'fire at-Cw-L* io gain liuid and population. 
By tin- owl of die tin hi i h. ARVN counterattacks 
luJ nullified nearly all NVA gains, and discussion* 
m Paris again broke down. {Sec Deport men I of 
State Bulkttn. 1 .' Nns ember in?:, for .1 n-ruM i .-n ihe 
Oclober dncucHom.) 

The situation w» *imilnr at Ihe beginning or 1*7 J. 
From mfnrmiHion available- ni the time and from 
inU'lliRfnuc subsequently gathered through the in- 
icrroparton of prisoners or war and Ihe exploitation 
of captured document*, MACV learned thai Ihe 
NVA again planned general attack* throughout 
mod of South Vietnam to lake plate immediately 
before Ihe enpeclrd dale of ihe ecaae-fije. Thcse 
iillinkv known as I ^sjMik mi 7 J, occurred essoin Lilly 
between iy January and J February 1973. There 
wits, however, ■ lack of uniformity in local objec- 
tive* and in the manner m which ihe total ai tacks 
tOOll place. 

Military Hcjjjnn I 

In ihe northern pan of South Vietnam. Military 
Region I, Ihe NVA B5 Front wu in no condition to 
launch anything but local attack*. a* KVA leader 
*hip ippjueM I y recognized Chi the oilier hand, the 
8S Frnni had un inicncion of giving up any of the 
terrain in northern Quang Tri Province for which il 
had paid to dearly during 1372 Throughout Janu- 
ary It vigor>iUsi*. opposed uilh heavy artillery horn 
hardmenl* attempt* by the South Vietnamese ma- 
imrs m advance along the coast toward the Cua 



Viet likewise, south and *c*t of Quang Trt City, 
ihe U5 From fdree* prevented any expansion of the 
Airborne Division'* portion* into the hill* touth of 
1he Thach llan River and again*! ihe Thavh Han 
River Iijh' iivll 

I he enemy continued to reinforce his defense* in 
ihe highland* north of the flinch llan Rivet and 
west of Quang Tri City- Element* of the NVA 
3011 h Division were shifted (o this sector, and adoV 
li- ■n.il anfiaircrall uiuU wnc brought ml'* Ihe 
I- runt, mi thai by iht end of January elements of at 
least 11 antiaircraft regiments were deployed in 
northeastern Quang Tn Province, An additional 
tank battalion from North Vietnam evidently en- 
tered the Quang Tri Front on the Cua Viet during 
January ;nnJ was piohuliLy Used in countering the 
South Vicinanirsc marines on the loth. Despite 
very heavy artillery fire and tank reinforcements, 
the marines, succeeded m temporarily cMabhshing a 
lodgmem at ihe mouth «f the Cua Vict on 2K 
January, 

South of the B* Front, in ihe area of operations 
controlled by MRTTH (MR Tn-Ttnen-Huck the 
situation called for a different approach The popu- 
lated lowland* -iIit.j: the coa*1 seemed ID ibv North 
Vietnamese to in* lie infittraluin and occupation II a 
political presence eotikl l*c established there, post- 
cease-firc evidence of the legmnucs iii ihe M F 
LL»utd be offered. Therefore, military opera lions by 
die mam fmco id MR ITU were drstgned to *up- 
pon iDfillralkm. 

Idement* of the H4).ld Regiment, 324B Divtsion, 
hod moved into Ihe lowlands Mnith <>f Camp F.vans, 
and regular force* v*eiu* rammp inssard the h>w- 
lantl* mirili id Hue lhi i-t January The ncni day, 
ar niter y and ground ,11 lacks increased againM 
RVNAF positions north, west, and south of Hue 
Between 27 January and > February, elements of 
the K03d ol templed to interdict Highway I m the 
vicinity of the An In brittle In I his area a I one, the 
enemy Inst ,i ppio si in .i iel j 200 Lilted in fierce fight - 
ing in which the North Vietnamese captured a 
mntilver of hamlet* rH'fnre being ejecled South of 
Hue, the NVA Slh and blh Regiments attacking m 
the lowlands around I'hu llai, penetrated several 
hamlets, .ill In m [di most id ihe nifitiralini xsere eilKl- 
eeptcd before reaching the ivpulated areas. Abssul 
175 enemy soldiers died m the fighling wulh of 
Hue Although the enemy in MRTTH **-y.s partially 
successful over the eight-day pernxl m esEaMishinjj 

SJ-wne ei'istri'l, AH\ S lureex, vubscs|uenlly dfOS e llie 
■□fillralors i»uE I iklnuhledK contributing to ihe 
enemy's failure ,nul ihe Smiih \'icmaniesc successes 
was the general anlipathy of Ihe population for the 
Cf»mmum*t ftirce* The people revallctl ihv massa- 
cre* of Tel l"JhS. 

Seiuth of the Hai Van Pass. NVA open I mm- In 
seiie land and people prior lo the cease Tire were 
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under ihccnnlml of NVA Military Region 5. Intel- 
ligence >v*iJ*blc at the time revealed I tut officuls 
of MR 5 mistakenly believed thai tcaro? fif the- 
International Commissural for Corneal and Supervi- 
sion {IOCS) would be in position al I he time the 
cease-fire became effective Although 1he North 
Vietnamese seized v>mc Immlcis and vdlj^rv 
\ K VN eotintemitavLs mhih drove most of ihc local 
and NVA forces, oul Both the NVA and the local 
force* ovcrentended themselves in the brief cam. 
pjien .md could ihh Ratine ihcir gains. 

Intelligence sources revealed thai Ihc NVA cv 
pected lis main fortes to he ahlc lo contain ihc 
ARV'N in its bases and thereby peirnu local forces 
to mvoi ihc hamkeu and villages The baste usump- 
iilmi was that even though the cease-fire might stop 
all military activity. local force* would he able to 
condii-i i political and propaganda activities without 
interruption As it lumed out. ICCS teams were not 
available Of deployed to prevent ARVN counter- 
moves, and it is douhtful. even had ihcy been in 
place, wliethct Llicy would hiive had any apprecia- 
ble influence on military operation 1 . 

In northern MR 5. NVA attacks were heaviest in 
three areas: Frimt-4 operations were conducted in 
Quwir Nam, ihc Tilth Division onerjUed to contain 
the ARVN in the Que Son Volley and prevented 
the ARVN from advancing into the important 
enemy logtstka! hav m th* Hiep Due region, and 
provincial and local force* operated in northern and 
cent Ml (Juann Njjai, while the NVA 2d Division 
attacked in the southern district of Ihc province. 

[r Quang Nam Province, Front-* had completed 
ii% preparations for the attacks by 22 January 1973. 
including having the 575lh Artillery Hnltahon move 
rockets into four firing positions for macks against 
Da Nang. Fighting began on the morning or 2b 
January svii h a ground attack against Due Due and 
a rockei attack against Da Nang 

Numerous attacks by fire and infantry assault 
were Nrmiltancously conducied against South Viet- 
namese positions and lino i if colli ttluillLathirl 
ihioughoui ihe province, and all district headquar- 
ters in Quang Nam Province were hit Da Nang 
received rockcl .i na-c k for I htee consecutive dayt- 
Comodent with Ihe Attacks on the majoi hcaduuar 
k-rs and district capitals, lhc NVA supported the 
local forces iiifillraliiig the hamlet* and villages 
NLF flags were sighted in the hamlets, of western 
Hieu Due District, southern and western Dai Loc. 
Dwn San. northeastern Due Due. Westers Dtty 
Xuyen. and p.irt* of northern Que Son District 
Subsequent ARVN operations recovered some of 
rhese ouilyiiv ■- 1 1 i t- - and hamlets, ihe final mull 
probably correctly reflected the relative military 
balance ami political influence in the area, 

Southwest of Que Son, just across the province 
boundary in Quang Tin Province, was the important 



NVA logistical area centered at Mn i p Due. The 
Tilth Division was commuted to defending this 
vital area and ihua played no offensive rote 
in L\NlNrK4ll Two days, ufter Christmas V)71, ilic 
AR VN .Id Division launched a slnmg. faal- moving 
spoiling allack aimed at tearing up ihe enemy's Hiep 
Due base Deep pL-iici rations were made in Ihc first 
few days, and the I Corps Commander, Lt, Oert 
Ngjo Quang Trunng, sou^hi lo e*ploii ihe early 
success by detacrrfatg ihe 51st Infantry Regiment 
from ihc 1st Division and, Lin 3 January, sending it 
in reinforce ihe advancing 3d Division Mm < In 
Nguyen Duy Hinh, commanding Ihe 3d, committed 
ihc 5 1st Regiment on the mghi of IA January to 
continue the attack to scitc Fire Support Ba.sc 

(FSB) Wot, • strongly Jollified position defended 
by rlcmrnLs of ihe NVA 71 j ■ la Division on Hill 
Hoi I e. ii.ii ding ihc eastern approach to Hiep Due. 
The Slit was able to advance only part way up Ihe 
slopes of Hill 1*60 and could not dislodge ihc 
enemy infantry holding the crest. Meanwhile, clc- 
mcnKol ihe VI nisismn's 34 Regimem were across 
1hc Que Jinn Valley and had selicd the hill above 
Cliaw Sim, thus coin rolling k« iule SJU kiio Hu p 
Dvic- On 24 January, ihe 3d Division's attach con- 
nnucd; die objective was l-'SFI O'Connor im hifjh 
ground just east of Hiep Due. Two days Uter. wnh 
the cease-fire imminent and the kngal enemy forces 
moving into the pnmdaled lowlands of Ouang Nam, 
the 1 ■ I Division had lo terminate its attack barely 
short of its final objective. A strong counterattack 
hy ihe '11th Division Forces still on FSH West 
prevented the 3d Division's infant ry from gaining 
1SH (.Vl'oiinof. but ihe heavy casuallies sustained 
by the 71 llh demoralized and weakened it tcvcrly. 
By the end of January, 3d Division troops were 
busy c lean ng I'val forces from the hamlcK west and 
southwest of Da Nang, and by the end of ihe month 
only one hamlci remained umler enemy influence in 
Dai Lit Disinci 

Between 23 and 26 January, enemy local force* in 
Quang Ngai Frovirrec infiltrated into assembly areas 
in the lowlands and on 27 January attacked 
throughout ihe lowlands, tockeiing Ihe provincial 
and district capitals, and interdicting Highway 1 
(QL-I) in a number of places. Several RF and PF 
posts were overrun, In toulhr-rn Quang Ngai. the 
52d Regiment. NVA 2d Dtvition, cstabhslicd de- 
tVnvs around tin- clisirici tirwn tif Ba To, which it 
had controlled since the fall of 1472. Rather than 
challenge this position, Ihe ARVN deployed lo 
prevent the Hd from moving toward ihr lowlands. 

Hi Iding Us 1st kenimenl in levels e, I he NVA 2d 
Division used one battalion to support \ocml forces 
in Mo Due. kept one battalion in the base ares, and 
deployed Ihe ih»rd M support the atl-nci 4iflhc l*lsi 
Regiment in Due Tho Dittrkl, H was in Due Tho 
that ihe greatest threat to ARVN security occurred. 
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On 27 January the 1 4 1st s attack r cached Highway I 
soulh of Due The and secured the rot of the 
district south 1o (be border of Btnh Dinh Province 

The area captured included I he' small fishing and 
salt- nuking port of Sa Huynh. in which i wo battal- 
ions of the NVA 12th Regiment, 3d Division, sup- 
ported I he attack of 1 he 2d Division. Since the NVA 
had blocked I he only north-south tine of comrnuni- 

ealion and hail *ecured ■ SCjipOfl. however small 
and undeveloped, in I lie center of I he country, ihe 
South V iL-iiiainese could hardly permit this situation 
to go unchallenged. Vigorous- counterattacks suc- 
ceeded in driving Ihe enemy from Sa Huynh by 16 
February, Enemy kmc* bi I he fighting may have 
eicecdcd MX) men, hui prohahly of greater impor- 
laiiL-L- wis I he psychological and political impact of 
the defeat. Despite having seixed Sa Huynh only the 
day hefore ihe cedsc-firc, the Commtinish, were 
outraged at being ejected from tends they "legiti- 
mately" occupied at the moment of cease-fire. Sa 
Huj nh became a tomniiiiuM cause and pUn* for Us 
recapture appeared regularly in intelligence report* 
until the final days of the Republic 

Military Refdon 2 

The southern pan of ConimuniM Military Region 
5 included BLnh Dinh. Phu Yen. and Khanh Hoa 
Province*. Intelligence collected before Ihe cease- 
fire provided an accurate preview of what could be 
ci [weird there. The enemy's objectives were to 
isolate ihe northern distills of Elinli I >mh. bold the 
ARVN 22d Division in its baoscs, eut Highway 1 
(the only north-south route of any imporui.in.-e under 
South Vietnamese control I, and gather to ihe NLF 
as much land and as many people is possible. From 
the NVA point of view, the prospeel* Cor success 
seemed good, for large segment! of the population 
in Ihe coastal areas of Binh Dinh and Phu Yen hud 
li-np heen hyrnpnlheiic to the VC, and ihe ARVN 
:?il l>ivfvon had yet to e*lnHi-li an* reputation f"i 
excellence in battle. Since 1 he area along Highway I 
w« fairly densely populated. M would provide a 
significant population base. 

Fighling started in northeast Binh Dinh when, by 
23 January 197 J, elements of Ihe 12th Regiment, 
NVA 3d Division, moved from base* in Ihe An Lao 
valley toward the Tarn Qunn lowland* Beginning 
on the 24th and lasting until ihe 2*ih. ihe attacks 
w-i-rr deigned to fix the ARVN 4 1st Rcgiitieni in its 
ba*e» and support the attack of the NVA 2d Divi- 
sion jusi to the aortrt at Sa Huynh. 

South of Ihe Lai Guuig River, m Hlui An Dis. 
tnc(. 1he rest of Ihe NVA id Division aitoeked 
government poala and attempted to prevent the 
deployment of" the 224 Division, On 28 January, ihc 
loeal forces heflan then Glacis along Highway I 
and in ihe hartiki* and village*, successfully culling 



the highway just smith of the Bong Son pa** and in 
several place* m Phu Yen Province. Farther south, 
la Khanh Hoa. other attempts to cut Highway 1 
■*L're unsuccessful AH hough contacts were lit he 
.Mid vcnllcrcJ in khanh Hon Province, ihe enemy 
vueceeded in interdicling Highway 21 (QUI), tem- 
porarily isolating Ban Me Thuot from the coast . By 
the day after cca«e-fire. a number of hamlets in Phu 
Ven were umK-r ConimuiiiM control, hui hard fight- 
ing h } RK and PI- succeeded hy 2 February in 
eliminating Cuihiniinivl control in .ill hnl two ham- 
Id*. By the 3th all of Highway I was back under 
government control, although 1he route remained 
closed 1o traffic until ill destroyed bridges were 
repaired. 

Ah hough the enemy seemed in enjoy great 
chiiiicet for success in Binh Dinh and Phu Yen 
Provinces, it waft clear by the first week of Febru^ 
ary ihnt he had failed to achieve any significanl 
gaim lli(ihwi\ I wo* open from Khanh Hoa Prov- 
ince to the Quang Npu border, ihe towns and 
villages were in South Vietnamese hands, und ihe 
local enemy forces had incurred extremely heavy 

li '■sv.-s 

The NVA's BJ Front included Konlum, Pkiku, 
Phu Ban. and Darlac Provinces, part ofQuang Due, 
and wciiem districts of Binh Dinh. Objective* av 
signed to enemy forces in B.t From were similar to 
those in southern MR 3: to hold the ARVN 23d 
Division in place isolate ihe cities of Komuni, 
Plciku. and Ban Me Thuot. and interdict the main 
highway*. Attaining tbe*c objective* would effec- 
tively e*ICnd control over Ihe population of the 
highlands. Although i he objective* were in no im- 
porlani way different from those assigned m the 
attacks which preceded Ihe aborted cease-fire in 
October 1972, Ihe enemy apparently had learned 
one important lesson in the October fiasco: it was, 
fatal to begin the attack two weeks before the 
effective date of the cease-fire. This time the North 
Vietnamese waned until ihe nighl of 2b January to 
make their move* into the hamlets and villages, and 
not until ihe morning of the cease-fire did the at- 
tacks reach full intensity llie timing meant that the 
ARVN would hasc to conduct it* counterattack* 
after the cease-fire and thus— so the theory had it — 
be subject to IOCS observation and control 

Preparation* for occupying the villages and ham- 
ids in i he highland* began on JO and 21 JailUar* 
when elemenu of both enemy division*, the 10th 
and . l 20th, began attack* to lie dawn ARVN de- 
fender*. Employing Ihe 24th and 28th Regiment*, 
■he lOlh Division on 27 January attacked Polei 
Kiong and I rung Nghm. forcing the ARVN 13th 
Ranger Bindn Defense Hjiiahou to withdraw from 
Polei Krong on the 2Sth The J20th meanwhile 
attacked Due Co on the 20th and the ne*i day 
gained control of Ihe camp. 
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Route interdictions began later. C>n 2b January, in 
coordination with ihe Polci Krong ud Trung 
Nghu attack, the 95 D Regiment, 10th Division, 
mud Highway 14 (QL-14) where il traversed the 
Chj PiQ Pa» and held on unlil 10 February. Far- 
IhCT SOUlh, m Darlae Pros iiktc. a bruise on High- 
way 14 near lluon Ho was destroyed uui several 
hamlets infihraied. Contact with Bun Me Thuot by 
way of Highway 14 was interrupted until about 14 
February The enemy's Gib Ijh Provincial Unit 
closed Highway 19 (QL-19) ■( the Pleiku Hitih 
Dink bOftkr and maintained the block unLiI 4 Feb. 
mars South of Pldku City, clement* of ihe ilOth 
Division were successful in doting Highway 14 
temporarily. Pleiku City itselT received repelled 
attacks by 122-mm, rockets on 28 January, but 
damage ww light. 

Allium irh i tic enemy's main forces in the high- 
loikd-h achieved their initial objective* in I he L\NI>- 
tiltAl campaign, their ultimate failure can be attribut- 
ed to the weakness of local fore**. Not only did 

they fail to hold iwupirtl villa^s. but a4«> they 
sustained heavy losses an. I I tic military effectiveness 
of their units decreased significantly. The mtnt im- 
po riant gain was. ihe recapture or Due Co in lime to 
receive Ihe 1CCS, yet this achievement was. caused 
more by ARVN overextension than by 520th Divi- 
sion strength. By nndd'ehruary the military balance 
■n the highlands was generally the same ta il had 
been ai ihe end of December 1972. 

NVA Military Region 6 included five South Viet- 
namese provinces, the beautiful mountain province* 
of Tuyen Due and Lam Dong and ihe eoastal 
provinces of Ninh Thuan, Binh Thuan. and Binh 
Tuy. Tina waa ■ sparsely populated region and 

relatively isolated lr,.m the wji I In- ARVN W.iA no 
regular force* deployed ihcrc. and ihe RF and PF 
mainlatued effective control. 

The enemy m MR 9 had only four NVA infant n 
haiiajiniu. one NVA artillery battalion, and two VC 
infanlry battalions, all of them weak and under, 
strength. Action began on the night of 2d Jaimars 
with an attack on a hamlet north of Dalat, the 
capital of Tuyen Due. Another enemy force at- 
tempted unsuccessfully 10 cMeY a hamlet north of 
Phan Truet in Hnh thuan. Although local forces 
inlerdicied Highway 20 (QL-20) east of Rao Loc in 
Lam Dong Province, the RVNAF cleared ihe route 
by 30 January. Another thrust was repulvrd wiih 
heavy losses at Tanh Linh district town in Binh Tuy 
on 21 January. On the morning of the 28th. the day 
the eeasc-fire was m become effective, ihe number 
of hamlets entered increased significantly. espcsJulK 
m Uinh Thuan, but an NVA battalion entering a 
sufourh of Dalai was quickly ejected. 

The LANnGMM campaign in MR 9 was clearly a 
failure The RF and PF perforated capably, and by 
ihe end of January the siiualion was clearly under 



South Vietnamese control Highway I through the 
LOasial provinces was ne\cf successfully eul, and 
the only lasting result of the campaign was die 
seruuis drpklion ff Ihe enemy's local force foaiial- 
ions. 

Military Region & 

The enemy's liavtem Nam lio Region w.m rough- 
ly the same as South Vietnam's Military Region J 
(Binh Tuy. Gia Dinh, Hau Nghia. and Lung An 
Provinces were excluded}. In addition to scheduling 
attacks close to the l ease-tire date, ih..- *s\ A n 
October 1972 had also learned that it lacked the 
strength to infiltrate the Saigon area with main 
forces. Thus LwiX.RSB ~\ m Faslcni Nam Bo did 
not begin until a few days before ihe ceasefire wa * 
to become effective, and Saigon waa not an objec- 
tive. 

A* in other populated arcw of South Vietnam, 
the enemy's i-hjevtwe JvsM before cease-fire was to 
eilend the area under Communist control and 
gather more people to the National Liberation 
From, but in the Eastern Nam Bo region a second 
objective applied: to establish a suitable capital for 
the M F in S.anh Win. im I nil- 1 licence collected in 
the weeks before cease-fire appeared to indicate that 
Tay Ninh City, the capital of Tay Ncnh Province, 
had been selected., foul for reasons not fully clear, 
the Com.'iiunisu failed 10 allocate sufficient forces to 
capture the city. ARVN preemptive operations in 
January 147.1 most likely eliminated the enemy's 
capability io assign main forces to a Tay Ninh 
campaign. As a result, only relatively weak, local 
forces were available, and the campaign roiled 

Al ihe end of ihe firsl I wo Weeks in January, 
ARVN 111 Corps began an attack in hi ihe Sjicoh 
River corridor and advanced all the way to Tn 
Tarn in the Mkrhehn plantation. Enemy tosses were 
estimated in excess of 400 killed The damage and 
disruption caused in enemy bases in ihe Long 
Nguyen Secret Zone and the Boi Lot woods wetc 
extensive. Heavily supported by R-SS's. the ARVN 
disrupted ihe enemy's plans for pre-eease-fire oper- 
ations. The NVA 7th Division was forced to deploy 
in ihe Michehn plantation, and Ihe ARVN con- 
tamed n there during ihis critical time- The Miche- 
lin operation also impelled ihe NVA to keep maim 
elements of the Qih Division in defensive positions 
around An Loc and Loc Ninh in Binh Long Prov- 
ince. Intelligence reports hud indicated that the 9th 
Waa to play an important role in the Tay Ninh 
Attacks. 

The number and intensity of attacks by fire sig- 
nificantly increased from 2J through 25 January, 
Widespread attacks by fire and assault began on the 
26ih and 21ih agamsi ARVN and RF-PF outposts, 
mostly on those located in defense of major lines of 
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communication. Am<mj{ those hn were t raiip liariji 
i mi Highway 1. the vicinity of Traitg Bom in Burn 
Him Province, the junction or Highway* 1 and 20 in 
I . i ,- Ki .iuh Province ^ Highway I J south of Chon 
Thanh and mnih of l-ai t"hnru in Binh Duong 
Province. Highway 1$ south or Long Thanh and 
north «if Phuoc Le< and Highway 23 in soul hern 
Phuoc Tuy Province near Dil Do, Enemy cihhI- 
lies were fairly heavy, especially atonj; Highway I ? 
south ofChon Thanh, where lb* Communists IijvI 
over ]20 kitted- 

The Communists attained some short-term hk- 
eesscs, for about 144 hamlets wen reported contest- 
ed il one time or unoiher ilurina; the pcmid ll-iv 
JUMBtry lv?J- (During the October I9T2. attack*, 
only 96 hamlets wen- contested.) Nevertheless, hy 3 
Februnry only 14 hamlets remained uihkr enemy 
control, and four days Later ail hamlets in the region 
tvirrv h.K'k under cnnlrol of South Vietnamese 
forte* The hne-of-Wmnnunical mn interdictions 
were also short lived, all msjni roads were open hy 
I February. 

In keeping with the Communis! goal or political 
control, Cerrortsl sitae** dunng the brief cMipnign 
were few. apparently on the I henry thai widespread 
ti-rnmsm wnulcl aiilagoniie the people. As 1 1 Was* in 
most instances the people would leave their hamlets 
a* 1 he enemy forces entered and return only when 
government forces had ejected the Communists 
The enemy's political objective* were not achicscd. 
the attempt to odoc T*y Niah City never an- 
pr one bed nkuM, and U-rriMti.il forces vscr.- able- U 
clear the enemy from outlying Itainktx with only 
minimal assistance from the ARVN. The com of ibe 
campaign for the enemy wai heavy: over 2,000 
Commu nisi in Kip* were killed and 41 captured, A 
large proportion of ihr casualties occurred in local 
forces; they were weak at the begimiuii; and weaker 
still at the end. They never recovered. 

Military Kefcinn 4 

Just as the ARVN preempted enemy operations 
m Military Region 3 *o it did also in the Mekong 
Delta, tn a tlclia-w'ide operation known as DaNfi 
K'lol, ills- AKVN arid [rlrlHilials planned lo attack 
for sin days hegihiimg on 15 January, but hi srv.-Li:u 
alar were the early successes that the operation was 
extended for six more days. Losses of over 2,000 
killed antl disruption* m dcpktymenl and logistical 

aeli vil-s . cOnuu£ jllsl In-fore L s.NI.M.,K SH. seliuilsU jf- 

fected the enemy's ability to launch a ugntficani 
offensive. 

The areas the Communists planned to capture m 
the delta Were those having the greateM potential 
for subsequent exploitation and expansion. In the 
northern delta, they considered the border area with 
Cambodia from Ha Tien m 1he «co to the t',irtn\\ 



Beak rn the cast to be most important, lo include 
northern Kien Giang, Chiu Doc. Kien Phong. Kten 
Tuong, aad Long An Provinces. Western Hnu 
Spina Province alui tuul hiRh priority as did central 
Dinh Tuong Province, Highway 4 from the south- 
western delta lo Saigon crossed the center of Dinh 
t unno, and the area around My Tho. the capital. 

w;is driotlx popii?:ili\S Ihc ( omniums!* alsti 

wanted to cxiend their control in Chuong Thien 
Province. Having already established control in the 
U Minh Forest, I hey could anchor the terminus of 
infiltration cooridor 1C from Cambodia through 
kien tlmitp nun i hL- linger de!l# Mm heeouxe of the 
Smuih Vietnamese I Rum operation, none of 
ihesc glials was declined to be realised 

Communist Mililory Region 2 included eight of 
■ he tli-llii provnues in \r\<.- norlh 1'h.ui Do.-, whiji 
contained dhr enemy base in die Seven Mmi mains 
On ihc Cam hi Khan border; M I he cjsC. kien Phonj: 

and Kien Tuong, with the vast marshy area of ihe 
Plain of Reeds; to the south or these three border 
provinces, the central Mekong provinces of An 
Giang and Sa Dec. whose dense populations were 
undrr relatively strong South Vietnamese influence 

and control, mid tin- i. M.il, rnipuliHit pfHivinec of 
Dinh TwitlgL and in ihc far south, ihe coastal pfov- 
usees of Kien Hoa and Go Cong 

LANDCMAal 73 i> CominunLSI VI K 2 appeared In 
begm on 23 January l*T? when two hgiEtalunns of 
the NVA 207th Regtmenl cfmsed the Cambudum 
border into northern kien Plung Province. This 
invasion coincided with at least D light attacks by 
fire and ground probes. Two Communist soldiers 
captured that day revealed that the NVA> intcnlion 
wo» to capture the district town of Hott Ngu, 

Jeslrity all gtivernmenl pntsts ahing Ihe t-H^rder, in> 
tempt XVNAF relief coluiniLv and ihcn extend ihr 
attack southward deep into Kien Phong Province. 
Attacks were recorded along the entire border, In 
one of many sharp engagement* northeo«l of do 
Cai, RVNAF casualties *erc light but the- enemy 
tost 32 killed itisd twi* prrsoners. In heavy fiyhtinj; 
on ihe 25ih, the ARVN again iiscurred light casual- 
ties but killed 47 of Ihe enemy, Enemy losses in less 
than three days exceeded 100 killed in exchange for 
iMily minor ground advances- Following this flury 

Of aluiCks, the fijthlmg in Kien I'hinip Province 

aha ted and remained so until the eve. of the cease- 
fire. South Vietnamese bases were subjected oaly to 
sporadic light attacks by fire, 

In Dinh Tulmik, despite a heas y sonc^nltjUk^n of 
enefliy main force units, in the center of tlie provinci: 
(the 51 h and ftth Divisions, the El, 6th, DTI, and 
J20lh Regiments, and poaarbly elements of the 174th 
RejinncntjL the level of activity wu surprisingly 
li>W. Even on 2H and 2^ January, when the numher 
of attacks approximately doubled, ihe weight of ihr 
attacks remained low. Although ground contact 
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Mm made *vhh element* of the 174lh Regiment in 
the area known u Tn Phtp, Ihese contacts subsided 
After the cew-firc, probably an ntnii utile tn ihc 
wmy'* high cosualite*- 

la euicm Dinh Tuong and Go Cong Provinces a 
prisoner reported that rrmm force*, including i Hl- 
WA RRth and 24lh Hcjiimcnl^ were li» break Jou It 
into small unit* ard conduct political activity among 
the population. This lactic was to create the impres- 
sion that the local force were everywhere thiough- 
oul the delta and would support Comitiuntvi politi- 
cal actlvrty. The troop* had instructions to limn 1 he 
u« of heavy weapons and thus gain more credibility 
as, local guerrillas, I .oval South Vietnamese force* 
icsponded effectively lo ihi* campaign, and ihc 

CommtHH*i* i*L'hie:* rd nr sigmfn Jill gallic 

The NVA'i Military Re^on J included the nine 
provinces of the lower ddt* Kkn Giang, on the 
Cambodian border, wis the northernmost. The delta 
capital and the headquarters for the ARVK IV 
Corps waa at Can I \v m the central Mekong prov- 
ince of 1'hiMig Uinh I Ik- Communist*" only relative- 
ly secure ftnd uncontested base area in tin- deli j was 
in MR 3. the U Minh Forcsl. a nM mangrove 
v.\ amp and forest extending aero** iht- hordcr or 
Kicn Giang and \ n \m\ rn I'mvimw on ihc coast of 
ihc Gulf of Thailand. 

As L-lv-whciL- in the delta, activity m MR 3 in- 
crcaved sliarply on 2J January Well over half of the 
incident* reported were harassment* and attacks by 
fire against South Vietnamese po*i*. In the norih- 
west. the NVA l*t Division sent troops across Ihc 
frontier from Cambodia with Ihc apparent purpose 
of having, them in posh ion for the kickoff of oper- 
ation* at the time of the cease-fire Documents «.ap 
tuTtt) in sharp fichtinj; n-.-.i r Ho lien Village in 
northwestern Kn-\i (.hang were idenlificd as belong- 
ing 10 a battalion of the 52d Regiment, 1st Division, 
and subsequent interrogation of ■ captured prv*nner 
cimrirmett (he haltahim's presence as well as ihusc 
uf the regimental headquarters and a second hu Mill- 
ion. The prisoner a ho gave evidence of the regi- 
ment's low morale, many of the soldiers had recent ■ 

ty been released from miltiary hmjulal*. and ihc 
gencril health nrfihc unit was low The regiment's 
niwon was lo occupy the Ha Tien area and show 
Ihc Vc flag prior to the ceasefire Combined 
RVNAF operations, emplii} nip ihc Air Force and 
ihc Rangers, pushed the 52d hack into Cambodia. 
Air strikes killed more than TO soldiers of the 52d. 
and ground fighting accounted for at least 1? mure 
The 's -Mih Sapper RcginiL-ni. also iubordi- 

nale lo the 1st Division, began operalion* in 1he 
Seven Mountains of Ctuu Doc on 1? January with 
.ill. i. k 1 - h\ fire agaiml Soulh Vietnamese posl* The 
+4tli moved into the Seven Mountain* near Tri Ton 
on 2J January to occupy as much territory and gam 
control of as much papulation ** posvMe. hui 



ARVN countcroperadflM again prevented any sig- 
nificant successes The third element of ihc NVA 
1*1 Division, ihc SQID Regiment, apparently re- 
nuincd in us m the Seven Mountains and 
contributed to I smkpH *h only with atlsckv by fire 

The highest level of enemy activity in NVA 
Military Region 3 occurred in Chuong Thicn Prov- 
ince. No fi'wi'i ihan touT NVA, regiments were 
available 10 converge lhi the pro* nice capital, Yl 
I'hanh. The NVA I SB Regiment was to the north- 
west, the Sapper Regimcnl wrs soulh along 
wiih elements uf ihe D2 Raiment, and part itf the 
111 kegnnenl u» in eastern Chuong t hirn nc.ii I he 
Phong Dinh Province border The headquarters Tor 
M R 3 was in the center of Ihc pro* wee 

The number and intently of attacks increased 
sharply on 26 January, including a scries of mortar 
and rocket attacks, some wiih I2fj.mm moriar* 
soulhwe*! ul Y Tang The activity increased again 
on 27 January and a number af oulposls mad district 
lawns experienced ground attacks and attack* hs 
fire. Contingent* of the D- Regimeni penetrated the 
district lown of l-ong My ai far as ihc marketplace 
before ihey could be driven oui On the uitic day 
kirn Thien received a heavy bombardment fol- 
lowed hy a ground nlluck element* of the 95 A 
S,ippc-r Reginu-iii I his allacL «m also rtpeQedL At 
Kien Hung, thru ugh ihc night* of n and 23 January 
■he 1KB Regiment conducted attacks b* fire By the 
morning of 28 January ihc town was surrounded by 
enemy troop*, bul South Vietnam** force* succtn*- 
fully held The province capital, Vi I'lianh, received 
sporadic aiiaclts by fire, but cj&uallic* and damage 
were light. 

A Hacks were widespread to the Fnr *n«.th. prim*n- 
ly against territorial force outposts and district 
towns; but in no caw did the situation change 
markedly from I hat before the I-Akdgrab campaign 
got under way The activity appeared to crest hy 
midday on 2S Januars .nul a gcncr.il micacy quiet 
followed Daring l.AMKiiAjj in MR 2 and 3, at least 
125 hamlets BtflM under Communist ntlock. hui no 
more tlian 20 were ever being vonlestcd ai arn one 
time No mam line* of commumcalhm were ever 
tlircaienctl, and all niu|or roods and canal* rs'mninrd 
tipen to Ira (Tic Assassination* and Other terrorism 
higucd Von hen in Hi«' Mekong IVI-, ,1,1 >li,- 
( ommniiisi* make any significant or lasting gain tn 
thr Face uf i he Inghls successful Soulh Vietnamese- 
IhiMi ItniM campaign, the enemy apparently real- 
wdl thai major lerritorul acquisition* were impmsi- 
Me. 

Relative Stcengib, J I Janaary 1973 

Tncrc ore countless ways in display order of 
hatile companions All can be misleading u ihey .ire 
U*ed to form judgment* regarding relative slrcnjitlt* 
and eapahiLilios vsithuul refeienLL- In ulliel factors. 
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Vietnam mow CteAHB-FiRF to Capitui atkjs 
TABLE L: RELATIVE STRENGTH, LATE JAN. 1573 



MR J 



MR 3 



MR 4 Total 



RVNAFs Ground ccwbat 145-170 
troops (thousands) 

In Regular units 75-90 
(thousands) 

Rational and Popular 70-80 
Forces f thousands) 

Trainees, Admn*. and — 
service troops > and 
casuals (thousands) 

Divisions 5 

Regl&enta and brigades* 16 

Regular battalions* 95 

96 



Enemy: Troops 
(thousands**) 

Combat troops 
(thousands**) 



NVA tcgulars 

Viet Cong 

A dim. and service 

troops (thousand***) 

NVA regulars 

Viet Cong 

Divisions 

Regimen tal Hq . * 

Battalion Hq.* 



71 

68 

3 
25 

19 
ft 

3*4 

54 
195 



143-146 155-175 



27-29 SO- 60 



116-117 J05-I15 



2 
7 
50 
42 

25 

19 
6 
17 

9 
fl 

I 

11 

73 



3 

64 
41 

25 

20 

16 

11 

! 

13 
77 



246-257 689- 74 S 

40-50 192-229 

206-207 497-519 
c.200 

3 13 
9 t*l 

55 264 

40 219 

27 14B 

16 123 

11 25 
13 71 

1 34 

12 37 
3 16 

16 94 

79 424 



*Incluiicfi Independent residents nnd battalions. 

tTotsl Includes 7 Ranger groups* 
**ln nest cases, Figures have b««n rounded down rather than up. 
''Includes an air defense division. 
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\\Mch as. ironing, battle experience, weaponry, i»e- 
lm and lechnique* of employment, missions, 
morale, and mobility. Showing the opposing (orccs 
thai appeared on Ihe Snmh Vietnam bankfidds as 
the final Iwo yearn began is nevolhelcH useful in 
underVaivdinjj later drvelopnH'nlv 

Table I shows the rtumbef of troops and units. 
The figura for the enemy were compiled by experi- 
enced analyses from intelligence gathered from 
nuny sources over a a umber of altJuiu^h 
estimates, these figures are reasonably reliable. 

TflMu 2 showi. ihe deptayrnenl at RVNAF divi- 
MiHtv, and Tahli: .1 giscs iliv (iiJit of hank of NV'A 
and VC forces,. 

TABLE 2 
MAJOR HVNAF UNITS, JAN. 197J 

Military Region 1 

111 Dn. Rcfti, 1. J. SI. 34, Id Div, Regit: 4. 3. *. id Di<, r Refti 
t Ml «] Anton* Piv Uniadet: 1, 2. 3: Mam Dtv Inaadev 

H7. isa. w 

Military Region 2 
lid Dtv, R**l* *0, 41. 41. 47, 134 Qw, RefU: 44, 44, JJ. 

Milttary Region J 
Reaftu 44, 49, W 

Mihiary Region 4 

ttk th*,'**gh. 10. II, 12. *(fc Efa Rr B «v Hi It I* 3trt Dtv, 
fr.ef.rt: II. JJ, 31. 

TABLE 3 
KSKMV (>HI)IK Ol IIATTI.K, 
LATE JAN. 1973 

£ Vietnam MR i (7fJS0 troops) 
NV* |)-< I iiim. i^i ^s.i., Tm i'**n,iM » I+T.3W niKin 

rhvtHtiim 32311 rJj»Of ll> 94, IQI. JJ04i (J, 500) tt*£K 

4411. WB !|2ib(tUX0>RigL 141. Ibi. 10*. Xttlh t3,<Mi i ke^ts 
*, 24B. (* 

Jtru.H. Inf .nil \ ip r.r J7« < | .OTJOfc }|tf rSW), llMh NiV.ll 

Sapper tip (SODk. J TUB ( I.IXDi PH/ Supper Or f* In, I, WO) 

tteiik, Atmer Joy 44 hkj MOt. »M H 3m, JCO.I 

Itfgh, Any 4;iti O.IOT); Mlb (UOOOfc Mill fUMO}; Mxh (I.OOIfc, 

IrJU, | I..1H, |H.lM<ni| 

Wnc But 13th Stffjff (ISO* 4Tili tnr (SOflfc TUtt AAA 11504 
NVA Mil iuii Hilars Tar-Tlili^ i «,■*■» l»iHihs. 

)2*IHJuu !iuj Ihirn-I.fimn Hrjh IV. *>J. 413 

K: t'u Inl i 1 Iilu THimi lih ( LWO). 6th 1 1 .flow 
BTSBArry ttegi LQuwig Tft-SOQ) 

Mm. Ibh 1 lliua Tliirnl 7rh Sappn 1ItBK. lllh Rtn (H»L 35lh 



NVA PkM wiTm ftmiw ■ . -v (MiMin- 
IVHUlionv KWh Inl (2S0), IIHOi Sapper <!»K »!4«h Inf (ISO) 
NVA MX J. 0Uam6 *w Qt*r«i Th -».«no 

noonu 
>: i4i 

KrvK Siprn- a<Hh ffXK »«h 4 1 flOO) 
>T3d Tart/ Artj Or < 500 1 

Mik »m (Qua* Tin): W R«N <t*(«- IKnh Vt.' MobU«>j«) M 
lino) 

!s;Va r*BNf -* < I.Jou tlWKir* 

Owv Mas, HIM Elrtv In NV'A Inl [iJOK 2*1 NVA 1*1 (E»j. 
4Ji» VC Ren tlMk »lh XV A Inf U»|v «M NVA InftlMn, Bbh 
VVA Inf (I Mil. Mmh XVA Shtpct iKOIl flirt NVA Sapper (30D>, 
NVA ^prc I l?at SIS* NVA Any <2»Ji STUfc NVA 
Any{Jt5tn. 

IJ^ny 1 .... I„r llr,, I I 111 XV'A U^f. ->IJCh NV* , | SflJ. T>J NV'A 

(I San T*h VC (ISa|. 

ijujh^ M,4L lt.,s ISrh NVA Inf <l^ «ih s.\ t, Irl dSyn 
Tflili VC Sapper 1 1 Sot IDlih Itix-kri 1NVA. loot 14Mh VC | n r 
rlSuk 

SjirARAI] (.'I1UIA1 11 AKKMV A.1 I MR I 'l,1*»> 

£ ytettami MR 1 (25,SSQ invps} 
NVA B-i Kirns i . a [<-u m<sirv 

Ihvnk^ ^hh {MPQI PUrv 44, 4* : lCHh (J.WO) Rem If. M> 

MSU. 
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tnr (WO): 4QiH Any iMWt. «Hh Sapptr tKKlb 

M»v Itm .-"it NVA InriMlJ Ml, NVA lnt(?l«j. JMlTi NV* H,n 
fi^OK JWtt NVA AJ*mU iKCK tlN ln.f i JMi). un„|rnM- 

IWd An> lAm 

K. •mum 4 1*| Hm UMih NVA W<2Jt», «JbO, NVA Slipprr Hfflh 

tl«l IJ. fl'l H,i. .M \V-V Irl UMif *Mh VC Inf . I VI I. fcTlH VC 
InfljOO), 4CUh VC Siapprf (100) 

tferlkJ ff) Bh JD1« NVA Inf 4OTh 4tHn NVA brKr f»0|i 

NVA MR 1 1 t,M» nofjn i 

W livnj— asook Xctlv 2. 13. Jl 

40?1h NV Ahapprl Hn(l»'j 

H,n.h DM) d"H NVA IhI EJl» JOlfc (J0O>. «d (JOOl. f..1d (IHTfc 
S4ih (20DK jSth <2DOi, Sfitli f JW1| 

Phu Yea (Pi NVA Un Vih Inl 1 illOk I Sih tat (i»h I4ih 
(ISO), 46th laf ItWl 

HLhanh >ka 1P1 Dw 7lh NVA Sap rUOOi, llih NVA Inf (200), 
40Tirt NVA Sap 46ft h NVA Inf rMCllt 470lh NVA Inf 

(SOW: 4KMi NVA Inf (WO). Klunh Ikm VC Sip i H.Dl 

vc MB. • ■ i.r'j imiiJb! 

Ml*: Hnm IJOih NVA Art> M50l. It44hi NVA Inf (200). 24ft), 
NVA Inf (130% 4I]M VC Inf HJQtJK 4WJ V T Inf (1)0), Rlftl, 
NVA InriUOrj, i4Mi NVA Inl ( I SO) 

VC MK it 19 Id VChi&n.iH, 

S»>A*All Cl*MN\, I'l IMN^ ,1 I StH .- . V.H.H 
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5. Vtriiwm S*k J f 24.600 inxfy 
uttutHkr COSl'M 

Hi-**** T4I1 «IOPt Br»h. Ill, |«, Jf», ftS. (4,100} 
«C. JlT. W 

ftffrt Inf »lst (tOOk Xtih (kJOOfc, UJOOk 101* iMDSfc 

i.'nh cmd «q tWk **h s-tp^ tc^i t*ni s*^*! tin* 

?,t,». ID, II, It IMI,*»|l 

Scran* S*ri«T NVA **|b(IWh- JUtfi (|JOjL-i|btlS0r, 6th 

rijai.. umiWkiiliiKIwi 

Srpnle Sapper VC: lOlk ( UXO. Iltli [1 Ml 
Aram B*> 14 (jonj. sin SD1 

Aft) Bm Uth IImu **o, An T Ray), NVA (IS*. SVA (IM. 
-JA NVA K-ntn it^i Ad N\AilVu VC itKt, HB NVA 

Inf flu, VC IU.li (I Ml. J**r» tlMjfc 1st (Tay N"hl tliOK bdi 
Litem Mill 4IM). ■Whit (IMk %IHI*0>. i**l» (IMj, 3Wih |1W| 

(rJ flnv NVA WIi tJWJt IM (WW. Sd 1109k. <Wi 119ft »T* 
(JWk snMHIMi 

^IwufCinhu Plikkitt, >U MR J (tRUJ) 

COSVX .ii,t« rnxmi 

Di«mm 1st 1 1,400) Rc*«« -U Ha SL |0ID; fth f3,.«0W **Hn 
M. 307; UkOJWl Real* JTJ.t, |T* 

Rfats, Inf 2'] 11*00}, jMK (?«)J 

Any Bm IUi.^wN NVA Arty Red flWk IWlOfcl, WA Arty 
RfitUW 

VC MR 2 I I.IO0 tuionr 
IJT-1 Rrtfi l*tt)> 

Mfh. bm MHih W'A Inl (300k 3aMh VC $*pf*r (IDDk 

VCArty (IMS 

nva s#pf»* Ha ;*tp [loniL 7«iM (ion 

VC Inf Bm 3Mi (lOU) iMf llMl, IT Hi (I Ml, JJfch llJOk 
ITfllli i»0x »*tli iXDk Jl©* (*»>, ilhh (JO«>, Jl*A |JDD>, 
SIGBCim JWlli MMk WJd4»Ok9l4C(nD| 

VC HRki.'w ianof» • 

ReiiiMati VC D>l tsODh, NVA Of |*Hk VC D-> <l.cn». 
NVA 1*1 pWk NVA »Jt> (4001 

VC Sapper tin* MUil 11 M* JDI4ih I ISO! 
VC Arty Bo* J J II I ri I IO0L lit hhl HOI 

VI Infill,, U> lhi,L«lj. f M«nh UMi (JSB). I Vmh. ,\l 1 1U.M. 
Tfc*us|lMk Mid i lMk H'ib ( IDOi 

A[ ihc uf JuiLu-iry tk- \K\ \ had an 
assigned vir^ngEh of about 4)0,000 men- Of ihb 
-.irvJijtrli ,i Kn.i i I ^.000 <acic: in Lhe inftnlry diviiiont 
jnd anotlii-r lO.imil in ihx' R linger jtr^nip^ A *niaJ] 
number ujw j%vi fi r>cH] in ihc VTwnHc nondivHmnil 



arti[lcry 4 cavalry, ind lank unite. The remainder wu 
Ki be found in mining, lugiMiaU. and olhcr service 

jnd nclmini^l rn 1 1 vc MiprMifl orpjni/jliLin\ ;irnJ in hm 
pitlli. South Virlhjm j]m> h«d a Navy of ak'iit 
42uODO and in Air Force over 54,000. It had in 
addition jhoul 325.000 in the Regional Forcn. tome 
♦OO.OOH in the Popular Forte*, and over 4 ( 000 in the 

Wr'dnirn"\ Armnl t i-nt - C'urp*, frir A (Otal «TJthor- 
i/cd ^Ifcllplh i*r l-Iom: fli I 1 million. Actual \lrcjiplh 

was probably lets than a million, however. 

Jn tonlnist, (he North Vietnamese at (he time of 
lhe e.e**c-flrc had about i4#.000 ctimhgil Iroorn m 
South Vietnam, including; slightly itvcr 16,000 us 
signed to 13 anliurerafi aniJIery rejicnentiL Sup 
porting this, force in South Vietnam were some 
7],(JQ0 admin iterative and loghlical troops. 

Theie gfow figures— 1.1 rniltJan South VkniBm 

i-- '.,.-i-n- .' i riiimM- in Soulll Viclnam 

tell little about retalive combat power, however. A 
closer look at the combat force structures and the 
miuiOTit «f the oppming armirs give* c*ne- a some- 
wluil clearer iinderManding Tor e^rtmpJe, (be North 
VtetiUaTtetUE COrnhat slfrn^lh in South Vietnam in- 
eluded 15 infantry divisions. Tliesc were npr>nsed It, 
13 RVNAF divisions. As aiiinhcr e sample, the 
Communul» fielded If separate infantry and sapper 
regiments, whereas the only roughly comparable 
urrlU in the RVNAF were ? Ranger group*. 

At this point, attc-mpis at eompafms. combat units 
begin to break down. This is because of the entircJv 
differcnl misssons the opposing armies had. Commu- 
nist combat strength in the South was devoted 
tlmotl entirely to offensive operation* against fixed 
goscrnmcnt baacs. lumlfts ami iIL.ij-i.- *. anil lines or 
CiMlllllUMealHiiL, while lhe separate RVNAF baltal- 
ions were assigned almost, exclusively to rued de- 
fensivc missions, Thus, comparing some 140 sepa- 
rate CommuniM hnltnlioras of in fan try, sapper, re- 
connaissance, lank, and artillery in ike $4 ARVhl 
R.iiii;ce h.ill.iluins ,iml *IHI m more lejtuinal force 
battalions is rather meaningless 

Any consideration of North Vietnamese strength 
sEkiuld also take mio account a large administrative 
and io^ttliLjl suppt'irl force \silhin Niirlh Vietnam 
similar to South Vietnamese backup forces. North 
Vietnam also had ihc distinct advantage of not 
having to defend lines of communication or base 
ureas in North Vietnam from ground attack. It did, 
however, have to use si^nifis-ant numbers tti dele ml 
against tit aitatk in North Vietnam and siiml! nuirp 
bert to protect lines of communication through 
Laos and Cambodia 

The CflOimunisis ruirrnnlly maintained five 1 rain- 
ing divisions in North Vietnam: JCHU, .^r>|| r JftHh. 
338th. and Ihc 350lh, In January 1973, however, 
elements of only two NVA regular infantry divi- 
sions, the Xttlh and XWB, were in North Vietnam 
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Two more division were soon to return lo North 
Vietnam from Quang Tn Province, the 3 12th and 
^utt, and later i he 3l0ih Division came back from 
Lkh. The Mist Division ww re-created in the 
southern part of North Vietnam, and the 33ath was 
convened ro a regular line infantry division In 
addition La having ■ sizable training bnc and Strate- 
gic reserve, the North Vietnamese maintained m 
each of ihe seventeen provinces a provincial unit of 
about regimental *i«. They also had a militta esti- 
mated Ml l.tiOU.tiOU, many of whom were employed 
in air and coastal defense and in logistical and 
engineering work A regional force was drawn from 
the best of Ihe mihUs. contained men only, and had 
in estimated strength of 51.000 Exclusive of the 
rnihuo, ihe North Vietnamese m January 1973 had 
an army between 3001000 and 570,000, of which 
about 290j000 were in North Vietnam, 65,000 lo 
70,000 in Laos. 25.000 in Cambodia, and the rati in 
Sotllh \ i: ir,.n:i 

The North Vietnamese Army thus contained 
.it- uit 100,000 men more than thai of South Viet- 
nam. It also contained more infantry iIimm.hu, a 
reserve (which the ARVN could not afford), far 
more antiaircraft artillery and air defense missiles 

((jf which ihe AkVN hat! none I. md a largel tank. 

fore*. 

The North Vietnamese, on Ihe other hnnd. had 
only d small navy of about J. MOO men. limiled 1o 
closcin security of temtonal waters, They hud one 
KOMAR guided misvile boat. hu1 failed to deploy it 

southward, The Nonh Vietnamese Air Force was 
small hm vomained some modern air-to-air fighters 
tlul luitt earlier pmvfd I heir ca pandit > agamsl I' S 
fighter-bombers. In January 1973, about 10,000 men 
were assigned to the North Vietnamese Air Force, 
operating about 300 aircraft including slightly over 
300 jetv, a few lurboprops and helicopters, and wmr 
(ill assorted propeller airplanes The air force was 
light hi I ransporr. aiferafr., anil its pels, were devoted 
entirely to air defense Smith Vietnam's an foree, in 
comparison, was well-balanced. Although its pilots 
had no experience in air-to-air combat, they had 
developed a high degree of dull in ground support* 
reconnaissance, and transport rolev As events de- 
veloped, the (WO opptmng. air force* Were never to 
be employed against each other 

' ' i ' the most spectacular dcselopmenK during 
i he ecawfire period was Ihe rapid increase and 

sophistication in ihe mr defense syMem the North 
Vietnamese moved into South Vietnam Sometime 
in January 1 973 jnd probably not later than the 
JTtli, eleinemv of 1he 2o3d NVA SAM Regiment, 
equipped with SA-2 missiles, deployed lo tthe Sanh 
in Quang Tri Province- The regiment had four 
firing batlalions and one support battalion, each 
firing battalion having four to sis launchers and 



occupying one firing site Aerial photography dis- 
closed ihe construction of three vies in ihe Khe 

Sanh are.] during February, and a fimrih battalion 
moved in Hi a site in April- (In a television appear- 
ance on Face the Nation on 1 1 March, Secretary of 
Stale Rogers w as "pleased to report here this morn- 
ing that 1he missile site has been removed from Khe 

Snub 1 Vparltnrnl id Stale ttultt-tm 1 Apr "7? p 
J73- The Secretary was misled by a preliminary 
report from Saigon; ihe launchers did disappear 
from one of Ihe sites, but they reappeared within a 
few days. Launchers, missiles, and related equip- 
ment were periodically shifled from site to site 
around ihe Kbe Sanh complex. J 

The SA-2, a Soviet missile similar to ihe U.S- 
NIKE, had a range in distance and aliunde of about 
19 imukK'sl miles and H^JKHi feet ligation in 1hc 
Khe Sanh area provided protection to ihe important 
logistical complex ihe North Vietnamese were con- 
structing in Quang Tri Province along Highway '* 
and ai tlie junction of tlul route and Highway 14. 
One air defense division, the 377th, was deployed to 
South Vietnam, while in North Vietnam there were 
over thirty automatic weapons regiments, more than 
ten SAM regiment*, and from time lo time up in 
nine air defense divisions. 1 be AJtVN, on ihe other 
bund, had four battalions of antiaircraft, but only 
: %s - ' i if ■ I were operational. 

The HnUnee Sheet 

The operation* of Itle January and early Febru- 

jrs hJ7.i followed the patterns established in Oc lu- 
be i I')*! when a Lea-sc-fifc had appeared imminent, 
except that ihe enemy waited until much closer to 
the dale of 1he cease-nre lo start the campaign, 
Otherwise. Ihe objectives and lethmqurs were sub- 
stantially ihe same. Main force units generally de- 
fended the territory already under control and al- 
ia. Led to fix ARVN regulars in their have* while 
local NVA and VC units entered Ihe hamlets. 
Throughout Souih Vietnam, the campaign between 
ZS January and 9 February cost the Communrsts 
over 5.000 killed in eschangv for link alteration in 
ihe s|1ualmn [ltul existed in mwj January By Sf Feb- 
ruary, only 23 of inore than -KXI hamlets attacked 
were still reported as contested 

U.S. observers al MACV in Saigon attributed ihe 
enemy's failures to errors on hi* part, the bmned 
eapahihliL-s of Ihe local forces, and an outstanding 
performance by the RVNAF. The enemy had obvi- 
ously erred in delaying his pre-ceose-fire operations 
in the especiaiion that the RVNAK would be de- 
terred in counterattacking by the presence of 1CCS 
teams. 

The Communists committed their other important 
strategic mistake by breaking down the local forces 
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mm small uniii and attacking at m* nuny places, 
thereby reducing the slaying opacity of any local 
unit, The ARVN .hi. I local RI ; and PF were able to 
read (Irhhcratrly i^iunM Ihc^c hamlet challenges 
and In eliminate lhrm one by imc Hie enemy'* 
IocjJ forces were dccimncd and never recovered. 
South Vietnamese foreea bad clearly lamed much 
of ihc cntmy'i Hrelcgy and objectives from 1he 
preview in £kti*cr and hjwJ planned accordingly 
LsxtXiHA* 7.1 \ponned I Ik- end nl die tri.-iiiid 
Indochina war and Ihc beginning of the ihird. Ii 
demonstrated lh.it SoiHh V'»el nam's- armed forces 
could pnshjiHy hold their own against the force the 
NmCh linil .il lh.it time tui ihc \oulhcns haltleficldv 
ll jki drmmivlMled lhal die military balance In 
South Vietnam wu close to even. 



l'w<» principal sources were u*ed Ihc MACV 
OlTkial History a*d ■ MACV uudy LAM) 
GRAB 71" Order of battle iiifiifinjlum was derived 
largely from Defense tiudics and esiiniaic* retained 
by DAO Saigon Intelligence Branch More details 
on deployment were obtained From American Fro- 
hawy reporK, L'lir.K U'Li from DAO II lev well as 
I r ■ ■ iei unites relamed by Ihu' .inrlnir Deploy menK and 
oiher Older of bailie information were checked by 
the Vietnamese officer* mentioned in the "Note on 
Sources." Chapter I, Much of the information on Sa 
Huynh was from a Fad Sheet, prepared from 
MACV records, by 13 AO Intelligence Uranch tn 
May 1973. 
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Consolidating and 
Rebuilding 

("nlilieal Strategy 

In anticipation of the cease-fire, [he North Viet- 
iintin.sc developed a strategy consisting of two par- 
allel elements: political and military. Although 1 hi* 
strategy wk no departure from ihe fundamvntiil 
theory ihot gumVsl 'he prosecution of the wax front 

11% beginning, iK f cs-ljlcmirnt liiHIi inutcs lo jn un- 
derstanding of subsequent events. Recognition of 
the endurance of this strategy and its ultimaLe objec- 
tive, Ihe conquest of South Vietnam, provides a 
frame of reference m w hich tin.' tactics of i h< post- 
cew-firc perknl can he examined 

The political wu the public clement of Coinniu- 
iim strategy. As Ihe element Ihui Ihe North Viet- 
namese propagandized worldwide and used in ev 
horialions 1o Ihe I mops, n firo; hoaiine apparent on 
the eve of ihe Jjnitary cease-fire in a replay of ihe 
events preceding tlte aborted fife of (kliitici 

1*572. Us supporting military activity was to capture 
us much populated .ire.i j- possible just before the 
ceasefire, show 1 he flag, and rely on ihe NVA main 
forces io contain the RVNAF while Uval forces 
entered the hamlets and villages. There ihe Coimnu 
nuts would await the arrival of ihe team* of the 
Inlernaltonnl Commission for Cortlrol and Supervt- 
dM to declare and guarantee their legitimacy in 
newly won area*. The success nl ihis tactic depend- 
ed on the local fortes lo gain access to the popula- 
tion and subsequently to win, through [he gamut of 
persuasions from propaganda lectures to kidnapping 
ami uuiLvunatioin, allegiance from the South Viet- 
namese ami defc\:linns friim their forces Itul the- 
LvMHiHsn ffwpufjT failed 

Much was learned about the political clement of 
Communist strategy through the exploitation of 
captured documents and inlerrogalion of prisoners 
of war and rallkrs to the South Vietnamese side. 
One such document was Directive No. 2/".V usucd 
by Ihe enemy's Central Office for South Vietnam 
tC'OSVN) in lale January lo coincide with the sign- 
ing of ihe cease-fire jftrcenttnl. Enunciating ihe 



guidelines for activity during and after the cease- 
fire, this document was explained lo all Coram unisi 
forces in South Vietnam. It announced Ihe begin- 
ning of a new political struggle hi which military 
unit* were to play a. secondary role in support of ihe 
political efforts of Ihe cadre. They were to help ihe 
VC with its proselyting role. h,irros* the RV1NAI\ 
defend the "liberated" areas, conduct terrorist Cam- 
paigns, prolcct "mas> movements," and secure the 
reselllciriCiil areas within the Communist -conl rolled 
regions of the country. Essentially, Ihis documcm 
contained the rationale for the campaign. 

Although disappointed by rhe fudures of J^mD^ 
and F'rhruar'y. the Communists did rtOl abandon ihc 

poliikeal offensive. COSVN Directive No. 2/73 
called upon the Viet Cong's infrastructure, or politi- 
cal arm. to accomplish five tasks sequentially: (L) 
motivate the population; (2) develop nmut move- 
ments; <M reform llie infrastructure .lint kval armed 
fill ccs In suit prevailing conditions and lo mirror ihc 

governmenial structure of South Vietnam; |4) 
slrcnglhen the infrastructure, the revolutionary gov- 
ernments and its armed forces: and (5 ) adapt opcr- 
itionil procedure; (o new situation* and miwuw 
Although the guidance was adiriilli-dU s .iimjc. :l 
was lo be executed with readily definable programs. 
The COSVN directive applied only lo COSVN 
forces in the southern part of Soulh Vietnam, hm n 
was based on high-level guidance from Hanoi and 
had in counterparts in ihe oihei imtiurs r c c i . ti-. 
and fronts 

One of the major cinnpoiiciiis of the political 
offensive was propaganda There '.'•ere three hm.id 
targets for it: "world opinion," tn which were in- 
cluded, with different objectives, both the I'mccd 

States and Nollll Vicl rum's allies'; like clli/eiks alkd 

armed forces of Soulh Viet nam; and the Commu- 
nists' own people and soldiers, 

lilt- principal Ihritil of Ihe propaganda nifssaiic 
to tike uoitd was thai the Communists \\t:ic scrupu- 
lously observing the terms of the cease-fire in tin- 
face of constant, aggressive violations by Ihe other 
side. The only offensive oper,iiions undertaken by 
the Communist forces were 10 punish the "'t'hH-u 
puppets" and promote peace. This line pcrsialed 
miiEkL its credibility was worn irreparably thin by iIil- 
NVA's conquest of Phuoc Long Province in De- 
cember I9"7J Although enWliveness LMimol K' 
objectively mewurcd. Soviet and Chinese miliary 
and ecOiMiinic assistance to North Vielnani in> 
creased after ihe cease-fire, while American help 
i.ipcrcd i ff An cMinv.iie based on information avail- 
able in early showed thai North Vietnam re- 
ceived from in Communist allies a record 2 H- mil- 
lion metric tons of imported com mutinies during 
1971. This volume wis over 50 percent greater titan 
thai received during 19*72 and more than 10 percent 
higher than the previous record set in 1973, The 
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trend Lnnriiiucd throughout i°74, when more than 
i.i million ion* were received 

That 1 he propapandu Hi cmjOvrajir desi-r Hon and 
disafTectKm imong RVNAP troop* failed is Jinnii 
in desertion statisiicv For caample. in ihe first half 
of 1973, desertion* jmouc. territorial*. th« nun! vul> 
ucrahle to Communist propaganda, remained ret*' 
lively constant, declining slightly from * high in 
February. Desertion* In the ARVN declined sharp- 
ly from February Id June. Ihc period of muni inten- 
sive C'i *mmunisi pnbwflyting activity. Almost wUk> 
oui csceptiort 1 hi,- desertion* were simply desertions 
and not defections in the Communist side. 

1 3u- ihird latgti t>f the piopacuiida campaign, ihc 
NVA, was especially important because its soldiers 
were anticipating a real peace and an early rclurn to 
IheJr northern homeland With inowncqiientiDl eh' 
ceptions. ihc (inly NVA soldiers who weni h- .nn 
»erc Ihc severely wounded and sick, essentially 
Ihove who could never be returned to battle riven 
cvpnsOncrs of w»r, unless ihey were m poor phyv- 
eal condition, ncif assembled in relr jimnjt camps in 
ihc Sua 111 and reassigned to coinhal uiiiK Mini) 
Communist PWi re/leased by ihc South Vietnamese 
aflct ihc cease-fire r.illiL-ii or wcit LjpCurcd apalli 

The First former Vict Cong HW lo rally in Phu 
Yen Province turned himself in on H> June 1 9?J to 
Dong Xuan Ihsncl Hi* testimony ssa- typical, He 
said lh.it a Ihousand PWs were released in Hinh 
Omh Province cm IP and 1 1 Mirch 1971 Their find 
lcm.il aclmls w.i, v • :■ I l-.it p-.li1k.il luinin,: 
during u IM-day per><)d of rroTtentiuion and reM, 
Next they Were lold thai they Wtaiild hase hi tftSfi 
another pcnikl id lime. unvpeeifird. Working for ihc 
fevohiiuM and Tor ultimate victory. About 700 of 
ihc prisoners, men not over JO yean old, were 
assigned to military units m Communist MRS; about 
si mi Kho were over 30 were sent hack lo their home 
province* lo be assigned lo VC Province Party 
Committees 

The heavy fighting, of 1472. the high casual! if* 
and little evidence of accomplishment, combined 
with ihe profound disappointment on being ordered 
■o reinaih in ihc w mi hem batik-fields, had lowered 
morale in many unit-, The failure or the cease- fire to 
bring peace had m be rationalized ,md .urn lured in 
Ihe perfidy of Ihe South Vietnamese 

Another tactic included in the political strategy 
WtH fOcUlemenl of ihe "liberated" arras, tn some 

pan* of ihe country* this involved moving &\ ilunv 

fuMn Surrli V'icrcu;ii Lliwri t.jiHUn IfaiK into ihc 
•Aiv-^lcd. pimuMVc afca> of i'u- Ceinial Mi^hland^ 
Tn other case* such as in South Vietnam's Military 
Region 3, it involved bringini; in n«H «inly Northern- 
etv bill also Southerners who hud fled their homes 
in Tay Ninh and Hmh I img for the u'l.mw- sjfctv 
of Cajrirnxlia 



One c sample of this program was desenbed m 1 he 
niltTrnjyi!iL>n of a siddier who hint been in ihe 32th 
Artillery HjiuIkmi of the 7lllh NVA Division 
heft ire derecimg mi " Juiii 1 l 4 '7.1 irv Que Son Dis- 
Incl. Qimug N;nn Pnwincc Tht* ral I icr desert bed n 
speech, nude Hi the hospital in which he was a 
pal ieii i, by l,i lluu, who was introduced a* ihe 
Sccreuiry of ihc Central Headquarleri oFihc North 
Vietnamese Labor Party, Huu had traveled from 
Hanoi on an inspection trip with other members of 
the (Jovcrnmciit According to the rattier, ttuu Mid 

ihjt if [tic Siiulh dick ill i-l sSiiLtly ohverve ihe ccavc 
fife ajfrccmeftt, ihe AilncJ Purees ii-f lllc Nor ill 
wnii Id "deal hedsj Mows" to Ihe enemy in the 
South. In Ihe meantime Ihe Army'* missions would 
he to prc*mtHc self'snrTiticncy in priKlucing food and 

M Irani lo unpriiM- L-omhftl StVjlh and be always 
ready ki fight. He added I hat many y oUlhs. includ- 
ing young, women, were being bought from North 
Vietnam to construct roods and installations in the 
Ki^e arej-v and eIl.iI when a true peace was achieved, 
they would he employed in civil enterprises and 
agriculture in the "liberated"" ar^as 

The world wide propaganda campaign was 
launched soon after the agreement was signed On 
30 January 1973. H.-n«n Radio said th.il Ihc United 
Stales and South Vietnam must "hear full responsi- 
bility" for cease- fire violations and demanded ihji 
Saigon "immedialcly withdraw" lis forces from 
'.iicai under Prosisiinul Rcsotulinnary OoVcrn- 
iii tn i, Republic of South Vietnam control." The 
broadcast blasted President Thieu's 2lt January 
speech, which, it claimed, proved his intention "to 
sabotage the ngrevmenl nghl m the outset " li alsu 
charged lhal iJepuly /Vvsivunt Sevrclary of Stale 
William Sullivan sought "to cover up these sioLa- 
tiotw" and had "hinted at the possibility of resuming 
United States military intervention, which makes 
one question the United Smu^ yiniuiL t.n^ird mti 
otislj implcmeniin^ ihc agieeitieni." 

Meanwhile, l.e Due Tho jiid Foreign Minister 
Nguyen Duy Tnnh were attending a banquet 
hosted by top Russian officials m Moscow This 
visM oslensihly w.is to hru'l Itu' S. u I Il jiIi r-,lup mi 
ihe final round of lalLs in I'ans In Hanoi, lite Not ill 
Vietnamese Cehtral Committee convened a special 
conference on 2* January to hear government lead- 
ers report on Ihe Paris Agreement Truong Chinh, 
CJuirman of ihe Namum! Assembly's Standing 
C.'omniillce, urged ihc audience to propagandize 
"deeply J'ld ssidets" ihc '"gfcjl victuiy of the 

agreement on ending the war." 

To administer [he areas in which new settlers 
were being established, immediately alter ihe Cease- 
fire and perhaps before, the Ninth Vietnamese 
began sending m large numbers of bureaucrat* By 
mid- May more than 3,000 were an their way to 
Soulh Vietnam, iln-ir functions covering the futl 



spectrum of government and putilic administration 
By fir Ehc largest enem y -con trolled population tn 
South Vietnam, possibly Ai rruny as 180,000 people, 
was in northern and western Quang Tri Province, 
spreading southward Into western Quang Tin and 

(,)u.li^: Njai. ua Well M Wrtlern Qumg Nam Many 
of i he people were MonUgnards who hud fled to 
Lao* but hud returned to their home* after the 
cease-fire- t" northern Qujnji Tn, which was undct 
exclusive North Vietnamese control as far south is 
i he Thach Han River, a provincial government 
integrated into the North Vietnamese system, devel- 
oped gradually, probably beginning, in the winter of 
1 972, and by the lime of the tdtte-fire the process 
W3k virtually complete. Livid offices of I he Depart- 
ment* of Communications and Transportation. Cul- 
ture, Education. Finance, and Public Health were 
established while I he Lao Dong (Communist) Party 
of Norlh Vietnam began operating in Quang Tfi, 
co-located with government headquarter* in Dong; 
H* 

Farther soulh. in South Vietnam's Military 
Region 2. Communist admimsirntion m the village* 
was on a much smaller vcale and vulnerable io 
ml it Terence. A suevcv in cilh Mav I "> 7 in Pllu Ms 
District in the center of the coastal plain of Binh 
Dinh Province disclosed that about 25,000 of the 
disi net's 100.000 people were under Communist 
control, According to the xnrvcy, since the ccuse- 
fire the Communists had established resident Village 
Administrative Committees in 13 of the 15 govern- 
ment-recognised villages of Phu My. In t at the 
villages the Communists hod constructed perma- 
nent, publicly identified village offices, uol-iIIv 
palm leave* and thatch, and some displayed the 
Provisional Revolutionary Government (PRG) Flag 
In the other 4 villages, they used private home*, for 
offices In My Chanh. the village office was within 
500 meter* {if and plainly visihle from the South 
Vietnamese village office, tn order to fill some of 
the vacant positions in the village administration in 
Phu My, the VC demobilized some of ihe military 
sad re and brought them bach to perform administra- 
tive duties. The Communists constructed fences 
around seel uins of s illnge* and hamlets and told ihe 
people that those areas would be defended if the 
South Vietnamese government tried to interfere 
They also began confiscating Sculh Vietnamese 
identification cards, replacing them with Commu- 
nis! documents. When an individual wanted to leave 
the area, he would call ai the village office and 
obtain his South Vietnamese identification card, 
which he needed for ir.isd in areas controlled by 
ihe ftVS'AF, Upon returning to the village, he 
would turn in his Souih Vietnamese card and pick 
up his Communist card. 

IV pa rations for issuing identification cards were 
discovered soon after ilu- li-jsc lire throughout 
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Vie I nam N'otes made in a Ixvcsk belonging to an 
unidentified cadre from Communist Military Region 
5 (Quang Da Special Zone Party Committee) drs- 

cliwed I hit 50,1X11] identification cards were aviula. 
h1c for distribution some time after 25 December 
1^72. Other notes revealed Hut 1 65,000 identifica- 
tion cards would be is-sued following the cease-fire 
hill would he hoek-daled beginning in February 
1970 in order io create the impression ihat the 
bearer had been under the control of Ihe Communisl 
government since' Ihe date of issue of the card 
An example of Itow a local VC political uml 
■nierpreted and di-tn inmcd m .-scenic COSVN Di- 
rective No. was contained in a report from a 
member of the VC Can Tho Province Committee, 
On ]t February J n 7t, ihe Committee issued a direc- 
tive entitled "Indue I r million Durum en I for Can Thus 
Province Unit." The mission of the Communist 
Armed Forces, as described in this directive, was to 
support the political struggle through violence ,tnd 
bloodshed although this did not mean, Ihe directive 
insisted, that I hey would conduct attacks thai 
"'deafly violated" the cease-fire, (hi the other hand, 
it did not mean that they would cease hostile action 
This son of rationalization was fairly typical of the 
guidance given to local unit* during this period. The 
Communisl military force in Can Tho Province was 
eipccled to occupy and control all rural areas so 

thai ihe political and administrative organizations 
could establish jurisdiction They were not to use 
firepower io overwhelm ihe RVNAF but only lo 
protect their political forces from attack. The direc- 
tive went on to say that the combat units were to 
protect VC "conl rolled territory" so that V'C" orj*a. 
iiuatHin* in "liberated" areas could be developed 
They were also to eliminate South Vietnamese offi- 
cials in Ihe villages and hamlets, surround govern- 
ment outposts with mines and booby traps, increase 
guerrilla warfare by harassing the RVN \ \ m,i:!> 
small-scale aiiack* and ambushes, capmrc weapons, 
and organize indoctrination sessions "lo develop the 
spirit of leadership." Coincident with these low- 
level military operations, armed propaganda units 
hid two primary millions: to enter South Vietnam 

ese-ci unrolled territory and recruit in the vicinity of 
the outposts manned by territorial forces; to move 
among the population, propagandizing, recruiting 
soldiers, and collecting taxes During the months 
following the cease-fire. Communist ad is u ies in the 
delta generally fallowed tile pallet ris suedes tod hv 
this directive. 

The guidance for military-supported political ac- 
tivities in Can Tho Province w#s •similar to ihM 

issued ill lay Ninh Province tn lale April l*J7.i. 

COSVN conducted a meeting concerning proselyi- 
ing among the Cao Dai, a religious sect centered in 
Tay Ninh City. Al this meeting, the Lao Dong 
P.,n> Committee advised lh.it th<- time had rinne In 
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conccn i raic an developing tltc "'liberated" areas and 
not to be concerned with launching military .un- 
pawns I'olitica) cjtpabiJilK* and local infrastructure* 
tsould be expanded. The NVA hud paid a hiu.h 
price 10 achicsc die ccmsc-firc agrccinciii. and n 
behooved I he VC leadership to operate within [he 
ff.inii'wnrk of the agreement to recover iK political, 
economic, and military *,treflft)t. tft T»y Ninh Prov- 
ince, the linen Ngim aisd Xj Mat area* would be 
developed into political and economic resettlement 
areas (Thien Ngon »n in north-central Tay Ninh 
Province, and X* Mil was north of it on the Cam- 
bodian border- Thh. was lhc area in which eonlin- 
gent* of COSVN Headquarters hid been located 
heRve moil of them slipped across the border 
during Che Cambodian incursion of 1970.) 

The Northern leadership expected mtire of the 
Soul hern cadres than tlicj were alile to deliver. One 
of the Southerners at the meeting said 1hat one of 
the greatest problems (hey faced was the lack of 

lUCCcu, in recruiting new party cadre .lI liical levelv 

The problems arose, they said, from ihe a.r actual 
isolation of the cadre from the people and local 
unit* and because the political cadre had suffered 
grraih during: the M7; cjtnp,ogii and I svim.k.su 

73. 

Prcpariai fnr the Military Option 

Even a> the political offensive wu being eonduci- 
ed internationally and locally, -supported by relative- 
ly minor military operations, unprecedented prep- 
arations Tor new mam force warfare were under 
wj\ sn Norih Vietnam and along the linn of srom- 
immicaimn inio Stui i h Vietnam Aruiiiwi to deny 
observation of diesc preparations, Lhc NVA pro- 
vided protection for them by deploying new antiair- 
craft systems into South Vietnam. Although tlie 
North Vietnamese were largely successful in deny- 

n,- V V\l- \i-ual or |»holn iccimnaissancc mo 

sensitive areas, ihes were not successful in prevent- 
ing U.S. reconnaissance drones from photographing 
lhc buildup. 

Attempts by the ICCS. which ssav supposed m 
monitor shipment* of all war materials into South 
Vietnam. 1o dcplns to the border crossing points 
were effectively thwarted by the Communists One 
such effort ended in tragedy on 7 April I'l'l w hen 
two ICCS helicopter*, floss n under coniraet by Air 
America, were shot down along Route * in Quang 
Tri Province, en route to Lao iJao on the Laos 
frontier. One was Jul by an SA-? hcai-seeknig anti- 
aircraft missile and trifled in the forest killing all 
nine pjsM'ii^i-r', jud crew, including a North Viet- 
namese officer who was suppose to be guiding the 
flight over in approved course to Lao Han I he 
other l.ili.- .pter. hit by small arms and machine gun 
fire, made an emergency landing wilhoul casualties 
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Attempts to establish an effective ICCS post at 
Due Co, the proposed entry point into Plciku Prov- 
ince. alw> failed Eiecjuw ol inadequate health pcir 
lection and sanitation facilities provided by the 
Coniniuniits, all ICCS members became ill with 
malaria, dysentery, or other ailments- The jxist was 
abandoned in May 1 9 '3, although the closing was of 
tiltlc consequence, because while- in Hue Co the 
team was never permit led outside its compound 
without Communist escort and wis not allowed to 

nbMrrvc any iralfic tir military activity 

As mentioned earlier, 1he North Vietnamese were 
receiving ample shipments or military assistance 
from Communist allies, principally the Soviet Union 
and China. The problem facing the NVA was not 
the quantity of material coming into North Vietnam 
but ralhcr I rauvpor lalion of ihe equipment into 
South Vietnam, storing it. and distiihuimg it to ihe 
combat unils Nevertheless, oscr the year*, even in 
the face of intensive U-S. air aitocU. the NVA had 
developed a comples. and remarkably efficient 
system for the movement or supplies into Souih 
Vietnam (Map ft> 

With the advent of lhc cease-fire, the system w»s 
streamlined and expanded Unfettered by American 
air attack* m North Vietnam, Laos* or South Vict- 
nam. the system was soon able to handle increasing- 
ly large tonnage* of ammunition, tanks, and other 
heavy equipment and at the same time transport to 
South Vietnam the thousands of replacements re- 
quired oy the NVA 

III a strategic none, tins logisttcs system provided 
the North Vietnamese wnh the military option of 
renewing the mam force war if the political offen- 
sive failed to achieve its objective. Signs that the 
political offensive might fait must have been appar- 
ent to the North Vietnamese lertdership enrl^ in 
ttTJ, lor 1 1 was then that a new surge of replace- 
ments and heavy equipnicui tx-jcan in move south- In 
a remarkably dmti nine, the NVA established m the 
South its strongest military pottimii during thf 
course of the entire war. 

r tic ni/i .'.in-. in responsible for the movement of 

all |m:imiiiiu-| and matcnet into Souih \ HI nam •.■..I-, 
the Headquarters, General Dircciorate for Rear 
Services, Located in Hanoi, the headquarter* direct- 
ly controlled the operations of all support units m 
North Vicinam, Northern Laos, and Military 
Region SW, ihe laiicr e»inirci||nnj operiilions isf lo- 
gistics groups in southern Laos, the Repuhlic of 
Vietnam, and Cambodia. In December 1*72. there 
were five logisMica] groups subordinate to MR IV* 
tjf'iup -t'U lud jurisdiction ^<'ii-.' rally in Ihe Irt- 
border area of Laos, Cambodia, and South Vietnam 
and southward into Ihe mountain province* of 
Souih Vietnam: Ciroup 47 i controlled activities 
north of Group 470 and mlo the A Shan Valley of 
Vietnam's Thua Thien Province. Group 47j » arcs 
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WJU north uf [tic A Shan anil trni.Ii.-x] just soutli of 
(the Suh, but ibo euciidcd into ihc Muong Nong 
region of Laos; Southern Laos wis the operating 
area of fjroup 472; and the southern part of North 
Vietnam an J i he Bjh Karat und Mu Gia passes were 
ihe responsibility or Group 57 1. 

Each group had ^uhordmnte ti* m u number of 
Binh li.iniv, which were DidmiriiMr.il it?, lanital, 
and logistical hcadquarteri* responsible for ill activ- 
ities' wiihin their respective areas of operation In 
December 1972, there were *?• Hmh Trams wiih an 
approximate local strength of 7S.Q0O men. The com- 
position of ji Ihnh I rani varied with die scope of lis 
activities and the region in which it was located 
Binh Train tt, for example* in Saravane Province of 
^oulhern Laos, had a headquarters and staff nf ahenjt 
*5<1 men. tsso infantry companies, iif about L 25 mm 
each, two NV'A engineer batialmn* with a total 
Mrciigin <if iil-Hiui $00, a transportation truck baltml- 
ion. three antiaircraft artillery battalions, and ptiffi 
■mmmumenlions'-haison baiuliont- Binh Tram 17 
wa* located farther south in Ijuis in Attoporu and 
had a strength uf about J.400 men lb additional 

urength was accounted Tor by four standard trans- 
portation battalions and a river transportation battal- 
ion Ai the year ended, about IV of the 4? Bwh 
Tram* in (he system were operating in soulhern 
1 iun from the Mu Oia PatW tO Ibc Cambodian 
border. Considerably iinihitc. Bin h Trains weir ob- 
served moving from Lao* niru Shiui h Vietnam 
during the 1972 ofTenwvc to provide hcticr ^uci^m 
for heavily eiiuagcd combat forces. Although Binh 
Trams suffered severely from American bombing 
during Ihr 1972 campaign, their recovery after the 
cessation of ihe bombing was rapid 

The headuuancrs for MR JSv was located in die 
southern part of North Vietnam lit addition to Ihe 
engineer, transportation, and commnntcations bat- 
talions operating untU'T ihc control of ihe Hmh 
Tfatm, ihr *7>'>lb directly LLiritrLilled up in four 
engineer regiments and the equivalent of a transpor- 
tation battalion. Id addition to 1he Binh Tram 
system, a number of other North Vietnamese forces 
l niiiributc il h> the wenniy of the line* of communi- 
cation through l_nOs Among ihcse wctc the NVA 

968th Infantry Division in Saravane Province, sev- 
eral independent infantry battalions, and a number 
of antiaircraft ■nillcry regiments 

,\i long, as American planrs continued to inleidlLl 

tlte supply corridors through Laos, Ihe NVA had to 
maintain the large number of Binh Trams and Hay 
sunon* along Ihe routes Trucks could run only at 
night or under other conditions of reduced mini I ■ 
ity. Replacements had io march on foci from North 
Vietnam to their final destinations m South Viet- 
nam This required stations Tor rest, rations, and 
medical a Mention. When the homhing Mopped, ihe 
roads could Ik- improved and iiv.-lI ar^und-thi*. 



elock March distances were increased and troops 
began making Ihe tourney by truck rather than on 
font, freeine. .l nunihci of Hmli Traill soldier* for 
employment elsewhere. 

The Intelligence Branch nf UAO Saigon look 
noli' of these new developments and ccvornmcndcd 
thai new travel lurics be used in estimating ihe 
arrival of XVA rcplucemcnis Subsequent interroga- 
tion of prisoners and nil Iters confirmed the validity 
or ihi\ new estimating policy. The distance from 
Vinh, for ewnple. where one of the first Binh 
Tiams was located, to the DMZ was about JDD 
kilometers. This was a 20-day inarch, while by 
vehicle il look only two days, A replacement des- 
tined for CXJSVN, having to travel 1.25" kilometer- 
from Vinh, was on ihc trail for ahout KXJ dajs, 
while DAD Saigon csmnated the tiasel time by 
vehicle to be about 25 days. This was in April 1 47 J. 
by Ihe winter of 1974. travel lime to COSVN had 
been reduced In under 20 days, 

Several categories of trixijis used the NV'A trans- 
portation network. First, and the larccM proportion, 
were combat replocemenls moving south Mme- 
ments of this catcgor> began slow ly, hul hy the end 
of 197) more than 75.0W uuhsulual replacements 
had moved into Soulh Vietnam. A much snmlJci 
L-:ilL-e.iM \ ss-is Ckiniposed ■•-I milirur'. arkl Civilian 

cadre who had been on ihmsob* in the North and 
were returning South, or who were replacing cadre 
in Southern assignments. A third category were 
civilian settlers to populate the "liberated" few*; 
this group wu also pfopofUoiiiilfK small. The 
fourth category consisted of organixed units such as 
aniiaircrafi regimenis and tank battalions. There 
were aUo large numbers of itiM.ks in cimvoys 
moving ammunition, supplies and equipment for 
replacing losses and equipping new units In the 
absence of American air interdiction of the roads in 
Lao* and North Vietnam, the NVA for ihe first 

linii' ai lh>.' rt.ii was able to move badly wounded 

soldicri out of primitive hinpiiaK in Souih Vietnam 
to better treatment in North Vietnam, Limited num- 
bers of released PWt were also moved north on 
trucks that had discharged ihfir eargm-s and weri- 
returning foi new lo.-uls 

By comparing the enpenences of ihe previous 
years, analysis were able to draw conclusions con- 
cerning enemy capabilities and ini^iiiinin bawd 
upon tin- miemiiy and »i'e of tile infillfaliim and the 
logiMical movement*. The NV'A would periodica Ih 
conduct so-called transportation ofTensives la deliv- 
er surges of supplies and equipment, sometimes in 

prcparalmn i iaj<ir operations, at other liin<-N 

only to replace depleted stocks. The greatest num. 
bcrs of individual repljuciiieni* narmally came 
down Ihc Ho Chi Minh Trail during the southern 
Laotian dry season, December through July An 
<■ scrotum cx-eurred during I "ton when Irail activity 
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IcilUI'lcd hLj(h ihrou^ltoul ihc year Em /cf^LtCc like 

heavy losses incurred during the Tet offensive early 
in die year. A record number of owr 235.000 men 
probably made I he arduous trek to ihe southern 

hiilll. I'il-I.K that vi-ji Something nui ^ ? JM Ki sscre 

dtitftTMl for the Q-3 Fh.wti; ihc balance was more or 
lets eve ids J.I ^ tded jsiiong the DMZ-MRTTH unci, 
Military Region % and COSVN 

I In- heavy rs"placcniertt floss continued into (he 
sumiiiL-f of 1969 so ihnt by the end of thai year over 
100,000 more fresh troops had armed m South 
Vietnam The effort tapered off after June iMby and 
remained al a relatively low level until preparations- 
On the 1^*2 Nguyen Hul- offensive placed new 
demands on ihc replacement system In December 
1971 a fresh surge of infill ration began, continuing 
for about 12 month* Dy the end of the year over 
150,000 recruit* had been mutinied, trained, and 
marched uimh. 

TV year 1972 thus wu second only to 196* in 
numbers arriving in the South Individual replace 
menu only were normalls considered in these esti- 
H..H, v all hough in about 3U,000 troops belong- 

ing ici tjiciicil units were also included. In 1972 
dement* of the sin NVA divisions participating m 
the Nguyen Hue offensive, over 40.000 men. Were 
not Included in (he estimate- About 20 percent of 
the individual replacement! wenl to ihe Ho Knml 
houaust- itf ilic heavy losses experienced there. . 
significant departure from the 1968 experience. 
NVA forces in Quang Tri and Thua Thien Prov- 
inces gal aver 40 percent, while COSVN uvk 
about 23 percent. MR 5, because of its lower re- 
quirements, received the remainder, The 1972 re- 
placemcni program hejian lu slacken m September, 
hut continued al a lauh Tcspcclanlc rate into Febru- 
ary 1973. At the same time elements of three ex- 
hausted h understrengh divisions — the 304 1 h, 308th, 
and 312th — were pulled oul of Quang Tn Province 
into North Vietnam to refit and ret tarn for al lea*! 

si* Months. 

Ilk mid-March the NVA began a transportation 
offensive that wai lo last altruist to Ihe end of the 
dry season in southern t-aow- Convoys of Uflprec*n< 
denied sj/c — a% muni as .UI0 trucks in each— were 
seen heading south through Laos. Large quantities 
of food and ammunition were being received in 
storage areas in Quang Tn Province In addition lo 
streamlining the &inh Tram system, at least seven 
ti nl l iarns were convened Hi antiaircraft artillery, 
infantry, or engineer regiments. Photography in 
April disclosed improvement on four major routes 
from die DM/ into Quang In and Thua Thicn 
P ro v in ces- Heavy traffic was urn On Route 5U 
from Laos lo Hiep Due in Quang Tin Proviact, and 
extensive roadwork was observed on several roads 
into the B-i Front's area. Rood improvement ap- 
peared inlcndcd to hnt the NVA units op^ral in^ cm 



ihc edge of the coastal lowlands with Base Areas 
60^ and 702 in 1he Central Highlands. tll»«c Area 
60S was in the trifonrdcr area in western Kuril urn 
Province and in Ailopeu and R.it.imikin Provinces 
of Laos and Cambodia respectively, while fhuc 
Area 702 was next to Route 19 in Kaunas: in Prov- 
ince, Cambodia, and jusi mirth Due Co in Pleiku 
Province.} Similar route improvement activities, 
were noted in photographs of Tay Ninh Provawc 
The force the North Vietnamese were construct- 
ing, reinforcing, and supplying in ihc soulh was a 
modcrr, mechanised army that moved on wheels 
and track* and required a steady supply of fuel. The 
old way of moving tons of gasoline and dicsd fuel 
through Laos in drums would mi longer suffice. A 
system of pipelines was the only feasible way io 
satisfy increasing demands and prepare for a new 
general offensive For several yean, North Vietnam 
had received ils petroleum fuels via pipelines from 
China and ship-to-shore lines {Soviet tankers at the 
port of Hai Chay) north Of Haiphong A four -inch 
pipeline hrought ihc fuel south lo Vmh Construc- 
lion of a main line nouih of Vmh was started in t9nfl 
and completed acrovs Ihe Mu Gia Pass mlo the 
Muong Nong base area ai Laos in February 1969 
By February 1973 the mam Im* hat! hern estciMled 
lo the Chavane area of Laos. ss lulc since early ls>72 
a major branch had heen supplying ihe A Shall area 
in itiua ThiL-ji Province Another spur line was 
bo ill off tlte mam line to Ihe Laotian-South Viet- 
namese border tn early 1973 where it appeared to 
serve Routes 9t>&, 14. and J.'-l 13) April 1^1 an- 
other pipeline bad been constructed generally foU 
lowing Route 101 from Ihe Thu Thu petroleum 
storage sine north of Bat Lake mm the DMZ. This 
line branched off the mam V'mh-Mu Liia line and 
served NVA divisions in Quang Tri and Thua Thien 
Provinces during the Nguyen flue offensive A 
major fuel storage area was built at Cam Lo m 
Quang Tn Province, ami a hue was emended south 
of ba Long. By September 1973. new pipeline con- 

siruelHW was scx.ll 14 miles, south of Ha Long lo .1 

new storage site at A Luoi in Ihe A Shan Valley 
[Jin in,; January 197-1 and Immediate!}, following 
the cease-fire, the NVA tool advantage of the hall 
in AmctiL-an air interdiciion of the Ho Chi Mtnh 
Trail to reinforce its lank and artillery strength in 
South Vietnam Alt niton during ihe Nguyen Hue 
offensive had leduced the tank force to an eslimalpd 
lOO vehicles, but by the end of April, estimated lank 
strength was close to 900. Many or the tanks were 
seen and photographed on the improved rouds in 
southern Laos. 

Ihc principal medium arnllcf> piclcs of ihe 
NVA were Soviei 122-mm howitzers and 122- and 
IJO-mm guns They outranged 1he Amencan-sup- 
plied 105- and 15J-mm. howitzers ot ih^' N .md 
were mure jccuniIc j'. long range than the few U-S- 
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175-mm gun-, in the ARVN corffs ariiller\ H The 
ARVN had five hai talinns of I75s r each whh II 
guns. Three battalion* were deployed tn MR I and 
on? each in MK 2 and The gun had a JlUJUmum 
cffcvE"*' range of .' L 2,r!fHl meters. Tin- IM-ram. and 
ISS mm hoWiUcfs had maximum effective ijiicl-i 
of H.tXXi .uid ]$,0CX) meters respectively W aliped 
.a^ainsl ihoM. 1 weapons were ihc 122- and I 30- III ill 
SovkM field! guns with ranges of 23,000 meters and 
meters respectively. The Sovici 122 * in in 

hirwil/cr had a range eomparahlc to [he U.S. 1ftJ- 
mm h<iwil«,T, many uf which Wrfe also i-n ihc 
NV'A Iftflkfjr fOfCC) 

By the end of April the NV'A hid increased its 
artillery strength m Souih Vietnam by ihe introduc- 
tion of at leant I TO more 122- and 130-mm. guns. 
>-r iiiLriiit: ihc roinl in over 2Ml. r\% was sIil- tdM.- wiih 
replaLcmciil soldicrv, no at-touiilmy ^ai Itudf 10 
ihc 1CC&, but the ICCS i turns. nevertheless kept 
di>se UjlIc of L'.S. shipmcnls ui 1 1 < hieil It'. -a I 1j 

Nan^, and culicr pons of cm ry. 

Of particular concern to the South Viet m:i niese as 
well as to American officers responsible foi plan- 
ning for renewed U.S. air operations, should they be 
ordered, was a rapid and significant increase tn the 
NVA's air defense force* an northern Quang Tri 
Province, Ordcr-of-batilc experts had evidence that 
elements of 10 NV'A antiaircraft regiment* were 
operating tn QuAtig Tri Province at tlie end of 11*72. 
By the end of January 1*7 H. twin marc regiments 
had joined this Null- uiu3 by ihc end «f April, the 
count find risen hi l.l, riin aiitr Iw of [lie QuaiiR 
Tfl regiments had slid ted mini Ijm I liesc antiair- 
craft fc^iinenls were equipped with cannon ranging 
from the auiumatic 20-inm. to 1 00- mm. They also 
had 1 2.7 and 14.5-mm. antiaircraft machine guns, 
and many of their 57-mm. cannon were radar-con- 
I rolled. Furthermore the) hod ihe SA-7 H Strella" 
Soviet hand -held, heat -seeking missile, and early in 
1 973 evidence began to accumulate that al Irasl 
some of the SA-7s were an improved version. Also 
early in 197 J (he 2bJd SAM Regiment moved into 



Quug Tri Province and sel op near Khc Sarin. By 
Ihe end of April this regiment, had conMrucled eight 
SA-2 Mle* iirmiiHl Khc Sauh .mil had placed wcap' 
i ui'. m four nf them Ahhirugh M wmdd have beet 
prudent for ihe South Vietnamese to have destroyed 

ihe Mies before they became operational, ihe VN AF 
lacked ihc sophisticated ordnance, ihc radar jam- 
ming gear, and ihe navigational aids required for 
such a mission. Even had il been possible politically 1 
for American planes to do Ihe job, significant losses 
would have been expected While ominous for Ihe 
future. Communist reinforcement of its expedition' 
ary army in 5oulh Vietnam was consistent with 'he 
political offensive enunciated ni Ihc strategy direc- 
tive*. 

Nnte nn Sourer* 

Tlhr section ian North Vietnamese nosl-cease-fire 
strategy was derived largely from documents cap- 
tured by Ihe ARVN. translated al the J2/JOS Doc- 
umcnt tEjtploitation Center, and furnished in DAO 
Saigon. Principal ormmg lhr*c documeuls was a 

i p> of COSVN Directive 2/73. Ifttcrpreiutkm* of 
ihk and other documents, as well as report* of 
interrogations of prisoners of war and ralliers, were 
found in DAO reports, studies, and estimates and m 
reports originated by the U-S- ftmhasty. Saigon. 

Slu-njilh ami oilier personnel reports, prepared by 
the RVNAF J I, and furnished Cm LMO Saigon, 
provided information on RVNAF desertion and 
absentee rates 

Unclassified reports by ihe I'nreign DroMlcnst 
Innirmation Servke (h'UtSh prnvided qurrtaiions 
frcim the HanL>i press and rarii". 

kejmfiv approisalt. estmiam and fact sheets pre- 
pared hy ihc Defense Intelligence Agency and 
DAO Saigon were used as the basis for information 
concerning Ihe NVA logistical and tactical buildup 
in South Vietnam. Finally, translated edition* of the 

J.VKiS llaity IntcMiJU-'nes" Summary and imtes fc- 
lametl hy ihe autlkiir sst-re used Id deseril>e certain 
aspects of ihc enemy strategy mid general siiuaiion 
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The Third 
Indochina War: The 
First Half-Year 

Owfirr Violations 

As the posl-cxasc-fire flurry subsided, activities in 
Ihe four military regions he^-»n to develop patterns 
lhal persisted ihiimgli the iuinmci ttf 1**73. As has 
Srrn vjisJ so many nines, ihere were Tour war* in 
South Vietnam, a different cue in each military 
region, 

In Stitiiary Region L both tides avoided serious 
contact as ihe NVA continued lo consolidate and 
dvk'iid its pmilioris and to construe! its major logis- 
tical bases in northern Quang I ri uitd western Thus 
Tliicti Province. The South Vietnamese meanwhile 
uvd artillery sparingly and air power not at alt m 
defending; military posls and lines of <^ immunisation 
along the coast 

In Military Region 2 Die opposing side* devel- 
oped strong positions wound Kontum City While 
the ARVN sought la keep NV'A force* Out of 
roclct range of ihc ens an J airfield and eo keep 
open Route 14 south to Pleiku. the NVA'i new I Lhh 
Division pressed against Ihc city's defenses lo I he 
north and Another area of contention devel- 

oped around I he « <sErrnmos1 ARVN i minimis of 

Plci Mrong and Ptci Djcreng. The butter del- 
Eined not to survive because ii was much too close 
to Due Co. 1he major NV'A logistical hue in the 
highland*. The Ccmnuinisls also worked to improve 

Elicit itollh-soulh logistical mule from ihc vicinity 
Of Dak To SOUthss Jtd through ihc Plci Tfap Valley 

of western Kontum Province Combat in the eastern 
pan of MR 2 centered primarily in Binh Dinh 
Provmce. where the NVA conatanlly harassed 

South Vietnamese posts, ml I he populated area* uul 

along lines, of communication The ARVV respond- 
ed with sorties inlo NVA areas in order to dens the 
enemy cosy access lo the coastal lowlands. 

In Military Region J the NVA ctmccntrated 
■ig,i iris? long Le Chon, an isolated ARVN post 
deep in Com rn in «4 -coot rolled northern Tay Ninh 



Province, located close- io ihe Song Saigon, where 
ihe mm \a.ls ■■.nil i|ni.r stream winding through 
dense jungle on its way lo ihe South China Sea. 
Existence of ihc post h.id fox Led the enemy lo 
detour from preferred logistical corridors from Tay 
Ninh into Urn Ii I im'.;: Province and southward along 
ilii' Saigon River to limit Duong. The NVA in 
Much 1973 began a siege of the post dcMiltcd tu last 
for a full year. Although action elsewhere in the 
region waa relatively light, harassment of oullymg 
hamlets and resettlement areas waa constant 

In Military Region 4 ihc heaviest action ceiiu-rcd 
i it Ihe Seven Mountains area of Chau Doc Province, 
where ARVN Rangers were undertaking a slow 
and cosily campaign to destroy ihe remaining ele- 
ments ( >f the NVA '- Isl I>imm.-i! in that mountain 
tlronghold. tJtlier intense combat occurred in the 
Hung Ngu - c l:h i-i jIihic :1k hunJci Jo^ t... whcrL 
the Mekong River enters South Vietnam from Cam- 
hodut The rest of the region experienced relatively 
persistent harassment of Regional and Popular 
Forces outposEs and of ruipuUicd ircax 

Relying an information supplied by the RVNAF 
Joint General Staff (JGS>, DAD Saigon began re- 
porting statistical and descriptive information on 
cease- fire violations. Arbitrary definitions were ev 
tahlished in order lo cuEcL-onvi- hosldc jicEimt Ki>r 
example, a "minor attack, by fire" was one in which 
2<i .11 fewer lu^ih Lsplosive rounds hit j friend Is 
position or populated area and i a i which casualties 
were five or less, Tor flUscfcs of more than 2Q 
rnuiiikor fist casual lies, Ihc cale^ury was a "'major 
attack by fire." Contacts between .ground troops 
were siuiilarls defined as "minor" if ARVN casual- 
ties did not exceed five; as "major^' ir casualties 
were sis or more, RVNAF ground opcraEnm re- 
sulting in eomhai were not rcptirled » Stmth Viet- 
namese erase ■fife violations I lie ,iiniudc Liken bs 
reporting officiaJs in the JOS scented to be thai ihe 
RVNAF hud the n^hi lo ht in the particular urea m 
which the conflict took place, and any resulting ftre- 
fiuln violation attributed to enemy encroach- 

ment im SiHith Vietnamese Icrntory. Similarly, 
RVNAF artillery firings min suspected or known 
enemy locations were not reported as violations. 
The rationale was that the firing was defensive and 
bl response to a clear threat or to a poor violation 
by ConirtiuJiht fbfcev Even though a certain 
amount or distortion ihus crept into the report nig 
system and inaccuracies were doubtless present, the 
sun tt ics ^n cease-firf viohtnons provided a general 
idea of trends and paHerns, 

A look at Military Region I reports, probably the 
most accurate of those submitted from ihc field, 
shows a paltem of minor activity so characteristic 
of I Corps. In ihe three weeks immediately follow- 
ing the cease-fire, during the final phase of Land- 
i.K sn 7. 1 ). there sserc 5* major contacts betssccn op- 
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pas forces, bul in I he fourth wtfL 19-24 Febru- 
ary 197 ,i, Ihrre were only i In ihe 2tt weeks from 
Id l-cbeuiry unt.il S July (97,1. the we-ckly Average 
fevr major contacts in ihe region w» only I 25 
Minor contacts were also al Ihe lowest level in I he 
country. uHh M" reported helwcen the start of the 
ceasefire and I? February Alter that dote a down- 
ward Irt'iwJ began, mi lhat Hs lhc fusr wti'L of luh, 

rite raie down to 20 per week. The total in I he 
20-wcck period was only 1,107, a weekly average of 
55. 

The record in Military Region ] becomes remark- 
able when compared With ulhrr regnois, particulaf- 

Ly the deltiL Over 800 minor contacts occurred in 
Military Region 4 in the three weeki Following the 
cease-fire By July. 1he weekly rule w» Mill in the 
lhc total for the 20 week period *w 2.6S2, for 

a weekls iM'ia^ i Stiver 1J0. M afrit contacts alio 

i it :i i-i i «: J j. high level in the delta; during the tame 

period, the average wu over 5.3 per week. 

Casualties naturally followed o similar trend In 
the three week* fcUowing the cease-fire, about $00 
ARVN soldiers died in combat In MR L, compared 
to about 300 in lite delta. Tile casualties then began 
to taper ofT in MR I unlil hy July -nik 15 m 20 were 
killed in action each week, while ihe rile remained 
high in MR 4 wiih * weekly loud of W or more. 

The ffe^ucnL J of ground COffihal in Mihtary 
Rrgkm 1 wu between ihe low or MR I and the 
high experienced in the delta Three weeks after the 
cease-fire and up unlil 5 July, Ihe average frequency 
of major contact* had fallen in i per week the 

murine i of minor contacts during this [wrtml wits 

1 ,205, an average of 60 per week. Ill Corn* force* 
had more minor contact* 1 1,341), hut major contact! 
were a1 the same low level ji in MR I, 1.25 per 
wcek- 

The record or attack* by fire w« alio illustrative 
of the general siiujtnm and fcHceird ihe order of 
hat tie and Ihe diversity among the four regions. In 
the delta, fur example, enemy attacks by fire were 
frequent though ihe rate remained fairly constant 

fnf lhc fir h| five month* aflcr the CCaac-flltt Thai 
hiC.il r j I l- reflected lhc larec number nf isolated 
outposts manned by South Vietnamese territorial* 
w hich seemed 1o draw fire as candle flames altracl 
moths. Since ARVN artillery w» deployed 
ihfOughoul thr 1 1 f I l-i. lhc cuslmrury response lei an 
enemy mortar or rocket attack (ihe enemy had no 
Held guns or howitzers in the delta k was counter- 
battery fire- Krom the cease-rrre Eo 5 July, tike JOS 
reported Over hWO attacks by fire in Military 
Region 4, -St* pcrcenl of [lie country ■■wide total. 
ARVN artillery expenditures, partly in response io 
enemy fire, atam remained fairly constant after the 
cease-fire, except for ihe first three weeks when 
Souih Vietnamese gunners fired nboul 1TO.O0O 
rounds tl05-mm and 15V mm huwii/rr). lis ihe 



lirsi week in July. IV Corps forces in Ihe delta had 
expended alnnssi ?55.CKKI rounds, a modest 21 per- 
cent of the country-Wide luljl 

II j disregarding die first three weeks of tin.- eease- 
fire. when expend ilures were extremely heavy in 
Military Region I. a more meaningful reprcM.'iil.Huiri 
of ammunition usage appears. Over 25 percent of 
1 In.- artillery ammunition used aflcr I? l-chruary was 

fired in the deha. The consistency of ihe delta war i* 
even more dramatically shown hy iimnui union fig- 
ures afler 2* April, when the heavy expenditures in 
MR I were sharply reduced- A hsnit one-third of 1 he 

anirnumhon tired Mom 24 April lo 5 July was ex.- 
pciidcd in the della. 

As alluded to earlier, the high level of comhat 
during I smk.h s n ~\ in MK I was revealed in the 
statistics, tin attacks hj IItc and ammunition esncndi- 
lure In lhc lirsl llilce Weeks following the cease- 
fire, more than 46 percent of the enemy's attacks by 
fire were directed al targets in MR I. Although ilk- 
rate remained fairly high (second in the country} for 
ihe rest of ihe period, the share of attacks by fire hi 

ihe region's I (,"r>rps had d nipped hj J. July to 30 
percent A much more sinking decline iwurscd in 
RVNAF artillery usage; in die three weeks follow- 
ing ihe cease-fire, nearly 670,000 rounds were fired 
by t Corps forces, almost 50 pcrcenl of Ihe country 
total; bul afler 29 April. I Corps' ammunition usage 
jn-ownted for only IS pcrcenl of thai fired country 
wide 

Attacks h> fire in Military Region 2 were the 
ImcM in ihe country During the period under 
discussion, only W<) niiacks hj- fm- were directed al 
Corpa fortes rn the region, 9 percent of ihe lotaL 
20 percent of these wcle launched in lhc first three 
weeks of die cease-fire Ammunition usage was also 
Ihe lowest, 430.000 rounds, or 16 percent of the 
lotal. This percentage wnuU have been even lower 
had it not been for the heavy fires in support of 
.ittempls Co iclakr I'oler K i ■ ■! i>: .mil t rung Nghia in 
western Kontum Province in June ARVN arlillcry 
fired 62,000 rounds m the four weeks of this action. 

Attacks hy ftre m Military Region 3 were also 
TcLalivcly low, only 1^ percent of ihe COOTtlry lotat. 
Antmuntlkm expenditures reflected ihai figure 
450,000 rounds for the period, or aboui 37 pcrcenl 
of ihe total, During a brief two-week period, (}■ 1 5 
June), however, ihe region's gunners fired 87J0OO 
rounds supporting an unsuccessful attack to open 
Rmilc I.' ffLOIl I ai Khc to t'hon I lianli Thi^ repre- 
senled ?7 pcrcenl of the shells fired from 2"J April to 
5 July. 

the Threat to Sai«tin 

The attempt in June 1973 to open Route 1] was 
symptomatic of a strategic malady from which Ihe 
ARVN in Military Region J suffered ihrmi(bosit 
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the mmiLlu% following the Nguyen Hoc offensive up 
until Ihe final capitulation In an attempt to gei more 
depth in I hp defense, ihe AKVN hid maintained 
posh ions and outposts deep in territories which, if 
not under firm enemy control, were nevertheless 
subject to easy enemy Inierdktinn with minimum 
force*. In strong pmLtiOns guarding llltr wevlcrn, 
northern, and eastern approaches to Saigon, the 
AR VN held in good order ind in strength sufficient 
lo repel any enemy offensise. assuming no si^nifi. 
cant reinforcement of t 'flmmpini fori;**. Thesouth- 
rm approaches wen- .idL-cmaiely pioicciL-d \<\ ihc 
dispositions of IV Corps around My Tho> and no 
si/able Threat could develop id the Rung Sal. the 
extensive mud and mangrove delta of the S:ugon 
and Dong Not Rivers. 

I hc defensive are was nevertheless quite close to 
the capital. In the nonhwestern sector at Cu Chi the 
25th ARVN Division was only 25 kilometers from 
Tan Son Nhu1 airhate. Although only one regiment 
wh usually kepi ll the Cu Chi are*. aubM.usii.il 
lerriLiiriiil forces gave density and depth to the 
tf»ffr**** there. Since this was perhaps ihe most 
likely approach to Saigon for armor* extensive anti- 
tank (filches were dug near strong points. l"he 2 Si h 
kept one rcgtmenl at Tay Nmh West and ihc Other 
in ihc Khem liiuih-Tri Tam-Boi Loi triangle. Al- 
though inside contested territory, these dispositions 
afTorded essential depth to the defense. The trouble 
wu Hut Ihe enemy often exercised his capability lo 
interdict the tenuously held routes to the outposts, 
si> I hilt major op* rations were frequcnlly rvu|uirfJ In 
run rhc rcsnoply convoys, and increasingly heavy 
burden.-; were placed on aerial resupply. 

The enemy crowded the ARVN defenses with 
local bal liil ions, as well as main force regiments 
Contact was virtually constant in die Ho Bu and 
Doi Loi areas north of Cu Chi, but an even more 
serious threat developed in the Long Nguyen, a 
heavily wooded, long-time enemy base am In the 
gap between Cu Chi and the Slh ARVN Division at 
Lai Khc. The Qih NVA Division pushed into iln* 
area Tron its bases in the Michelm and Minh Thanh 
plantations and was soon threatening lighlly held 
territorial positions on the northern leg of the so- 
called Iron Triangle: Roch ttap, Base K2, and An 
Dicn 

An appreciation of the seriousness svilh which an 
enemy vilieni in thi- Iron Triangle hail io be viewed 
can be gained from the following: Fitm. ihe south, 
ern vertex of ihc Triangle. opposiiL- iV siILsiljc of 
Phu Hoa and al the confluence of the Saigon and 
Thi Thien Rivers, is only 26,300 meters from Ihe 
runways of I jii S^m Nhnt and Iben Ho* ofrbttcs, 
and maximum range of ihe 1 HJ-imn field gun is 
26,700 meters. Second, a successful crossing of the 
Thi Thien River below Ben Cat would isolate the 
5th Division n 1 n K he. prohahlv result in eliminot- 
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bu Ihe defenses in front of the Binh Duong Prov- 
ince seat « Phil Cluing, and place enemy forces in a. 
position Tor a rapid move into Saigon. 

The lack of contiguous depth to the defense was 
much mt>re appareul und had more immediate and 
serious l"i ifvw: n ucrtCca in [he Ccn let an/lor where lllc 

NVA in the Nguyen Hue offensive had taken Lac 
Ninh, Ihe district town north of the Binh Long 
Province scat of An Loc, Although the gamv>o at 
An I. oc withstood the mge, desiroying do/ens of 
tanlca and entire baltalions in ihe process, eliminat- 
ing the immediate ihrta.t lo Binh Duong Province 
and Saigon, and providing a much needed psycho- 
logical boost, the South Vietnamese were left with a 
large, critical hose that could be supplied imly by 
licltcoplei 

A similar problem existed southwest of the An 
Loc perimeter where at Tong Lc Chon the enemy's 
siege by 25 March had begun in earnest Soon after 
that date all resupply had to be parachuted, evacua- 
tion hcLanif iiltmni nupi^sihle, and bombardment 
was almost continuous. Helicopters could not land 
without prohibitive risk, and Ihe NVA antiaircraft 
positions around the camp became so dense that 
even approach by helicopter became almost impos- 
sible In a Id-wcek period beginning on 25 March, 
die NV'A conducted alnuHt 300 in racks hj fire 
against rhc camp, expending over 13,000 mortar, 
roekel, and artillery rounds. There were also II 
ground attacks and al least 9 attempts by sappers to 
infiltrate defenses- The NVA suppnrH'd ih^ .macks 
ssitls, psychoEojcical bombardmcnls, prLMliising over 
loud .speakers lo afford tlte defenders safe passage 
out of the camp ud appealing to Ihe camp com- 
mander lo lead his men ou1. 

As of the first week in July, (he total sirenj;Lh of 

the 9l*i R.uvV" H.illahon inside the camp .nld IWO 
close-in outposts was 224 officers and men, of 
whom 34 were out of action because of wounds or 
dines* Total casualties Tor the penod were 16 
killed, 4 seriously wounded, .mil 192 lighlly wuund> 
ed lit sick, including some with hcti bcri and malar- 
ia. Despite isolation and deteriorating morale, the 
ranger battalion nevertheless held fosl and during 
those 1 6 weeks counted 36 enemy soldiers killed and 
10 nubs idu.i! *L'.irM'iK . ipUiieil Lk l.i.J. ny .ir .mil 
jKLTjfl iiLiicliuie jiun. and claimed desLiuclion <d 
one enemy 105-mm. howitzer. 

During Ihe 16-week period, Ihe VNAF flew over 
.VkXJ sot ues snpjxirting thi* Utile Camp, The plttei 
dropped more than three hundred 400-pound bun- 
(flea of Tood and other supplies, of which 134 were 
recovered by the defenders \\ hile the remainder fell 
into enemy hands. 

The besieging fulce consisted at first of a hallal- 

ion of the 271st Regiment, 9th NVA Division, later 
replaced by a battalion of the 20 1st Independent 
NVA Kegimcnl. Also included in (he forces sur- 
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rounding Tong Le Chon were a battalion each of 
I be 42 J and 271* NVA Antiaircraft Regiments, or 
i he b^cli Artillery Group and fin up hattcrie* of die 
28th NVA Artillery Banal ion. iIil- latter equipped 
with iJQ-mm field gums 

Souih of i he An U*c perimeter on National 
Route 1J, wa another uolmcd garrison at Chon 
Thanh. All hough regiment* of I he 5lh ARVN Divi- 
sion were rotated in and -.hi i i if Chon rhanh, the 

[rj_y.lL- dcfeiMC was [lie I L'\pi Ml slhltLl y iif territorials 

u ltd rangers A untie one of [he camp in early June 
by Ihc 7th Infantry, 5ih ARVN Division, pro- 
gresscd only five or six kilometers before being 
stopped »iih moderate casualties riiK ,1- ,ni u ii - 
successful attempt ut link up with [he Ktb Infantry 
attacking north i>Ut of ihc advanced base al Ban 
fang, north of Lai K he. Chon Thanh remained cui 
off for the real of the war. An outpost al Chi I mh. 
southeast of the Art LOC perimeter On the Song Ikr 
River, also required helicopter resuppK . 

Northeast of An I >v. a j unc le-cloaked peak, rises 
meters lkui *if the rolling woods, pi ant alio us. and 
tarn* of [he Dong Nai terrace Jts beautiful, sym- 
metrical COW shading Priu*>e Ihnli, provincial ml 
of Phuoc Long Province, can he seen on cleat days 
fr4iin Saigon On some map* Phuoc Elinh n labeled 
Sons Cor ltk ' swift-flowing river Itul curves 
around [he north ha.se of die mountain A mil Mars 
garrison was located ai an aim rip near Phuoc limh 
Thtx province headquarters was in no way Lmcgra.1 
io ihc defenses of Saigon; its importance was exclu- 
sively po]ilicaJ in that throughout ihc war, the 
South Vietnamese could Mill claim possession of all 
province capitals, 

Until Ihc NVA Phuoc t.onj; offensive of Decem- 
ber I ^74. T'liuiV Ihnli could be reached hj mad 
from Kicn r>nc. m (Jtiang Due Province in the 
northeast, although (he route was long and circu* 
itous: from Nhu Trang to Ban Me Thuol. thence to 
Gia Nghia and over to Kicn Due. then west h> 
FtttlOc Btnh Route 14 was tept open b\ troop* 
posted at Due Phong, nbout half the distance be- 
tween Kicn Due and PhuiK tfmh Road 1 rascl w.is 
also possible with some risk south front Due Phong 
to ■ small outpost al the tlunard plantation, bui nut 
beyond The ARVN was unable to open Route 14 
north of Dim I. nan (also known as Dong Xoai) after 
mid-March, although one consos managed m gel 
through an ambush on Route IA and make it to 
Sony Ik. riven when interdictions of Route I A 
m.^ueIi of ihc regimental hai* camp at Phuoc Vinh 
(called Phu Giao by the ARVN) became common, 
the ARVN managed to keep I A open to Phuoc 
Vinh irmi of the lime, but not to Don t..wan. which 

became locally dependent on aena] revupph 

The situation in the eastern sector was different, 
there being run iv.ilo.ied areas dependent on airlift far 
supply or evacuation and all major road* being 



open. Cm dun and commercial as well as military 
:.-■).. ringed without cM.Li.ri hnuiv - 1 to and 
from the mounlam resort and gardens u-f D.d-ii 
National Route I w» open for all traffic to the 
coastal town of Phan thiei, and Highway 15 was 
open to the beaches at Vang Tau. The 1J*eN AKV\ 
Division, with territorials in support, had nu serious 
difTicutticii with the NVA's J3d and 274th Regi- 
ments in ljm^ Khanli and Phuoc Tuy Province^, 
.ilihougtli ihtse main forces and some local units 
made travel hazardous on Imerprovlncial Route 2 
from Xium Loc to Ml Riu Constaiu pa[rtiJhng was 
duh neeeMn.ry to protect traffic on Imcrprovinctal 
Rome 2i between Dat Do and Xnyen fwfoc in 
southern Phuoc Tuy. 

I hii I'umliodiun t \inncction 

The main ship channel of the great Mekong River 
empties tnio ihc S<5uth China Sea opposite Ihc rmrt 
city of Vung Tau. Convoys of lugs mid barpes for 
Phnom Penh marshalled there for ihc slow tow to 
Tam Cluvu, 1 50 miles up the brown river, just short 
nf elk- crossing in in Cambodia, All of the heavy 
tonnage comprising U-S assistance lo Camhodm 
mostly amntunrtinn, fuels, and rice— had m jto this 
way since the Communists had closed off Phuorn 
Pi-nli frt>m Cambodian ocean ports. The border 
areas of Souih Vietnam's Kren Phntig, Chan DtK'. 
and Kicn Giatig Provinces, a*, well as ihc son i hern 
reaches of the adjacent Cambodian ProMneca or 
Prey Vcng. Kandal, Takco and K am pot, had long 
tu-4'n us«'lI by the NVA and VC Tor base areas and 
lines of communication I In- NVA m early }97l luwl 
up to 11 regiments in Cambodia., all used m S<iuih 
Vietnam except for 3 or 4 deployed against Cambo- 

diaji tJosernmem forces. 

The situation 1 hat developed in this border area 
wns. unique and was due to die interaction of a 
number of factors American efforts to keep the 
convoys moving; [he N V'A's anvmpts m stop them; 
i hie ARVN's support of ihe convoy effort at well ta 
its determination to prevettt Communis[ main force 
incursions and inftllration of supplies and men into 
Vietnam, the NV r A\ persistent commitment to keep 
the lines of communication open through Cambodia 
inio South Vietnam; and finally, the peculiar harass- 
ment ihc Cambodian Communist units inflicted on 

the supply hnes and depots ,»f then N\'A jlln/s 
White this fast factor appeared lit have little last ink; 
effect on NVA effeciivctusw m Souih Vim na.ru, 
I here was evidfiite of serious int'ideiils which donht- 
les^ reqiuircd the N'V'A to diseit iiiKips ihai could 
otherwise have been devoted io more productive 
activity 

I'he river town of Hong Ngu. where ihc Hong 
Ngu tributary Hows into the Mekong, became ihc 
focal point of the NVA's attacks to clear impedt- 
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Map 7 

mi/nts to inl'iHraiinn and iii[L-rd»ti the Mekong Con- 
voys U lhc> moored al |h(r Viclnamirv." NaVs Haw: 

of Tan t'knu before churning on imo Cambodia. In 
MjfL.lL, the NVA concentrated above Hong Ngu m 
Cambodia the 207th Regiment, tnh NVA Division; 
i he |74ih Kr^iriiFrti. Jih NVA Division; lhe 272d 
Regimen! tdciached from the 9«h NVA Dfttti 
whieh remained in (he area of Mwh Thanh and 
Michdin pjaniamw* of South Vtcinam's Milii.m 
Region and dcincnis of the "? ? I h Artillery 
Group. With lhe 2(P<h leading. Mvpported by arid- 
lery, lhe North Vk< imnu-w attacked from Prey 
Veng I'rovmce. Cambodia— NVA bur area 704— 
wiward Hong Ngu. Not only did they meet immcdi' 
■Ic heavy resistance, but ihck rc*f utt WH pouhd - 
cdj by It-Sl'i and LoeiicaL hombefj.. II tc U S air 
L-flint tn Mj[i]nni l>I" lhe Cambodian campaign lo 
clear lhe Mekong bonks from the Vkliwn bmrJer 10 
Phnom Penh *nt» In full »wmg (Map 7) 

hVncfiH to lhe ARVN defend of Hone Ncu and 
Tan Chau were subMnnlial Several rdiahtc rcp.-.rK 
mid of heavy caviudUes and damage lo tlx NVA's 
»orage areas. One D-5J strike on 23 April 1973 
norih ui iltc border heltvecu lhe Mekong and the 
Hong Ngu stream prohahh caughi j large portion 
.'I lhe .lU.i.V i.' I .'.i Snrvivoiv repotted seeing 



impressed civilian* carrying the bodies of more ihaat 
100 NVA soldtcrs front lhe urea Many hunker* 
were destroyed, and lhe scent of death wts heavy in 
the air. 

In mid-April, the AKVN 15th Infantry, *>lh |)ivi 
won. together with the Zd Armored t'aialry Stiwid' 
rem and a Regional Forces Group, vowiienn tacked. 
Although casual I ie* were heavy, en-ecilcnt VNAF 
and Vietnamese Navy support helped enable the 
-\K VN iroofM to clear the easi hank of lhe Mekong 
from Hong Ngu to the Cambodian fronlicr N'oi 
only wa* control of this Mretch of the river never 
again seriously threu I IMHV. 1 ■ I *--- i!m.si mlli..-i 
ed heavy casualties and deal I n damaging blow lo 
enemy morale. By 1he end of May. nnt KaiuJHtn nf 
lhe I07lh NVA Regiment hud only l«l men. liy the 
■lih of May. when the Hong Ngu fighiing had 
wound down lo intermittent small contnci* and hghi 
shelling*. 422 enemy dead hod been counted, v, hilc 
ARVN casualties were g J killed. 743 uoundnJ. and 
34 miuing. 

Ov.li.in L.nu.iliicv in the action were by far lhe 
hiphest once lhe ceasefire, over 300, of which 10 
were killed by NVA ■riilkry. Almost 300 houses 

wrre dcMTovcd b> rnrmv fire In lhe second week 
4if Apnl aUmc \23 hich-e^.plosjve 122-mm rockcls 
vlamined inHr HiMig Ngu 
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Sfijrntii: m 1hi- Highlands 

Tlic u.tl n.m in regard to rsoUlcd outposts WW 
much the -.line in Military Region 2 as in Mililary 
Region J- There wu j deep hu1 fragile are or 
■ utposi* maimed b) ranger hordei defense hattal 
tofiv dud li'irtliiruK eslendmg unilli from KoMlurn 
City , Jin! line isolated border (limp, Plei Djereng.. 
wevi of Pleiku All had to he supplied by asr. 

Mang Hue, ju^t inside Kouiuin I'ios nice on the 
border wiih fjuang Ngui Province, was ticrili ol 
Kontum with nn usabte mad m-between. Southwest 
i>l M;inp But, twer fidget hung to meters, was 
Dab Tci, the i ml v ri.-nt.-iiiiinj£ position .lU-rm Route 14 
north of Kontum oill held by Hit R VNAP. and Dak 
Tit itself wa> i »T Milk concern to the North Vivtnam- 
l-v.- because they u'i'w huildmg a rwrw highway llial 
would bypass lliL e.ntip im [he West. South tlf Mang 
Hue and iwHtheast (if Kuniuni wz\ the isolated camp 
ii! t'liumig Nghia lalso known H Plateiu Gik 1 1 too 
posed no pinlKular problem for iIlu North Vietnam- 
ese unci they bull I a itwiil bypassing II (Map A) 

We»i of Pleiku, on i be slopes of the high plateau 
above the volley of ihe Se Sjun River, wu Camp L.l 
Mlnh at the VilUlfP of Plci Djereng. This poir. posed 
a different problem for ihc NVA h uuixi ihe edge 
tit a haw area being expanded from Dim.* Co. It wu 
alui imi Rouic M.W leading directly to Pleiku And n 
astride i In- Route L4 comnles thai was uihJer 
construction and would eventually link Khe Sanh in 
Ouang Tri Province with the Bu Dop-Loc Nmh 
logistical center north of Saigon P'or the AftVN 
1he problem w» familiar: only a major operation 
could open Roule Sf* from IML-iku In Ptei l5|L-nng, 
and ihe force* Air thai were not available llius l.r 
Mlnh had lo be lUpplbftl by air. 

The moM importani ARVN tasks in the Konlum- 
Pleiku defenoe were (o keep Ihe enemy From clmof 
Highway 14 between Ihe two ciliev pre^enl N'V'A 
artillery Trom inlerdu-Mng Plciku Air Ha 1 * 1 or hitlinjL 
ihe military higiMiv - *! eenlco m the urea, and keep 
Highway 14 itpen to Han Ntc Thwit and lli^tmns 
N open ihfuugll ihr Mang S'-iJiir P-n\* T tn.- weslL-nv 
trace of ihc dt-ft iiw. which Irfi much of ihc lerratu 
unLwereel, wu anchored in Thanh An DtMrici on 
Highway 19aboul midway between the junction of 
Highways 19 and 14 and the NY AN h.i^- ,o 

pr<im Thunh An, ihe Irate weni north bendinB; 

in toward Highway 14 

The forward posilionsi west of Kontum were just 
emu of Poki Krong and ihe adjatem village of 
Trujig Nghm near the confluence of iht- II.lL HIj 
and K.rnhg Pokt^ HvclV The SV'A had al tucked 
Polei Krong and Trung Ngtna during the eeave-fire 
laudgrab and Hill occupied Polei Krong, which it 
appeared ovu'rmincd lo hold, not only lo provide a 

g<H>d piiml i>f uhpjrlurL' for an attack on K^mlurn 



hMi ,ilv.i heciiuw Polei Kr.in ( : wj^ .i^iruk' -mi,' ■>! rln- 
he»l north viuih line* "f commnnm-aiJon Thi> area 
became the vicnc of Mime of the lieavicv fipliinik; in 
Military Region 2 during Ihe Mtnvnter and early 

autumn *il ]<J"T1 St^ut]iwn1 <il Kontum, lhi I Iitlv 
Kuiiis Mountain C II ill ?(YJ) uvctkxiLtiig PruvinL-ial 
Route JB olid the Dak Ilia Ruci. wx\ the iv>lated 
iinitH.^i k .f |>mi Ha Chain. ,iecessible only by helicop- 
ter, 

In mid -May, VNAK aerial nfacrvet* sjm, i^h 
IJO-mm. gum being moved into position north wet 
of Kontum Pri manly through aucnl reporlv 
ARVN mtelhgence oflken learned of S'V'A plan> 

tO UVC ■rllllcTy *g*nwt ARVN arliltery hallene% in 
llie Kontum t'jt j area. Shurih .ll'k r w -lid*, lica\ ) 

jiiackv by fire hit the ARVN fire bases and posi- 
liuro i-l ihc VliJ Inl.Miii v Keiinru-rii. , ; .| \K\S 
lliMsmn. norlhwest of the cily on l]o <*io Hill and 
Bases N and R T*« NVA ground altack^ again>t 
|3l»i lla i 'ham wiTt 1 repulwd Artillciy hiniibard 
niLiits hy Ihe NV'A's 4l>tli Ai'tillei s Regiment, em 
ploying IJO-mm. gun and 122-inni rocket fire, con- 
tuiued agaiiiM for w aid ARVN pn^nmi,^ juj jr nt- 
lery ballehes during Ihe UrM week of June, while 
elements of ihe 10th NVA Diviskan conducted 
ground prntK's a^ain%l I hi ice forward AK\ \ piiM 
tnins. On 1 June, a major attack hy Ivillahom of ihe 
t*lh Regiment, lOlh NVA t)ivi^ion. and I lie Nth 
Independent NVA Regiment, supported hy at least 
10 T-54 tanks and by fire from iJOmm, guns and 
l2]-mm. rockets, struck ARVN povjiions ai Irung 
Nghia and Polei Krong- The uitack drove, 4 regional 
force hallahon and element of the 44th ARVN' 
Regiment from ih^n fn>Miiiiiis affording: the NVA 
control of posinoits 17 kilometers wevl of Kontum 
Ctty 

Bven a* ihe lOlh NV'A Disision was presoinj 
hard against the Kontuui perimeter, ihe 3I0ih NV'A 
Division was trying to force contraction of the 
ARVN defenses west of Pleiku as well as ihose 
pronxting Highway 14 north of ihe city. In early 
Mas. AK\ N inleUigence learmtl I hat al least one 
I 'a Hal ion of ihe 4 >S-b FtcgUIUrlll. huh NVA DiviMOft, 

had moved oul of the Chu Pao Pass area and into ■ 
haw 1 in-ar Ple» Moium ii, n^t Mm1h of ihe Yan Kails, 
there 10 pfepafe for attacks on tin- ARVV langn 

ha>e al PIei Mrimg 

In lute March a mixe senous situation was devel- 
oping in Thanh An district on Highway I*' where 
elements of the ^(nh [division began movinj; Iniin 
Due Co toward ihe ARVN base at I hanh Giao In 
the first week of April, ihe defenders were pounded 
by Id separate bombardments and beat off five 
ma^ir grinind attacks, although an nulcr defense 
pitriirietcl was forced to pull back humiliation of 
shell fragments disclosed ihe presence of I.s0-mm 
guns and 130-mm mortars \i w.iv nh^ious tli^i ihc 
NVA wanted m*we buffer space cast of Due Co 
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VN'AFs aerial observer* saw ■ new compound or 
34 buildings being erected near the airfield, ind 
p hoi oil disclosed extensive npu mad corwruction. 
\ N'AJ- hiwibers attacked a cmvsuig Oil [he St San 
Rivcr r which forma, iht Cambodian border al this 
point, and destroyed 13 medium ferries while 
ARVN's aggressive defense al Thanh Giao caused 
the NVA to tuck off for a lew weeks. 

By I May tin: 320ih Dnismn's 4t4th Rcgimcnl 
was, bivouacked north of Thanh Giao and the +81 h 
remained to 1 he south Nevertheless, mi significant 
attacks took place, and the ARVN J7lh Regiment. 
2 2d Divjsinai, basing moved from Hinh L)nih I'riiv 
ince. stiffened I he defense* in Thanh An District. 

The RVNAF II Corps Commander, Moj. Gen. 
Nguyen Van Toan, could deploy the 47th Regiment 
Id reinforce Pkiku wilh confidente that the Jld 

I^iviviihi could control the situation in l5in?i L>nih 

without it. Over a year having passed since the 22d 
wis badly mauled in Konium, the division was well 
on the way to recovery. In northern Binh Dinh the 
division nibbled al enclave* seized by the Commu- 
nists in January, finding thai the NVA 3d Division 
was barely effective. The 1 2th NVA Rcpimrnt was 

in western lam Quail District, and the 2 d and 2 1 si 
Regiments hud pulled out li-T Hoai Nhon to refit and 
receive replacements west of (he An Lao River in 
Hoai An District. The fighting slrcnglh of the 
enemy bsttalirms was probably under 200 men each. 
Having lost heavily in Lamxirar 71 and in post- 
octM-nre engagements, the division's morale, as 
well as its strength, was al a low point, while the 
ARVN 22d Division was gaining strength and ap- 
peared Co be imbued with the confidence and drive 
of its commander. Brig. Gen. Chan Dinh Niem. In 
any event, W'ith the bth Ranker Cirour 1 operating m 
Tam Quan Dsstricl, the -V.ftU .iiilI -t2cl Regiments m 
Hoai Nhon. and the 41st Regiment in Phu My, the 
22J ARVN Division as mid-summer approached 
controlled the main lines nf communication and 
populalcd coastal regions of Ftmh Dmh Province. 

The South Vietnamese outnumbered the NVA 
and VC forces in Military Region 2. The ARVN 
2 2d and 23d Divisions had a total of seven regi- 
meniv. m Hmh Umli, KniLium, and Pkiku Province. 
I here mere also the 2d Ranger (pr.Mjp, detached 
from III Corps, and battalions of the 7th Rangers 
from IV Corps. In all there were 18 Ranger battal- 
ions in MR 2 in the summer or 1*73. On the other 
side of the ledger, the enemy had his 3d, 10th, add 
3.20th Divisions, the finl two with three regiments 
and the third with two. The NVA also had four 
separate rcgimeim u it d as many as 40 undcrstrength 
independent battalions but total enemy combat 
strength in MR 2 was probably under 30.000, The 
NVA nevertheless demonstrated ■( TrtMtg Nhia and 
Polei K-frtng. an abihts lo conccnlfalc tin- forces 
required at a \ utncrnbk obieciive to achieve tempo- 



rary success On the other hand, the enemy failed In 
concentrate against any decisive objectives in Pkiku 
in Mi nli Dinh Provinces, even though the RVNAF 
was spread thinly throughout the carps area. The 
activity in MR 2 during Ihc early summer of 1*73 
illustrated ■ perennial truth about main force 
combat success and failure in Vietnam: despite over- 
all numerical and qualitative inferiority, the NVA 
cuuld concentrate forces, achieve temporary fire 
and maneuver superiority! attack with some degree 
of tactical surprise, and overwhelm local RVNAF 
defenses, 

l.uuktlcs and Infiltration 

Ily the end of June, al Umii ihrve NVA transports 



turn reginu-nLs were 



supplies iiloiig 1he 



northern Miction of Highway 14 from the Khe Sanh 
area in in i he A Shau Valley. Al least three major 
storage depots were moved out of Laos into South 
Vietnam, probably to be located in the new High- 
way 14 area. As much at 10,000 short tons of 
supplies were mosxd into the B-3 front and NVA 
Military Region 4 during June- TW* aim unit mas 

evidently pait tif the estimated 30,000 short tons 
winch crossed the DMZ into Quang Tri during i hi- 
fi rat weeks after the cease-fire. The Highway 14 
network inside South Vietnam would, when com- 
pleted, provide an alternate to much of the Ho Chi 
Mush I r.is I in 1 .mi-.. Significantly, when Use roads in 
the southern Lorn runluuidle were Washed out in 
the southwest monsoon, the Route 14 net in the 
northern highlands of South Vietnam would be dry 
and traftkable. 

Enemy logistical developments received close ur- 
i en i u in ni 1>A(3 and by i he 12 of RVNAF. A 
competent intelligence estimate, employing conser- 
vative criteria, concluded that as of the end of May 
1^73. the NVA had moved supplies into Laos and 
South Vietnam m siiuTh-lciii quantities i<i miprwiTl 
offensive operations in South Vietnam at the 1972 
(31 March 72-January 73) level for 13 to IS months, 
and that ihese supplies v,ould be SUfTtClinl hi Itcein u 
similar offensive by July 1473. Replacements, how- 
ever, had not yel bs-en received m the numbers 
required to bring combal unite up to the strengths 
preferred I he NV'A for launching |irs offensive 

From January through June, 65,000 replacements 
arrived in South Vietnam, This compared lo over 
42,000 during the same period of 1972, Even when 

reassigned e.njvisinu'rs ol w.ir une nddi-d to ihe 

totals, a picture of uuder-strcngth enemy units re- 
mained. The RVNAF JGS had estimated enemy 
casualties during 1972, killed, permanently disabled, 
or died of wounds, at over 178,000, Even if gener- 
ous adjustments were m;ule fin possible cvjgger-,1- 
IiOlls, I here was mi qur/slion but I hat Iosvjs Were 
extremely heavy and an eiiimaied 39,000 more 
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enemy tidier* were permanently put out or action 
during the fifsc si* months of 1973, Thus the enemy 
still hud some catching up to do in regard ID re- 
placements (fc VN AH Uksncv sseie also heavy in 1972 
with over 40,000 killed Although much lower than 
ilhnc incurred during the Nguyen Hue offensive, 
casualties in the firs! half of 1973 were substan1i.il 
]\S0T> killed. 5,<X10 dead from nan<£irnhat cjinct, 
73, 700 wounded in action, and \b,<.XV.t injured friun 
nonLTnnl'ul causes > 

Guns, and tanks were also moving south. A rea- 
sonable es^mate, proved accurate by informal ion 
acquired subsequently, vw I hit ihc NVA hud 
hrongUl j'xitil l-ii! nrsi 122-imii .mil : ; :i nirn l'ii-i. 
into South Vietnam sihuc January 1971, and ihai 
about half of these went lo COSVN with the real to 
Military Region 5 and the B-3 Front, About 250 
new Unit* alio entered (he country, also going 1o 
COSVN wiih smaller equal shores In Ihe B»3 Front 
nnd MR 5. 

The SA 7 "Strclhi" 

Amid the remarkable increase in NVA anliair- 
erafi strength in South Vietnam the graves! threat 
lo V'NAF platlrs, particular!} in the southern purl 
country,, was the SA*7 hand-ltcld missile. 
Prom Ihe cease-fire unlil tlie end of June, [here tun.- 
22 reported SA-7 ■Hacks on VNAF aircraft. B of 
which shoi down itu> planer The following tabula- 
lion tiivcs the dale / provtriCL ;n reran .tint rcsnir 

4 F«* / Oiurtu Tn / A.. 11, desm^nl 
n Pet i Dink front * UH-IJI. mtvml 
\ M»r i O ln ti Tuomf. f A- IH. mweJ 

>MU f Dirt*, TmtBg t AC-HQ. l-t«fj 

1 Mu / Ikhh than* / HH l, tniuc*] 

IMu / Dinh Tvoaj / UH-1. iiitvn.il 

3D MM t Dink Thm| / A. J 7, autre 

U Mar ✓ Tay Nmh t CH47. miuec- 

24 Mm i Am / ITH-Lmnwd 

21 Mm > llcnh Urn* / A-IH. ikstruyed. nU* nwmt 

:•■ siji !i I. i vr .i 

29 Mir / Ikah tiw.fi / KA\\, Jtwrrtyrf, p^i n-««n* 
2' Mar / R<ah Lena / F.i A, deuro>ed. pdVH ntcvun|t 
7 Aj-r / l^ni To / MM (ICCSl. ueslroyed, 7 killed 
It Apt / Tt> IWnfc / L It. Mdned 
20 Apr / K.ioi Phong / A- IO. Jnttnytd 

» Apr / Kjoi Horn f UM-t. dCWOJrtdL t kilW. 1 nmi»ndod 

19 Apr f Ktrn Ph«i( L. If, nhdmJ 

« Apr Ktrn Phmf / L. anuid 

m a) ra> Nmli/ I'll- HI. «*. — .1 

Ji« t *n V,nh CH-IT, ito*n»cd. S kdlcd 

2>Jmi/Ta> N-mh t ll lll.iytui.m~wl 

The concentration of firings and cuoccttTut ai- 
lacls iii Hinh Long Province reflecied ihc iiitr*miiy 



of the VNAF air supfK'irt provided during iIjl- cffint 
to relieve the siege of Tong Le Chon. The rather 
low ratio of successful firings— slightly better Ihan 
one out of three— wils mtichuiahlc in Large degree to 
elTeclivc counictincavures adopted by the VNAF, 
As the SA-7 was fired, it had a diMmti ivc Hash 
which could often be seen front the air. followed t>y 
a charoclcrtslic smoke and vapor trail. With attack 
aircraft flying tn pairs, one or Ihe other or the pilots 
might ice [he rmsMle coming And take or direct 
evasive action. Htgh-eDErgy flan^ w»-rc M»nu-tiinc.-s 
lossed out or mechanically ejected, frequciitl} cam- 
in f : ihc missile's heat-seeker to lock on and irack the 
flare and tuirsi a harmless distance from the plane. 
Hclicopier ere** were also alert to watch for mis- 
siles, and in order to reduce infrared emissions* UM- 
I helicopters were modified. The hot-spot on ihe 
fuselage below the main rotor was shielded and the 
exhaust diverted upwards by means or an el Inns 
.ii Lulu-, I in ihc tailpipe. Hut regardless of these 
moderately effective measures, the result of this 
contest between air and ground was. an environment 
i rut forced recniinaivHincc jud attack aircraft above 
iipiiroum operating alltludes and virtually eliminated 
the employment of large helicopter formations. 

Ai the NVA wu preparing for Ihe assault on 
Trung Nghia tu Koniuni, as NVA regiments were 
making their futile hut Moody attempt* to continue 
Ihe altock out of Cambodia into Hang Ngu. and as 
the nng was being drawn ever mure ti^hth around 
tiing 1a- Chon, ihe diplomats were meeting again in 
Pam ro as.v;n once more ihe desire i.d .ill rsif^ic^ for 
a real Cxa^e-fife and a lasting p* 1 .^ m Vietnam, The 
communique thai issued from the conference 
marked the beginning or a period which in Saigon 
wu called "Cease-fire II." 

Note on Snurces 

Statistical illformalion tut cease -firt- violations was 
principally derived from D.\f > Sjicoh r^uarici K 
Assessments^ March and June P 1973. The RVNAF/ 
JGS rvporl* on tins subject were 1he primary source 
uhciI h\ DAO in publishing Ms Quarterly Asscss- 
mcfits The general situation prevailing in t 11^ «hiii 
try during thts period Was desclihed wilh reference 
lo Dl A, DAO, Saigon, U.S. Embassy and J2/JGS 
rcportv siudies. and assessments Particularly help- 
ful tn this fefjird were the contributions of Gen, 
Phan Diith Nitm, conimander of ihe ARVN 22d 
Infantry Division, who filled in many blanks and 
corrected some erroneous data concerning the ar> 
usiiies ami dcph^mcnl of his disisioit and other 
forces Ln ihc highlands and in Binh Dinh 
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Cease- Fire II in MR 
1 and 2 

Junc-Aujtusl 

The third Indnchina war reached a milestone of 
sorts on 13 June 1 97J when (he four parties to 1he 
internal ajireensi-nl (.:■■! Iri'i'lhc-r in Pan* and issued a 
eomm unique Lulling, upon themselves to ohvn e Ihi,- 
ft# OVisiOrti of I lie 2H January lir-:' \ he CCmmu- 

nnjue was followed by a decline in combat activity 
that reached I he lowest level since ihe hnel hi.nl us 
following ihe lAMH.K;H campaign hul this |uuw 
wu also temporary. The United Suits then shored 
up its commitment to Vietnam by aaaigninjt one of 
its toughest, most experienced diplomats, Graham 
Martin, to be Ambassador in Saigon Mcaiuvhilc. 
mcmbm t>f the Canadian delegation to ihe ICCS 
bc^an making preparations to leave Vietnam, 
having announced on 24 May thai they had come to 
supervise a cease-fire bui iirvicad \wn.- ubvvrs a 
war The Canadians had llad no illusions concerning 

the feasibility of their task. They gave it the he*t 
they could, enduring considerable hardship and 
dangers, and suffering casualties in the bargain, 

Dr, Kissinger held a pros conference m Tans m 
which he released (he text of the i< miic communique 
to like effect at noon on 15 June. His questioners 
were justifiably skeptical, and Dr. Kissinger bandy 
concealed hi* own doubts-: 

Whit HfiKxl lodiy n tn unpliiWiiiiisn <nJ * LOrfiuiCwIjiitiii «if 
the •infiul i^rrtmrnl ll n ncH ■ mw ifreemeM . it n, w 
fa>ipr ifcu h> wtm h** hf<rn 4"<*t tiiday ■ «piincwt Mcp hu tan 
uLrti in ihr ^imnhiljtMin n|" prate oi Vtrtnjm wd Imkvairu 

thf nrtHTJ ...I hnU.lmu HrpU-lr uilh | [PTrTUCWl* ind jwnt 

JeelirjtKHU. I jib bui ihw em*ie.K iu (Nrtcivl ui >vw (hat ihr 
bktt Cad of having ip.«in ijr«d u» Lvrum Muidi in iinclf 
■■wialin noee. hit t will tlm u.y itul unce all puim kivr 
t*Lirk?tl vi kthmjJv for the past lhr« weeks, we hjve every 
hupr ilui i hey will maletr 1hn effort with perfonunce ind 
itHrrtl'Lire- ihrrr » fmh hiijic. nmS «t tWpc ■ mrw tfnnL m die 
imjilfmeniiiion of rtve a^re-emem, uhuh in iisctr it mrnilJiiMti 
liVpailiiinil itT litiii- fl v !f.uM. Pul\ si. t""*. |i *n| 

The communique would have no lasling cffeci 
because it had no ptisv er of enforcement behind il, It 
contained no requirement thai North Vietnam ahum- 



don its fundamental objective; neither did it promts* 
santllOns at;jmsl aus parly tlial v hi>vf Co ignore Its 
provisions. Perhaps, viewed Tram Saigon, n pro- 
vided some teftstm to hope thai South Vicinani 
c-4>u|d uttunt on cn»ujih U S support to continue the 
defense of ihe eutmi t y. 

There was naturally high interest in Saignm abuui 
what effect the communique would have on the 
level of LOmbal. l : or the rt-pirtin^ i>rfr»-i.". of Ihe 
Defense Attache OfTice, notably lite Opcranops tie 
vision, ]j June marked the beginning of a new 
rcptiriutp ptTiisl "Oast- lire tt." Bused on stiiisncs 
LidleLted from S<iulh Vietriatn'v JCiS anil rfjxuti'd 
as indicators of combat activity, sonic mttaint was 
tmposcd by both sides during the first week of 
■Ctaac fire II. TaWe 4 illuilrolct general dechnea in 
activity, cninpafing tile period from 111 June to noiin 
on the lath {only 5> 1/3 dayi) with ihe pcrmd frorn 
nism on the I Jtb through 1 he 2 1st. 

I'iftcen instances of increased activity, indicated 
hy asterisks, occurred in Ihe period following 
Cea-se-fire II t.mle significance can be attached h> 
any at ihcue inaianecv e*tept to m-.ii Hut Military 
Rcgiim I repneted a sharp increase in "incoming 
ajtillery" and all regKiiw cscepi Miliiaiy Kt-tion $ 
reported an increase in "friendly killed-in-aclion." 
There was an abrupt decline in R VNAF offensive 
indicators in MR 3: "Artillery rounds fired" were 
down from and there were no 

"VNAF tonic* fltNwn, ' cmn paced to 23* the pre 

cedtlly i^eriod t .'eaMr-fltc It appeared to have ihe 
least effect, on both sides, in Military Region 4. 
Changes were small in most categories. 

Earfy Assessments 

The military intelligence community in Vietnam 
collected considerable information about an enemy 
buildup hul few signs that a major offensive was 
imminent. Inslcad. il Was faced with contrary, or nl 
least ambivalent, daia emphasizing the so-called po. 
litica] struggle and claiming adherence to ihe cease- 
fire. Al Ihe end of July, the Intelligence Branch of 
DAO noted that construction on Ihe NVA's new 
loirtsiical corridor inside South Vietnam. Route 14, 
was coniiaujng, thai the pipeline wa» Hemg ca- 
tended, and that ammuniiiori slupinetns into South 
Vietnam were al ,i high level. Bui iIicm: prcpai.tinniH 
imtwithstandingu no nesv offensive was seen in the 
offing. The RVNAF J2 had independently reached 
similar concliLsKHiSi in a Mudy showing cnnstdcnibk 
understanding of the situaiinn and of enemy capa* 
bilities and intentions. 

About a month and a h^tf before Cea-se-iire II, the 
President of Souih Vienum, Nguyen Van Tlntu. 
discussed his personal esiiinate with ihe cahinei 
The gist of his rcmnrls. which reached the Ameri- 
can Embassy, corrrsnimdi'd to Ihe view held iherc 
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that ihiL- Communists were mil likely Hi attack in 
strength during 1973. Thicu said thai the Conunu- 
nnts would enjoy 1he bnl advantage if I hey would 
wail until near the end of President Niaim's term lo 
launch Ihdr offensive. He believed they would not 
move sooner realizing that Prcsidcm Nixon would 
uiUtvchc in ihc defense of South Vietnam. 

The irony of what President Thicu said would 
not become apparent for many months. He could 
not hive known thai two day* later Ninon would 
"accept full responsibility" for the Watergate aflair 

and dismiss his fnui closest polUn.-»l *dvi*Cf», Nei- 
ther Could he have predicted that XiMin w<iuld 
k-.i'n- itfficc 15 months later. The Communists also 
were undoubtedly surprised by the political turmoil 
in Wilmington and would not be quite ready by Ihc 
lure cif Nimiu'i departure m August 1974 to begin 
Ilk - lm.il l 1 r i v l- In tlie summer nl IslTl, jlnmnl every- 
• 'ik' nn lhe secne — Communists, South Vietnamese, 
and Americans — could agree on three things- the 
Communists were not ready for a new offensive; 
ihey »ere incapable or resuming guerrilla vsarf.ite, 
and the nature mid tempo or military activity in 
wjpfKirr of the political druggie would remain about 
ihc same for the balance of the year- In fact, some 
analysts «efe extending tlicir predictions of relative 
quiescence well into 1974. 

Communist resolutions and military directives cir- 
lii latin g aiming troop* in South Vietnam In the 
summer of 1973 feiiefaicd and expanded the general 
guidance or COSVX Resolutions 2 arul As cor' 
roboratrd by Ihc interrogation of rallied, these due- 
umcnti seemed lo direct a holding action in the 
South while the firmed forces were reconstituted 
ami Mrcngihcned They admitted to a present inabil- 
ity to pursue successfully a large-scale offensive, but 
c» pressed confidence and pride in the preparations 
under way — the system of roods, pipelines, airfields, 
and refurbished main forces — that would olfer ihcm 
ibis option in the near future Although their pmpa- 
gandn earned no hint, by late summer the Commu- 
nists had abandoned the illuunn that there could 
ever he ,i political sclllcmcnl, nr u in pan i If council, 
or an election that would serve their purposes^. The 
summer of IQ7J found the Communist leaders lnp as 
well M the common vikhers badly demoralized 
I'eucc had not tome as promised, the battlefields 
were Mill sl-iv dangerous, and the KW\I wen 1 
showing sifL-ngih heal K s-sery vvhcir. Although tin- 
!vnilh \'ieirs;niit-*e knew lhe L' S. Cong rest had 
voted that American bombing in Cambodia would 
snip imi 1* August, they nlso heard Hresidenl Ninon 
say Hut on the day the last L S Nimh Ml in 
Indochina he would "work with lhe l ong revs in 
order lo lake appropriate actum if North Vietnam 
mounts an offensive which jeopardizes stability in 
Indoehiim and threatens to overturn the settlements 
reached after mi much sacnfVce by so mans fur so 



long." I lit" Souib Vietnamese, however. couM not 
know that Nixon's viec -president would tv limed 
to resign in disgrace within two months, thai Nixon 
raid already lost all his ability lo work wuh the 
Congress concerning Vietnam, iind that he would 
he OU1 of office himself h it lull a year. 

On 4 July 1*73 the enemy's South Vietnam Liber- 
al urn Army issued a directive for the conduct of the 
struggle in the second hall nf lhe year Signed by 
Maj Gen Tran Do, the army's Deputy Political 
Officer, il was essentially an enhortalion to bolster 
^"RK in S Gun-ale among the cadre- The cadre was 

livid rli.il j great ad vantage had been won through 

the terms of the cease-fire but that elTons must be 
recti luhtcd, particularly in proselyting, if final victo- 
ry was to he gasped I uM her mure, all cadre would 
have to work hiuard mmlcrni/aiioti of [he Liber- 
ation Army and correct such tendencies as "paci- 
frsiru nghtism and passivism " Locul military units 
would be strengthened and their enrnhat efficiency 
improved Another order. COSVN Directive s>34. 
turned up in Long An Province in August Dated 
the 7th rt recognised the "new opportunities" af- 
forded by the joint einnmuniLjuc of I J June. The 
L imed States, according to COSVN, had been 
forced lo abandon its previous policies with regard 
to Vietnam and would probably not intervene ngrun 

militarily. Meanwhile, lhe t.itwralMin Purees would 
eonsohdaic and rebuild and encircle South Vict- 
iiamese controlled arras. These resolutions followed 
on the heels erf To Jluu's visit in May during which 

COSVX's propaganda ami framing endte was 

roundly criticized fur inelficicncy in carrying out its 
ideological and educuttonal responsibilities Thus, 
following a temporary ckiwrnuro in activity, a ncss 
phaae of combat w is about to In- em 



trunii NchLn 

When lhe AttVN 44th Regiment. 23d Division. 
w:is driven out of I rung N.ehia by a tank inl;mi rs 
assault on (< June l')"J. ihc Smith \'ie I naniesc imnic- 
diiilely Ihed lo retake the position. Casualties 
mounted nn biith sides as successive attempts failed 
to dislodge the deeply inlrenehed enemy, who en- 
joyed lhe advaalage or observation from tltc heights 
of Ngoc Day Mountain, In early July> the 44th 
gained a tew meters and dug in on lhe eastern edge 
of the village of Ngoc Bay but could rmive imi 
farther, despite the employment of massive artillery 
preparations and air strikes, (Map 9) 

Stalled in ihc attempt to lake Trung Nghia by 
frontal assauh, General Toan determined that an 
approach from the south against the positions at Plei 
Djo Drap, directly across the Dak Bla River from 
I rung Nghla. would stoke tile defenses in lhe flank 
and force a withdrawal He therefore directed the 
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23d t>jvi«(Mi. reinforced with rangers, lo attack 
north front the ha.se Jt Plfi Slrong. 

The soulhwctl monsoon, in full force o\cr ihc 
western highlands of P leikti and Kontum Provinces 
ici early Aul'.ijsI, .illnwcil I hi' \VA lo nuiii'iivi .- n: 
dayltglll since aerial hKiuIiit wit spoils- and 
artillery and nir strikes consequently much lea* ef- 
fective. Pitt Mrong ind its cimp, Lulled Ly That 
Lei by the ARVN, was stunted on Provincial 
Route touch (*f 1 he YnM falls of the Krong Uolah 

and [lit' enpniy ciHtccnCral ion . s r -. 1 1 Plei Moiiimn 

The ARVN iBflVe north Caused actiMly lit pick up 
during the week of 4-I0 Augusi when the NV'A 
HKlh Rccoihuissjivlc- Sapper Battalion of Ihe A3 
Promt launched seven separate attempts lo take the 
camp. supported by ^J-mm and liQ-mm. gunfire 
ARVN Ranger units in ihc field mrrlh and wulli i>l 
ihe camp also cattle under attack. A few day* lalcf a 

h;ti i n I ion of the 9SB Regiment, 10th NVA Division, 
hit I be A RVN 21d Ranger Border Defense Battal- 
ion a1 l>oi Ba Cham, just north of Plei Mrong. hu1 
wtl repelled, lenvinp ISO dead on (he battlefield 

Ml-JIIUIhIc. tliL ARVN JSlh RcglllkLlll, 23d l>IM 

sion. jdvancing »n tltL- Plei Moisten area n> the 
Krorig Bolnh River, encountered other element* of 
the **SU Regiment Combat with the f53 continued 
ihroujihimc ilic month m tin? Plei Mrong sector, and 

il-. losses were substantial, jvohahly iu rimny OS 200 
iUi\ despite llic*-e losses, llit- 45R wji tucceuful in 
preventing the ARVN from closing on the Dak Bla 
River. 

The NVA wm nevertheless suffering from 1he 
bombardment jut Trung Nghia. Damage to the NVA 
MB Regiment was so severe iliai it was withdrawn 
to the Dak To area for recuperation and replaced by 
elements, of l he 66th and 2Sth Regiments. tOlh Divi- 
sion. The JSlh. recently strengthened by replace- 
ments fniin ihe North, untie up the defame of Trung 
Nghia while the With held Plci Djo 11 rap lAl I his 
time it become apparent thai live 24B Regiment was 
aHtiched to I he 10th Division, while the 95B. ihc 
Ihird regimenl of the lOih taking ils direclion 
Irnm IU Front.) Meanwhile. South Vietnam's tired 
-Wlh Regiment ssas replaced in tlu- attack hylhe-<2d 
Regiment of llie 2M Division, flown, to Koiilum in 
CI 30s. from Binh Dinh Province This fresh regi 
men I, and a small but importam change in tactics, 
made the difference Rather than engage in large 
infantry nutaulii. the 42d methodically eliminated 
enemj bunker*, one by one, u*mg p1atc*in-wied 
assaults supporied by ill .mm. mortars firing de- 
layed-fu/e rounds which Mew away overhead cover 
and killed or exposed 1he occupants. Prisoners of 
war later attested lo the effectiveness of this tech- 
nique, particularly die use of delayed fuf es. 

On I September W3. the 42d Regiment began 
the final assault on Trung Nghia, advancing cau- 
tiously to find (hot except for a fesv isolated riflemen 



the enemy had withdrawn The 2fl1h NVA Regi- 
ment, depleted by casualties and in.il-.kria. limped 
north along ihc Poko River, Some of its- wounded, 
left behind mid captured, reseated thai forces de< 
fending Trung Nghia had suffered los.se* of 30 per- 
eent on the whole, and that in sonve units with 
considerable sickness, citsualty rates were as high as 
Ml percent t>n the other hand, the 42d's casutthies 
svere lighi. Furihrrniore, ihe ARVN replacement 
system was working well and in mid-September tin- 
two divisions, the 22d and the 2 3d, were at alxmi <*J 
and S5 percent strength, respectively. 

While the -ilcl Regimen | entered Trunji Nthu. 
tile S3d Regiment, 23d ARVN Division, advanced 
along the south bank of the Da.lt Bla River and 
occupied Plci Djo Draft, vacated b\ ihc withdraw 
nig 66|h NVA Regiment, which crossed the river la 
recuperate- Trimg Nghia wus cleared i>r I enemy 
by 7 September, .mil iru' A2d entered Polei Krong 
on t Lie Huh During ihc resi itf tlie nuuiih mopping. 
up opera I ions cleared enemy remnants from the 
slopes of Ngoc Bay Mountain, while skirmishing 
between the ARVN Rangers and elements or the 
NVA 95 H continued around Plei Mrong. Bui as Ihe 
aucces* of the *2d Regiment transformed gloom and 
fiusiraEimi intt» euphoria at South Vietnam's II 
Corps headquarters, a majin blow fell on Plei Djer. 
eng. 

Pls-i l>jrrei»jf-| J e Minh 

One of ihc few imjvdinicjiis r>> ihc steady firojct- 
tion iif i h-e NVA'" liigistical <.< ■.<'■: • i: 
length of the western highlands of South Vietnam 
was mi ARVN camp at rid Djcreng, called Le 
Minll, marulL-d by I lie K(Hh Ranger Ikirdcr Defense 
liatulioii. The position, situated astride Route bl3 
nnd blocking free movemem from ComniiifttU-eoo- 
trolled Plei Trap Valley into the NVA logistical 
haw iii !1iic Co and east lo Plcifcu, was an obvious 
enemy objective. (Mop v) 

There was ample warning of an impending attack 
-s m.oK-r wtgeani front .ui NV r A reconnaisoance 
company turned himself in to Thanh An District. 
I'Viku, im Ifi Seplcmbcr and said that the NVA 
2bth Regiment of the B3j Front would aiiack Plci 
Djereng before the end of September. Considerable 
reliance was attached to the master sergeant's report 
because his knowledge of the 26th Regiment's order 
of battle confirmed other information previously 
collected. 

Armed with this intelligence, the battalion com' 
rounder m Le Minh inlenstfted his security oper- 
ations around Che camp, On 21 September, only one 
ciHiipans iiLsidi- tin liimp perimeter r.ogftllLl 

with several families bclonjiiiig tt* the batlahon; ihc 
other two were patrolling outside the wire, al- 
though they did not range far from the camp. About 
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noon the 26Ch NVA Regimeni began an muull 
employing a heavy artillery bombardment including 
122-mm i*nd 1-W.mm pmn, nrioriars, and roc Vet* 
and accompanied by T-54 tank*. Aj the battle raged 
through the *l\rmnctii r radio contact with the cimp 
wn lost, utd I he bwulion commander wu morally 
wounded K.nn ami poor \isihtlily pre vented 
VNAF support Mi> reinforcement was H templed 

by the COCP* commander, all hough I WO lea ITU of 

Loi Ho Ranger* (long range reconnaissance patrols) 
were moved by helicopter* into the ballle area to 
reeMabluh communications and m tempt to rally the 
.,! rii iLilt-f % In the face of overwhelming NVA 
strength, 1 1n v mission Jl.k.1 no chanLC of success. The 
Krmgers reported, seeing 6T-54 tank*, while VNAF 
pilous after the attack counted 10 and destroyed .1 
But (hit w» two day* later; rain and poor visibility 
prevented the VNAF from providing lupport 
during the attack or 29J men kn the Khh Ranger 
Border Defense Battalion when I he bill tie began. 
200 were lulled m captured rn ltd* short* violent 
action, 

Until the attack on Le Minh. the corps comm.ind- 
er. Maj Geo. Nguyen Van Toan r had enjoyed t> 
deprived rcputalinn as J fnricfuJ. if IhH brilliant, 
field L-uiniiLaiider. President Ttucu, visiting Pleiku 
mi ] (h.iohcr along vuih Chief of the Joint General 
Staff, General Cao Van Vien,. to commemorate the 
Ibth anniversary of II Corps, liurshly rebuked Gen- 
eral Toan fur not reacting to the advance warning 
of the attack and taking steps to reinforce or at kaM 
provide ,n£e.jM,iti," drollery support to (he defender* 
For General Toan, who wmc observer* fell would 
be awarded hi* third Mar On the occasion of the 
President's visit, Ilu- reprimand wjs ndivd .i shal 
trring experience. Although t iun would eventually 
become a lieutenant general and was 10 employ hi* 
forces wiih considerable skill during his remaining 
lime in command, of Tar greater significance thin 
I he blow to his ego was tike possibility that his lapse 
at Le Minh (as viewed by President Thieu), may 
have Marled a decline of confidence in his ability 
l H»t culminated in hr* relief 1 1 months later- 

In any event. Toan seemed to recover rapidly and 
immediately proixcscd a plan to retake Lc Mmli. Hit 
subsequent actions revealed, however, I tut he wu 
levt in ic rested in Le Minh than in destroying the 
NVA J20th Division President Thieu had directed 
Hun in use whatever mean* necessary to prevent ihe 
enfmj lr.<m connrnt rating and nenously threatening 
Scfuih Vietnamese force* of territory in Mditwy 
Region 1 Grneral I than, mlh mmc justification, 
considered the mher NVA division in the high land s, 
the 10th, to l-c less ihan a major menace, having 
recently experienced heavy casualties in Ihe fighting 
around Trung Nghia. He Therefore decided lo con- 
cent rale on Ihe 3J0th, which he believed would be 



capable of major offensive operations by early l??4, 
if Mrt crippled m the meantime- 

Hb plan, which he began implementing in nud- 
Oclober, involved building and occupying strong 
points along Provincial Route/ 5W from Pleiku west 
io l e Mmh as bait lo entice the 320th into concert- 
1 rating in the open terrain where Toan could de- 
stroy iti battalions with air and artillery. He built 
another strong position where a road used by the 
NVA in in ltase Area 701 crossed Provincial Route 
nC about in kilometer unit It of and within anillery- 
supportiog range of Plei Me. The position was in 
relatively open, rolling brush land, and General 
Toan, whose background was armor, maimed it 
with a 'lask [orce ninsislin^ nl j bjitlnlinn r»l >t J 14 
tanks, a reconnaissance squadron, a four-gun battery 
of ISS-mm howitzen, and a regional force baital- 
ion. hoping that the 320th would accept the chal- 
lenge to its line of communication Instead, howev- 
er, the 320th kept the pressure on Tiunh An Dn- 
tricl, ulonj; Highway and against the ARVN 
niiiposis wc*i of Plmku alon^j Provincial Route 5<f? 
Attaeks by fire were frequent and heavy, but 
throughout Ihe summer little ground changed handt 
and the 320th Division was never seriously hun. 
ifchind the screen of the 320th. the NVA 4^lth 

1 OgtMltal Gronp nuivvil in from Cambodij and ^rl 
Dp it* headquarter* rn Due Cr>. 

By early October, General Toan directed thai 
operations in Btnh Dinh be turned over lo the 
province chief and that only one rcgimciiL of the 
2 2d Division, ihe 40th. remain in the coastal prov- 
ince. The fighting commander of the 22d. ling 
Gen, Phan Dinh Ntem, who had been wounded 
more i tun a dtwen times in Ins kmg career in hat tie, 
had moved Ins euimnand In I'lr.illh Vti E>iOrkl. 
Pleiku His 47th Regiment was wesi of Pleiku wilh 
ihe 2 1st Ranger Group advancing in ihe direction of 
Plei Djereng on Provincial Route 50°. In mid- 
fKtohcr ihe 40ih was airlifted into Plcifcu and av 
signed io operate weal of Pleiku. generally along 
Provincial Route 565. The 41st Regiment, with Ihe 
21st Tank Regiment, was moving on Highway 1° 
toward Thanh Giao. the 42d Regimen i, folio wing 
it* victory Bl l run.|( N'ghu. was in reserve. 

The 23d Division was still responsible Tor open 

.ill"lls Hi Konium IV.-vum- .iln.l hid iK 44:li Rcgl- 

menl. supported by lerrilorials, securmg the north- 
weMcm ■pprmclu's tr> Ihn- eily, wink' the 4S|ti and 
*Ad ftejiiirienls ntic closing in mi Hill ■! - \s e^5 of 
Kirtiium Ciij, the last major lodgment of the enemy 
east of the Krong Bolah River. The 22d Ranger 
Group al the same lime was advancing on Hilt 72? 
from I'lei Wrung llius, while ihe victory al I rung 
Nghia had fesluicd sonic relative stability to tile 
sector northwest of Konium and had reduced the 
threat to the ARVN artillery, logistical and air bases 
around the city, Ihe situation in western Pleiku 
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Province »u far from seiilcd. 1'lcilu Airb JM ; jihJ 
artillery fire base* in (he province had tx-en rocket- 
ed, iind <hc 320th Division was responding to Gen- 
eral loan's extension of ou.tpi>sls along I'ruMlltrijI 

Route JOT hy moving out from its Plci Djereng bate 
lo attempt to fore? (heir contraction. To exploit i hi% 
perceived opportunity to pul the 3J0th out of 
actum. Genera] Trnnn had I he entire 22d Division 
airlifted hy VNAF Ct JU'% 10 Heiku. 

While dements of the 48th Regiment. J 20th Di«, 
sion, harassed the AKVN advanced ohm at Plei 
Blong 3, rear PJciku. the 2i On of the ARVN 40th 
Regiment fought a fierce engagement wuh an 
tncmj haitahon. happened by five T-S4 tanks, 
southwest cif I'tei Wong 3 on the afternoon of 
October. Losses were heavy im both side*. Al- 
though ruber bliK-J_\ skirmishes followed, rone pre- 
sented General Toan with the opportunities for 
even gradual attrition *udi a* he enjoyed at Trung 
Nghia against (he NV'A IGth Division. In western 
Pk'ikti Province. Ihe .l^Oih had nnim for maneuver 
tad was not committed to defend a mum 1 1 piece id" 
terrain as the 10th was al Trung Nghia The dcei- 
sion in g IV e up the oflinsivc and pull back to 
defensible positions in a shallow strip we»t of Pletku 
■a.i^ however. 1'iuced upon Gi-iK-r.il loan In I he 
turn of events m (Juang Due. 

Qtatajt 1 im: 

•Juan^ 1>^l, ihc iniiunUin province where Vicl- 
tuun bend* westward and the Annamite Range 
begin* to slope down to I he terrace of the Dong 
Nai- was important commercially for its vast limber 
resource* and milLULfdy. for both sides, because of 
i tic lines of communication ihai passed through n 
After the NV'A had closed surface travel from 
Saigon to Phuoc Long by the direct route through 
Utnh Duong, the only land access available in I he 
Soulh V ie I namese was via H.in Mr tluuM .,nd 
Quang Due. A* far as the NV'A was concerned, 
Quang Due was pivotal to the estensiem of iix Route 
14 out of MiHtdol K.th Province, Cambodia, and 
llarl.ic Province. South Vietnam 

Hecauac South Vietnamese force* controlled 
Highway 14 as far muih and svest from Han Me 
Thuoi as iht- T u\ Due crossroads the NV'A * new 
R.Mjr,.- N had :o ihrough Cambodia and reenter 
South Vietnam in ihil salient of Hondol Kin Prov- 
ince that juis mto Qiung Due near a place called Uu 
Prang. The rile of HI abandoned VS. Army Special 
Forces camp, Bu Prang and its short runway 
perched atop a high, forested ridge astride National 
llighsut M near fus Due crossroads .n ih.- t 'am- 
boduw border. Before reaching the Phuoc Long 
border of South Vietnam's Military Rcgu>n 3, U\c.h 
^.n I -J w as joined at the tittle hill lown of kic-n 
Due by Local Route 344, coming over from the 



Qu-.r,^ | )ik f'r.Hma- capHal of Ohia Nghia. This 
fewd junction was vital bccauM- lhuii^iI rr^n idcd 
an alternate route Trotn Ban Me Thuot— through 
Dak Song and tibia Nghiaon Provincial Route MM 
Important as wcjl was the road junction al Dak 
i-ng. when IVmncul Route flJJ left Highway 14. 
(Map UH 

Llittil mid-May 1973 when the NV'A"\ projeeitoii 
i- n- ik-w line ■ I cominuhiLaiion reaelicd Uu Piaii|i 
and while the South Vietnam's accevi to Phuoc 
Long through tjyang Due remained unlhrealened, 
neither ude paid much atlcntinn to Otumg Due. 
AKVN cutjirieers wru- \uirking im local n«dl., 
prinmril) to improve access io the timber preserve* 
in I he norlhcaH section or the province, and tlic 
only enemy uctivity of any note was mining to 
harass and delay I his project. Only three regional 
force ImiijIilhis were (ucated in the province. They 

Merc supported hy six lt)5.jtim hnwit/cr plalikins 
(12 guns), which had no occasion tit fire stnee the 
cease-fire. Additionally, 27 popular force pJutiKin* 
were scattered about the province These lerrilnrials 
were nearly all Montagnardsv and the province pop- 
ulation was AO percent tribal. 

Around I he beginning of May, a regional fotce 
patrol. n»ovmg out from lonely owlpoM near Bu 

!'-.i>-.- rnaili 1 fi'iihul ssilti mi NV'A n-vaniijisviiiee 

patty and killed four. The rest of May and June 
were quiet until enemy harassment of the RF pari' 
lions around Bu Prang began in early July, evident- 
ly in response lo 1he unusually aggrcfftvc patrolling 
ordered by Col. Nguyen llau Thien. (Juang Due's 
province chief Mnrtar attacks, accompanied hy 
sonic light infantry pTLifcc*, continued through July. 
js did RF forays into the "old" Bu Prang position* 
on the border west of the Tuy Due crossroads. In 
the lust week of August. Colonel Thien tried a 
reconnaissance m force with two RK battalions, 
Both met heavy resistance short of their objective* 
on the border and returned to camp. This ineonelu^ 
sive skirmishing took on an ominous noic in early 
September when the first evidence appeared disclos- 
ing that COSVN had tent two battalions of its 271st 
Regiment from southwest of Tiy Ninh City up lo 
Quang Due I he prcst-rtee iti an NV'A main force 
regiment was a new and dangcrc^us development in 
Quang Due. Colonel Thien asked for rctnfnrcemcm 
and was. given an RF battalion from Darlac Prov- 
ince. He complained about thi- pivnr performance or 
the Darin* ruiialmn, and General Toan agreed lo 
replace il Willi another tantalum (turn Khanli Hew 
This gave Colonel Thien a force of four RF battal- 
ions, I wo of hii own Quang Due battalions and Iwo 
from Khjuih Hon. Ke located the entire force at the 
mutually supporting bases of Bu Pranj; and Bu 
Bong, each with a platoon of [OS-mm. hnwitjers 
Tlie NV'A 27 1 si Independent Regiment had been 
roughly handled by ihe A P. V N ami \ NAF m the 
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early months of I97J in rrurah and ricclands along 
the Vim Co Dong River and the Cambodian border 
■n Him Nghta Provuicc and southern Taj Ninh. 
COSVN had pulled it back lo Cambodia in April 
for reorganization and recuperation Afterward* the 
regimental headquarters and two of iu battalions, 
ihc Mth and 9ih, wck trucked to Bu Dop in nonb- 
crn Phuoc Long Province, while the other, I he 7th, 
was wnl lo operate under long An Province au- 
thority. (When the 27 Hi Regiment was committed 
lo battle in IJuane, Due. il had lluee hallaluwi*! the 
third evidently an infantry batiiiJiuii from ihc 
Ta> Nitih-Svay Ricng Military Region (C-5QX prob- 
ably attached lo the 27 1st during 1he reorganisation 
phase in April,) living Uu lion, the - "1m marched 
1 hi ■ mlj.-Ii ltu Ciia Map jml .111 1 '. 11J northwest of Elu 
Prang 111 late August, ready lo assiM iti the defense 
of the nn line of communication and lo deny the 
ARVN uv of Highway 14 in the border region. 
Succewnc attempts hy the Uuang Due territorials 
(ailed lo gam any ground wcsl of ihc Toy DttC 
crossroad*, aa the ttaA of Quang Due Province 
remained relatively quiet. 

Meanwhile, NVA preparnlions for the Quang 
r>UL- campaign continued A 1,isk lorn' hc.idipii! 
ters, designated (iml MS, ^sas eslahhshcd at llu Dop 
in Phu<n.- Long Pros iikcc. and tile NVA 205-lh Iftde 

pendehi Regiment was assembled there for ntove- 
menl lo (Juang Due, The 205 th had been operiiiing 
since ihc cease-fire in South Vietnam"* Military 
Region i. and hefnre moving lo Hu Dop il had been 
in northern Binh Duong Province cast of ihc Mi- 
chchn plantation Three more maneuver elements 
joined 1 hr task force at fiu Dop before il* cnrnrx'Hj- 
lio« Was complete: ibc J 29lh Sapper Regiment, the 
44lh Reconnaissance Battalion, and a lank battalion 
{probably the 20(h) from Ihe COSVN 26lh Armor 
Group. Artillery support wan provided by ihe 208th 
AtiiILtv Regiment, (r9th Group, CQ5VN. which 
had been operaling in Binh Long. Antiaircraft ami 
Irry, including 2.1-riim nutomaik l a limits, inmcd 
Ihc force as well as a detachment equipped with 
SA-7 antiaircraft missile*. 

L'nit 15 had reached division strength, but I hit 
was ml yet realized ai South Vietnam's II Corps 
headquarter* Given the meager defenses in Quanc, 
Due. il wu surprising thai the NVA leadership 
li ununited a force of ia»ch overwhelming \tre- 11k 
fuel llial il did so appeal ei I lo relT ihc inadequacy 
of NVA tactical intelligence, which had been dcrn- 
iMKtMteJ on vrscsal ivcasinnv .md a n-ijVLt foi 
RVNAF capabilities. Such a commitment also un- 
derscored the importance attached lo Ihc principal 
objective ^instruction and puitcclion of ihe hue 
of corrtmu n iea.1 ion Much later, after the major en- 
gagements were over and the Communist leadership 
eonvdered ihc ihrcal to its line of communication 

vigmriscanlly dinunished, Stmtli VkftMrnvw lltlcllU 
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gence ofTicera divcovered that continued offensive 
operations hy ihc enemy' i Quang Due task force 
were designed lo draw RVNAl : 111 Hi the province 
and keep them is.ni pied, thereby reducing the 
forces available for employment against the 113 
r'ront, Had the force* been available. General Toan 
rni^ht lui, c ai-ci mi iru -dated ihe enemj in tlsu n.'gar,l 
"I'hey Were not. however, and Quang Due security 
IijilI 10 revert to territorials and Rangers. 

By Ihc end of September 147), rcconna»unce 
and lurvcy paring from the JOSih Artdlery Regi- 
ment had sekvliil filing jsosilions and ohservatiiKi 
posts near the Tuy Due crossroads ai Bu Prang, Ru 
Bong, and Kien Due. Firing balleries moved tmo 
Quang Due hy the end of October with their *S- 
and 122-mm, field guns and I20>mm mortarv To 
insuie consistency in survey and firing, tbc only 
maps julhori/cd fur use III the Jlll^'.li Ail ill try ssvie 
1 lie 1 :5O,0OO series primed m Harun. 

The NVA 20Mh Infantry Regtmenl. wilh Ihe 
429th Sapper Regiment attached, arrived in awem- 
hl\ areas i.e.u ltu Pranp in irntl C k 1 1 i(xt, anil on 2i 
October ihe 20i$tlk Artillery began a five-day re- 
hearsal preparatory lo the attack. Meanwhile, ill? 
NVA 27lst Regiment with the 4tMh Reconnaissance 
Batlahon moved toward Dak Song 

The ^OStli Alliltcry hcyan vnflening up Ru I'ranp 

and Etu Uon^ on 30 October. Etch das 1 22- him. 
rockets, and mortar and artillery shells fell on ihe 
two camps. The camp commander kepi his four RF 
baltaltom outside the perimeter, patrolling ne.tr Ihe 
Tuy Due crossroads, and the local defense of ihc 
tun povitn»m w^ 1 - the responsibility of an RF com- 
pany, an engineer platoon, and the two platoons tjf 
artillery "I lie altaek hepan just hetore dassu 011 4 
November. I he NVA 2<JSih Regintcm, with the 
429ih Sappers and two companies of tanks and 
armored personnel carriers, overran the hadly out- 
numbered ,md outgunned i.le lenders They de- 
stroscil h^.| ARVN hov. il rcrs. Insved t lie Other IWO 
away, and outside ihe camps dispersed the fb«r RF 
haitalions. During the assault on Bu Bong, the com- 
mander of the NVA 20?i h ssj> si-rn»us|y wounded 
and had lo be evacuated. 

Ciencrat I tun responded rapidly lo ihe situation 
■n Quang Due Province, although he had avaiLahle 
only sketchy information concerning the enemy's 
strength and ^ti f« isttmns Me immi'Jt.iieli iTdered 
the ARVN 2W Division to pull the 53d Infantry out 
of western Kontum and get cl started toward Ran 
Me Thuot As ihts order Wa.s being exceutcd. a Moss 
fell on Dak Song, the camp com rolling access to 
Roulc IB« the only land access to Quang Due from 
Han Me 1 huoi Ih'. defenses ji [Ja.1, Song crumbled 
under assaulr of the NVA 27 1 si Regimen I. Clin 
NL-tiu. the province capital, wascut off. But the 53d. 
ARVN Infunlry was on the way; by it November, 
its 1st Hatiahon was approaching Dak Song 'Die 2d 
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Battalion, 5M AKVN Infantry, wb flown mlo 
Nhon Co airfield »cM of Cjia Nghia and hep^n 
moving north L>tt Highway 14 reward Bu Pfahg and 
Hu Bong. 

Meanwhile, the NV r A 205th Regiment begin ex* 
cCUlmg I he next pha« of lis orders: il turned mi 
[he defense of i he newly won positions at Bu Prang 
and Bu Bon; to another element of (he tusk force 
And began deploying south generally along High- 
I J from Hu Vr.mfi toward ihe Doan Van 
bridge South of Bu Prang it hud itk fifsl tailc of 
haltlc with ARVN icgiibts ftinri ihc 23d Di\ hum 
In the early morning of 14 November, the id Battal- 
ion, NVA 2051 h Regiment, wrilh a platoon of lank*, 
mnaekrd into the defensive perimeter of the 2d 
Battalion. Infantry. The 2d Raiialmn hekl. 
knocked nul J lunks, and captured ,J Ltim^iu'tl 
weapon! and 27 automatic rifles. The enemy left 100 
dead on Ihe field. A second attack w» repulsed 1he 
nest day with moderate losses lo the enemy, I he 3d 
Battalion. NVA JOJth Regiment, had to be with' 
drawn; only I0O effective soldiers, remained in the 

ranks 

Despite these serious tosses, the 205ih continued 
its advance south toward Kien Due, With only Ihe 
2d and 3d Bjii:i1iiiih available (the 1st was Mill 
engaged near Dak -Sonfl>. the ARVN Sid Infantry 
prepared IO defend the Kien Due road junclion. 
The NVA 205th began probing thot- defenses on 2L 
November. On Che 23d Communis! leaflets were 
found around Kien Due. signed by the Commander 
in Ch«f, National Liberation I'nint J-'orces. adsising 
RVNAF officers and nicn to slop trjmg lo retake 
Du Prang, Bu Bong, and Dak Senp mi J ihrcatciimp 
lo attack Gut Nghia wilh tanks if the South Viei- 
name« persisted fThe NVA, wilh steadily dimin- 
ishing justification. Mill believed strongly in Ihe 
pa.yfholop.iLal i in pad of I auks against Ihe AKVN) 

While ^-k if fnishm^. look place around Bu Prang, 
Dak Song, and Kien Dot, Gener.il Toan continued 
to send force* to Uuang Due The 21st Ranger 
Group and ihc 44tlt and 4$th Infantry Kcgimenl* of 
ihc 2.3d Disisioti began I heir deploymenis. In the 
highlands. Ihe 2 2d ARVN Division pulled back 
from western Pleiku in order 1o assume the defense 
i>f Konturn, vacated by the departing 23d Division. 
On 28 November, the 44th Infantry of ihc ARVN 
23d Di\ ision, with a battalion of Rangers, attacked 
into Dak Song, forcing the withdrawal of the- rein- 
forced 27 1st NVA Regiment, which pulled back 
toward Dw An. leaving blocking elements on 
Route sB. 

Its reconnaissance and preparation completed, the 
205th NVA Regiment, reinforced with the 42*th 
Suppers and supported by lank* and Ihe 208th Artil- 
lery Regiment, aiiaeked ihe Kien Due rn*d junction 
on 4 December, wounding ihe regimental c<im 
manner and forcing the elements of ihe S3d Infantry 
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lo withdraw sir, kilometers cum io Nhon Co airfield. 
Casualties were moderately heavy on both sides, the 

?od lust -JO killed. -Ill wounded, -sriil .-III missing I li<- 

205th quickly began io replace sonic of us Itmcs; 
about 100 fresh troops, lately arrived from Norih 
Vietnam. lowed Ihc regimenl Kien Due on s 
LJs-cember. 

Meanwhile, General Toan flew io Saigon m 
report on the Quang Due situation to President 
Thieu and General Vien , The President told him not 
to be concerned about l(»t oul porta, but to direct hii 
efforts io ihe destruction of the NVA forces in 
Quang Due. These instructions no doubt pleased 
General Toan That same day he ordered ihc- 23d 
Division commander to pul his command post in 
Gin Nghia and to fly his 45th Regiment to Nhon 
e n Wiibin hour* *w tM30s landed dements of Ihc 
23d Division ai Nhon Co. although the jsrfreld there 

was under iniermiHelll ai idler y and rocket altack. 

Thai night and the nejst day, the 2 1st ARVN Rang- 
ers removed 1he lust rood blocks on Roule SB south 
of Dak Song. Casualties were heavy, but the first 
CORVOy since September toon rolled into Gia Nghiu 
froin Ban Me Thuoi. 

Although the commander of ihe 53d Infautrj had 
recovered from his wound and asked for the mission 
of retaking Kien Due, Colonel Tuong, commanding 
the division, assigned ihe task lo the 45lh. This 
regiment wn frc*h. while the S3dS battalion* had 
been in nearly eonsrajti aeiion for a month. Follow- 
ing on intense and effective ariillery and air prepara- 
tion, Ihe 23d Division Reconnaissance Company 
and the 3d Battalion, J 5th Infantry, led Ihe attack 
ieim ihe in-iiL-hev bunkers, and rubble at ihe Kien 
Due nud juciuIilmi. I he NVA 205th wis fofved K> 
retire with heavy losses, its W. H.iiialu-n losi Ji'- 
percent of its strength al Kien Due, and its sapper 
company was to decimated that it was disbanded 
after Ihe battle A rattier later reported 1hat the 
2rtSih hat more i ban 200 killed and 400 wounded in 
iisQuong Due campaign. 

The 2Jd ARVN Division, using its 44th Regi- 
ment, continued effective operations during Decem- 
ber and early Januar}, pnrnnrili, in the Mil I'rnng - 
Bu Bong area, against the NVA 11 \-,'. ki-ginu-iH'^ 
forces remaining there. With ihe r< iu i e upam se- 
cured from rtiiu Me Thuot through Gia Nghia to 
Phuoc t-Ong. General Toan 's responsibilities in the 
highlands and Itmli [)inh demanded that the 23d 
leave Quang Due Province io deal wiih mnre press- 
ing threats. 

In Quang Due the NVA exploited the benefits of 
prolonged and detailed preparation and capitalized 
on its ability to concentrate overwhelming force 
againsL lightly defended utojeciivo Altliuupli, ihcse 
factors combined to produce success in ihc initial 
battles, the RVNAF. employing with particular skill 
■is newly developed capability of rapid air deploy- 
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mcrrtt, iin professional application of close air support 
and an i llcry fire, and ils experienced regular infan- 
try, won the camp#agfc The NVA wh denied the 

uv of Highway M lhroug.li (Juang Due, ill ILftC rlf 

eommunieaiions ill the border region around die 
Tuy Due crossroads remained subject to harassment 
and interdiction, and the RVNAF Mere utile In 
regain and keep control of the logistical route ■*> 

1'Ihiik: Long (jnang Due proved onee a£ain thai 
lilt! South Viel naniev.-, provided sufficient ammuni- 
tion. Tod. and maintenance support, could over- 
come (he (radii ionsJ advantages enjoyed by the 
al tucker 

Military Reghm i 

I ,,r i he NVA, ihe last half of 1^7 J won. a permd 
for rebuilding and expansion. The intense fighting in 
the B-3 Fri>nl ;ik;i, loun konlum In Quaiie. Due. 
was i he direct result of [he determination of the 
N'VA to expand its logistical system — particularly 
the Roule 14 complex— and prevent RVNAF en- 
croachment inlo base areas and lines of commurrki» 
twin. I lie level (if citinhal in Siuilli Vietnam's Mili- 
tary Region k wj-s compaYati vcty hvw, simply be 
cause (He NVA"* niMilu-rn Quang Tri and western 
highland hua and logistical routes were neither 
seriously Ihrealened nor interfered with. The North 
Vietnamese continued construction and stockpiling 
activities in full view of RVNAF positions and 
made IniL fffm! m camouflage. They did attempt 
to prevent acrijl o^sei vation ar-d photography, md 
the dcusiis ol ihcit antiaircraft defenses denied 
manned flight over sensitive areas such as Khc Sanh 
and Cam Lo. Since (he enemy required no addition- 
al terrain nr mines Ini his IngisiieaJ acliviiica, (here 
were only minor adjustment* in ihe line of *-4in1ac( 

As Cease-fire II came to MR I, General Truong. 
commanding I Corps, made some adjustments in 
defensive sectors asvgncd (0 his divisions north of 
the Hai Van l*xss. The Marine Division reUinwJ 
responsibility for the northern approach^* in Quang 
Tri Province and was given operational control of 
ills' i|s( Regiment. 1st Infantry Division, which 
replaced the Airborne Division weal of Highway I, 
t he Airborne Dis ismii was assigned (he defense of 
the Co fli-An I n Bridge ses:ii>T. while the k( Infan- 
try Division was responsible for ihe we*icni and 
southern defenses of Hue as. far sou(h as Phu Loc 
District and the Hat Van Pass, South of the Hai Van 
Pitts, the 3d Infantry Dtvr»on held Quang Nam 
Province and the northern district of QwitfJ Tig 
Province, which included the Que Son Valley. The 
2d Infantry Division was spread from the valley 
southward to cover the rest of (he region to Ihe 
boundary of liinh Dinh Province. 

flu.- Marine Division's sector was the im*l stable 
and U-jtst ;k live iii the region, if not in the enure 



country. Opposing riflemen exchanged invectives 
rnt her I han bullets The Marine DiviM hi • 1 ;ntnand- 
er, Elnje {i-en. Hui ITh* l^an, reported in early July 
dial no nlle or ar idler) tire had been directed 

against his troops since March. He said iruU hr 
ssiM>ld res|-Muid in kind to any attach against his 
positions and thai one of his largcls would be Dong 
H» city nscll, which was within range of his artil- 
lery. The Communists undmihle'dly undervNuHl tli>' 
risks associated with any signinc-anily heightened 
activity in (he Quang Tri sector. They were rebuild- 
ing Dong Ha. and its small part tn npidly becom- 
ing a major storage end transhipment point for 
military supplies. VC activity m ihe marine rear was 
all but wiped out, although fragment*, of the infra- 
structure probably still functioned clandestinely 
among Ihe 27.000 refugees settled in Hai Lang Dts. 
trict behind the from Adding lo Ihe ^iruacih >A':\k 
division and its attached fist Infantry were six RF 

battalions and U \'l companies, all from Quang Tri 
I'loSmce. Die PI- eimipanics and some of ihe RF 
oranpanics were integrated ssith niarnit- tympanies 
occupying the same pusitions ticncral l.ai; was 
quite pleased, saying that (he PF companies werc 
ihe equal of (he RF 

He altiieheil twt> of tlii' Kl' h.ittjlions lo in.iriiik' 
brigade* th the line li.. r. \t\-. \ svxrre applied vt'iJ. 
rors to defend, while two other hallalions, seitousls 
understreng! h after malaria-ridden tours in ihe west- 
ern mountains, were shifted lo coastal areas of oper- 
ations com of (Jiung I n City General Lan also had 

Mlmr armor under hi* eonl «4— ihf ISth Cavalry 
SuuaLlni-i with a ti'iKjp of liuiks and two 

iroops i>f arniLHcd in rsotmel carriers and a rein- 
forced Cismpany of M-4S tanl* Later in the year he 
was to gain control of a Ranger group, bul he had 
(o return the 31st Regiment to the I si Division west 
c»f Hue- The si a bi lit j of the main front enabled 
Cicnetal Lan In keep (hfee ballahons in reserve and 
?o rotate baitalions (o Saigon for iwo-weck pentsds 
of rest and family visits, In spite or extended lours in 
poshions fate lo face wilh ihe enems . *u- >r.ik- n ih'.- 
Marine Division wa* the hcvi m ihe armed forces. 

Mejnwbik- 1 1 it- N\ -\. ,ikn takiriL 1 . :idvjiiiaa}e of 
the cease-fire in (Ju;uic Tri. in Deccniher wnlsdrcw 
■Is ^2()H Diviskm io Thanh Hoa Province in North 
Vietnam. Fi>l lowing the XWlh and 312th Divisions, 
the J20B became i he third SIVA infantry division to 
deploy home from (he Quang In front since the 
1 "372 offensive, 

The nuisi H'nsiiive pari of ihc Hue defenses was 
the *etiur guarding ihe cnltcal An Lo Bridge, Less 
ihan I? Lilomeieis Irom ihe tmpenal City, (he An 

Lo Bridge earned Hiuhwaj t across the Son£ l»t> 
River at 1he mouth of the Song u u Valley. IMoi only 
was Ihts sector the northwestern gateway in Hue. 
but its, control by (he enemy would isolate the 
Mamie i>isisi«n. The Airbornr Division was given 



i tawJ-irs ti \it MR J and 2 



the Cask of ■!» defense, made all i he more difficult by 
'T'yphiKin Opal that hit the northern coast in Octo- 
ber Flooding in ihc Song Bo Valley forced ihe 
Airborne to (vacuarte several d efeusis i: |-« im I i< ins in 
ihc Co Bi area, and ihc Communis!* were able lo 
occupy some of ihem before Ihe paratroopers could 
reluni, Further complicating maneuver and logis- 
tic*, ihc An l-o Bridge was washed out, and all 
1 raffle had to use a one- way Bailey bridge installed 

|l> I ClHps t r HC,HH l T> 

Until the lyphortn sinie.k, the Airborne Division 
was making fair progress strengthening Ihc west 
bank, defenses of ihc Song Bo Attached to the 
division weft two RF battalions, employed as regu- 
lar infantry, a tank company, and an armored per- 
sonnel earner troop, and ihe division eotninandef. 
Bng- Ckn- l-< Quails Lu<ing, Was coiifidcnl of dieir 
ability to aLLMUhplhli their mission. The Aifbame 
Division had been rushed to Quang Tri and Thua 
Thien Provinces in May 1*72 to tum back the NVA 
advance, and it wa« proud of ill record I here Hm us 
lenses had been heavy: from its deploy men I (■. > Mill 
tary Region 1 until January 1974. nearly 2,900 air- 
borne officers and soldiers had been killed in action, 
about 12,000 had been wounded, and 300 were 
mis-sing in aclkm, For a unit whose organisation 
called for only 15.500. ihcs* l.tsse* meant that most 
uf its finest traders and fighlcrs had perished "» 
Were oul of action, and ihc ranks Were filled vsilh 
unseasoned replacements Bs l>ccciribci 1")7j r the 
traditional esprit and its accompanying high morale 
were significantly weakened under Ihe impact of 
poverty wittered by soldiers and then families- The 
quality nf r rpl :Kvrni.-ii[s dec lined, and I heir numbers 
were not sufficicni to compensate Tor battle losses 
and desertions. Nevertheless, Genera] Luong, with 
his divtsiLKt committed on a relatively narrow fronl. 
wa» able lo hokl a reserve or two hattations and 
ti: lease a icg inn: 1 it tor corps rcsL i •■ 

Although Ihe Airborne Division defenses were 
dangerously shallow south of the An Lo Bridge, Ihe 
deeper poMiioni held by ihc ARVN ls| Division to 
tlse southeast were under greater enemy pressure. A 
small trihutarv of ihe Song Bo twisted through ihe 
hills and joined the river west of Hue-, il was along 
this stream, Ihe Ngoc Ke Trai, thai the forward 
prwhiont of the ARVN 3d Infantry Regiment, lu 
Division, wore sited. In ihe first heavy action in ihc 
sector following Cease-fire II, two )d Infantry posi- 
tions west of the confluence fell to Communisl 
attack in late July. The pressure continued, and Ihe 
id Infaniry gave up four more outpost* along ihe 
Song Bo in Laic August Another series of positions 
along 1 he Ngoc Ke Trai fell In November as signs of 
deteriorating morale and weak leadership began lo 
appear in the formerly highly respected 1st Divi- 
sion Casual i ics resulting from the enemy assaults 
were light, and ihe rapid collapse of thf defenses 



could only be attributed to faltering will and unin- 
spired leadership Ac ihis time Lt Gen, Lorn t^uang 
Thi. I Corps Deputy Commanding General and 
comntander north or the Hat Van Pass,, detached n 
battalion from ihe 5 1st Infantry and relumed n lo 
ihe lit Division lo reinforce the Song Bo defenses. 

I lie Ul Division Commander, Brig. Geo. Le Van 
Than, further reinforced ihe 3d Regiment with a 
battalion of the 1st Infantry Regiment The line 
stabilized toward the end of Ihe year, bul no I until 
after General Truong had accomplished the remov- 
al of Genera] Than and replaced him with Col. 
Nguyen Vail Dtcm. Colonel Diem look command 
of ihe division on J I October but could make no 
noticeable headway in solving the division's tactical 
and morale pmHcms These were too much the 
results of conditions beyond the control of ihc com. 
■aden HO eJWended front under continuous enemy 
pressure, ihc debilitating effects of cold, wet, ty- 
phoonal weather; inadequate supply lo the forward 
infantry outposts, and the worsening economic 
straits in which the men found themselves. 

If the 3d Infantry's control of lite situation in the 
Suae Ho NgOC Ke li.n ->..\' i was unsettled and 
worrisome to the 1st Division commander, Ihe 54ih 
Infantry Regiment's hold on the southern ap- 
proaches lo Hue inspired little confidence either. 
The S4th held Mo Too Mountain and other key 
potations in the Sung Tat Twch sector. The Ta 
Trad) River, which was ihe main tributary of the 
Song Huong — the famous Perfume Riser thai flows 
through ihe heart of Hue beneath the walls of the 
ancient Citadel — formed a natural corridor inlo the 
cits Although the forward pillions wen- in con- 
tested terrain, the NVA maintained only hghl prcs- 
sutc throughout ihc last pan of 197.V 

The Mth'i seclor of responsibihly was wide, il 
emended south lo Phu Loc District and Ihe mirth- 
em cud of ihe ttai Van Pass. After ss Hiding nonh 
through the Pass, Highway I in Phu Loc paralleled 
ihe railroad along the beach, over numerous cul- 
verts and bridges. Al Phu Loc a great massif, whose 
highest peak was Bach Ma at 144* meu-rs lumbled 
dins n to end ahruplls at tin- has Itaeh Ma was an 
ideal site for fevering Thua Thien and Quang Tri 
Province from Lhc rest of ihe country. Neither side 
occupied il al cease-fire, but the ARVN soon after 
established an outpost al the summit, The NVA 
Milloticd viol, and by August |9TJ two ARVN RF 
companies faced a small enemy force less than 100 
meter* away. 

During clear weather. Bach Ma provided good 
observation of Highway I at Phu I.Oc, but as ihe 
rainy season arrived, clouds rested on the summit 
not only obscuring vision but making tesupply of 
that forces on lop virtually impossihlc by helicopter. 
Although an informal understanding had been 
readied with tlic Niirlh Vietnamese ihcy would 
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stop firing T41 VMAh" helicopters from their positions 
■ in I hi' irkiUFM.iiFi if iIil- \'NAh fighter bombers 
would stop iLiiitcking lhcir position* — Ihe weather 
closed >n by late August, and alt rcsupply hod to be 

carried up 'hp sleep mountain trad <in fool 1 1 wj\ 
no sutorisc, therefore wllcit I he RK iWk Haeh Mj 
abandoned their positions in (lie face of a relatively 
light enemy attack on 12 October. The event was 
viewed mostly •» a psychological set hack jj I Corps 
lK;i.iL|iL.nlLT', Jiij plans Eli retake 1 he position's 
were seriously considered, since Itaeh Mi* impor- 
tance as an observation post would he ml until the 
dry season returned to Thuu Thiert. Nevertheless, it* 
ton represented another small chink in South Viet- 
nam's armor, one that would go unrepaired until the 
cnA 

Given the ovrfwhelnung NVA capability for 
rapid reinforcement from the north, the thin line of 
shallow positions held by the overextended 
RVNAK and the fiircmt vulnerability of trie 
sector lii isolation from tlw.-M.mlli, it wm itol surpns- 
Mil; thill .ih altitude of glooill pervaded General 
This hr-:i Jl| t«.i r it- r-. in the inornhs following Cease* 
fire II. Nor was il surprising thai General Thi clung 
to the belief— or perhaps a hope expressed as a 
bdief— -that U.S. B~S2"> would he decisive in saving 
tjiuui^ I n and I hua Thien ui the event of an NVA 

offensive .\ftci all, massive I S .111 and naval 
|m-u:-i svas required to tufil back l lu- N\ Vs assaull 
in I "572 , And that nine die enemy Maned hclnnd his 
own goal line: this lime he wax already 011 the 
ARVN Jfl. Although having scant confidence that 
U.S. bombing; would be resumed, DAO and 
USSAG planners cooperated wiih I Corps in keep- 
ing target folders current, and direct Itaison kiiuvn 
I (.'orps and U55AG was established fi>r this pu: 
pose General B t ■ ■ luid observed 1 h-n since I he NVA 
had placed thousands <it' iinu id supplier ;hm3 equip- 
ment ill open, visible siora^r throughout northern 
Quang Tri and Western Thua Thien. the B-SH 
mm ild uipe ihern tun in M> days Hi -added, sicjiiifi 
vanity, that hn three divisions could successfully 
defend the twci northern provinces against a deter- 
mined enemy attack, hut only with U S, air support 
This assessment was shared by ihc chiefs of intelli- 
gence and operations branches, DAO. 

Cca*c- firs 1 If hegan in southern Quang Nam Pt0v> 
ihcc on an ominous noie scarcely noticed at DAO, 
or for ihaC inaltL-r at Soulh Vielnjirn'i JGS- TIk 
ARV r N "?5th Runner Bailulion received a number of 
concentrated bombardments 1x1 its positions guard- 
ing the Tbu Don Valley approach to the norlands 
south 4if Da Nang. One of Us companies was forced 
to abandon iu poaiikm jnd rejoin the hatiflhon, 
which received prompt orders from t f"orps 10 hold 
Us position. Although ihc attacks subsided, ihc> 
were an unpcrceivcd precursor to violent assaults in 
1*974, Bui ai the time, the late summer and fall of 



197.1, the NVA's 71 1th Division was the only sizea- 
ble main force element facing the ARVN 3d Divi- 
sion in Quung Nam and northern Quang Tin, mid 
the 3d, with the help of Rangers and territorial*, 
could deal with thi-v threat adequately 

Meanwhile. » ihc rice harvest was coming in 
during September and October. NVA-supported 
local Communists became active in the hamlets 
along the coast and in the larger valleys, and secu- 
rity deteriorated in the wake of bridge-minings and 
.LVxasMiuiirn\ Still, by the first anniversary of ihc 
tease-tire, Cjeneriii Nguien Duy llmh. who was 
proving to be one of the most effective division 
commanders in the RVNAF h was. so much in con- 
trol of the situation that he could keep an entire 
regtment. the 2d Infantry, in reserve, and each of 
the committed regiments, Ihe Sdth in somhrrn L >;n 
Loc and northern Due Due Districts of Quaiig 
Nam, and the 5~iih in ihc Oue Son Valley, could 
hold a battalion in reserve, lite division's fi^htiuj; 
and headquarlers positions were du^ deeply mni 
hillsides with connecting tunnels, and < i l-ml- r.i I Hinli 
Was jusllfied lh his Confidence that his division 
could protect Da NaiiLt and I lie lowbnds ajrani'. I I he 
NV'A ?Lllh. Five of South Vietnam's district seats 
of Quans; Nam, Ik>wcvct. were within range or 
NV'A l.ii.MiinL |;uns, and their security vsas *jues 
lUMiatiUr. t)i these, 1 liuon^ Din; ami Due Dm.' 
■ he most sulnprahb 

While the ARVN 3d Division comlvnIi .iv-d south 
and west of Da Nang, the ARVN 2d Division had 
the rurnndjhlc cask of securing ihe coastal piednmni 
ami pLiins from ihc IhnH f>liih hi'iiiulaiy north to 
Tarn K.y in Qiuuig Tin Province, a. distance nf 1 35 
kilometers. Fresh from its victory at Sa Huynh. ihe 
2d Division was to supporl Ihe territorials hi clear- 
ing 1 he lowlands west of Highway 1 of Ihe remnants 
or VC units By October, the division could claim 
substantial success in this mission, and the emphasis 
shifted to continuing (he pressure on local VC units 
until 1 hey withdrew into the fool hills The division's 
baiialmnv, reinforced with Rangers and temtonak. 
pushed into the piedmont n> Mock ihe enemy's 
supply line* to the coast, find ami destroy supply 
bases, deny access to the riec hifvoi, protect refu- 
gee villages, and secure Highway I jvamsi enemy 
attack. Added 10 these generalized missions was otic 
very specific requirement, imposed not only by 
orders from I Corps but compelled by the honor of 
the division: defend Sa Huynh. The 4th Infantry 
Kejiimenl was assigned 1 his nmsion, keeping 1wo 
bailalKms entrenched in Ihe hills overlooking the 
small fishing village The 4th, with one RF battalion 
attached and anotheT under the command the 
dtSlriel Chief, was responsible for security in Due 
Pho Disirici of Quang Ngai. bui its conirol ex- 
tended scarcely 3,000 meters west of High nay I 
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Tlic ?lh Inquiry Regimcm. 1\\ ARVN Division 
had mis^ons parallel to the 4lh. hut operated in ihe 
central cda*(«l dislncl of Mo Due, The 5th was 
reinforced hy Iwm Kl- ball alums, hut lis siii't'W lit 
niancuv clirie Wcvl of Highway I wits also limited, 
although vccunl\ jIiiiil; the highway was rc'akon.thh 
im.II maintained Noith nl'ljuanj; Njyii City, in Sinn 
Tilth District, the llih Ranker (imup Itad the rc- 
spnnsibifit)v hut il was probably among, ihe least 
effective units or this kind. Wtth hattalmns that 
could muMcr only 225 1o 300 men for opcraiiLSns, its 
pcrfc imartcc wa> desultory il best. The group's Mfih 
I B;i i n>n typified i hi- c.enentl luck of comhar d-ITt- 
etciiey characteristic of ihe <nher tWO battalions* and 
for ihat mailer, movt of the 12 RF battalions in 
Qnane Nc-ti The Mln wjt driven Iroin us Jug-m 
pDMiimnii i hi Hilt 252— in I he important Cong Hun 
Valley approach hi fjujing Ngni Oly — in October 
In .in inffjiiu VC unit After Mulling in ul tempt* to 
retake Lhc hill, ii wj% %eni uinicw hat fl\ punishment 
for failure- — to an active urea viuih nl Chu E ji 
There, on Ihe night of 17 December, ihe 95|h VC 
Sapper Company of Hinh Son District infiltraled the 
Orpine. haltalion corontlind po^t. Cuitscd over >lt 
casualties including the batlalkm command er and llh 
deputy, and carried **»y wi Kl-mm. moftan eight 
PRC-25 radio*. IS 11*16 rifle*, file .^caliber pu- 
tok. ami five hinnciilars. 

TT»e nth Infantry Kcpirru-ni of the 2d V\\ ismn w,ts 
responsible for ihe sector from Chu l-ui m ihe 
division boundary north of Tarn Ky and like cIlc 
other t wo regiments, engaged in numerous contacts 
with local VC through lhc tall and winlcr of tVtl 
I here wni 1 fi r; ■ !• ' t '■ ! kl .iril .M leasl .' % shorlei 
spans along ihe stretch of highway I in ihe 2d 
Division seclor. All had lo be protected, and ihe 
mission sw.is nearly aluays assigned hi territorials 
liheiity walct-sappers underwater denwilituin 
teams— got to ihe lia Uau HrUcc south of Tarn Ky 
the day after Christuus jnd dropped h in ihe rtver 
On Christmas, ihcy New up the Tr* Can Bridge in 

Due Phu D»irkl, right under ihe nine's L»f an Ml 

Company. Maj. Gen. Tran Van Nhut. the 2d Divi- 
sion Commander, wa> so incensed at this debacle— 
ihe Kh t'tMripaity eitininantlf r Uad twn warned thai 
a VC Unir. Wrai iecll reenniuulL-nnj; Un lhc allack 

that he sJapped Ihe captain in jail. Aeeording |p 
General Nhut al the time, at least a pan of ihe 
problem terriKiri.il inrtYcetisencsk in fju.me. Ng.il 
Province mu traceable lit the fuel I hat u very lujch 
percentage of the RF, PF. and Peoplci' SetT-De 
fenve Force troops had relatives in Ihe Communisi 
rants; family loyalties often Cook precedence over 
mil Mary order* arid duhc*. 

I he in_e.hl after, i'tirislnsas. VC UIHl* entered IWP 
resettlement vdlagei across [he river from Qttanf 
Ngai City, killed a village chief and nine others^ and 



destroyed at least sis houses. This attack differed 
from the routine sapper assaults on RVNAF install 
hit ions and lines of communication in thai it vva* 
part of a counif y-vvide (Jontniumst campaign tc» 
destroy Souih Vietnam's refugee KMknient pr.i 
gram, winch apamu tormWabk ObVaeles was 
achieving Mime sweess- Bui the enemy attacks in 
Ouang Ngari igamsl these already tragic figures 
were particularly hrutul 

The campaign against tine refugees started in 
\tay t'he firvi atcaek m Otian^ Ngai Province wan 
desenhed as minor in Ihe sense thai there were no 
reported casualties The VC had entered a hamlei in 
Son Tinh Disinet and hunted ihe tents ihe pi-npk 
were living in while I hey were winking mi piriiu 
nent hnusrs The Sox-iat Welfare Sefs'ioc of (Juaup 
Npai promptly replaced the lents only 10 have 1hern 
burned again a Tew days later The frequency and 
intensity of attacks increased in July as ihe VC 
moved ia with ntoMars and civilian casualties began 
to mount. Ihe eimslaii I nmriarmp of Lwi> vtLe-» in 
Ml* L">uc Ii-lI In tlieir arundiiiuiu'iil Due Plw resel' 
ik'jneni sues nol only suffered mortar attacks, but 
VC tappers ni lilt rated and destroyed houses wilh 
demttlitions, some with the occupants still inside. In 
other hamlets, [lie VC eruered at inghi and vovsed 
footpaihs vsitlt antipersonnel mines 

The attack on An Tinh Hamlet in Son Tinh 
Dhinci i>it 6 September was a classic in execuiton 
VC sappers entered at OJOO, and after dies were 
inside ihe fence anctiher VC unit be^an morumn^r. 
ihe nearby outpnsl, effectively confining ihe defend- 
en. In iheir liltte forlrt-ss. As tlw mnrlar fire hegtm. 
the sappers moved methodically through the 
hamlet, ihrowtng iitcendinry prenades inlo ihe dry. 
i hatch houses and firing B-40 rockets. Because the 
people had taken cover in their bunkers, only fkc 
svere Mrnously vsounded. 'bui all ill bouses burned 
In l lie eruund in a spevlaeukr l ktt lij higli 
winds. Ihe IrajitfLly v^as visible fi>r irnles Mill Ihe 
people of An Tinh were a stubborn (tit. and h> Ihe 
end of October they hod rebuilt once more. 

As lhc cease-fire anniversary eaine and went in 
siMLlheru Mililars Hteekui I, the siliulion revmhU'd 
more than anything else the conditions in the 
Mekong Delta ARVN regulars had con I mi of Ihe 
major population centers and the important lines of 
communication, the NV'A was ntore or less on the 
ropes bin recovering, rebuilding, and receiving re- 
placements; and South Vietnamese leriilnnals were 
taking the tirunl of the Communist attacks- atljeks 
ih.it i-r.nU il m,.'.il. r i- 1 •• ,:,•,! ibeady strained 
evimnmn: conditions., and contnhuted to a slow hut 
perceptible decline iit the populalion vnnsjdercd 
under governmem influence or control. 



w Vietnam from CtSAlS- 

Nolf on Source* 

I he -LUiMil-s rcliilinp Cm enwfirt: vicdatif>n\ 

before and afu-i (Ll- joint L-niiiiiLuiin|iiL ut-ic ilcns-cil 
From 1 he DAO Saigon Quarterly Report, June l"971- 
The situation prevailing at the time was described 
wiih rvicrence to the DAO Saigon Monthly Intelli- 
L-.H.1. I Suriurur-s jin! 3 ;ir \ n :i h % is .11, 1 I hi- 
RVNAF JJ/JGS Study "l-.iniiy Snunum m HVN 
45 Day* after the 13 June Joint CLHiiiimriiqiu- " 
Captured enemy document* and interrogation re- 
port! provided by J2/JGS were used in describing 
enemy phm\ anrf activity. Intelligence information 



Fihk to C-Armn ation 

report* of DAO, Saigon und office* of Ihe U.S. 
Embassy, Saigon, were nlso consulted, 

Much of the infcrrnntwn concerning (Jjunng Due 
came from the author"* iiwn runes jnd rccnlltrciiom 
Of hi* visit there Linmcduidy after the ARVN rc- 
captured Kien Due. 

General Niem was agam very helpful in provid- 
ing information r<nd comment* concerning combol 
■clton* in Miliary Rcgmn 2 Similarly. General* 
J lining :m, I Jtinh, eoirnnandcpi n-spivt i\ .■ I\ ■11 1 
Coin* and I he 3d ARVN Divnion. assisted greatly 
in assuring accuracy in the dcscatrHh .11 , T ,1 . hmu m 
Military Region I. 
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Cease-Fire II in MR 
3 and 4 

The Delta Rkt War 

While post -cease -fire Fighling in I he northern and 
Central provinces of South Vietnam alternately 
surpdl and Mihsidcd a 1 * opp*i\iiie. "des prapplcd for 
key terrain, (he War in I he Mekong Delia beeJUTie a 
losiil-v ft.it i tie rite harvest. Nearly TO percent of 
Communist rice requirement*, to be Tilled from 
Snuih Vietnam xnitm, were requisitioned in the 

delta, 

For the South VtefcOmcv:. the mc war meant 
tllal enemy Hoes of communication lud Hi be inter* 
dieted to prevent shipwciii of rice to delta hue 
areas as well as to collection points in Cambodia 
where much of H was transhipped to Communis! 
units in South Vietnam's Military Regions 2 and 3- 
Intelligence efforts were therefore concentrated on 
rice requisitioning, lranspoil, and sinragc. L he J2 n1 
Ihe Joml General SmfT had cMtiuuicd thai vunc 
55,000 metric tons of rice had been collected in the 
delta during the 1 972 harvest, and the object was lo 
cm this drastically In I97J, For the CommunisK, ihe 

rice War meant controlling more riccpn klucmp 
hamlets, protecting ihe Foray* of rice-requisiiionthg 
part icv, securing canals used for the movement of 
rice boats, and preventing intrusions by Ihe 
B. V NA F into storage areas 

Ihe South Vietnamese were motivated by more 
than the simple purpose of denying the rice to ihe 
enemy; besides the obvious political imperative to 
reduce — or at least limit — ihe enemy's influence 
over the delta's population and resources South 
Vietnam needed the delta's rkc to feed its own 
people and aimed forces- By September 1473, a 
shortage of rice was already developing in Saigon. 
An early season drought had disrupted planting, and 
shrpmenls of delta rice for ihe year were 326,500 
metric lorn, considerably behind 1h.1t of J 972 
l46i,5(XJ) t-urlhcrniHiie, racing IIikhIs hid struck Ihe 
coastal lowlands of ihe northern pmvmccs nf MR I 
and MR 2, destroying much or the rice crop and 
More* 



The enemy's rice production in areas under tits 
control in South Vietnjm was ni-^JipihJe, and only 
forces north of COSVN"s domain were normally 
provided any rice from North Vietnam. Conse- 
quently, heavy demands were placed on Cambodian 
and del I a nee. All M/eabk* NVA forces in Combo, 
dia were sustained by Cambodian rice, and much of 
this rice was alio delivered to CGSVN Forces inside 
South Vietnam The Cambodian rebel Forces were 
experiencing shortage* of their own and by the foil 
of |9TJ wefe bediming iiiefcavngly reluctant lo 
pcrnil lh< NVA to fill rice icquisihons in Cambo- 
dia, Competition for nee resulted in armed clashes 
between the two Communist allies and increased the 
importance of South Vietnam's delta rice. 

Si nee the defeat of L'ambodtYi J2d Brigade at 
Phnoni Penh in May 197 J, the entire Cambodian 
South Vietnamese border region from ihe Gulf of 
Thoilund lo the eastern edge of South Vietnam's 
Hong, S'pu District in Kien Phong Province wis 
controlled by NVA and Khmer Communist Forces 
The only Cambodun govern men i presence was at 
Samnia Leu, a small navy river station nonh of ihe 
border. The frontier area, in some places as deep as 
J5 kilometers into Cambodia, contained major NVA 
supply routes and rear service centers rhe i\<-" 
moat significant centers were in the O Mountain 
comple*. opposite the Seven Mouniasns in Soulh 
Vietnam's C'hau l>m. - Province, (hie was the rear 
base of the NVA 1st Division, the NVA h*5ih 
Transportation Group and the 200th Rear Service 
Group; Ihe other was NVA Base Area 7Q4 t which 
contained part oFtbe NVA 2071 h Regimenl's supply 
area 

Near O Mountain was ihe southern icrminus of 
the Ho Chi Minn, trail, the beginning of infiltration 
corridor l-C serving Communist units throughout 
ihe southwestern delta and providing conduits for 
illegal commerce in nee and other commodities 
bciwvcn South Vietnam's horder provinces and the 
NVA's Cambodian base areas. While markets Flour- 
ished on the Cambodian side of the border for trade 
tviih Ihe NVA forces in contraband nee and other 
commodities. South Vietnam garrisoned Us border, 
established blocks on the canals, rivers, and mil* 
ihat crossed ihe fremicr, and patrolled ihe region 
vigorously with ARVN and navy units. A major 
campaign was also started in Ihe summer of 1973 to 
destroy or force the NVA 1st Division out of its 
redoubt in the Seven Mountains. Barlter post-cease- 
fire battles around Hong Ngu lud severely damaged 
NVA forces in this region. Now, » the RVNAF 
began Us offensive against the NVA 1st Division 
and imposed a well-planned, though indifferently 
executed, rice blockade, Ihe pinch was fell. As it 
this were not trouble enough for the Cambodian' 
based NVA, the Khmer Communists decided to 
force the NVA to leave the border region entirely, 
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I hey prohibited sales i>f Cambodian rice lo NVA 
and VC units, creating a vnoui rice shortage 

Con^vcuty. COSVN directed chat the required 
ncc be requisitioned (torn Souih Vietnam's, ddla 
and I hut iltc blockade be broken. Information con- 
cerning thii COSV r N directive wis obtained fron 
rallicrs and captured document* The main Hth oda 
lo be used (II district and province cadlc Wtfe to 
hag rice in ihL- hamlets and move IL LP secure caches. 
(2) armed units were to secure ill routes used for 
i he movement of nee; (5) armed units were In enler 
Soulh VkIuhikk controlled area* and unite nee; 
(4) Cadre were to negotiate deal* wuh Smith Vici- 
ruuneve villager* who would transport purchased 
rice io <. omniums! arcjs, tM all uimIa were lo begin 
farming on lurid under iheir control with the aim of 
■ li iiiTieiency. and <b} women and children living 
in VC-COrt I tolled tilthi* were lo enter Souih Viet- 

nainese markcls, hu\ small LjUJiililics of rice and 
bring ii lo VC areas, making as many trips as 
possible but keeping each purchase small la reduce 
1 he nsk of suspicion and diicovcry. 

In the hi>rder area Llie enemy acluesed llic movl 
■,:kL\-« with Lac tics number torn and six and relied 
on ihe mechanism of ibe market itself lo provide the 
rest of the rice requirement. Foe example, a kilo- 
gram of nee in South Vietnam brought BO piastres 
in June and ISO piastre in September, while on 1he 
border, In the VC market at Ca Sach. a kilogram 

commanded 115 piaallcs in June and 250 in SvpLL-m- 
ber. The price difTeremial ofTered in the markets in 
Cambodia was worth Ihe riik to some smugg Icri 
and consequently drew signifteani amount* of rice 
across ihe border 

According Id estimates, al least 600 ton* of nee 
w»> smuggled oul ol I he della each mtinlh. August 
through October, from the fan t'hau in.iikcl jlcpss 
the Mekong and up Ihe small canals lhai laced ihc 
swamp and paddy fields lo the border. The scope of 
this smuggling operation depended on complicity 
on the part of local regional and popular force?, as 
well a\ on tile Vietnamese Navy al Ian Chau 
Reliable evidence indicated that some high-level 
officials were involved and profiting from the trade. 
Other route* were used Id I ram port clandestine rice 
m the border «««. but the Hong Ngu-C« Sach 
arrangement was ihe largest. 

Meanwhile, fears began to mount in Saigon that 
Communist rice-procuring would lead lo runaway 
inflation in nee and other cOrnmOdW**, Orders went 
mil from Saigon directing province chiefs to crack 
down on Illegal irade and to tighten ihe blockade. 
Thereupon, the chiefs of Chau Doc, Kien Giang. 
and Kien Phong established restricted, controlled, 
and free tilde SOnc* in each province The entire 
border WOS designated -i tcslnclcd /.one. meaning 
that no commodity could cross legally. Pari* of the 
Seven Mountains and 1he Tram Forest of western 
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Kb Tien in Kien Giang Province were also declared 
restricted /■ones Controlled /ones were established. 

primarily in Hon^ M^u DlsImijI, ml nhi-eh citizens 
L'iMik] legally ppsscits only limited LiiiallELLlci of com- 
modities Except for a five-kilometer radius around 
thai district town itself, all of Hong Ngu was either 
rest rkled or controlled Those parts of Chau Doc 
and Ha Tien adjacent lo the Seven Mountains and 
Oil- flam Potest become coautollcd /ones, while 
inner part* were free trade zones in which goods 
could move without restrictions, 

[ h,- Mo* ka.ie htw barely under way when Mill- 

tafy Region 4, icspmiding In the Saigon lice delis • 
cry plan, instiiutcd far more stringent controls. The 
Saigon plan, aimed at preventing a rice shortage in 
the capital and ihe Central Highlands, made it il- 
legal m the honlcr province* to move rice or paddy 
funmtlled) rice anywhere without specific permiv 
sion. except for small amounts for family comun»p 
Lion. Any unauthorized movemem. whether across 
the border or not, was grounds for arrest and confis- 
cation 

I dements ol all police arid military force* Were 
employed in cite blockade and CdilcclnMl plan. Navy 
and marine police were responsible tor stopping and 
searching all craft on major waterways. Combined 
checkpoints were manned by RF, PF. National 
Police, military police, and sector intelligence tec* 
ikms at all major land erasing points. Each village 
iirgam/ed a mobile inspection team made up "I 
police, I'k aitd local ufficials. sslhlc Kl jnd I'l 

published check potim i>n the rood* and highway*. 
ALrnmhile uperalnnis, Hung tegular ARVN forces, 
were conducicd regularly againsi known VC 
market places. To check on the entire operation, 
General N'ghL Ibe region commander, assigned 
police from the Military Region 4 Special Branch lo 
rcpi'rl directly Lo tmn un any evidence t»f corrup. 
tion in local officlah and units. Inefficiency and 
uorrupiion in the execution of ihe plan nevertheless 
continued lo undermine the blockade. Even so, 
there is no doubt that the blockade worsened Ihe 
existing rice sliortape anuiug Elbe enemy fOtXCS in 
t arnKidij 

Desertions increased in Ihe Communial ranks as 
men became progressively more despondent and 
hungry. Kalticrs and prisoners, of war told of ex- 
tremely austere Jicli and nf lilllc Impe fnf relief 
Although relatively ineffective in Hong N'gu, ihe 
R VMAF blockade in the Seven Mountains of Chau 
Doc was very light, the province chief gave it the 
hight-si priority and his personal attention. It sv»j in 
large measure rcspsmsLble far One of I be mini re- 
funding RVNAF military victories of the port- 
cease-fire period i the destruction of Ihe MVA 1st 
Division, 

The alt-nek In dmc tlir Isl N\'A Division nut of 
the Seven Mountains was launched in early July 
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1973 by the -Mill Specul Tactical Zone, when: 
principal forces consisted of the ?lh Ranger Group 
and I he -Kb Armor Group (armored personnel cam 
ers) I he Seven Mountains was :i chain of indeed, 
forested, cave-pocked peaks stretching in a ragged 
line frcjni (he Cambodian border at Tinh Oicn 25 
kilometers lo below Tri Ton, ■ district headquarter* 

lit the shadow of Nu> f.'n I ", the soialhcriimiKsl peak 
in the chain. Although I he ml lest of I he seven Wifl 
only TOO feel high, rising a* ihey did from a feature- 
less, often flooded plain, Ihey were spectacular pro- 
minences and gave the impression of far greater 
size, 

Ju*i north of the border in the Seven Mountains, 
Nui O was one of the main bases of (he NVA hi 
Division, which had moved there from battles 
n round I'hnorn IVnh in the summer of 1 972. Esiah- 
lislimj; defense-, as far south as Nyi Co To, ihc I SI 

Division waa primarily responsible for screening 
and protecting movement along infiltration corridor 
l-C, which passed tr> the west of the mountain*. 
Secondary objective* included protcciing rice col- 

Iiv1u-u 1eams, prihsclylinj;. ant! harassrhg Snuih 

Vietnamese communities and military installations 
throughout the region. 

As the 44th's offensive hpRan. intelligence re 
scaled thai I he NVA Est Division Headquarters had 
pulled on l of i he S'ui D base mid was established in 
the Cambodian town of K am pong Traeh, north of 
Ha Tien 

I hc NVA S2d Regiment was operating in Cambo- 
dia north of Ha Tien, while the 1 01 D Regiment and 
most of the 44th Sapper Regiment were in the 
border region south of Nut tJ. t he attack* by fire 
conducted by the HMD Regiment m '3 mh bicn and 
Tri Ton increased in late July, and die 44tll Special 
I actieal Zone reacted, not only to reduce the threat 
to iltc districts, but also to break 1he screen protect- 
ing infiltration corridor 1-C, In late August. • num- 
ber or sharp contacts between elements nf i he HUD 
and ARVN Rangers rc*ulted. I Inns fonm the NVA 
1st DrviAiitit iiililir:neil m in positions in Nui Gtai and 
Nui Co lu mountains during September, itnd a 
eoiiLt-tieJ dnve was started by the 44th Special 
Tactical Ziiuc u< dig chem out. The 10 ID Regiment 
received 300 fresh replacements from North Viet- 
nam In August and moved into position on Nui Dm 
in September. As the Rangers, wnh up lo Id banal' 
ions operating, and territorials maneuvered into the 
mountain stronghold*, casualties mounted and! the 
rocketing and mortaring of populated area* by !bc 
NVA continued, 

Jusi as a su1cmaic seemed to have been reached. 
e,isi„ihiev and ihe RVNAF blockade began to 
weaken Ihe I0ID and tne oth*' l*i Division units 
and the enemy began tt? break NVA hospital rec- 
ords ilvhutcJ t'j RVNAF near Nui Dai disclosed 
ih.u units of ihe Kl NVA Division hod lost nearly 



WQ soldiers lo sickness and wounds from Ihe cease- 
fire to 20 September- Captured on 2 Ottoher. two 
prisoners of w:u 1i ■ -ii: ihe IDIt? res c.dcd du! tin- 
NVA Lsi Division had been deactivated Soldiers 
from the 44th Sapper and 52d Infantry Regiment 
were transferred to ihc 10 ID. which had only 

men left The 141 ID then heeante a hi italic, assumed 

control of tlte artillery and support units of the 1si 
Division, and began operating directly under NVA 
Military Region J. 

lis I he mi I '.'I October, ssitli Hh hallahons down 
to less than 200 men each, the 101D withdrew from 
Ihe Seven Mountains into its Cambodian sanctuary. 
Although u continued lo operate in the border 
repmn, it never ajjain presented ft serKiu* threat to 
South Vietnamese forces in MiLiUis Rre.i.iri t I lie 
RVNAF 44ih Special Tactical Zone and ils 7th 
Ranger Group had accomplished its mission, 

Tri Pbao 

There was more to the rice war than ihe illegal 
irade and skirmishes along Ihe border And there 
wa* more to infiltration in the delta than thiil which 
lOOk place in Kien Giang Province nlcanp corridor 
LC Dinli I ut>nn Province, with it* husllinfi ntafkcl 
capital of My Tho, was tike key province in the 
ciiviern delta. Through My Tho passed Highway 4 
1o Saigon, a major channel of the the Mekong, r»nd 

several larpc eaiul* One of ihree principal NVA 

infiltraiioit routes, corridor I A crossed ihc Cambo- 
dian frontier near Ihe border between Kien Phong 
and Kien Tuong Provinces, traversed the ma/c of 
canal* ilimujih ihe llam of Reeds, and ended m ihc 

watery Wasteland called die I n Phap. <hslcil as liase 

Ana 470 by allied intelligence) wltere those prov- 
inces join Dinh Tuong, A branch of corridor l-S 
from the "I'ltrrot's Beak" of Svoy Rieng Province 
. il: reil Ihe I ri 1'liap Inim Ihe nocthrasL An insur. 
pent base eslahhshed dating ihc 1 l'>5-4 war. ihe 

Tri Phap was partly covered with brush, with little 
land suitable for cultivation, essentially a swamp 
thai over the years had been taced with permanent 
fori i fieatmn* and hidden storage areas Nil altrrcl 
force had succeeded in occupying or indicting any 
serious, damage to the installations or enemy forces 
in the Tri Phap Immediately after the cease-fire, 
RVNAF unit* in Dinh Tuonj; were pret>ecupiptl 
with maintaining security in the central and north- 
ern reaches of the province and could not divert the 
force* necessary to clean ou1 the Tri Phap. even 
though ihey were aware of increased enemy activi- 
ty (here. 

A document captured on t Augusi disclosed that 
t III- / LK Regiment of NVA MdUnry Kepiou : was 
moving into the Tri Phap from Cai Hay Disintl in 

northern Dinh Tuong Province and that ii would 
probably be replaced in Cai Bay by ihe Dong Thap 
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L Regnwni I nf> >r in u i i-.->n in i lie d-ocu merit pertaining 
to planned ui tucks in northern Dinh Tuong WM 
Confirmed by attacks nu veseral uulprtsUb on £ 
August. Furthermore, aerial phomgrapby showed 
thai fields- north of the Tri Phap had been pl.iiucd in 
rice* part of the NVA's efTorl 1o become self-sna- 
mining in the delta, With pressure mounting along 
Highway 4, however, JV Corps could not ihcn 
challenge ihc NVA activities in and north of the Tn 
Pimp. Nevertheless, the RVNAF repulsed, with 
heavy losses lo the enemy, numerous tal<ihofv4ued 
attacks against outposts, and fire hws in Cay liar. 
Cai Ik-, and Su.iil (.iiane. Districts during July and 
August. In ihc first week of September aJone, 
enemy ea.su J no in die region were 1-14 killed, 
while tin isc nf I he RVNAF were 17 killed and 78 
svisnnded 

The surge in enemy attacks, which continued 
through November, wis motivated tn pan, as in the 
border provinces* by Ihc harvest and marked by 
Communist attempt* lo gather as much of H as 
possjhli.-. 11 ui beyond thai, the enemy objectives 
were to protect iIk inslallalions in ihc tn Phap. 
expillld ihc base area there, and use I lie infiltration 
corridors, from Cambodia withoul interference from 
the RVNAF, Success in these ventures would force 
contractions of the RVNAF defenses along High- 
way 4, demoralize the soldiers of the ARVN 7(h 
Dis isttni charged with die resposihcilily. arid support 
the proselyting eanipiii^n .nriong. South Vietnamese 
troops. 

As tin- year wore on, RVNAH units slowly wore 
dossri I he four main force regiments in NVA Mill- 
liiry Region 2— the Z-lSth, Z- I5tb. E-i4ili, and DT- 
I, Despite receiving hundreds of fresh replacements 
from Ihc north, these regiments gradually lost 
ground to aggressive attacks. The NVA 207ih Regi- 
me nl. which had suffered mi badly m its disastrous 
Kong Ngu campaign, was required tn provide sol- 
diers to replace losses in the E-24th Regiment. 
These demoralized soldiers were intercepted en 
rowe CO the Tn I'hap area in September; thdr 

casualties wen 1 heavy and 14 Were captured- The 
NVA wh Division was disbanded that fall, and its 
depleted regiments were assigned to NV'A Military 
Region 2 The RVNAF Joint Operations Center 
provided d.n.i on casual lies m December I hat 
showed ncjirk -tO percent id all enemy killed during 

the list half of 1*73 died in tike delta Although the 
figures were estimations ihc ratio was probably very 
close to reality, supported as it was by weapons 
captured and corresponding RVNAF casuahics. 

The year ended m a tlun\ nf Communist activity 
throughout the delta. Incident* of ground attack* 
and attacks by lire reached the highest level since 
the cease-fire. Fosses were heavy on both sides, but 
no significant changes in ihc taclicul siiu.ihon wer<- 
appareni. Nevertheless, a steady erosion of seeuriiy 



was ii i id. -I way and most evident in Chuong Thieii 
and northern An Xuyen Provinces, where the 21st 
ARVN Division was only marginally effective 
aganisi pc-rsiaieni enemy operations to expand con- 
trol. Four NVA regiments operated in Chuong 
Thien— the 95A, IBB, D-l and D 2— and they were 
adequately supported with weapons, ammunition, 
.mil replacements through tin Kuii t'nang corrulni 
despite the frequent successful RVNAF operations 
near the Cambodian border against this logistical 
route. 

As the first anniversary of the cease-fire ap> 
proacbed. no earl', decision was foreseeable in the 
delta. Although harassed by increasingly threaten- 
ing RVNAF offensives,, the NVA shll maintained 
control over major infiltration corridors into the 
delta and managed to gather enough rice to sustain 
Its forces, tlmujr.h some troops were nu -- 1 1 • ■ I r.i 
Hons. Communisi strategy liad undergone no grcai 
modifications; it still focused on acquiring rice, pros- 
elyting, and eroding South Vietnam's territorial and 
population control. Despite severe personnel losses 
and n few minor military defeats, the NVA wax 
gamine, in the del la 

RVNAF Delta Dispositions 

The three ARVN divisions in the del la were 
reacting diffeicnlly to the deteriorating situation in 
Military Region 4. True to iheir records of pa-si 
performance and in concert with the nature of the 
leadership ihes received, llv> r.mpvd trow highly 
effective to consistently poor. On the high sulc was 
the Tlh Division, operating principally in Dmli 
Turing Commanded by spartan arid austere Maj 
Gcil Nguyen Khoa Nam. who was later to com- 
mand IV Corps and still later to take his own life 
after the capitulation, the 7th had become particu- 
larly skillful in rapid deployment nelling significant 
catches along the infiltration corridors. As ihc year 
drew to a close however, severe rationing of fuel, 
imposed Eo compensate for spiraling costs, drastical- 
ly limited the division's mobility- The permanent 
withdrawal ol Kl' anil PI- from exposed positions 
balanced this disadvantage somewhat, in lint den- 
eral Nam less frequently had to dispatch troops in 
whal were often futile but costly attempt In rescue 
bcynged outposts; he could select areas of deploy- 
ment more likely tn result in combat with maj*ir 
units or large mfih rating groups Fniploymej advan- 
tages of surprise, superior mobility, and firepower, 
including effective coordination wilh the VNAF, 
the 7th was usually the clear winner in that kind of 
encounter Ijiiing t<i ihc relief of outposts too often 
drew the relief force into an ambush tn which all 
advantages lay wilh the enemy. 

Major changes in (he 9th Division look place 
loward the end of the year. Its commander. Maj- 
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Gen. Tran Ba Di, wis replaced by Bng i'mn 
ILivrih. Van t-ac. tl{ more immediate inipo*:l wu 
■he fcorguaiu-iitniii which drew all Rangers nut of 
IV Corps and eliminated the 44lh Special Tactical 
Zone This change required Ihe 9lh to miinw re- 
sponsibility tor Chan I>.k; and northern K si' n ( iiang 
i'ros mccs, as welt as Kirn Phong Li lurned over its 
iwo wiuihcru provinces of Vinb Long and Vtnh 
Binh id i he 7th Division, recovered id Hlh Regi- 
men, which hnd been under the operational control 
of Ihc 7th, and released ils I Si h ReRimcni to the 
operational control of the ARVN 1 hi Division in 
Chunng I hicrt Province. Thus, wilh two infantry 
regiments. General Lac replaced Ihc equivalent of 
three Ranger regiment! in Ihc northern districts of 
the border province*. Il w« feasiht-e only because 
1 he enemy main force in 'he area had been v> 
severely damaged in ihc Hong Ngu and Chan Doc 
halites. 

In June l^i ihe :\<A ARVN IMm,«n, which 
deservedly hod the worn rep-aunon for disi apiim- 
and c'(Tcl-Iis cness among ihe divisions in ihc delta, 
was given a new commander. Brig. Gen. Lc Van 

Hi.iu- «|.c had do lit' MtT .ii \-> I OS Although 

General Hung (who wu also to die a suicide) had 
nowhere to bnng 1he division hut up, progress was 
slosi He gradually replaced ineffective subordinates 
wilh combat -proven officers, many from, airhornu' 
pnd Ranger units, and observer* noted xnnc slighi 
improvements in morale and combat effectivcticv* 
General Hung employed the ISlh Regiment, under 
h» operational com ml fnun I he 9th Division, exclu- 
sively in Long Ms l)jslncl of t'liuong t'hitrn. white 
his three organic regiments, ihc 3 In, Md. and 3,Jd, 
operated throughout the revt of Chuong Thicn and 
northern An Xuyen. The 32d and 33d had few 
contacts with the enemy, other lhan receiving at- 
tack* by (toe; but in late December, the 3d Usual ion, 

3 hi Inianlty. Was artihuslird while marching In ihc 
relief of an RF outpost, and more than 100 of its 
men were killed. This event illustrated again long- 
standing defects in leadership and training m this 
regiment and supported the DAO's year-end »vf» 
mem thai thr dss ismn was no more than "marginal' 
ly comhar l-ITl-viivl- " 

Because the terriloruli were rat-ted and stationed 
m their home provinces and districts, their numeri- 
cal strength in each military region was largely a 
fundion of ihc local population With j population 
of over seven million, Military Region -I was an- 
ihonred nearly 1hree limes as many terriloriab as 
Mihtais Region 1. and twice as many as were 
aulhorii-cd Militar; Regions 2 and .> 

The regional force soldiers in Military Region 4 
were assigned to 144 battalions and 125 separate 
companies and were employed by 1* Sector Taett- 
i-al t'oniinands Rul nearly all units ssere seriously 
undcrstrcnglh due io a combination of factors: 



combat losses, desertions. ineffective recruiting, and 
ihc "'flower soldier" practice whereby a vildier was 
earned on the rolls but for a fee paid to the unit 
commander he was never required to be present for 
duly. Overall, Kl' vin'iigili in the delta was less than 
1(0 ptrrccm of authorized, and NCO strength m. as 
even lower. While most of the battalions carried 
assigned strengths of J50 to 400 men. out of .in 
auihnrired 561, some, such as those in Ba Xuyen 
and Chunng Thien Province*, were down to 30(> 
Wilh iuc.h a reduced assigned strength, as few- as 
150 soldiers would be present for operations in a 
typical Chuong Thicn battalion, a battalion smaller 
than a company. Quite understandably, as unit 
strengths declined. *o did cOflnbM tbitily and 
morale, while descri ions increased. Reninrkjibly, ihe 
territoriah in a few- sectors, tunaNy kicn Tuong and 
Go Cong, maintained high assigned strengths, a 
reflection of inspired leadership But overall destr- 
uens exceeded recnnlmenls. and strengths contin- 
ued their sjow but steady erosion- 

L>L^hiiine. sitcngths ltiflueitccd another ilebilitat' 
mg situation. A well-inlentuncd unit training pro- 
gram for lerntoriab had been devised by Central 
Training Command and ordered executed by Ihe 
JOS, bul ihe demands nf combat i>n ihe depleted 
units made H progressively more difTiciill fur ihe 
more embattled of the sccwir commanders io rcL-a^- 
RF and PF units for iratning Combai eBiciency in 
the most active sectors thus declined still further 

In earty 1974. Oeneral Vien. Chief of the Jmnt 
General Staff, ordered ihc JtiS In uivtsticale, 
siudy r and repent on ihe terrnonnls of MR 4. The 
sludy revealed some interesting facta. During the 
first Ihree months of 1974., for esample, MR 4 
temtonals losl OH men killed, wounded, or miss- 
ing during mohite operalions away fiL^m lised hash's 
In these engagements, they accounted for 3,344 
enemy killed or captured, a ratio of about I.A to 
every enemy casualty, excluding Ihe uncounied 
enemy wounded The relative weapons losses in 
these operations was also instructive. While ihe HP 
and V}- losl ahou! 1,-NV' wciipiMts, they salvaged 
about 1,800 of the enemy"s. But the most revealing 
and alarming discovery concerned the comparative 
losses during enemy attacks on territorial outposts. 
In ihe same three'-month pen-.nl. H I and I'F f.mial- 
IKV including missing, were nearly 1,500. while 
enemy losses were only 145, a rano of S to I. 
Weapons losses in defensive engagements were even 
worse — 1000 lost against 100 recovered. The obvi- 
ous conclusion was thai mobile operaimns hy tern- 
tLtnalswcre immcnscK more profitable lhan defense 
of fixed ouipm.lv Bui ihe l(i>S team als.> found lhat 
only 2,192 oul of 22,994 offensive a pen I ions involv- 
ing units of company size and larger resulted in 
L-nmhai with chi' enemy, a ptxu record attributed Io 
weaknesses in intelligence. Operational planning, 
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and leehnujuev While ihih judgment was at k-ail 
partially valid, benefits were derived even from 
mobile opera I ions Hut netted no enemy. The confi- 
dence of the population ip I hew local force* was 
vi rcngthencd, and enemy often compelled 
to move or discontinue his activities while the terri- 
torials maneuvered ihrottgh ihe iItc.i 

There were J.400 outposts, watch towers, and 
banc* im be defended in MR 4. These ranged from 
targe eomple* positions with supporting artillery Id 
remote mud forts garrisoned by weak, under- 
strength PF platoons The futility of Attempting lo 
defend the vut dell* from isolated pcnli scattered 
aboui the paddies, eanals, and swamps had been 
recognized by General 3*lghi m welt as the JGS, but 
despite ihe strong desire to reduce Ihe number of 
posts, to do so would remove all government pres- 
ence from many contested villages and hamlet*, 
surrendering the population to ihe Communists. In 
I97J. nevertheless, MR, 4 withdrew forces from 97 
ouipinis while 193 were lost to enemy attacks. 
Meanwhile, emphasis on mobile operations was in- 
creased, Operating in their home provinces, some 
KF battalions earned hard-foughl regulations far 
aggressiveness and success. Unfortunately, ■ battal- 
ion"* achievement m its- native sector often impelled 

the corps commander to deploy it Lli- another pros 
nice under the operational control of ail ARVN 
division. As often as not, the division would employ 
the ballaJian in a pari icul.irl> haz-urduns role and 
give il inadequate logistical and administrative sup- 
port. Fresh morale problem* would develop &nd. 
tragically, superior K.F hattakuins were fcduCcd lu 
the level of the majority. 

The Vietnamese Navy in ihe delta was charged 
ssiih providing security on the major waterways, 
patrolling the coastline tt> prevent enemy supply 
biuts (linn tillering, and supporting ARVN and 
territorial force operations. Although the Navy- 
could boast or low desertion rates, a generally well- 
maintained fleet of small craft, and higher morale 
than in the rot of (he armed forces, its performance 

in I he delta wis far below what it should have hetn 

In good measure, the reason for its ineffectiveness 
lay in an aversion to coordinating operations wilh 
Ihe other services. Although General Nght. as 
region commander, had all the authority he needed 
to direel coordinated operations involving all forces 
ni ihe delta, by the lime this authority filtered down 
through the structure it had lost its force. ARVN 
sector and sub-sector commanders, as well as com- 
manders of tactical units, exercised no Authority 
OVef naval units and naval commanders consequent- 
ly remained independent jiid aloi>f, often unwilling 
even Id attend sector planning and briefing sessions 
There were, happily, some exceptions to this rule- 
A case in point was the Navy"*" role in special 
operations to interdict ihe NVA s infdi ration route 
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through Kien Giang into Chuong Thien (Infiltration 
Corridor 1-C) The "brown-water" navy— i hat is, 
tll<- shallow draft boat* plying tile uveas ;md 
canals — was especially successful intercepting 
enemy attempts lo cross the Cat Lon River Bad its 
tributaries But while combined operations enjoyed 
some success interfering with enemy movement 
along interior routes, Hit "hSue-watcr" navy failed 
to intercept the enemy's supply craft sailing down 
the coast from Cambodia. The blue-water boats 
were loo deep of draft to follow suspicious sampans 
into Ihe shallow inshore waters, and Ihe brown- 
ssukT responsibilities endon w Iutc iht svulerways 
emptied into I he i full of Thailand. 

The bluc-waier navy in the delta operated from 
two major bases The 4lh Coastal Flotilla, with 26 
patrol craft, waa based at An Thoi on Phu (June 
Island and was responsible for coastal waters down 
lit the border of An Xuycn Province. There the 5tb 
Coastal Flotilla assumed icsponsibiliiy wliicli ex- 
tended around the Ca Mau and northeast along Ihe 
coast lo ihe MR 3 boundary. The 5th operated 27 
patrol c rifl from Nam Can, a former 550 million 
U.S. Navy base with excellent dry dock facilities. 
The brown^ water fleet, wilh $bl boats, operated 
from 1 7 locations tbroughnut ihe delta. 

RVN AK Fconomlcs and Morale 

A niflancholj jl l i mm p j in men I lo tltc sluss bul 
steady erosion uf government mfluenee in ihe delta 
was being heard, not only in the delta,, but through- 
out South Vietnam The outward appearances of a 
bustling, growing economy, as seen in the prosper' 
ous looting shops and restaurants of Saigon and in 
the dense, nnss iral'li. itui choked its boulevards, 
seaicely disguised a stagnant commercial and Indus- 
trial situation bui still misled the casual observer. 
The truth was that galloping inflation hod taken 
bold, and those that suffered most were ihose to 
whom the country owed the most, those upon 
whose sLrenglh and constancy survival depended: 
the soldiers, airmen, sailorv .n-J officers of ihe 
RV r NAF. The consumer price index rose 65 percent 
during 1973. but more devastating lo the serviceman 
and low paid public oflkiat. whose incomes were 
fitted at a hare subsistence level, was Hit faeL I hat 
nee doubled mi puce during ihe year. An unfortu- 
nate combination of international and domestic 
events was responsible for Soulh Vietnam's wont 
year economically since 1965-66. In 1972 the NVA 
offensive and poor weather had reduced the cspccl- 
cd rice crop, and that disappointing harvest was 
followed by an even less productive one in 1973. 
t'he deficit had lo be compensated Tor by imports at 
a time when nee on the world market was soaring 
This fact, in combination with the domestic short- 
age, drove tlie price lo I he consumer: even higher 
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South Vietnam'v tough nee control program was 
doubllesa. of some benefit, bul il could iwjl ihorough- 
ly dampen mark cl -driven trends. 

Meanwhile, the US nd dollar, as well *s either 
Form* of foreign Juibunee to Vietnam, win dcclrn- 
mje in value under die influence i>f worldwide infla- 
tion- Ira porlcd commodities therefore entered the 
country at drastically inflnEed vwl<. Cooking tui, 

laundry soap, ,md brown sc^ar, Ii'i example, uelc 
all sclluip at 2l*.\ percent above prices; illMH 

by the international petroleum crisis of 1 973, gaso- 
Hoe rose by 21 J percent and kerosene by 196 per- 
cent And while import price* climbed. South Vki- 

n.ini's opportunities In earn foreign r.whan^- dc 

clincd with [he departure of the U.S. forcei. The 
U.S. withdrawal aha aggravated high levels of un- 
employment. In 19*9, about 160,000 Vietnamese 
were direct employee) of the United States; by 
September the number had dropped to leu 

tlmn 20.000. TUn decline wbj, matched by the disap- 
pearance of job* whose fUACtWIU indirectly depend- 
ed on the U.S. payroll in Vietnam. 
The severe unemployment greatly affected ihe 

families of totdien hccauic a soldiers family could 
.•■;!•• m,: \ ice if it haul a source of income Other, thiui 
military pay. Disquieting evidence that the de- 
pressed economy and inflated market were having 
deleterious efTccti on RVNAF morale and effee- 
livencs? began to appear in mid' 197 J. Reports of 
particularly heinous instances of venality surfaced, 
sometimes in official channels, bill mine tictjueiilly 
in private conversations between DAO people and 
RVNAF officers whose sensibilities were offended 
by the corrupt practices of their countrymen, even 
though tliey understood, the conditions lhal impelled 
men to seek dishonorable means to supplement their 
livelihood. And even when corruption was not men- 
tioned, the venom, economic plight of officers and 
soldiers »» cited « contributing to defeats and 
portending future disaster. Here are Mm« example*. 

On 1 5 December the Communists attacked a posi- 
tion in the Song Bo corridor west of Hue defended 
by a company of the 1*1 ARVN Division. Accord - 
irtg Hi the new id Infantry commander. Ct>\ Hnang 
Mao, the company incurred only light casualties 
before breaking and running in panic. Similar per- 
formances occurred in other regimental positions, 
and Colonel Mao attributed thia conduct to poorly 
trained draftees with low morale. The regiment had 
borne the weight of the NVA'i attacks that auiumn, 
and its eatended period in the line had aggravated 
il* declining morale, but the root cause of the prob- 
lem was widespread disaffection in the ranks trace- 
able to the growing deprivations suffered by mil', 
tnry families. 

The Airborne Divqiion was the elite of the 
ARVN. \t could snll boast wi all- vol un leer force 
and the high esprit that went with ipecuJ and 



rigorous training Hal even it Was not immune tO 
Stiv tki Vietnam's economic malady. In a despairing 
interview wilh a trusted American friend, a young 

paratrooper captafea, iMlle tOted m Cambodia, An 

Loe, and Quang Tri, told of densoralttation in the 
airborne as Largely the result of worsening economic 
conditions Another reason for tow morale wax the 
continued commitment of the division— trained and 

psychological!) equipped I'm till Ik nil olleiisivr op 

eranons— in a sialic defensive role in northern MR 
I. Add lo this the fact thai the division bases were at 
Tan Son Nhut and Iken Hoa and 1he soldier S 
families lived on or near them. In any event, this 

dedicated JSl. year -old veteran deplored ihe decline 
id discipline in ihe division, winch he said could In 

traced to the absence of the airborne spirit in leaders 
who had recently joined the division* a spirit hard 
to kindle in Ihe bunkers and trenches of Thua Thieii 
Province. 

More importantly, he cited the desperate econom- 
ic conditions among the troopers' families, which 
the officers and noncommissioned officers were 
powerless to relieve A? a direct consequence, the 
empatlielic leader wk loath to pnmsh severely anj 
soldier whose derelictions were traceable to despair 
or concern for his suffering family. Absences, even 
some desertions, went unpunished, and alcoholism 
and drug addiction increased, as did incidents or 
"fragging ." {Slang for Ihe practice of murdering or 
attempting to murder officers or noncommissioned 
officers: derived from fragmentation grenade, the 
usual weapm of choice. I 

The division commander. Ung, Ocn Le Quang 
l.uong, wu acutely aware "f ihe prohlems. his 
personal leadership and concern for his men no 
doubt prevented collapse. In fact, the division 
fought some of its most effective and gallant en- 
gagements in the months following 

Illegal trading in fuel used hy the South VicJMt- 
eae Nas ;. « a favoiitc means of incLHilc augmenta- 
tion in the delta. An incident in September in south- 
ern An Xuyen Province is illustrative In September 
new Vim Song Ong Doc, a small fishing port al the 
mouth of the Qnj Doc River, a Navy biut »^ 
reportedly sunk by gunfire and three sailor* were 
wounded, apparently in an ambush sei by the VC. 
Eiut the HicK were quite different. 1 1 seems that 
Navy vessels regularly sailed up the coast and called 
at Vain Sung thip IX>C W «ll dlesel fuel, a com 
modtty in grcal deniar.d tiy ihe fldlulg fleel ai well 
as ihe Communists, who used it in their boats. The 
Ihe 412th RF Battalion had been watching this Tor 
Mime lime and finally demanded 1.000 piastres 
(about %2) pet 35-gaJltHi drum vild. After the crew 
refused, reportedly explaining that all ihe proceeds 
had to be sent lo Ihe Chief of Naval Operations in 
Saigon, the Rf 1 ' attacked Some accommodation was 
apparently arrived al because before long Ihe boats 
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were again engaged in ihc JktutI trade, (hough the 
market hid b«n moved uprivcr. Preoccupation 
with this illegal operation distracted the Navy from 
i<s impi'Manl mission of mlrrcepling Communist 
TxkiEn thai were infiltrating ihc coa*1 wilb im pun My 
from the Ong Doc River to An Xuyen**. northern 
border. 

There wwe a few documented uses wherein 
RVNAF officers uul soldiers sold weapons, ammu- 
nition, and other military equipment fend SUpplto for 
cash, knowing full well that they were trading with 
ihe enemy. Bui the moil despicable of all cases of 
venality — and report* of these were widespread and 
pe nbten t enough to deserve credence— were 1he 
demands of VNAF helicopter crews for payment 
from ground troops for ihc evacuation of casualties- 
This is not lo say thai this practice was the rule, hui 
lhat it happened il iti was ■ vivid commentary on a 
perineum* flaw and ihe conditions which spawned 
iL 

A typical colonel in ihe RVNAF was paid le*t 
Ihon 40,000 piastres per month, ihe equivalcni of 
about SW DO. this slier about 20 yean of service, 
virtually atl of il in wartime Of course he received 
a few Other emoluments, hul has»cflj]y he WU sup- 
porting a family group of perhaps 10 people on MO 
per month. At prices prevalent in the winter of 
197 J, half of his earnings went for rice This, mc*n1, 
among other things, thai every able person id the 
family ?ulI to hnn^ m mm? income Practices rang- 
ing from simple nepotism through Ihe entire gamut 
of activity thai well-fed. comfortably-housed 
Americans mighi call malfeasance understandably 
became part of Ihe system. The wonder ct thai ui 
n.u;y h> -ndf, devoted officers and public servants 
maiugrcl, through strength of character and with 
the hrlp of friends and families, not only lo survive 
bul also la talc care of their Ira fort, male subordi- 
nates. 

Ran^r RronpUdzathns 

In September l Q 7>. a JOS evaluation of ihc struc- 
ture and employment of Rsnger forces culminated 
in a tccommrndaiion from General Vien lo Presi- 
dent Tbieu. Approved by the President, it was 
developed by 31 December inm a pUn of reorgani- 
sation Essentially Ihe plan's major purpose was to 
reconstitute b small strategic reserve for employ- 
ment by ihe JOS and small reaction forces for Ihe 
first three military region*. The planners accepted 
ihc unpleasant fact thai ihe two general reserve 
divisions— the Airborne and Marine — were prob- 
ably permanently committed in Military Region 1; a 
Ranger reorganisation would result in ■ slight sur- 
plus of uncommitted battalions an J help restore 
some flexibility lo Ihe RVNAF at a whole- The 
planners also took Into account the deterioration of 



Smith Vietnamese control in the western and Cen- 
tral Highlands hut mih unwarranted optimism cal- 
culated that Rangers, would eventually be rede- 
ployed to frontier posts in lost or contested sectors 
In any event, the fact lhat Ranger battalions were 
programmed for deployment up the borders in (he 
indefinite future provided uncommitted bMtaUont 
for the present for reserve or other missions. 

The planners also recognixed the unique situation 
along the Cambodian border in Military Region 4 
The Rangers of 44th Special Tactical Zone around 
the Sesen Mountains and Inc ARVN regulars and 
territorials in other reaches of the frontier had atl 
bul eliminated the enemy main-force threat and 
Were dealing wilh some success with infiltration. 
Thus ihe decision was made lo eliminate the 44th 
Special Tactical Zone and deactivate its nine 
R.inccf h.iu.ihon 1 -. wilh officers and men reassigned 
to battalions in the northern pari of the country. 
This made tactical sense, but unfortunately, the 
delta Ranger battalions had been recruited in the 
delta, and the soldiers showed their displeasure at 
hong reassigned from their home provinces by de- 
serting in great numbers- By I January 1974, the 
original 54 Ranger battalions had been reorganized 
into 45, and each belonged to one of 15 Ranger 
groups (regiments), Rather than having three differ- 
ent types of battalion* — organic to regiments, 
border defense, and separate all were to follow 
one table of organization and equipment 

3 new concept of operslions for Rangers visu- 
al i/cd that 27 fur ward defense bases, mostly along 
Ihe Laotian and Cambodian borders in Military 
Regions I, 2, and J, would be occupied by a mini- 
mum of one Ranger battalion each, At this tune, 
however, only sue of these border posts were occu- 
pied by Rangers; the others were inaccessible be- 
cause of enemy operations or were in enemy hands. 
Each military region was to keep one Ranger group 
Ln reserve, dedicated to ihe reinforcement or rescue 
of any threatened or besieged Ranger base. A JO- 
man Ranger headquarters was established in each of 
the three miliiar> regions where Ranger battalions 
were assigned to oversee training and administrative 
matters. Its commander was Ihe corps eofsunandef't 
adviser on Ranger employment At year"* end. 
Ranger deployment and strength was at shown in 
Tabled. 

Military Rrjdon 2 

RVNAF efforts to .-.pen lines of communication 
to beleaguered base*, interdict NV'A logisucal 
routes, and damage enemy base areas and Ihe 
NVA's response to these actions raised the level of 
combat in Military Region 3 after Cease-fire II 
There were a number of sharp contacts, particularly 
in Tay Ninh and Bmh Duong Provinces, bul no 
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'All HH 1 battallona understrength because of 
desertions or Hangers transferred froa MR 4. 

fThe 4th and bth Groups ware assigned to the 
general reserve In the Seigon area but were 
deployed along Highway 1 in alnh Dlnh, under 
the operational control of MR 2. The HH £ 
Groups were underatrength because of 
recruiting dlfficultiee In the hlghlanda 
where all were deployed • 

**Tnc 7th Group vaa located at the Long Blnh 
Baae near Saigon. 
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terrain changed hands. The VNAF carried out 
heavy ranis against NVA base* in Tay Ninh. Binh 
Long, and Phuoc Long Province*, and the NVA 
retaliated wuh a racket attack on Bien Hot on 6 
\i>VL-nilnrr ihar dm rayed three F-5A fighters and 
with & sapper raid on [he Shell petroleum storage 
site at Nha lie on 2 December that virtually wined i1 
CMit. The Communis!* aho senl waicr-sapper icunt 
into South Vietnamese Navy docks, near Saigon and 
s,inL small craft Just a few III tics Southwest of 

Saigon, on 15 December, (hey ambushed an un- 
armed U S Joint Guttata 1 Resolution Center Team 
and killed a U.S. Army captain, the First American 
serviceman to die by Communis! lire after (he cease- 
fire. This incident effectively ended all effort* by 
U.S- casual i y resolution team* io enter arras not 
considered absolutely immune From enemy mtru. 

UDfU 

Behind the screen of harassing and %omclimcs 
destructive attacks, and beyond Ihc range of effet- 
live RVNAF interference. Comiriamsl forces in 
.Military Region 21 built xvartliouscs., workshops, 
roads, and antiaircraft positions, receiving new 
weapons, comhat vehicle*, and replacement while 
assernhhnji a logistical alid training base that spread 
across the northern border of MR 3 From Bu Dop in 
Phuoc Long to Lo Co in Tay Ninh. The Commu- 
nists were alsi> concentrating freshly arrived battal- 
ions of tanks, artillery, and antiaircraft weapons, 
together with infantry replace men is lor the divi. 
\u ins that were protecting ihc buildup. By Septem- 
ber they had completed 1he deployment oHhe 367th 
Sapper Group from Phnom Penh to Tay Ninh for 
farther employment in ihc Saigon aicn. 

The NVA strategy in Tay Ninh called for con- 
tinuing pressure along lino of contact, preventing 
ihc RVN'AF from probing too deeply into the base 
area, and undermining the fragile hold the RVNAF 
maintained on the vital corridor belween Tay Ninh 
Cny and Saigon T his picture was exerted from 
three directions and spilled over prominently mlo 
llau Nghia Province through which the corridor 
pavsed into ihc northwestern suburbs of Saigon. 
From the Cambodian salient of Svay Rieng Prov- 
ince, called the Parrot"* Beak. NVA forces probed 
RVNAF outposts along lhe Vam Co Dong River. 
The river port of Go Dau Ha was kept under 
constant threat- Singe the porl was live junction of 
National Routes I and 22. only 10 kilometers from 
the Cambodian frontier, its loss would sever Tay 
Nillh and bislfllc si/able Soulh Vietnamese forces 
there (Map 11) 

The NVA pi even led ans H VNA1 foray* Eowiird 
■ts northern lay Ninh hose along local Route 4 
{TL-4}; ihts fOad led into tin." NV'A's gniwing 
headquarters, logistical, and political complex 
around Lo Go, Thien Ngon. Xa Mai. and Kalum 
Moving within range of Hn; ARVN'% 25\b Division 



forward base at the Tay Ninh airfield, the ARVN 
outpost and communications relay station on Nui B* 
Den mountain, and the RP base ai Soui Da. the 

NVA regularly harassed these positions with :j i 1 iJ- 

lery. morlar. and rocket fire and made rcsupply of 
Nui ]tii Den hazardous by frequently directing anti- 
aircraft fire and SA-7 rockets, at VNTAF helicopters. 

The NVA exerted strong pressure against lhe Taj 
Nmli-Saigon corridor from its forward combat hase* 
akiiig itie Saigon River from the Mtchchn Plantation 
to the Ho Bo Woods. The Ho Bo arm was flat, 
almost featureless terrain, laced with tiBUUUCI and 
tunnels, deeply pocked «nh rapped lines of bomb 
craters left by numnerlcw wave* of fi. 52s. h* -dial- 
tcred plantation* nvt-r^nmii with head-high ssceds 
and dense brush Nearly Hi years of battle litter 
J i i.i. iIlc countryside, and a tangle of tank-tread 
marks gave it the appearance of an abandoned ar- 
mored 1 ram in i! ground Hidden beneath were lhe 
bunkers and fighting positions of several NVA main 
force units, the principal occupant being the 1Ulst 
Infantry Regmlcnl 

The 101 si had entered Nam Bo, the southern 
battlefield, in 1466 from North Vietnam and had 
heen a more i^r less constant resident of lhe Tny 
Ninh-Hau Nghia-Binh Duong region since its first 
punishing engagements with the V S 1st |nfjntr> 
Division tbfll year In lhe wmmi and fall of lsi7i, it 
is.ts backing up I.hmI h;illaliom kirj-viy AKS N 
tctriEOnsb and element* of the 25th Infantry Divi- 
sion generally north of Highways I and 22. 

Principal targets for NVA artillery and mortar 
attacks were Khicm Hanh, a forward base protect- 
ing the northern appmavh (io Dau Ha; Tfitig 
Bang, a principal town jjlJ defensive position 
astride Highway I midway between Tay Ninh City 
and Saigcin; Cu Chi, the main base of the ARVN 
2 5 1 h Infantry Division; and the defensive position at 
Trung Lap north of Highway I Although a night 
rarely passed without some kind of attack agam-o 
these or smaller posts, major contacts were infre- 
quent, But in one major engagement in late Septem- 
ber, the Jd Isjttalum, 49th Infantry. 25th Division, 
was caught in a devastating ambush in a rubber 
p-laniaiuMt between Highway 22 and Khicm Kahn 
More than half the battalion were casuallies, includ- 
ing 43 killed, and the battalion lost near K I w eap 
ons and IS field radios. Shortly aneru-ard some 
command changes w-ere made in the 25th, including 

the division commander and commanders of the 
■lith and JSih Regiments. The road to recovery was 
long and slowly travelled for the 49th Infantry, but 
on the other hand, the 50th Infantry of the 25th 
Division, during the last half of l°7l, enjoyed moic 
succcssea thin failures in sweep operations around 
Ptiu Hou, and in southeastern Itmh Dainig and I lau 
Nglna Provinces. 
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In the only other major canlact in the Tay Nwh- 
Saigon CCMTidOr up to [h< Cea«'lirf anniversary. ;i 
Hau Nghia Rl-kilhlii] Force battalion ma a battalion 
of ihe NVA 10 1st Regiment, reinforced by ■ local 
company, northeast of Trang ti>*ng. When I he 
smoke cleared, I he Hau Ng hia haiLnJjtm. uiun; ihc 
besi Kl unit* in MR 3, collected 32 enemy weapon* 
on Ihc battkfickl and buried 56 NVA soldierv RF 
casualties were 19 killed and 33 wounded 

In Ihc last half c»r 1973 an vnitticrn Hinh Ijing »■•»«' 
western Hinh Duong Province*, very tilde combat 
look place. The NVA continued its buildup in the 
Mirth Thanh Plantation and the Lai K he Ben Cal 
area, shifted it* artillery southward into ihc Long 
Nyugen area from where it increased I he weight 
and frequency ttf attacks against ihe ARVN bases 
Rui die only ground engagement of note look place 
Id early January jus* west of Chon Thanh when the 
2d Battalion, 8th Infantry. ARVN 5th Infantry Da- 
mon, was struck hard by the 7lh Battalion. 2«»th 
Infantry. NVA 7th tlivmnii Charjcvd with hKvLinp 
Highway 13 and pfeVcnluu; any ARVN' advance 
toward Mini] Thanh, ihc 7lh Baltallun killed 3* 
ARVN soldiers Ln this engagement, wounded 26 
others, and captured US weapons, 

llu' inosl v-i^ndiL-jiil i, li. .n during ihn, peruvl in 
MR S lixik place ailing Highway LA hclweeri Stmg 
Be arid Saigon. Continuing to isolate ihc Pliui H.- 
Long capital or Phuoc Binh. NVA troops used 
artillery, mortars, rockets, and ground attacks 
against all RVNAH posts and positions along the 
7 3-kilcwnclcr stretch of road between Phu Oiao and 
Song Be. They bombarded the airfield ai S«ng lie 
and attacked the Don Luiut posi. bur the hra.vicsi 
action took place south of the Phu Giao base as the 
NVA 7th Division attempted to block the highway 
and blow ihc bridge over the Song lie river. The 
NVA intention wu not only to deny ARVN the uk 
of i he mad and isolate i he g.nrisons north of the 
bridge, but also to screen the movement of artillery 
and supplies south from Bu Dop in northern Phuoc 
ta«ng to forward combat bases in the dense forests 
north of B»en Ht«a and Xuan Loc, In fact, the NVa 
itself was using sections of Highway IA between Hu 
Dop and Phu Giao for the movement of artillery. 

t he \R\ \ "^tli Division was roughly handled by 
ihc NVA 7th Disiseiiii between Uu Khe and Phu 
Giao. and one result oF the 5lh\ cottsistcni failure* 
was the relief of its commander and his replacement 
in November by Col, Le Nguyen Vy {Colonel Vy 
was later to take his own life upon the surrender of 
his d.s isKm to the NVA on 30 April \V7f.) The lath 
ARVN Division fared much better under the lead- 
ership of an aggressive commander, Brig Gen. Le 
Minh Dao (who was to surrender 1o 1he Commu- 
nal* after a gallant defense of Xuan Loc in Apnl 
197)1, and Highway I A was kepi open as far as 
Phuoc V'inh The tSih also saw actios around Xuan 



Loc and in its southern sector of Phuoc Tuy, but 
mrthinsr decisive Was accomplished by either side 

The NVA seige of Tang Le Chon continued 
through the year, and the 92d Ranger Battalion's 
defense wn rapidly becoming legendary But the 
cc»l was high Aflrr a hnef respite following Cfiw 
fire II, the shelling resumed, moderately enough at 
fitst. but reached cresendo proportions later in the 
year as the NVA added 120-mm and 3 60- mm, 
mortars and 122-mm. and MO- rum howitzers and 
guns to the hatlcritrs ranging nn I he camp Anluiir 
craft artillery, including .17-ttim and S7-tnm. guns 
from the newly formed 177th Antiaircraft Artillery 
Division at Loc Ninh conlntued to make supply 
difficult and evacuation next to impossible. 

The NVA 2ti0ih Battalion. which hod been used 
in local security nnunnn in ihc Tay Ninh logistical 
area, was aligned to ihe infantry element of the 
NVA siege farce. One of its platoon leaders rallied 
to ihe South Vietnamese side in September snlh 
some inH'ic-siniK comments on the conduct of the 
operation He said that in June the NVA organised 
a company to collect paiachuted >upphrs llial fell 
outside the Tang Le Chon perimeter, which be- 
tween April and June amounted to about SO percent 
of all supplies dropped After June, according to 
thh rallies VNAF techniques bad improved to the 
pinnl where only ID percent of the dri>ps were 
reenterable by the company He iwflnl lha.1 an 

understanding had been reached between the 
ARVN Rangers and the NVA whereby Ihe C-l Jtts 
dropping supplies would not be fired upon so long 
as the company would not be opposed o-s it collect- 
ed ilie supplm outside the pe«meiet- Thi* »vru 
M..-.H uanibOl K- DOfTuboraled, hul il fitN the ^cnetal 

character of the situation at Tonp Le Chon 

If there was a tacit withholding of fire sgaimi the 
C-l 3o» at Tong Le Chon, il certainly did not apply 

m heliL-nplL-rs Many allfinpts were made to fly 

helicopters into Tong Le Chan to evacuate casual- 
ties and land replacements. Bel ween late October 
and the end of January, 1974, 20 helicopters at- 
tempted landings, but only 4 managed 10 land and J 
of these were destroyed by fire upon landing. In the 
last week of December 1973, a CH-47 Chinook 
helicopter was destroyed as it landed, the 13th 
helicopter hit by enemy fire on a Tong Le Chan 
nnssxin during December aJotte- Casualties were 9 
killed and 3* wounded Amrihrr crashed and 
burned in January, and as the anniversa.fy of tin- 
cease-fire came and went, 12 seriously wounded 
soldiers of the 92d Ranger Ballalion remained in the 

beleaguered amp 

Soulh Vietnam's leadership wa* cimecTned and 
fruslraled over the NVA buildup north of Saigon, 
largely beyond reach ARVN nriillcry jnd pro- 
tected by Urge and roobdc NVA infantry forma- 
tions, the NVA wiv npenly conMnicling a mcrttern, 
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nift-liani^cJ. heavily fortified logistics and commu- 
nications center. In laic October President Th>m 
decided Co attack I his enemy gnrnple* with air 
Mrikec. Ttic cont-cjitrairii aitai.-ksdid nin begin until 
7 November, and South Vietnam nude known thai 
they were in response to the NVA'i 6 November 
rocketing of Uien Hon Air May. nis indication it Milt 

Tell obliged It> raliimaJife ihITctiiivc upcr aliens I" 

term* of retaliation for NVA cease-fire violations. 

Not a part of the concern riled program, a tingle 
attack waa made in late October against Xa Mat in 
Tny Ninh I'mvincc, a imall iumlrt <?n the border 
wiih ( jmtKxJia whieh had been named as a "poor* 
of entry" in Article 4 of the ''Protocol to the 
Agreement Concerning the International Commit' 
sion of Control and Supervision," bui ai which m> 
ICCS team Had been posted for the simple reason 
tint [he Communist* did run want itic-ir activities m 
Xj Mat observed. The only report DAO received 
eonscrntng ihe air attack waa through an agem who 
passed through Xa Mat, According to his account, 
the market, a fuel dump. and about AO stniL-tu:res 
were destroyed 

Another separate attack was made on 6 Novem- 
ber, the day the NVA rockets destroyed three l : - 
5Ai at Uien Hoa, when the VNAF made 33 fighter- 
bomber some* against NVA ccnccnlraiiiins around 
the AftVN base at Dot\ Loan Mdiutry Rcgimi i 
claimed the destruction of numerous fighting post' 
ticra, about 100 enemy soldiers killed, and four 
secondary explosions 

From 7 November to 5 December, spotty r e o ofdl 
revealed about 800 sorties of fighter-bombers., in- 
cluding A- Is, F-5s and A-J7i were flown. It began 
with attacks against Bo Due and Loc Ninh arras. 
Although ihe results of the Bo Due strike were nol 
(cpiiried, Military Region J L-Uimed pirnd results 
against Loc Ninh storage facilities, including fuel, 
and antiaircraft positions. A contrary version was 
pis'cn by Hng Oen, lx Trung True, a VNAF 
officer on dctm. lv. J . I ut ^ in ihe office of the Presi' 
dent General True said ihat nutst of the bomhs 
Landed miles from the targets, ihat attacking fighters 
rrlriai ii at ewcwively high altitudes to avoid anti- 
ajiL-raft Fere, and that poor targeting, poor cuccutkon, 
ajtd low VNAl- morale were to blame for the 
meager results. Criticisms such as these, from 
RVNAF commanders aa well as from U.S. observ- 
Cf1> pertittcd throughout Ihe campaign and certain- 
ly had tome merit- Even the enemy anliaircrafl 
gunners complained, according to an agent report- 
ing on a Katum strike, that the VNAF flew too high 
to be reached by their 3"7-mm. guns. 

Left there be an assumption that VNAF tighter 
pilot* lucked courage [o fly through 11 ak. rlu-v diet 
habitually assume high risks in attacking enemy 
forces while in support of ARVN infantry. The 
inhibition against flying too low through heavy 



antiaircraft fire stemmed more from the realization 
that no ARVN unit was in peril and perhaps more 
cugrnUy that, under the constraint* on miliiaiy a*. 
Histanee, tost airplanes would not he replaced and 
damaged ones would be grounded for months 
awaiting repair, On the strikes against Loc Ninh on 
30 November and 3 December, pilots reported flak 

between and 12.000 feel and bomb release 

altitude* were between 7,000 and 10,000 feet. White 
these release altitudes wen too high for precision 
bombing and rocketing, they did produce some 
visible results, although VNAF attacks had no unit- 
ing eflesct on the enemy's capabilities. 

Alk-nipti h\ lhc JClS atld Military Region i 1<1 
assess the damage to NVA installations were frus- 
trated by the lack of an aerial photographic tysteni 
in VN AH a* well aa by the remoteness of 1he areas 
anacked and the dense foliage that concealed many 

of ihe laificLv Agents fiLlrrcd hack with a few 

reports, and these were probably accurate as. far as 
they went but were far from comprehensive. Pilot 
reports were also used to assess bomb damage but 
ihesc may well have been colored by wishful obser- 
vation*- A brief summary of the campaign rs given 
in Table 6~ 

TABLt: 6 
VNAF STRIKES. OCT.-DEC. 1973 
I date f I oration and targets /' sorties J 

Lot* On f XA HAT vuvtlritw t wot Tportorf 

M«k,rl, Tart dump, CO hium OrmlniynJ. Ml <-jvilimni LiOnJ 

< .War / DO\ LVA.W hw ana. mffba. mmiltrj pofuvm. f U 
100 toMkrt tilkd. a mntiM pnwlmu uVKmyrf: * Knmdary 

"[iwim SiH»rv,r ,if ri-pMl MR 1 

f .V.T f BO at X* aua ftfimrtu (J tttrmttmj, lA^m. W 

Mm-iini«u4 tiwvtv. / Nat upon**. 
K<-mlls mm reported 

Iter J LOC NINH rvflrii nvfwlmm Juri and wtkt' miliary 

mm, 4^riiuJiinil ,•■ Mjlfhttn 
I AAA f»iHil Hia nun.) vtiuLturrs jm.1 irnljlUlli cii Jrilrii) ctl 

Source at repo4t MR J All o4 Ifee uifeii were mkiK of hoc 
[slifth hi rublMr pUnuikMi +-tv. M pinctHHi cif ItifhwAys I J snd 
Keiccpt for two tsr|jet> adjacent I? Hnh^ty I* 

a ,Vor / ijQ GOf&d E Ma i > / nor TifTtnt 

i Mini Li til Lrx, 11 *1u.yi;lci, i<hl|inv xmnrunilMM, li.QlW kklm . i| 

nee and i,0o0 ban at deumyal. ■») homM mml 

i-upplie* destroyed; nuay NVA culie *n,l ~.|,! killed mclud- 
int ii fmm COfiVN fl rnm.nl aTfain milon Stmrce of report 
•rpsrate airntm [ >lHv Ihat lhi» repnrt iefrr» to 10 Novem- 
ber <ankj- «n. r MK i rfTnnIrd nn UriSf m I f> CtCf nr\ S 
Ndvewbct 

JO iVav / LO CO Mf rtiBi/Iartwu. lhop. kupptici. ■■ J4 fyhun 
Larce fire. man> Unrtara destroyed Source of report MR 1 

ftrtt. xrhHriy faulialtt. i tQfljhtrn 
Mini UruLlufin, ,<-ffitij| p'njln.'mi, jjhI liuuirk iictlii"t<rri 

Source of repotl MR. i Strike »ai tut pan of ihe campaign 
ajaintt the SVA lofutkaJ bue. burl put at uip(*>n gt\en 
ARVN defmdlnc H»hrwty I A near ItKaOiao 
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1i Not / r«/ff.V XGQN UemNmuu yfliMn?. ain^M am 

iiwOmt, AAA fmlw*\ «Hwajr*- SSifightfy 
tl Uiw,1iii<-. alwl nian> imilal pnjlmii, jiuJ ifnwhn dnlftiynf. 
7J mudwn J - — j-- 1 Source of repon MR J Md VNAF 
photofiafihr 

//AW WWI THANH M* mMgr ov*lAlrrr jWa*.. / Ji 

15 avcoadary ctpknKHU Source of report MR J Minh Thanh 
■»*» mi pnr( oT 1hr CW5VN khpaiml njanptn, bvl w 

Ul !• i vi .11 ;I tnSef ahAf -.j .- 

r*JJ ,Yo- / PltVOC LONG atUHtrf, AAA fmitimu. aippbn. J 

tmrmft *«.t tepcmed by MK |. SanAe* ae* fwi cJ" 
piifn tfunl bmbv tofjMicv Nit rid her in upper erf PIlhv 
Loaf Sector agiimi frownp enemy lhreat at Ptiuoc Binh Soup 
Br 

H«J ,\*r / J.N 'jOTdnrc JunJU nrtJkr ^rurJtt i^fmHtthm. { » 
At*™ 

1 lanki, I truck* 1 bnd^esL * AAA powtimu, 11 (tnirtvn. tmd I 
BinmunilMTn wpplir f>nnt ilorritjrd Snhikc of rrp.«1 MR 3 
SmLn »TTC m wpp-ir! nf Ihr AH VN Ra" B rn ilrfrndinj AW 

toe 

if Aof / HA TUU nMtiwJ pan. tammta, iaMV> pMara. rrocksd 
whkia AAA fmitiimx tntckx li»i iIiiii law eaw ynim al / ofcl Jv 

*4F-3t 

W *l,».lu.n. 5 furl ,1-ump^ I supply damp, h AAA T"«<»-«m 17 
tnakert ileu rayed of dumped Kourur uf KfW MH 3 ami 

VMA#A* 

// N*r / LOC NINfi nftwfv-TV rnrlrrf ariwrnr npur abas J 

106 Unctni. * AAA poaiooaa, I bndfe d**rn>ytil. 1 hfaJp- 
damkfcd; I furl itni^t air banned Source of rrpon MR > and 
VNAF AJ Strike* were chartered unind junction of Highway 
I- i.H il H.iutr r. iV.u- v kiliiirwrm hmih uf | ,.. Simh 
1 lir> »rir iTKirr «tnr*iN.MJ in iup r , irl An lot (kfrroc than in 

contwi:ik» with cicnpHpi ifuiki Hh- NVA H>p»ia.al hgiWiip- 

W A>f / iOC NISH j-jni/JCuno-L n^vi /.eJ dWji^c .t -M 

^airiw f 41 A-lX 17 F it. 
1*T irrucoifei, * AAA pO^^M^v fi hmlrn JnJimjni. I* xtcwl- 
■ry eiphvHoni Sc-urLr c-i rtfnMi VNAI- AJ Tjj^rii. wrrr mrfth 
of Loc Nina in the plinuiuw ud aJi)*f Highway 34A Heavy 
IU wu cTKcwnlcnd 

Jl> iVm / HMM IB4MB fWt/ OlMO fliTif«rrr ppMnui end 1 
RcMlti nrt nportcd Slnin in wpport of AJtVN ji }Tmi dtao 

j-.l ("tvin TKich 

J Ahr / Jft' OW MiMluraMt / ^ ff f jt |# 

tiuiUinfv 2 AAA poaiticu, I unaunaticu tumge utc dc- 
nlmjfcd. fuel dump twnrd; auajr lecoadnry eiplotirw Source 
VVAF A3 

14. 11. 19. JO, *»4 it £fcv. y ;r>.NMi t>: cvm.v ^ u 

afttfkne, ami AAA hiAwu rmyn D'tuVe. / dj A- Si. U l-ii. 
I AAA powlmn. I 322-mnn rocicl 3 Borlar powtionv, 3 
ha«A «> nrvCliantv «ad I ««pn|y Jumfi dntroyed; I Hxondary 
na l nnrtM J*d oae tafge ISfV SovW ef f«^«l VNAF Al 

Stnkd teiVfd dual fiurp.iv of allaiLinf lugr liipkla.al ti^iiptci 

■n Ibr Stw Con Trmfig. area IcmHed the "Pub Hook" by Ami 
i^w* t ind wnntl of RaVfen M Tumf Le CScb. 

Cease-Fire Am It* retry 

On ihtf fin i BnnvcT»ry of the Pari* Agnccmcntl in 
early 1914, ihc Coram umvik inucd Mjncinc-nH pr C - 



serting thetr views on the ewe-fire and the uiua. 
tbon in South Vktnam. Hanoi publtahed a "While 
Paper" assailing U.S. an J South VictiLaincur 
"provocaljoru." Iti i:ruLfg« were aocompanknl by 
the racilc j.nd roar of iboLUandi of tiucka cuuiMny 
south acrou ihe DMZ and through Laoi in a ruin ■ 
moth "irmiporfili "in oiT«miv«^ leaned in Dcvcm- 

ItCt ] 73. rilMUMtKh Of ILHI1. L>f *U.ppll« WCfl? aU'CU' 

mulatimft In ihe wiuihcrn MOttpJta, ami by [he 
tCLivc-firc anniversary ihc NVA hjil sulfuriirnt 
atockt to auppon an ofTmsivcr cminparabic tu thai of 
(971 for over a year. Meanwhile, K'VA engin«r* 
cllcndrd their fuel pipeline intii ibr A Shaw VaJley 

in Thua Thmi Provint-c. and the La^tum ptpcltiw 
was paA*ing ihrLXigh the in-hordcr jirnctiori into 
KoniLiin Province. IJunng ihe year following the 
cew c- flf e. Uie NVA incrcmcd it* ■rtiUcry and tank 
Mrcngih in ihc Mtuih ai leasi four-fold- 

Des-ptte some surges of ooncenifaEcd effon. such 
as Ihe MR 3 sir campaign of November and the 
aboncd atcempu lo advance on the NV'A UigiMiL-al 
base at Due Co, ihe RVNAF was utmhle hi inicr. 
ftfc iigiilfi^jiilly wilh the NVA'v strmly accuniuJa. 
lion i>f logiRCica] .lih I Li^nihn.1 \lri'ii^lh. Ore majitr 
in hi hi 1 1 n^.; hi'.: Nil w« [lie jrriFMinjr. denuly Of NVA 
ant lairuratl defrndin^ the majitr !i iiii-st ical comdnr* 
and in Kip L-oncetiiraiiOm. In ihc ytrar followinjt the 
COM^Hfc, ihc NV'A aitded »nc wr defense division 
and al Irast 12 lenimrnCs Hi the eipcutiluinary force 
H ihat by ihe cease-fire anniswiry I air defense 
division* hihJ Jh rcu;imcnU were deployed in South 
Viernam. Included in ihe force were &A-2 and SA-7 
niiuUes and radar-con! rolled guru; these, in particu- 
lar, forced ihe VNAf', wtlilIi hul mine of Ihe 
sophisiiLjLtcd elect nuuc ctiuiiirr'mcavurra employed 
by Ihe U.S. Air Force in such a high, threat etivjrrin- 
merit, la operate above chTecnvc attack, aliiiudei. 

Prepajiiions for resuming ihe offensive were 
being made north of the DMZ in concert wilh Ihe 
buildup in the South. The NVA slnlcgic reserve 
was being rcconvUluicd, and moM of lis Ttghtutg 
elemencs were bern£ LLHWciiiraicd in Ihanh Hoa 
Province between Hanoi and Vtnh. Here [he NVA 
I Corps m orgjnized in ilie fall nf L U 7J, and the 
308ih r 312ih, and 320B Divimihis, having rciurncd 
from the Quart g Tri fronl 4 were assigned to it. 
Adding to reserve strength, (he major clcrnenu uf 
the J 1 6flh Divation returned to North Vietnam from 
northern Laos, and the Mist Division, Located im- 
mediately north of the DMZ, was reorganized from 
us territorial viaius ir.to :i drpli'vilbil infantry divi- 
sion. The sixth major element of ihe NVA strategic 
reserve, the JOSB Divnion. w» still In gamson in 
the Hanoi area. Compounding the already tenuous 
situation facing Ihe RVNAF in Kontuni and PleiLu 
Province, Ihe NVA %tUh Division began depk»ying 
from jouthern Laos into ihe western highlanda of 
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Soulh Vicinarii, and by the end of January 1974 iu. 
9th and 1 9th Regiments were already there. 

As the RVNAF leadership and Ihe DAO obicrv- 
cn in Saigon viewed the situation, the warning was 
elear ahhcmgh there canted ■ rough parity of mili- 
tary power deployed m ihc South, consadering (he 
obviously heavier rcojtitrcincnis on South Vietnam 
to protect a dispersed population and long lines of 
tommunicatiori, the RVNAT-' could retain not even 
one division m general reserve The planned defense 
pn^M-kSi-iJ no flexibility whatsoever, and adjustments 
were possible only by giving up icnam and uuuiJIy 
population along with ii. On ihe other hand, the 
NVA not only possessd considerable flexibility in 
chousing objectives and selecting Forces 10 employ, 
but ii alwi had %ix full-strength infantry divisions, 
adequately unreported hy artillery. Uinks. And ojp- 
plies, to throw mm ibc bank at ihc decisive 
moment. Furthermore, improvements truule in roads 
southward and the absence of U.S. air interdiction 
reduced North Vietnamese deployment times to the 
pomi where a- surprise appearance of the NVA 
reserve became a worrisome possibility 

Note on Sources 

References used in describing ihc utualion hi IIh' 

delta during the last half of 1973 included, musi 
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importantly, report* and studies made by '2/ JOS, 
Iramlatcd arul retained hy I'D AC) Saigon Intelligence 
Branch; similar report* of rallier interrogations and 
captured documents; DAO Intelligence 5 immune- 
and reports; operational reports and intelligence in- 
formation from headquarter* IV Corps; reports 
from the U.S. Consul Cicneial. Can ['ho; a JOS 
ii-ptiri on iJsl- staius of territorial forces Lti Military 
Region 4; and the aulhor's own notes recorded 
during meetings with, the J 2/ JOS. and visits to 
Military Region * 

The secjion on morale in the R V N A r- hjs tie 
nu'J largely frmn leports hy U.S Mililary Alia,, ho 
who had regular contact with knowledgeable Viet- 
namese officers, from DAO Saigon Economic Re- 
ports, and from recorded observations nude by 
liaison officers ni Intelligence Hranch 

Information on the Ranger reorganisation came 
from the DAO Saigon Quarterly Assessment, De- 
cember 197 J, and report from offices of ihe U.S. 
Embassy. 

COinbal activity and I he air campaign in Military 
Region 3 came front personal observation by the 
author, reports by Ihe principal liaison officer from 
DAO Intelligence Branch with Ihe VNAF> and 
information reports from the Consul Ocnend. Bien 
Eloa. the L; V Kmbavsy, mul tJACJ Saigon. 
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The Decline of U.S. 
Support 

Military Assistance, Pistil Year in* 

US mihlary nwMuKt to South Vietnam wu 
"nervier funded H Thi* meant ilut, unlike other pro- 
grams funded by Congress in a military assistance 
appropriation act, the money for support of ihe 
Vietnamese military wp* contained in the Army, 
Navy, anil Air Force tectums id ihc Dcparlminl of 

Defense apprpprniKMtt Nil. A carryover from ihc 
days of active U.S. military participation in 1he war. 
the Military Avustancc Seme* Funded iMASF) 

piitjtrajn for Vwiram became obsolete with the 

departure of American force* from Indochina in 
January 197 J. But months passed before the Defense 
Department, the Services, and the Congress could 
adjuii to (he changed situation with a new military 
assistance program, fn the interim, DAO Saigon 
rc<|ucsilu>ncd supplies and equipment fot ihc 
KVNAl J under continuing congressional rev. ■In I !. in 
authority, based on the program of assistance devel- 
oped jointly with South Vietnam's Defense Ministry 
and JOS in early 1*73 mid in anticipatum i>t ade- 
quate funds in the Defense Appropriation Act for 
focal year 1974. 

The U S -funded pari of the RVNAF budget for 
fool year 1*74 called for capenclnurc* of SI 1 bil- 
lion Hm sjq Is) December 1973, Rear Adm. T. J. 
Bigley, Director for East Asia and Pacific Region. 
International Security AfTlkt (ISA) Department of 
Defence, cabled General Murray warning thai the 
Senate eommuiee bad reduced service-funded mili- 
tary assistance for Vietnam and Laos to SbSfl million 
of new obligation!! authority in the 1474 Detente 
Appropriation bill Ihc House committee had rec- 
'■irnncndcd siighils more ihan 5>l hillton. md the 
two committees in conference agreed to S*X> mil- 
lion Admiral fligley told General Murray that Vict- 
nam'* share of the S900 million would be about SftH 
million. Ahhough i he ceiling for Vietnam and Laos 
spending during the focal year was set by ihe Con- 
gteu at Jl.l2fc nullum, Cieiiei.il Murras u.is :iVsvd 
for idcjN on hn',1, ihc Vietnam MASF program 



could be adjuiicd to ihc lower limn of FY 7* 
money, (Msg, ibBley 1o Murray. 1922002; Oec f\ 
Log sX>7.7J.) 

Meanwhile. Headquarters Department nf the 
Army. Inking mile of the reduction being contem- 
pt U-d in the t"<mgn.-vH, suddenly cut off all oper- 
ational and riuunicnance funds for Vietnam for the 
rs-si -hi* the fiscal year. When General Murray found 
on i about tins, he asked Ambassador Graham Martin 
fur authority u> tell Lt. Gen, Dong Van Khltycn. 
CL.iitiiiundiug General i>Mhe Central Logistics C om 
iiluihJ, so that Ihe Vietnamese cnulil adopi some 
procedures to conserve supplies until the new appro 
prmiion mode nunc money available. The Ambaaaar 
doc refused mi the grounds l hat disclosure would be- 
too lintel tbng politically. (The near disastrous result 
was that the Soulh Vietnamese continued requisi- 
riiiiintc ami usmp up supplier -il llicir u^ujI late 
With a foui month oidcr-io-ship time, the supply 
line dried up in April and the system was never to 
recover. > 

Less than 24 hours later. Admiral Uigley had 
General Murray's reply, which w» prefaced wiih 
the remark thai General Murray was not able IO 
discuss the cm with the South Vietnamese authori- 
ties because of the political sensitivity He would 
leave that onerous task to Ambassadnr Marim He 
also pointed out that Admiral Hurleys request fin an 
cnimcdiale response precluded a detailed review of 
the MASF program; he could offer only rough 
observations. First, the source of prior year funds — 
theoretically 1313 million which would bring the 
Laos and Vietnam programs up In Ihc SI, 126 mil- 
lion ceiling authorized by Congress— hod mil yet 
hern identified, .mil ahout S72.J million of the FY 74 
program had already been obligated. This meant 
that if Ihe true ceiling turned out to be Mil mil- 
lion—that is, if the additional 5J13 million could not 
K' in u nil ■ ■nly $91] million remained to carry the 
Vietnam program for ihe six months remaining in 
the fiscal year Add 10 this about 1200 million worth 
of unbudgeted critical shortages already identified — 
shortages thai were the result of the unexpectedly 
heavy combat actions of 1973 — and anyone could 
tee that ■ dangerous situation was developing 

General Murray's list of critical shoriajr*!* includ- 
ed SI SO million for ground amtnuaitkM. million 
for medical supplies, Hi million for subsistence, Vt 
million for air ammunition, and an undetermined 
sum 1o buy or operate more landing ships, tank 
t,L5T} r as a hedge against the enemy's capability to 
cltise Ihe land route to Hue. General Murray lemn- 
nvely identified budgeted savings of Si J million by 
eliminating the RVNAF dependent shelter pro- 
gram, a project that had high morale value for the 
armed forces and had been promised by President 
Niacin. Improvements to lines "f commumcitmn 
would also be cut, and spare parts for ships and 
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aircraft reduced lo a critical level. Although be 
oiTered some other saving alternative*, GenenU 
Mli nay jclntititaj thai mine was feasible It'.- .tlvo 
nincd thai the considerable cost of pocking, crating 
handling, and shipping of miliijiry »wsiance sup- 
plies htd not been buJgcictl; [Iicm: QOtfi would alio 
have lo be borne within the ceiling. 

The day after Christmas. A mbjuuunJor Martin sent 
his tuulyvis L>f the tniliU/y asui-stance situation to the 
Wkuic House. Trailing General Murray's hurried 
response by six days, the AmbavJuliNr'm message 
contained a mote complete review, and ihe short- 
f'iilh in the program had been refined by General 
Murray and his staff Consequently, ihe shortage 
cilcd by Arnhnssadnr Martin wu mure than double 
thai earlier anticipated by General Murray. The 
Ambassador's message is queried here in fuB (Mid 
Mania to White House, 26 Dec 73, Lo* W-7J.)c 

I It bmtrt qviie clear that a new rev iew il the highest kvelt of 
Lhe filler* pnoriria lo be Krcoffkd U.S. Milrtsry Awtiawe I? 
Ihe nepubkr of Vietnam h wnpcralur AHhtmr.li »x lend to 
concentrate, in-ir pri^K-ily im ibe mil rikiaflM. deitoencte* in 
thr AHVtt in order La correct and improve them, mch anni< 
bniioa kadi n to overlook the ■tescAoaUe fact that the pnxro 
of "VietninHfJlwrT W My JmplnrH-nlrtt tij tinirnl Ahrum 
with Ihr ninliHi or ill Ihr t ' S A lined ScrVMjrt hiA, kB f*tl, 

writ Lnd ciu\ wy weM. The A.KVN hu km only held well, bui 
run u i' ' now kepi che ■■lhet ude off hilf?t. tf we remain 
coowanl in ow nippm, and ihlmnwl In witty wl the commit - 
mcnii w-r havr rujr >i ihr higheai level, we have *very rigjit til 
LiiiifuSnat)' ejpeci thai the GVN cu bald wiiiwiui the neceuity 
of ULS. armed intervenlioa. Thcrrfotr. the addition,!! rnuu^ti 
iwt™py 1o dttrharra: Ihr «emi»iiixncni» alteady made wiH. m 
rraJHy. Irturia rnurmoqi diVadrniU in Ihr ».rilr«-r&nHh I s 
objecltvci. aot ooly a louiheaai Alia, but throughout ihe world. 

1 l^fthipi >1 witl onntnhutr Co pcnpcctive to recall that m the 
Ual »»■ TKinthi wx tutwr «tIww<I wi rvidra*. cwawplkbtmai nf 
internal tnjtcciri for Pfradf-ni Ttnrti and hoi adieu neural urn. ihe 
reorfiaaiarjoai of Dial adnunu.lia.uori to tvnrj cope wilJi 1W 
Dcoocittiic realiun, ami Ibe co»»rJi»icm of TConoanic afrcmcartt 
»nh the FRO. Fr*»fc «ml lipu *IiM.h »JI VIp iuim.mai 
curreoi pti+lmn unl kimi caulyti in »nr*cnjig other doerfxx. 
Hie joovl GVK anJ I S j. icr-m m pubftcmng miouve Nonh 
Virtnamcv: vKijalioni of tbr Pari* aerwrnenrj ba> mrcrHfullj' 
LiSHd.tHminl i* itiW nwlicin t« •cvrpl Ihr ilr^f CVS irw.lHKii 
ui Lhoe- URVN wiLtiKHU tt o/iuie fwcf** naiural teipc*i» 
to Nnoh VieHianaeBC ifjiiaiiiiit The higbeV oflkiaai of lkc 
Pidpth »«l KynaaiMni ICCS IVIf ipilii« h»vr rn v *1rl> inftnncd 
Ulhll lhr> i-Hirtiitr Ihr SVS.'VC fii. n ..untpol JO ftKtm 
temtory Ifeaa oai Jmuit> ts, LWJ. Ptaujicilly, ibe NVN/VC 
(--■.M-l\:i.".iit; haiilcul) h«n (ii\uccci»r«i !>♦>•>. louslv Motcoi* 
mntl PrSina havr bcrn informed llml. both poblnlly and nxliCan- 
ly, ihr untuMr Hl fma| lit ihr Ci VN 4i*. 

]. Vet Ihe militiry cjp^bOn^ of NVN force* n now giealet 
iJian a| ihr iiiur of Ihe Eaakr IfTI offnam. Whether it wiB be 

ulihj-nJ ill JTkilllrr majin fix-.-r LilTrTivivr *k hr cn*int*mrd n i 

detemad G W eluaiiui ■ mi or CKCr fotcrt n j dnmoa which, 
I UrlKva, has aot j-el been ulen in IUhi Ii will be erejtl} 
innurncad 0* Ehni cMinwlr of Ihe -will, ihe monk, and Ihr 

millUiy CAfUiXlUy Of the RVN- Tferl in luni, will Im- g.rall, 

coaditkHicd <in ihe AVN eaunute of ihe preiefu validiiy of oui 
. ..irr.niirmrnti b>lh«na 

•4. h 1 * audd l>rrr in Kaifim lih iJclomior thr firKl>?«l 

effect! of the jibI paued J* feme j-tfirpeiitiiK-m Tnl] Lin out ahikiy 
I? can? cut tbr commrinKBili made lokannly aad uneo/uvoc^ll) 
h> ihr 1.1 S O ■» ihr (iVK lt.-j.jLci we hiv* toons cd mmt 
[H'rlurtilrviry icj u r WwhinjUin IhanMnj that (riCkk hair 



way 1I1W.1J Ihr IHMfU. IT llinr jtr only jikllSs It jr. thru <Ac jii- 
In nwkknbir dwiajri vn T win trq m Lipm, jcl..ir K l : , 
obnoindcrsvll *if"|hmr ■.-■ininiilmrnlt 

5. Thr cmnifdL»lr rrreri,u™n« tin Ihe irnrravnuty r^idrnl 
^Jr-OTnMcncc and en-brat monk of 1bc OVN ud 1br A k VN, 
wrille aot pcudubte In caJcuLite wwh preceuon, will ceruiady he 
advene iad niukl ee moie hrfiom Thr Jkki iu(c rfTrs'i <m 'hr 
p^nrnlly ilrlfcjlr Bnit f"r !Jt ilr i T l»luinkhjp -with Ihr S>.i*^rtlt. Ihr 
Chlpcw. Ihr MmWcVt East and rvni with Europe, ibould ■*< 
wna am oar coaainalBaeBD here, can best be tkiernuaed in the 
White Itouie. Ihii 11 leena. aetf-cvideni ihat ihe «me ita.ni un^lr 

[MeCii'Mlt LumrrhMlila n,r p- .ninh jint nciw. n. Ihr failh Or othrn. In 
Ihr iumJanrj jnj ifbiblllCjr of AnK^-40 coirunnincnil The LPVl 
of nut ruhirc lo Iwep rl here, cvra in dolur urnu, will 
incakuJably ireaier ihan ihe unaMdiaie utuu ihai turw nceni in 
he in quftuan. 

6. I an quae aware that raervea of all the aeivico have been 
daBfenHuly depleted by the eaBercency demandi of mhjn^r 

rtlhULOCr pJlo, mml the rrvrnl rtiKIprv y friJHarmrnl* Si t |«arl 

SciTTlbrln*. I am emmwrd that the mccouity and moHrcefu.1- 
r*ew of I he armed tervicci caa find wayi lo meet ami rei|tiite< 
■aranv if only out cjyilLkn Ir^dru Mill ufKhjuivncthly etubtith 

Lhr uvrtCldiliy; UIhiuI ptxinty I hi I mini hr *.i,inknl narrling 
ihrv toaulirmcnli. 

7. HrfiVe Ihe Jinol/y a^i-rrninith, al Ihe latfic 1* the Juiiuty 

pprrrmrnt*. aHrt ihr January jjrrrmtniv i(»i al tbr ttaar oTtbr 
lune eooHnuaHquc. and BKnt opecially at the San Clement* 
netting tn April between Ptemdeai \110n and frratdem 1 hiru. 

Wr- have marralcil lhr nxnnmlirvrnl thai vc wit] main tun ihr 
.111 ir 1 -1 I.-..- c siat in I j i'-t 1. ;iIj. . mrnl hm> Vrl 
BUBUat frmn the brcinnaBj ever]!' action wt have tana Mem». 
upon review, 10 hive been calculated 10 convince mint ofBcen 
&t thr ARVN lhal »r wrtr r.»l rrilly »tiii^h aln-ul Lrrjim* llial 
pkJrc Of Ihe auaiy enamplr* I will mrnlaon only l»o 

II Thr la.l 11 llial Willi J2 prlical irf Ihr VNAF I l rial prmin- 
wl Mrrnafl'* «n irwninaf. it •* undoMaottatir ikit mumrniD. r .11' 
VNAF aiicraft would eoantilule a pfobtem Bolh the VNAF and 
»f lust irriiicutrd ^..■ftiviisr actio* with the help of ihe USAlv 
Vrl wlirn hujLprilu im adf ECCedVeil Irden Wt nliiiL^IOfi 111 add It 

poftvlly nyabk FJA't » tJh»c wrwdulrd » *w rrmeivpu fn> 
"corrmacin icntrot" and it ant vn harpen^ 1rne the .n(Jili:in of 
■ hn rianicidar number caincaSet with the need perceised ifi 
Wairunuana lot Inn and Korea -refatymeni, ihe RVNAt and 
ARVN quite PuHutally wiamkr ahuul Ihr purptnr nf Ihn LiraJ <rf 
fame playing Thr curreal end result 11 that Prrodcnt Thin han 
ordered Ihe V N AF to inflict anaumum pouibk danufe in retail, 
atviry nuda in rcaftoaae to liRVS vtolafluttt of ihe ctauefire, but 
tf- Lrv wi ajrvratl in the p<inir» *am,-c at] uijI hr dnprralrly 
penkd when a major roree allaek 11 matfr OwKique'illy. Ihe 
VNAF, lilruujth willing and able 10 jgareuively praa low kyel 
attack*, are mm pemutied 10 fly low etkuiafa over ureeu in 

nhnr Ihr piTwiuun fciullaLir which thrj anr i~aauhlr If I t.iulil 

inf.irm Prriidrni Th"ru that nrdKcnacwIi. vf FiAS wrjukJ or 
BBlaBBatBH. the rrtulti would be vtartlinf . Under pretrnl carcum 
uancet I cannot do tha, deieaid the fact ihai we are coennwted tat 

aoiet- 

4. The teeoad eumpte i» that deupite Ihr coanrnatmearl fot one. 
foi -cee tenucemcM, Uetpur ihe pace of the riahtuvt lance ihe 

•Vc-aw-fhlr" ih Janual S and Junr »hn h hn rouUrcl m a [;rra.1rr 

ti4al of eauiahio 1hm» the IdtaJ taf US muallHTt dwnna. our 
yean of active i iipaa.1 anal. USARPACi teartative anwnuaalKHi 
fefilacemeni thri^uch the hjljni e of i?hi Wal y l-j i would heave a 
projected balance m 1 July far brluw the ^rurfirr Irsrl that 
trprraraiK a manimvim lafrly prt*|laiin af amsl hiilh i-nrmy eapa- 
ruliiic. 4rJ j'Iui prr^rnl eitimjtn. of Ihnr intention* The Mkjw- 
<n| table graphically dluMralei the ptoblem [la thousand*. Pint 
riButT Ktinw-ruT kval; xvond iv projocled. md iuw I 
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10 These iiwiah havr been teksrlrd n rumple* hcrjtnr Ibry 
an iwqiw to ARVN unrnwulxm rr<|uiT*mrnK A» u«cd in llw 
JVI1.1 ib«- 4b MM mwl fun. rt7rvii*Tly miKliij h*T 
ARVN furun in iimlmj rnrmy atlivltm The W) MM aad III 
MM II I LM Hf noiW Utifldt uibuiiuEinf tar heavy anilatty 
fCnailnisreflci » nJun ihe ubjD ARVN drfciue penmetcn. The 6ft 
MM LAW h the maia ARVN wtapoei tar oefeue ajuutut ihe 
very ml enemy LinV threat wharfi now r stm 

1 1 Thrv arc i»l> l»<i ri*mplri. hu« *rr rni.niE> Ici undmcwr 

' lie p£Li4i|rm l~k<- l^uii L ir> I nmc-sl jnj lr.»Kl rLpc-ntmr w ±h Ui 
achieve' Ibr i>'jcv Inn, we have Im muIJj w! fin inuvJvrl it lei 
reaffirm ihe pnoniiei already nuMiOml ami nernua liar amed 
Kfwn Id proceed with liar implefnenEaiton of ihe program 

I bey hw have before them On final nlii—ln «nr made cm the 
iKMHWpCmn IhU the ceasefire would be reatooabl} rcupKied by 
ibr . u>iri uir C'mi-n ihr ntRari krvrl of «m Briar} aclrvily 
[hrLiuglwiul hViulh Wlnam »r nlimUr IhU «r will and I 
minimum hi* *4*M mJlH* im.it ih*a ihe projected 11.134 lit FY 
'4 That it broken Jaw* at fallows. 

I I If) for cmnd ammucxltoa 

7 fur n|pjinmrt nm caUed forward w abci»r prmram Irvrlt 
J300 tar priority RVNAF fn|«dnnoi loiinuirk 

I LO far —dM-al uappliDL 

13 Mi operate additional LST*a. 

M tar air n man aim. 
JIS-I for POL 

O. TV *MWo« tftkta I04a| of U*** mlhnn 44 the 11.12* 

bribO* bHBft in I,, Ihr U.lil nr J.1 *il *nlb:in wr will ncn.1 in thr 
fatal year to reaaoaably diwhaipr iwt KHnmittrtcfMi. I mimic I 
un tally aware of Ihe burden thh will nut o> the atrvUet hut I 
abo reiterate «n> ccfiYKlKM thai, given clear and unecjiuvocaJ 
tlarcinrnt of the pnomm ud ROahv hy Ihe kijheal levrli. their 
mpumly im> rrmurtcfulw^s snil fmO llic wj-y In irn.plcrn< ni 
buih drfiiHWHi 

The ncll day Aditural Bijctc-y cltrifW chc fund- 
ing aituatkm somewhat in a neuigc 10 General 
Murray {Msg* Bigley lo Murray, 272200Z D« TJ. 
Log 9 't>-7 ,V> Since 5 millkm had *1 ready been 
obiieaicd, only milhon remained for both 

countries for ihe Lut half of tlit- !"iw.tl vljh, iLl-i^hc 
ihe fact that S5-62.1 miLLion of unoblkgaied prior year 
fund* remained 

M ran wble, General Murray danfted ihe require- 
ment for fundi above ihe originally budgeted 



amount and specifically idenlified the crilical need 
for ammunition funds (Murray 10 Drig, Gen. Rich- 
ard H. Thomrr., 1 , ont st CXJ, DA, 2 Jan T4, Log 
094*7 ) AbOUl tUX nMlImn wm necessary Hi htiild 
up jmirmftWoR ftoelu and only S4i nullton re- 
mamed of unobligated FY 74 funds. General 
Murray was not a patient man: considerate of 
othen., thoroughly prornuorud.. perceptive, and 
highly skilled in the use of cotorfuJ language, hm 
not patten I }'r<im Christmas on hr hod beer cm thr 
receiving end Hif j plethora of vague — and some- 
limes inaccurate — messages from Washington and 
Honolulu concerning cuts in the MASF program, 
none of which provided him or the HVNAF *1arTV 
Ihe information they required to plan fuel and am- 

niiuiilK.in usajtcx flying hours, niiuilenuaqM Of WY 

other bwlfeied mOitiry activity for the rust tn 
months. His small capacity for forbearance virtually 
disappeared by 1 1 January, and he asked for Ihe 
answers he had been searching for" since first 
warned of the impending MASF reductions- tn a 
message 10 CLNCPAC and ihe Department of De- 
fense lISAf, Ik pul n tins way (Mag. Murray to 
Brig. Gen Charles A. Jackson. CINCPAC/Jft, II 
Jan 74. Log 038-74.) 

|. Dvnnf Ehr fusl nvmlh Ihnr hu Irrn ■ ilr1uU.r v.i friml iml 
act L'lunnrl nnufn trOOt *tTV*fe, jrJ USA A u* 1-Y ?J llalm 

and loipaut of new legiaauam 

? iBf.-irrrMlnin ipriro.:i»ii?<l but r.iihin f ..-i^lmiif n t^Hi«»(- 
ml rtwajjh » fart Wtl <tm wtinr wr aitually ilanil No t»ii 
n«unn .!lr Ihr umr fitur?*, aid VCNOBV of Iftfc hat 

ii-iT.I rtiu.li t uiKTrh. nuim Ljimife.tni and yatiaalty na ant«,-en 
J. Carinol dflrrnvinc »ht1bc? r»mb hcrr have hem cut w. if 
•ft. hum what Ift Wtial RrductHir iniimjicd. but nuihiin: .un 
• me O'awrnmj ybkfly that OolbM ipjajfiaatimroi nt* mf 
RVMAK vrsicn nuy he .ml nt bataALe before year-ead lance 
SITE [>¥.VS handle t«Ad.i lepuaidy 

4. UaeeriCavd FY 7* tnlmj fn. Vvturn -mj. H.|» 
mallnn, tneludmt VKO nua\#m >R>A lnr» itHiaaiaaail aaahem- 
ty) Reptmwny. 1414 BiiilHaurf >M)A b V*inam lad JK. millu» 
LaC4i Do aen know Laoi and Vhemara hreahoui of total 11,1 1-& 
mi 1 1 tin or uffkttk.tnce o( 113ft anllhm UitTeienKe abose SUA All 
thu 100 UKoncbxu^e loeHahliih meaningful ponncin for ntNjuB*- 
tnaaaf balance of year or in kmaw to what cstcpl WTvaar imi 
cvwnlry pnoralin dWmld bv uMrr-«tat«t 

5. BaaK rpimaiiii CaprJtcatnV to Yatuan — aot Laot) are: 

A !>■ w« nin* have KY 74 cxiuadl) dtlllar Uemlinj IO he 

nuiuaxd imciall at la tegular MAACi, or Jti cair aervaiea at 

Wa»h£n|(I«n tl>ll hasr icevrjle ir-ilm^i inaiia^nl ihrtMlfh cEvaa- 

nebt to DAO ternce diviuoaa? 

U What ii L4.v<iniiy unlina l^rt wivitr ltiIui^iI 1 

C What an other doUar m4ncl»nv if any. i[. MI'A. 

PC MA «t,T 

D What it NO A dollar hmrtalKm. and what m wrvwe bnat< 
ami of NOAj if in it < nlhaji milj" 

£ What tt etad HKnihcance of difference between NOA and 
ceilmjt. and what n ler^-ice breakml. if wrvke cnlin^ apply ' 

a trope** CtNCPAC Hecnne fecal peana for elanfyutj ear- 
i tin funding laalB and for fuaoeiinj{ D4AA and MlLDELP 
funding drvf iDftmrntt Id DAO balance of FY 74 Thi\ in ronw> 
Mm wilh MASF category IV proredum and wovld rlaaiinalc 
ilf injutv unvrrtamlan nmJirwin aad mr»»»cr IrafTK Alw »«nl 
rib uaytag wiihlfl. ceilang. coeiirauti W1O1 (tuued ■mtrui alimr 
runmrif at over a aatlhon doOari a day r anaitrn can (tt tpntLlv 
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Him uiik-^ » ( lr,..i* |M: lm+ 4 pa*/ l> |lir MMIg 11*1 

■ ppHorirulKin loarjini 

The rciptMiw; he got from Hawaii shed some 
light — diffused though il was — on the subject The 
news wn not all comforting (Msg. Jackson lo 
Murray. 1604 1 3Z Jui 74. Log Mi-74.) The Defense 
Department comptroller had determined thjt Viet- 
nam's ihare of 1he new obligation*! authority would 
be about 51205 milium ntihrr irun ihe original 
S3 1 3' ft 14 million estimate. But the question regard- 
ing the 51,126 million ceiling, and where the money 
would come from U> permit ohhgaimns up to it, WW 
not dcfiTuich answered. The administration wu 
planning io ask the Congress to raise the authociza- 
ulhi to St. 4 billion far FY 74; this, according lo 
CINCPAC would "allow use, of all possible dollars, 

including prim )<-ars" t'INt TAt" reminded { Irner- 
al Murriiy, although (Uncial Muriay wu already 
painfully iwiic of n, i hiit hillIi of the SS20.5 mit- 
Hmi of FY 74 money hid ilrcidy been obligated. 
mad Ihe ceiling increase wu required to authorize 
additional obligations, assuming that prior year 
funds con-Id he found and vied. 

Answers io General Mumy'i other question* 
were deferred for further sludy. Bui the most cro- 
cks] issue, how much total money would be availa- 
ble for the FY 74 program, remrti ncd in douhc. 
.illhoufth Washington advised General Murray t»n 
20 January that j supplenlcnCat increase would he 
requeued of Congress lo bring the country program 
up to H.054.8 million. (Msg, Maj. Gen. Peter C. 
Olenchucl, ODCSLOQ, DA. lo Murray 20220SZ 
Jin 74, Log 066-74.) 

This amount would reduce the concern in Saigon 
-ubsciniially. bu1 Congressional ro[Mny: to siuh j 
requesl would nral likely be negative Meanwhile 
the w« continued and supplies dwindled as mora- 
loriuim were imposed mi requisitioning- ]*niding the 
outcome of Ihe budgetary impasse 

General Murray did not wait for further defim- 

t:sc uoxd from \V .-ishington or Hawaii. Early m 
January he began a series of confern-.i c-- wnh the 
RVNAF Logislici slaff, principally with General 
Khuycn and General Cao Van V'icn. Chief of the 
Joint General Slaff. to impress upon them I he need 
to conserve supplies, panicularly ammunption- 
Withoui divulging all lhai he knew about the FY 74 
program, he urged them Co apply strict controls 
against the likelihood of diminished resources. Gen- 
eral Vjen reacted immediately. New available 
supply raics (ASR) were applied on all cntural 
ammunition items on 25 February, reducing further 
Ihe ASRj General Vien had ordered on 23 January. 

Meanwhile, General Murray continued to receive 
new interpretation* of ihe money summon iron 
Washington- The SI. 1 26 million ceiling on obliga- 
tion-, during FY for Vicirum and Ljo*. whether 
from current or prior year funds, was reiterated 



A gainst chiselling, tin- IVpartmenl of Defense h... I 

allocated S7l.NI million for Ilif Arms I of which $JOl 

million was anununilion for Vietnam!, S26 million 
for the Navy, and S400 million for Ihe Air Force. 
Since SS26 5 million had already been obligated as 
of 30 November I97J. only $229 S million remained 

for all m?i vices (and this included funds fur L*Ot), ID 
this message. General Murray mils ad used ihat rise 
Department of Defense was planning to ask Con- 
gress (o raise the ceiling Lo S 1.6 billion, ml her than 
to $1.4, (Olcnchuck to Murray. ODCSI .(X?, DA, 
0422W7Z Feb 74.) 

General Murray viewed this information with 
some skeptictsm, since he understood Ihe mood of 
the Congress and ihe effects of Watergate on Preai- 

den! Sij.oii\ Vietnam LommitmcnU ahou| as wdl 9* 
miyone did 111 Washington Die most he could plan 

on was che Vietnam share of ihe 11,126 million, 
which by Ihu lime had been refined by the Depart- 
ment of Defense to 1 l,M9 million. 

In early February. General Murray tried 10 c*- 
plain in a message to CINCPAC and Washington 
why Ihe ceiling imposed overly severe restrictions 
on the Vietnam program, how Ihe situation had 
changed since the program's drafting imH> l , '~\ 
and ihe impact of those changes on ftVNAF re- 
quirements. Since the FY 74 program had been 

agreed Upon. Mgiiificaal price increases had oc- 
curred in equipment and fuel and ihe level of 
combat anticipated Tor a cease-fire period did not 
pertain, Increasing enemy capabilities created a 
high-threat environment; on inflation rate of 65 per, 
Cent in Soulh Vietnam drove subsistence COW* cor- 
respondingly up. ihe imposition of a ceiling after 7) 
percent of Ihe funds had been obligated left no 
flexibility for adjustment of priorities, the inability 
to identify Ihe vial us of prior year funds to be 
applied io the S1.«S4 million ceiling created the 
possibility of Overcommitment and compelled ihe 
suspension of oil Army requisitions for the past two 
months; the apparent inclusion of other unanticipat- 
ed cissH wnhm Ihe ceiling, such as packing, crating. 
handlLnp. and shipping further reduced the amounts 
available for RVNAF support; and bookkeeping 
adjustments had placed considerable FY 73 costs 
onto FY 74 funds <Msg. Murray to Lt. Gen. Wil- 
liam O. Moore. CbfS, CINCPAC, 0910332 Feb 74, 
Log 130-74) 

Vice Adm. Raymond Peec, Dircccor of Miliury 
Assistance in Ihe Department of Defense, appreciat- 
ed General Murray's lucid assessment and assured 
him thai it would help support the Secretary of 
IVv-nve's icuucst to raise the congressional ceiling 
to SI, 6 billion. {Msg, Peet io Murray. 2222 12Z. Feb 
74, Log 168-74.) 

Formal hearings on appropriations for South 
Vietnam began in the Senate Armed Service* Com- 
mittee on 12 March 1974. Meanwhile, ihe severe 
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contrtil* Gcnernl* V«rn and Khuycn hnd placed On 
ammunition expenditures were having some saving 
results. Dy mid-April, however, the on -hand stock- 
age of the most critical Hem «f urnmunilion — 
mm. hewitjter. high explosive was Mill da-ngertiiw 
K low; only aboui S3 days of supply remained and 
less than thai if li^lt cuisuinpiiMri rates, required to 
repel a major offensive were appl ied 

Aside trOnt ihe oppnsi i mn of nunj influential 
nvinlKn chf the Houm: and Smalc tt» jiiv sizable 
assistance for Vietnam, the Department of Defense 
and i he services were further handicapped in ihcir 
efforts lo convince the responsible committees that 
additional monies should be made available for Viet- 
nam because seemingly no imc in ;my Dfl'cnw 
agency knew Imw much pm>r year mimry had been 
obligated Qf what supplies and equipment had al- 
ready been provided. In any case, the Senate Armed 
Service* CommiClee refused to raise Ihe 5l,l2o mil- 
lion ceiling on J ApnI. responding in Urge measure 
10 Senator lidward M Kennedy'* leadership. The 
mrsl tlay, the Hhiumt rejected llir adimmslfalion's 
request to raise the ceiling in 31.6 billion, ;n wt-Y, ,i- 
a compromise increase 10 St. 4 billion. The issue was 
dead* bul Ihe Defense Department kept trying. It 
informed 1he House and Senate Armed Services 
Committees thai it li;uj discovered i2*n million of 
urmhlijiali'd prior vear funds and askftl lo have 1hi- 
amount excluded from the etilLng The committees 
agreed thai this would be proper, but on 6 May, ihe 
Senate passed a resolution,, sponsored by Senator 
Kennedy, to Ihe effect lhat any expenditures over 
SI. 1 2b million in FY 74 would be illegal, 

The dispute between ihe administration and Con. 
gressover the FY 74 Vietnam program, clearly won 
by Ihe hitler, wis only the preliminary lo the main 
event: ihe fight for the C r ~Y 75 authorization and 
appropriation. 

By imposing rigid controls, ihe RVNAF rmuv 
aged Co survive through Ihe summer. Many of its 
vehrctas were on blocks,, its aircraft grounded be- 
cause of parts and fuel shortages, its radios silent for 
lack of naileries, and it* far-flung Outrwisis suffering 
from inadequate artillery support- The Mream L>f 
supplies had dwindled to a trickle, and weeks would 
pass after the start of the new fiscal year before the 
pipeline would again be (lowing. 

Meanwhde. ti literal Murray arrived in Washing 

ton at the end of April 1474 to consult whh the 
Defense Department and services on military aaaot- 
ance programs, He followed this visit with a brief, 
much needed vacation and returned to Vietnam 
toward the end of May. On 25 May, Admiral fiiglcy 
cabled General Murray lhat Ihe House had passed 
Ihe Defense Authorization Bill for FY 74 with the 
familiar ceiling of Si, 126 million for MASF. while 
ihe Senate Committee w» rcc<irnmending 5900 mil- 
lion. The b*»t L-innpcinniM- in committee tonfiTcnue 



lhat Defense could etpeci wu a Si tuition ceiling, 
bui I he likelihood that tint would be iiimmed on ihe 
Senate floor was great. The Admiral asked General 
Murray to furnish some impact statements dtrsenh. 
ing the results in Vietnam if the authorized program 
for FY 75 were SI. 1 26 million, or reduced respec- 
tively lo S900 million. 5730 million, or 1600 million. 
(Msg, Htgley lo Murray, 2321 IS7Z May 74. Log 
J 53*7*) 

General Mun.iy \aw Admiral Haley's message 
upon his return from Washington. His staff bejtan 
working on Ihe reply immediately, mid a 30-page 
message, carefully drafted by General Murray arid 
i iv.: ilk' '.iiinu-,i.ili.ih!i marks of i.n incisive rhe- 
toric, wpa ilisp.»u l:i tl on I June- (Msg, Murray to 
Bigley. 01 1 1 157. June 74. Log # J77-74.) 

11 »wU inn from half way around the world ihal eaotaKKhdy 
cfftvii** mw , i -jlil Iw- r-.j.ic lit sjecrrtary Schlomfer's coaimeiMi 
in ihr p*r« un : t Stay the nunfl irllnj JH£umn* n ihe p«nl he 
mmic Ml r l,Mi-jcnllv IBM ji Mt wr »ho Hilj lhc Swtt V«inam- 
esc rhii wt vtuulJ jtrve \httn the umh usl iho wimlil In', r i.i 
fiiwUi ihe- job li »u *ho UAjmiiok a cmiunimic-tii c, irpUvr 
Ikdr coinrui Vuet on ■ omt- for m ml- Imui. ti thiMild be rflipiu. 
uud itui all of til hoped in- Jiftuarp t9?J, m ihe lune of the 
ceaw.firc. Ihf dUkt udk would really cancrvE it li ili«i1d he 
\tr\ «n mural rhal ikt GVN |<»ies wK>t only in mwipoufr. ifcoua 
t* hvh u r t in do mrfhma out in mar<nd ha«T not hnn rrrlacnl 
V- wr pri-mnwul TV imfunfliwr iti |Hc »hii*r n*«l» Sr 
lfTnr.ph-iiirr^l jf-Jn irjilmj.: St :iili : K runerly'i OHTimrnli jHrmK 
ihe ilehwe oa hi* anfeea^meni to rlimiiiair ihr SJiA ■Mlltuti 
rrpaynvfii aurhcinty . The Setuof wai eiifenw-l) Lareful id ny lo 
pntail nil lhal hit pfoooudi inwadnKiH *oulJ run really irifple 
the South Virinamnc miUlirr effort and implicidi rei:c^iiied 
1hr oMiaalKifvi. »lnch Ihe Snirtary had po a td cwl. u racotded 
ahcisi ThcnrfotT. ll wmU *cr™ «tcTul ui i.ikr |St v. '. iji'.\ 

CiimnKTli av Ihe p. -inf . f .Irpjrlurr J.ril Si:- Jfiv<- tuimr <hjl in) 

nanhtf feJuvruBt* will *em.->inl> Lfipptr she Sfiu;h \ H-injnx-K- 
c j fatal it i, ut Je fc*J theflthdlvei and will be a vmUiioa L,r ihe 
cleai undtnaanilinaa Ibry had fmm n al ihe lime of ihe Leake- 
fire. 

Oeneral Murray then reviewed the current situa- 
tinjn and the impacl FY 7-1 funtlntp cunstrumts had 
had OR the RVNAF. "Cuts and eco4umiL-v have 
mortgaged the future/' he told Washington. The 
entire program wn in trouble. Because stock re- 
pIcwMtmenl rwd been at a virtual siandstrll for over 
ft>iir months, the niockugr <if many ctjmmnn supplies, 
warv below >jfct> levels. Included in tins oalegory 
were clothing, spare parts, tires, batteries, and M-lb 
rifle barrels. Despite intensive management of short- 
ages to afford minimum combat support to engaged 
units, ihe de-Lullim- talc on vehicles, weapons, and 
communications equipment wax htmnd n> increase 
during the next quarter. In other word*, even if ihe 
authority lo requisition the supplies needed were 
provided al that moment, the log in order-to-ship 
time weight prevent immediate recuperation. 

When it had first become apparent that the assist- 
ance program was in trouble, economies had been 
made in the usage of motor vehicle and marine 
fuels The RVNAF staff had estimated that they 



Ihc Drrtinr . 

could afford to operate about 70 percent of Ihc 
vehicle and nival fleet* But even this drastic mew 
ure Ml not enough The reduction in the fuel 
prog nun permitted support of only Si percent of 
South Vietnam'! equipment operating at severely 
curtailed levels. 
The qu*Uly and rrsponwenevs of the medical 

service had also suffered. Stocks of lUppliev many 

of which were in ttic hfesaving category, were 
variously depleted, such is blood collection bigs, 
intravenous fluids, antibiotic*, and surgical draft- 
ing*. Meanwhile, hospital admissions of wounded 

inCfPtaH from H.750 per monlh during ihc first 

three months of 1974 to over ! 0,000 per month by 
summer and would continue to rise is enemy oper- 
ations intensified. The onset of the wet monsoon 
would bring with it the scourge of falciparum mal- 
aria, in the- northern provinces, arul ihc supply i>t 
insect repellent for the troop* wa.> cfchaustsd. In 
foci, the total supply picture was bleak. Roughly 
half the items on itockage lots were not there, and 
shipment* into the depot* hod fallen off dramatical- 
ly: from about 24,000 metric tons received in March 

In less linn 8,000 in May. 

Other effects of the cut-back in fundi were readi- 
ly apparent The moratorium imposed on requiii- 
linn* prevented the timely ordering of rsseniial part* 
for ihc engine-rebuild program, and the lack of 
certain Jong-lead-time pi.ru would aoon stop pro- 
duction lines of truck and jeep engines, as well ** 
power generators. The dependent shelter program 
was cancelled m it* entirety The ARVN engineers 
had to adopt I cv\ expensive and less durable meth- 
ods in the program cm improve Ime* of communica- 
tion, a temporary saving to be offset by increased 
maintenance cost*. 

Because nf ihc ves en- control* placed on ammuni- 
tion usage, and because ammunition was Riven I up 
priority for available fundi, ibe stockade of ammum- 
Hon had remained relatively constant during the last 
half <if the rival year. Nevertheless, an NVA at- 
tempt to seize and hold the Iron Triangle had im- 
posed ncu demand', tin the system. These demand* 
were likely to increase Roughly 177,000 short ton* 
of ammunition had been on hand in South Vietnam 
It ceasefire. Including ammunition in transit 
through April 1474. DAO calculated that only 
121,000 short tons would be available by the end of 
that month. With only (301 million allocated for 
ammunition purchase in FY 74, it would be impossi- 
ble to regani the cease-fire ammunition posture. 
That amount of ammunition, million worth, 

could be USMl in k» limn three miuithi of intensive 
combat and would disappear in nine months even it 
the autfere rates imposed by JGS. 

The adequacy of ammunition *tockage had not 
been foreseen as a problem when the Military A*, 
sutance Command. Vietnam, was preparing to turn 
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over the i» agenicni of U.S. military assistance to 

DAO r Saigon. The MACV planners expected that 
the cease-fire would lAc hold enough in permit 
culling ARVN ammunition usage by up to 7u per- 
cent in some categories. Further, it was anticipated 
that by reducing the allowable expenditure rates, 
the level of eombal would drop accordingly, pro- 
viding more encouragement for a true cease- fire 
environment to develop. While ihc U.S. c-nuld and 
did impose anmuiihion restrictions on die RV'NAF 
through ihc budgetary pfOCC*i and by rslanlishmg 

"defense etpenditure allocations," which amounted 
to dictating ihe number of rounds ihat could he 
expended per weapon per day, unfortunately no 
such restriction applied to the NVA. Consequently, 
as die Idnpo of Lumbal increased, the ARVN WO» 
compelled In nca-J I he expenditure limits, and Ihc 
funds allocated lo replace the slocks were not Suffi- 
cient. Furthermore, although (he RVNAP exceeded 
ihc iatc\ on which the million allocation woa 
based, ihc ammunition esprnditures were far below 
those of prior yeans even 1 hough the level of 
combat in many individual engagements was equiv- 
alent to the most interne periods of the 1?6B and 
lv72 offensive*. 

While ammunition commuted a management 
problem fin i he DAO mid JOS. the impact of the 
restrictions ui ihc field was immediate anil often 
decisive. Experienced infantrymen, accustomed lo 
carrying mi j;ri'iijui-. into battle hut now limilcd 1o 

two. responded with let* confidence and aggrc*arvt- 
nes* to order* to advance and were lew tenacious m 
■•Ming threatened positions- Defenders in belea- 
guered outposts, restricted to two or 1hree mortar 
or artillery rounds, were not inclined lo wart and 
watch enemy sapper* hreajt through lht ' ;i " ■' 

drag i heir rrcoillcss nfle* into firing position after 
ARVN artillery had Tired Its meager allocation, 
Artillery was limited I© dearly identified targe is. 
jud liuijssiiin fues were stopped altogether. While 
experienced infantrymen and arlillcrs men could 
argue the worth or extravagance of such fire* 
placed on trails and suspected assembly areas, they 
made enemy operations more difficult and hence 
had some value, however difficult to quantify. Al- 
though tactical and long-line communications were 
m poor condition, the need to economize still per- 
tained. The RVNAP took measures lo reduce Ihe 
consumption iif radio haitenes by 25 percent. By 
combining nets, such as air/ground with command, 
they reduced the number uf radius in up? ration and 
even then could plan on operating fewer than Hi 
dayi per month. As tactical efficiency suffered, ca- 
sualties mounted After noting that 41 percent of the 
authorized stoefcage lt*t for tactical communications 
equipment hid been depleted. General Murray re- 
porlcd(ihtd.): 
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|;^i|imrni in ibe LLiiriNii diiiMHis n urfKmng between .M In 40 
pnvm iVuIlirtd nv. I he ditnaon* arc k^in* owi munis' a two 
flcuMny ami in MK 1 lui mci li.inp.ir iinm-uk -rlrprumc *nij 
teletype communa'altoni bp illMrbcd ftneo. u*.Ji « ranger umi\ 
ihudoul ponna V1IF TOtV. mti TV 23 i-Jh, 

iipemwHial rcbdincw had decayed In *T frtwrm U4. moduli- ■ml 
other rrpaar part* ASL Imn irr m wit.i Kd^y r mini art uiippwig 
lb* i<r*ir pwttuYlvui linr* fin \hn uihci AS/HiC-JJ teleispe 

^Uip™>Cnl in |hr *ifJ Liimmuiaj!ii>ni t-h-slcrtl t% >unUlllia fkini 

lack of repair \mrU ARVN tun wljimnj so prunmii aad m 
reducing, lacteal d"T*M*m tn- 40 percent of awbonaedl Tt>/E 
teletype ands Iu|iupinrni Mill be >*»ibdr«»fi frum the Uisukmu 

*e*J VKd dl tlii.- jrt-j l ninmunlL jl iiin-k h^^frJIl n", hud* ihe 111 fe^fa 

volume iiT rev-Mi] iralTu, n |KLk.in.ichI JiuJ inn-uaHi nil (.'iwnrpwed 

-dcpfclptai i>/i,iinim.uMiL Jlnmi pans Sir* II •. f< Jting a calaMFDflhr 

iv ifcirji in -in alrrail> tc-fututls ilegraded uclnal oonununKi- 
inwpimvit' 

Long-line -com munieat ions, which ihe U-S. mis- 
iiion il«> relied on for Us own need*. Per* in similar 
difficulty, Even though emergency action had been 
taken to reprogrem FV 74 fund* for the long-line 
system, all comjuumc 3.110ns were cApc-cicd to decay, 
anil if sutTLcir-nl funds were nol provided in FY 75,. ■ 
collapse could be predicted. 

The funding pinch wis fell in the VNAF pro- 
gram a* well. Requisitioning of essential "'mnve- 
shooi.coininunicaie" items for aircraft and support - 
inj; equipment had hurt ii severely curtailed since 
January 1974. The mull was I hut one-fifth cf the 
force was grounded for maintenance, n condition 
bound to worsen before FY 75 fund* would hive 
any effeel 

The wiiiaiion with ground combat equipment was 
iriikilar For example, in early March, the deadline 
rale for medium tanks was 25 percent; by mid-May, 
I he lack of repair parts bad forced the rak' in .15 
percent The availability fit arum red personnel ear- 
nen- i!i, r-.i -i filling vehicle of Ibe armored cav- 
alry, wu sinking to only one-half of organizational 
strength. In December 1971 RVNAF"* mobility, 
exemplified by Ihe air movement t>f ihe ARVN 23d 

Ilivsvion from Kmiluin and the rapid shift of I he lid 

Division io cover the gaps, had been crucial in 
rescuing Qiuung Due Province. This mobility had all 
but vanished with Ibe decline in funding for mainte- 
nance; requirement* and the akyrockenng c-mt* of ah 
supplie*. particularly fuel 

Milihirj stance. Fiscal Vear 1*75 

.Such wu i he situation facing the RVNAF a 
Congress began to deliberate Ihe FY 75 military 1 
assistance program. A proposal or 51 billion bod 
been developed in Saigon in September I 1 * 7.1 based 
on requirements and prices known at that time. 
After hearings mi the FY 1i Military Procurement 
Bill, ihe House Armed Services Committee recom- 
mended SI 4. billion for 1he FY 7J Vietnam M ASF 
Program, but ihe Kowe on 22 May passed iin ver- 
sion of ihr bill with a S 1 . 1 26 billion limit. 



■'IRS TO CAPtTUl A MUX 

AlihoiLtrh in ihr ten intervening months much had 
happened n> change priorities, the changes could be 
*n.in.i^ed under a SI J? hillicm prtipram, anil ihe 
critical rlrmcnit could he di>nt? within a SI. 1 36 
billmn ceiling. General Murray was especially con- 
cerned about the need lo expand depot repair focih* 

ties. Below Si 126 billion, this rvquicf menl w» Out 

■M r»'.L, h Hul the ^miesi problems were caused by 
mllniioa. Ground ammunition was programmed at 
S*X) million; when Apnl 1974 prices were posted, 
the cost was 5500 million The prices of other 
ccinmon, high-volume supplies had gndergonp com- 
parable increase*. Wtuii had appca^rd to be a gencr- 
mis program dufinii ihr IV7.1 planning days. h;id 
hcconiL- an austere one. 

Another mailer of concern was thru Mouth Viet- 
namese Air Force and Navy «|uipmeni Intvsvs had 
not been replaced in FY 74 and ihe U S- eoninut- 
menl In replace losses on a ane-for-oiie basil had not 
been fulfilled Although surpluses existed in some 
eategories at cease-fire and aJI knl equipment need 
not have been replaced, the almost complete lack of 
replacements hindered tactical opefauonv particu- 
larly those of the VNAF- Specifically, a* General 
Murray piuniw! nut. VN'AF pilots were taking such 
cxtrpnur mejHune* to reduce losses that iheir bomb- 
[ng and strafing techniques were ineffective. VINAF 
had lost 281 aircraft since the cease-fire (including 
66 transferred to the USAF) and had received only 
eight 0-1 "s xa replacements- The Navy had lost it) 
ships and boats, and none had been replaced In 
essence, if the FY 75 program were held to SI. 1 26 
million, ihe minimum operational requirements of 
the RVNAF COUM be supported, h»il mie- for-one 
replacement of losses could imH be accomplished, 
and very til tie investment m hinjj-lcicn projects ssj^ 
pw.sih(e. The current restrictions on mobility — only 
49 percent of the vehicles would be operated, for 
csaniple — and the severe controls on ammunition 
usage would be continued General Murray con- 
cluded his discussion on RVNAF capabilities under 
Ihe s-on^iraints of a 51. 1 2b billion FY 75 program 
wilh an unequivocal, ppopbeiic statement: RVNAF 
■.Minks tic t j]>iiblc i'f defending the country against 
the FY 74 level of enemy activities and of counter- 
ing country-wide high-point* nf enemy aclivity. but 
n.M c.ip.-ihli' ot dt-rrnihriL'. a^aiusl a sustained tnaj^r 

iiIIl hsivc. tlhid . msg. of 1 Jun 74.) 

Reductions below Ihe SI, 1 26 million ceiling could 
only have a disastrous effect on RVNAF capaheh 

iH-v and morale, and cOTTespoiid mj^ly enluuvce ihe 
i-ncniy'v p. ■■If iili.il If I he celling v. vie I educed to 
S740 million, no investment program, thai is, equip- 
ment buys, could be supported at all, Critical open 
atkmal requirements — fuel, ammunmrHi, spnrt- pmis, 
medical and communicajtioni supplies— would not 
h« met The construction program would be elimi- 
nated. VNAF flying hours would be further re- 
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duced. Training would" be llashed severely, as 
would the maintenance p TO gr iaM of the Army. 
Navy, and Ait Force. The Impact on RVNAF 
capabilities would be ihut the RVNAF could no 
longer defend the country agamst 3 level of enemy 
jcii viiy approximating that of ihr paai 12 room hi. A 
program of 1*750 million "would cause 1 he GVN to 
abandon Urge segments uf ihc country jnJ weaken 
possibilities and priittabiliLici of a rttfgolillcd seltle- 
■aHt" 

In hu concluding paragraph* General Murray 
summarized ihc impacts of nicccsuvrLy austere sup- 
port 4 Ibid.): 

In Ifar fml (wl^ !r»™ <J * 1 KmjMy ripiue ihjei in luppon » 

km nf rral r^-Mr Ai Ihc -uUiaj; c-iSpr ul Ihr HVlSAp U Mll*l£ll 

and 1hr cpmr cemtMri iu rnipfosr <u (tMbu fHMUioa and 
lueiH*:*! hate. »J! nc« ™ « IWM to IrK Sa^o*. t3elu 

maindngh tn 4 wilifarJI. »rwrihi*titiiiniii n r L ,lk,*i 

f» il J24 MlpCWl kwtl— frvdwl dc(r»<Lll.>«m ..r r^ulpmml tow- 

»nh irmle»l irr*r*rt » «nrt-ytw» t JlUr rcertT <* ftriihlii ) in 
meet ■ Mjof enemy nf&nwiv* m FY 7* ft" > JW milium ktri— 
drpadiftai of et|i»r>n>ent tn*c thai will ruse sipntfivint imp* 1 
bjf inrd or fourth quarter of FY TS No ■cwrr-'C nr flr"*nli<> 
meet mtfot uflom is FY TV (c.J *7» radii™ level— cqinf>- 
nra loan not wpfwuJble. OpeiatKMn nO") fandh »™kJ not 
uippofl tunt<ofc tetrdefaBM rrquiienKaU Aay chance of 
hiving. Hhmh we Lhe li phi ud come n> cotiiertnce uMt- 4, -mid 
be Usaijdy dinwiiihed It tmtmy coaunua currtiu level of mill- 
uiy aecivay. JOfV Al : could oaky defend! leleoieJ ueu at cam- 
try. id.) Storj BfetlluB lewl-wrue aft" JtVK at had lavennfai 
jihil N'.'Lrh f**pfnrkc CiVS w.-ulJ Ji 1 . v. til Ui Iliii^ nh Ul 
ami [)vtu iHx The Vietnamese are a ilrirraktiwd frtipfc, cifuNc 

i«f Jcfc7talili|t [hrnlicKrt ami jir,i f .lr«iii* CCLlhiiaHCally. fihVb-»lr4 
Ihcy «K BlVrt Ihc U*ll* Hff firnitiiw-d llimi »lirn rtc JriiUrJ <n 

end nr own mittlary particinjii.-rfi il •*h'i hullim will ptovKle 
tine oarBhat tlmali of a vaHr defenw 

Ott 1 1 Junt, lhe Seute patatd the FY IS Miliary 

I'rcx-urpmrnt Hill wilh 1 l°Ot> mdln>n hrnil on Viet- 
nam MASF- In Sf natc-Ht>i«e conference the Innil 
wa» rawed to 11 billn.ni, and a bdl ineladrng that 
amimnit v.*x vigned hy the I'rwdenl on ? Aufpjct- 
Hui it noon hecame apparent thai the nppropriilion 
Tor Vietnam would be much tew. On 1% aj»d 24 
September, the House and Senile appropriated only 
J"T00 million for Vic I nam in 1he [Iflrnwr Appropri- 
ation Bill for FY 75, The 11 billion cdling became 
irrcletanl. The milium appropriation, further- 
more, covered all »hjppin£ enpemc*. certain unde- 
livered FY 7.1. 71 Hcim ami L-iunminncnlv u well a% 
Ihc OpcraiiOrial wnls of ihr DAO ilvelf. leaving lex% 

Ihnn (500 tniLhon to be applied 10 ihc operational 
requirements of lhe RVNAF. 

Hb term of a«ignmenl completed, and Hieing 
retirement. General Murray left Saigon in August 
and devoted his final nciive duty days m «^uee?ing 
OS much OUt Of the $700 millmn anil prulr year funds 
u possible Meeting wilh Dcfrnvc offiuiaK and «rv. 
ice ctiicfv he managed some urudl sacceaaeL But 
none could reverie the irend of dimin»hing L'.S. 
suppt>n 



Meanwhile, Deputy Commander of L'SSAG, 
Maj Gen. Ira Hunt came over to Saigon from his 
headquarters in Nakhon Phanom. Thailand, to fill m 
» llcli'iiwi Aiuchc until lhe newly aprKiinicd Maj 
Gen . Homer Smnh could arrive. General Hum con- 
tinued lhe conferences and working session* be- 
tween DAD and RVNAF MalTs to revbc the 
MAM- program sviihin (he STOP million appropri- 
ation, which at thai lime was all bul certain. The 
ARVN would gel about $410 million, hair of what 
it needed. Army ammunition requirements alone, 
originally estimated at 5400 million* would be 5500 
■I 1974 price*. The VNAF would receive about 
1160 million. Icjui than M\ pi r^'iit of its requirement, 
while the Navy would have 10 male do wilh about 
I 1 ) million. 

Draconian measures were applied. Only 55 per- 
cent of available transportal ion could be fueled, and 
tactical movement required the approval of the 

corps L-iwrinuiJvder Bandage* and surgical dri-vsiugs 
were washed and reused ;n wttc Other disptihiiMe 

surgical supplies such as hypodermic syringes and 
needles, intravenous sets, and rubber gloves, Re- 
placement criteria for combat boots were changed 
from ui to nine months, and the issue of boot socks 
dropped from ihree to two pairs per year. Am muni 
lion issues were even more ligKlly controlled iban 
before. In ihc Air Force, squadrons were rcduLrd 
from 66 lo 34; no replacements were ordered Tor 
162 destroyed aircraft; flying hours, contractor sup- 
port and supply levels were further reduced; and 
224 urcraft were placed in storage, among them all 
61 remaining A-l bombers* all 52 C-7 cargo air- 
planes. 34 CM7 and C-119 gunshrps, all il 0-2 
observation airplanes, and i\ UH-l helicopters- 
Aiming other operational reductions, ihc Navy in- 
aclivated 21 of its 44 riverine units. This was hardly 
the posture Tor an armed force on the eve of its filial 
bank- for survival. 

.Suit on Sanrrei 

General Murray's raessage file was a prime source 
of information Ambassador Graham Martin con- 
tributed his own message on the subject, and Gener- 
al Murray provided the auihoc a cofflprehcuMvc 
review of the entire chapter, adding significant rrcv* 
inrormaiion and insigln 

The aulhor participated in frequent discussions on 
the subject while in DAO Saigon and referred to his 
own mites and recollections, the DACJ Security 
and AssMiance Division's fact vhecis and reports 
were also essential sources of precise fiscal data. 

V-u -I'.ipvr .iiuOHatiis sscru .i-vd 10 repon congrcs- 
sional activity .trul [>AO Saigon Quarterly Ane»- 
men is sspie used for information mncermng the 
status nf RVNAF during this pcitod. 
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1974, Year of 
Decision 

Critical decisions leading to an end to the third 
Indochina war were made in Washington and Hanoi 
in 1974, In Washington, Congress reduced military 
assistance to South Vietnam 10 below operating 
levels. a deciswin thai Mmtmdy undermined Smilh 
VicinaiiitMr llmiiKh power and will to continue the 
struggle. While in Hanoi, taking fresh heart from 
Che political Tali of Richard Nixon and waning Con- 
gressional support of the war h Communist leaden 
deckled thai 1^75 would be the year of final victory. 

Kstiraate* and I'Uuw 

In early October 197?, the DAO, Saigon. Suggest- 
ed lhal North Vietnam had lhrcc course* of action 
from which il would select the one mi*vi Lilclj ii> 
provide the earliest achievemenl of its national goal, 
the conquest of South Viclnam. The first was politi- 
l-jJ creating « recognized government within South 
Vietnam capable of c<impetiri}C in ihe ev<™.iinN,- and 
political struggle. "1 In- ■--....•■ml .i limned military 
offensive designed io create a military, economic . 
and political situation beyond the capability of 
South Vietnam to handle The third a major mili- 
tary t>ffen>ivF to cause the immediate collapse of 

Souih Vietnam's jpOvcrnmenl and arnu'tl fWcei, 
The DAO postulated lli.il \,Tlh Vu'lnan; ■. ■. . i ■. 1 1 l I 

base its decision for 1974 primarily on expectations 
of Soviet and Chinese military and economic sup- 
port and on an assessment of the probable U.S. 
madtM to in escalation of the war. Enough was 

know n arHml liUitiij] t 'Mm muni si ***isl*nve and lh L - 
Stic Of NVA Stockpiles. Imwcul, IO conclude that 

logistics woutd not inhibit a major NVA offensive. 
On the other hand, little could be said about the 
reaction* of the Soviets or Chinese to a major NVA 
offensive, oof could anyone estimate *-ith confV 
dence the influence they could or would e!wii on 
ihe North Vietnamese But the DAO did know that 
North Vietnam's leadership was cognizant of the 
decline of U.S. support for Soulh Vietnam and 
would not be inclined toward caution 



The political option would be indecisive because 
the VC infraMTuciuic was too weak, South Vietnam 
too strong, and a reversal would lake a long lime, 
The gre.U effort undvr way by the NVA to improve 
its offensive capability in (he South indicated over- 
whelmingly the inclination toward a military course 
of action. The OAO concluded that North Vietnam 
was not yel ready for a major, decisive offensive— 

<Jc.\pilc heavy inhllfatnm of replacement*, mine 

NVA units in the South were still too far under- 
strenglh— but that as the failures of Ihe political 
struggle became more evident, the NVA would 
embark on a phased offensive, to create gradually 
conditions beyond the capacity of South Vietnam to 
cope with, While pursuing this military course of 
actum North Vsetnam would continue political and 
economic actions io support it and proceed with ihe 
development of Ihe military st rength required for a 
decisive offensive. 

In the early spring of L<0-t, Hanoi"* military lead. 

era met Io study the resolutions of the Lao Dong 
Parly Central Committee's 21st Plenum. The DAO 
had scant knowledge of this event at the time, but 
ihe strategic concepts thai emanated from this coun- 
cil paralleled remarkably Ihe Saigon assessment. In a 
post bellum account. Senior General Van Tien 
Dung, the architect of the final offensive, described 
the situation as viewed from Hanoi (quote* from 
Foreign Broadcast Information Service. Datfy 
Rrport; Asia and PociJk. vol. IV, no 110. Supple- 
ment u, 7 jun imy 

. . . (he party Ceatnl Ccwnribcc'i. 2 Lit Plenum held ia OcMbrt 
1*71 ic1 TdTth 1hc mflh.n1 irf v™hin»n S Ibr piililfcjj Kiildalj mil 
Jiph-miiu kliugfln Ji:J |-,i-,ln! rill I hr \hk\h (if rhe WVOfllUOn 

tn the Iowa ii the pad] of revoJuuoairy violence Mo matter 
uhji it* Miuiik.n. ue miw firrr.h K r * h r- 'It ■ -pr- ■■ i'_r.ii y and the 
tliiSrik tHTrmi^T llrw iwwj rfftv* (kulbir k^Jmhlp in adsutc 
Ihr «iuihrtn itvuIuiii* True Kvalwianary urenflh it bcuJi tm 
uifnfl and a buic requirement m ibe new utualion tn MircK 
19T4 Uk CenlrmJ Military llirtji Owrrunlec wen I piki wwtm tu 

HwTCMJBfllj- «*JV WhJ ioiplfir^r.1 111? poll) CVnlrjl fimnullcr 

r™iWm Tin- Lummubce ■juerrri TV Vietninew revciuriou 
ma) develop through vinom tranutxHul Mages, ud iL can nil; 
kliif t ncDcas by way of nohncc wHb Ihr lupfuwt of puStlKs) 

Wtd milrt«r> fiKV^: <i ihr *ir muom i hi ■ large* u-.lr. » 

rrvniutii»Mj>- «u will be waftd to *u> total victory. TV 
WHiiaeni revolution mini firmly onuf> ine concept of Mralegx' 
oflrawe. We unul mdultty tmnteriltack and itlack ihe 

twin), unci *T nimi firmlj munUm ml ilrvfl T - «iui «rUvr 
f4Hil«1n Hi all IclfaXlL 

The conference of the Central Military Party 
Ct»mniiitee completed its work and presented its 
plan to the Central Party Committee, which ap- 
proved it Orders went out Io the military regions* 

directing training and maintenance preparations in 

the North and prescribing offensive operations for 
the expeditionary army in the South. How these 
operations were conducied. why tome succeeded 
and others failed, is the subject of triit and the 
following chapters, Major events occurred in each 
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military region, and only in ihe Jell* of Sooth 

Vicliusn's VliliUfj Kvjjum 4 .mil Ihc border HW Of 
Sviy Rieng Province, Cambodia, wan the R VN AF 
ihc clear victor, In Military Region X although the 
ARVN eventually ejected. I he NVA from the tron 
Triangle, this cosily suc^nt wu vastly oversha- 
dowed by the critical lou of Phuoc Long Province 
la the NVA, In the highland! of Military Regjon* [ 
«nd 5. all rciroi m ii|5 Outposts ft' 11 tti NVA allncl and 
the pfotrxtivc v.- ret 'i around Hue and Da. Nang 
continued to decay. 



The. Tri I'liup { 'am paign 

Cambodia's Svay Rieng Province ts ■ 60-mile- 
long salient, only 16 mite* wide al its neck, thrmt 
into ihc nch del la itf Vietnam, ending in whsi was 
called ihc Paxrot's Beat Vi miles west of Saigon. 
Although the Cambodian government maintained a 
garrison at ihc province capital, il did 10 Only al ihe 
sufferance of ihc NVA, which com relied die u'st ..-I" 
the province and did not consider the hostile Cam- 
bodians ■ threat of any significance The only threat 
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in ihe NVA in Svay Rieng came from lhc RVXAF 
operating oul of the provinces which enclosed Ihe 
-hitienl on three sides Tay Ninh, Hau Nghia and 
Kien Twng' A* far as the South Vietnamese were 
concerned. Svay Rieng and Ihe sizable enemy Force* 
and hues il con I lined constituted ■ serious threat lo 
the security of ihe three bordering province* and 
was lhc source of innltraliim and supprtM of enemy 
forces, throughout ihe northern delta. Consequently, 
the RVNAF maintained oul posit and operational 
base* as close » p<ivwb1c to ihe international frontier 
ki disu the movement id enem y forces and supplies 
into South Vietnam. (Map 12} 

North of lay Nmh City lhc RVNAF was ji a 
disadvantage- The forest* cf northern Tay Ntnli 
Province bcUmgrd u> tlic NVA, and the principal 
port of entry, Lo Go, could be reached only by air 
strikes. But from Tay Ninh City south lo Mau Nghia 
Province, ihe RVNAF maintained bates west of ihe 

V«n Co tfcinji Ftivrr lhal impeded lhc free flow of 

enemy traffic out of Svay Rieng as well as contra- 
band traffic Into ii. From these bases Ihe South 
Vietnamese periodically probed into the border 
region but rarely inlruded into Cambodia During 
much of lhc year, lhc flat, marshy land waa under 

\v.i1<-i, bin even whL'n [Ike wealhrr was suitahli' U>: 
Litrc c*pcdii:ons into Cambodia, ihe RVNAP were 
restrained for political reason*, and by the realization 
thai ihe forces required to achieve significant gains 
were rarely available. The RVNAF strategy for the 
Kau Nghia flank was therefore one of active defense 
West of ihe Vam Co I Xing 

I lie til Lull ion »js i|iiiV dilTcrcill mi the Kur 
Tuong side of ihe sjIkui Maintaining large forces 
in central Kien Tuong, principally (he Z-IB and Z- 
15 regimcnl*. lhc N"VA operated major infillralion 
corridor* through the province, anchoring tins Ui- 
ptslical system im a sasl haw area arnund a location 
called Tri Phap. The South Vietnamese held ihe 
province capital of Moc Hoa and a base at Long 
Khot, bolh of which were well within If^-mm 
howtattf range uf NVA aridleiy in Svay Rienp, bin 
I here wefc ji:.reat reaches of uncontrolled, umwcu 

psed territory between the- Cambodian border and 
the first major population concentration along Na- 
tional Highway 4 (QL-4) through My Tho. Another 
importanl element of lhc ihrnl was contributed by 
the NVA 5th Division, which bad opcraled oul of 
Svay Ricug Province in hnlh directions, through 
Tay Ninh to An Loc and south loward My Tho. In 
early 1974. the 51 h was north of Tay Ninh City, but 
available for operalions into Kien Tuong and Hau 
Nghia, 

Although South Vietnamese force* w*#e not 
strong enough lo contain Ihe NVA in Svay Rieng, 
Ihcy could in Military Region 4 impose limits on the 
enemj s freedom of movement, make resupplj "f 
troops costly and difficiih, and inflict high casual- 



ties. To do this much, the RVNAF had to hold 
Long Khot and Moc Hoa, seize lhc enemy's logisti- 
cal and operational bate around 'I n phjp. and pro- 
tect National ttnulc ^ bclwrccn Cay Lay ami Mi 

Tho. 

In January 1974. intelligence information became 
available lo Maj Ocn Nguyen Vinh Nghi, com- 
manding IV Corps and MR 4. indicating lhat Ye- 
meni* nf ihe NVA Sih Division were being ordered 
to. Dinh Tuong Province from lay S!mh I ,nn in 
the month, advance elements of Ihe division were 
delected in Ihe division's Svay Rieng base. 

Two NVA soldiers captured OB January told 
their interrogators thai a battalion of the division's 
6ih Regiment had been sent south to reinforce ihe 
understrength NVA Z-3S Regiment in Ihe Th Phap 
area, Their testimony, along with that or four recent 
fatten end captured documents, also indicated that 
the Drtng I bar 1 ktyuricnl, which traditionally 
Operated in Dinh Tuong, was still badly under' 
strength, though it had recently received 300 NVA 
replacements following its December 1973 baitlcs. 
and would also probably receive more replacements 
from the 6th Regiment. 51 h N'VA Division, The 
interrogators also learned lhal the 2rt$ Regiment 

had JUSl received aboil! MO replaeemenls I'nwn ihe 

North but that it was shaft weapons and ammuni- 
tion. 

Meanwhile, RVNAF outposts, patrols, and air 
observers delected enemy trantpOftalion elements 
moving past Tuycn lhnh ™ infitiiaium Rciute 1A. 
Sr>mf of tlwrsc Wctc Intercepted, and ihr AR.VN 
captured large quantities of nee and ammunition, as 
well as an NVA transportation company command- 
er. 

Time became unpnitanl If the Mis v. cm allowed 
10 occupy ihe Tri Phap, it WOutd be cilfemcly 
difficult io dig out. and the threat to Route 4 would 
became intolerable. The previous year's experience 
had shown General Nghi Ihrtt his troops were capa- 
ble of driving tnlo and probably clearing the Tri 
Phap of the NVA dements, particularly if he 

inoscd laM while ihe NV'A fcguuent* were still 

reforming and receiving replacements. If he could 
establish a base of operalions at Tri Phap. he could 
deny a vital logistical cvmplei to Ihe 5th NVA 
PiviMtm. i"w ihat it would require for operations in 
Dinh Turnlg. 

On 12 February, the 12th Infantry Regiment of 
the 7th ARVN Division, reinforced with two battal- 
ions of lhc Hlth Infanlry and two troops of armored 

cavalry in personnel carru-TS, allackt-d Ihrmigh 1 11 
Phap from the east and advanced to ihe fcicn 
Phong- Dien Tuong Province boundary. Three days 
laler, Ihe 14th Infantry Regiment, «th ARVN Divi- 
sion, reinforced wilh one ballaliou of the l*t h InTnu- 
try and two IriKips of armored cavalry, allaclced 
cast from My An Districc town and United up wnh 
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the I2lh Tnfirlry on ihc western edge of the Tn 
Phap This PHO* pronged attack wh followed on 
ihc l*i h by an attack hy Ihe l«lh Infantry K.ce.i 
mcni, minus 1ht* two hutahons attached to ihc 12th, 
from Hau My village in northern Cai Ik District, 
north lt» clear the southern edge of the Tn Phap 
Completely enveloped. Ihc enemy in (he I n J'lup 
suffered heavy losses in men. supplies, ammunition, 
and Tood Elements of ihc Z-13 and Z-19 were 
identified in ihc battle, but moit NV'A casualties 
»LTf aiming rear vcrvice lnHip> Another elcmenl oF 
ihc Sih NV'A Division, thv dels HjHUlmn. l7Jlh 
Infantry, wu also identified in ihc heavy, fighting 
around My An on ihc wnlcin edge of ihc Tfl Phap, 
indicating ihai curlier inielligenec concerning prob- 
able deployment of elements of the 9th from T«y 
Ninh wis valid. Enemy casualties Were heavy lhal 
first week of the Tn Phap campaign, over S«> were 
killed!, and ihc AkVS" captured tons of ammunition 
and nearly UN weapon* ARVN casualties rtcfc 
tighl in comparison 

Fighting flared through most of Kirn Twing and 
J>inh lining I'mvmccs for the resl of H-bmary and 
uiiIlI the till week of Marth The Lciitct ;if action 

remained in the Tn Phap where I he NVA again 
reinforced, this time- with the Dong. Thap I Regi- 
ment which was vml north to join ihc 2M8. The 
ARVN kepi up (he pressure, and in successive 
wcek* killed another 250 enemy, capturing as many 
weapon. Meanwhile, COSVN directed NVA Mili- 
tary Region J (the southern delta, command ) to 
launch widespread attacks to lake ihc pressure nil 
Kien Tuong and Dtnh Tuong. Replacements, up lo 
.1,000 according lo two ARVN soldiers who es- 
caped from captivity in Cambodia, were being rod* 
led for assignment to uinls in Si, .v. Kicng Province 

Unable to counter RVNAF advances on the bal- 
tleHelds. I he NV'A resorted lo an increased terror 
campaign throughout the delta On 9 March Ihcy 
find Cine SI-mrn. moil.ii '.lull 1 1: 1 • < ihc prinmry 
school yard at Cai Lay while the children were 
lined up waiting to enlcr their classes. Twenty-three 
children died instantly; +6 others were badly 
wounded- Far 10 ihc south, hi Bac Lieu, lenonrts 
tossed a grenade into a religious service killing «> 
and wounding 16. 

ARVN operations on ihe My An front, lhat is, im 

the western edgr of the Tri Phap area, werr rx'ing 

supported out of Cao Lanh. wilh supplis coming 
up from Giao Due on interprovincial Route JO. The 
force* on ihc eastern edge of Ihc Tn Phnp and those 
l~i K- r ■ I ■ • ■ K north arinmd Moc ftiva w>ere being support, 
ed along Intcf provincial Route 2s> (I. II. 29} out of 
Cat Lay The ARVN successfully countered NVA 
attempts to cut these two roules, 

The fifSI phase of ihc Tri Phip campaign slowly 
wound down during; the but pan of March. The 
Dong Th»p ] Regiment picked up ISO replace- 



ments, freshly arrived from North Vietnam, and 
NVA Military Region 2, whose rcgimenis were 
being so badly abused in Ihe Tn Phip fighting, 
recciscd 2(X> replacements who bad been previously 
declined for Military Region J Reinforcing success 
in i In- Usi week of March. General Nghi *cni ihe 
~th Hanger Group against the NVA Dong Thap 1 
Regiment m the Tri Phaf*, where the Rangen killed 
over 30 and caplurcd nunc weapons. 

By the end of March, more than 1 100 enemy had 
been killed in the Tri Phap campaign, while the 
ARV N had akml Tfflt wounded b.il f,-wfr Ih.in UX1 
killed Nearly .\0tX) ions of rice and paddy Were 
captured, along with over 600 weapons, S tons of 
ammunition, and a large haul of wejpmi accessories, 
radios, and other military equipment Three NVA 
rejcimenlv. tiw /'IS, and Dong Thap 1. ha4l 

been severely mauled, and the In IMiap b.isc area 
was denied to ihe 5ih NVA Da vision. 

Work Hejjan irnincd lately on the construction ot' 

fortified positions in Ihe Tn Phap, enough to pro 
side for posting an ARVN regiment there. The 
NVA Z-1J Regiment, nicanw hde. w.is recuperating 
ir viuihwL-vtern Dnih Tuong Province, attacking 
ARVN oulp**vK and preparing to return io the Th 
Plwp On Zn April two NVA hot tal ions attacked the 
Rf luiiahon base al the village of In Pb.ip. In ,i 
cumplcttieniAry JilMCk fnrthcr south on Ihe Kien 

Pheng'l >mh I uong F'r..i\niii hiiuiidiirs. ihs' Dii-lig 
Miap I Kc^micnl struck .111 Kl' 4inlniis1 Although 
u ni|'i -i inly successful. r|-„- lihiiis v^mi faced 
AKV'N's Mih Regiment .iml ,i tnwip of Ihe 2d 
Arnwirrtl ( as airy and was routed with heavy C»u- 
ahiex Meanwhile, ihc I llh Infantry counlcrntlackcd 

in ihc Tfl Phap and rcMored the lost posilion The 

ARVN. hy the first week in Ma)', wks iberefonr in 
firm control tn the In Phap. with tout HI hatiatinns 
iKilding simiig positions there NV'A forces, in the 
area were weakened and deiriMr.ilisi.-d, but clscsslivrc 
in Ihe delia they kept up their cainpaijjn of terror as 
ihc slow deterioration of local security eonimued 
Allhough abductions and MBavnnamuis were pre- 
domiruml, the enemy attacked another school On 4 
May, dghl rounds of K2-mm nxmar fell on ihc 
school at Song Phu, in Vnih I '^y Province. S» 
children were killed and 2$ wounded. 

FJenhant "s Foot and Angel's Wia* 

A glance at the map or Ihe Svjy Ricng salient 

shows two minor prominences whose names de- 
senbed their shapes On the uuilhvscM vide Wa\ the 
sM-called Ellcphant's Fooi, appeanng on the verge of 
crushing Mac Ho*, ihe capital of Kien Tuong Prov- 
ince Against ihe underside of ihe elephant's leg w»s 
the Vietnamese village of Long Khoi, levs than 
1,000 meters, from the Svay Rteng border. As the 
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Map 13 

RVNAF vigorously pursued I he Tri Phap cam- 
paign, the NVA increased pressure against RVNAF 
defense* around ihc Elephant* Fool 

Opposite Ihe Elephant's. Foo4 H bordering the Viet- 
namese province* Of Tuy Nmh .mil H.iil N'ghia. 
whil wu known id the AngclS Wing, spread 
mwrd Go Dan Ha, the pert on Ihc Song Vun Co 
Dong through whkh passed I he main highway bc- 
<*«n 1 jj Nmh aiwJ Saigon- The .wniihem tip nf the 
AllgnF* Wing dipped [owafd jri ARVN Utv-huSc at 
Due Hue, and the Sway Rieng border only five 
Itilomclcrs away nearly enveloped (his exposed posi- 
tion. The Angel"* Wing ami Due Hue becaime the 
focus of heavy actum in the spring and catLy 
summer of 1974 as the RVNAF sought to reduce 
the threat to the 5aigon-Tay Nmh line of communi- 
cation and inflict damage on the NVA Sth Division 
u it concentrated in southern Svay Rieng, (Map 13) 

The NVA 5-lh Infantry Division was perhaps the 
Dotl versatile of all Communist division*; at least it 



win called upon to perform missions of extreme 
diversity. In the Nguyen Hue offensive of 1971, it 
participated in the Rinh l.onp campaign, ami after 
suffering heavy casualties, in the jungles and planta- 
tions around An X.<x, invaded the paddies and 
swamps of the Mekong Delia, Forced to withdraw, 
it sent ekmcnls to relieve lhc battered NVA forces 
in the forests of Quang Due. In early 1974. it pulled 
these unita hack to bases in Tay Nmh and dis- 
patched some batudiort* again to the delta to try to 
save diMiilcgrralint; defend m lh« In Phap "this, 
muAion failed in (he face of powerful ARVN at- 
tacks, and COS V N ordered the division to assemble 
forces in southern Svay Rieng, From here, general- 
ly centered on Chi Phu, it could direct forces 
against southern Tay Ninh, Hau Nghia, and K.ich 
Tuong. In early February an advatiee clement of 
division headquarters beyan moving toward the 
Angel'i Wing frora Tay Ninh. and hy mid-March it 
was established there cm*! of Chi Phu, 
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Although iiniK of ihe 6th and l"?4lh Regiments of 
the 5th Division Nj.I l-.ai.tihl in ihc Tri Ptttp tuttfe, 
other haltohoiu of ihrie two ft^pfllcnb Wrre idl the 
Angel's Wing along with divisional artillery. South 
or Due Hue, Ihc Sapper Battalion or Long An 
wu ready to strike. On 27 March at OWO ihc attack 
began on 1hc RVNAF ba*: at Due Hue. Defend intc 
ngamsi two battalions of the NVA 4th Regiment 
wu the ARVN 83d Ranger Battalion. A crow the 
border in Cambodia NVA lOS-mrn artillery fifed ■( 
the defender* while recodlks* rifles and heavy mot- 
tar* (1 20- mm.) bombarded the garrison from clour 
ranges. Although 30 ARVN Hunger* died, the 
NVA iflfaalry assault railed to break the poajtioa; 
the iwo battalion* of the Ml. V>. ^ Kegimem were 
forced to wihdraw. leaving 95 dead on ihe hatilr. 
field, together with a hi^c number of weapon*. 

Under orders lo maintain ■ loose siege of the Due 
Hue post,, the NVA, assisted by ihe local sapper 
battalion, blocked the only land access to the camp 
and continued ihe artillery bonibaidrncnl bit I aban- 
doned the idea of taking, ii by siorm. On the ARVN 
side, the 25th Division committed a task force con- 
fining of ■ battalion of Ihe 44th Infantry, a battalion 
of Ihe 50th Infantry, and a tank company lo break 
the liege- Fighting raged in tlw paddies east and 
aoctk of ihe tamp for several days, and ihe VNAF 
provided effective support to the counterattacking 
infantry, losing an A- 1 fighter-bomber and an obser- 
vation aircraft to 5A-T fire Meanwhile- Ihe ARVN 
task force command po*i wn hit by NVA 10?-mm. 
rocket fifr and ihc aimininJcr was uric of I how 

tiled. 

As April wore on. Ihe threat or renewed assaults 
on Hue Hue by the NVA 5th Division remained 
The Situation W.in parhcidjil} iIjiik.lt, '.n Kv-iiiw 
the Tth and 4th NVA Division* were probing ag 
gressively in the eastern pan of Military Region 3. 
Ll. Gen, Pham Ouoc Thuan, IH Corps Commander, 
determined that he must reduce ihe threat lo his 
western Haul and ihe lay Ninli tnmdut while he 
had the opportunity io do so. And if anything was 
to be done, it would have to be done soon to beat 
i he onset of ihe soul h west monsoon. After Ihe rain 
naricti, moM of ihc land around Due Hue and the 
Angel's Wing would be under waict. 

The plan was complicated bul workable. General 
t'huan used IS of his own maneuver battalions and 
flew to Can Tho where he coordinated wilh Gener- 
al Nghi for j supporting altack by . IV (.'orps 
battalions from Ihe Moe Hoa sector 

The detail i and liming of the operation were 
carefully safeguarded, and few. if any. American* m 
the U.S. Mission knew anslhing nbnul il until 21 
April when 45 sanies struck targets in Cambodia 
arid known and suspected bases of Ihe Slh NVA 
Division. These strikes began Phase I, which lasted 
ihrouyh ihe and included infanlry sweeps by 



two RF battalions between ihe Song Vam. Co Dong 
and the northern shoulder of I he Angel'* Wing- 
Meanwhile, the 49th Infantry Regiment, less one 
battalion, and Ihe 7th Ranger Group, also short one 
battalion, lefl assembly arcaa near I hep Hoa on ihe 
Song Vam Co Dong and advanced westward 
through the swampland*, pusi Dut Hue lo the Cam- 
bodian frontier To the south, three RF battalions 
provided security by conducting reconnaissance in 
northern Long An Province, jicnirrally between tin' 
Bo Bo Canal and the Song Vam Co Dong. 

Another supporting maneuver, which quickly de- 
veloped into a major operation, was the attack into 
Svay Rieng Province Miulh of tlir l-Jepbant'% l-oot 
by iwo battalion* from MR 4. The northernmost of 
the two advanced from the border area north of 
Moc Hon and established a blocking position near 
ihe local route 1012 that led eastward from an 
assembly area occupied by the 5th NVA Division. 
The other battalion crossed midway between the 
Elephant's Foot and the ttp of the Parrot's Beak and 
established a lodgment on Ihe southeastern edge of 
Ihe enemy's logistical base and assembly area in 
Svay Rieng- 

While Pliaw I of ihe ARVN sweep into Svay 
Rieng was getting started, ihe NVA on 24 April 
struck heavily at Long Khot, an ARVN post and 
district town at the inside curve of ihe Elephant's 
Foot- Whether the attack was pre-planned or reac- 
tive W» unknown. Regardless, enemy tanks were 
rr ported -H firsl hj ihc defender J alirr, acnal ob- 
servers correctly determined thai Ihe vehicles were 
captured Ml I J armored personnel earners. The 
defenders held strongly against Ihc NVA's 275th 
Regiment and 23th Sapper Battalion of the 5th 
N\ \ !l; vision Mine ihun 10(1 sorties were flown 
on ihc 2 Hi h against NVA positions, weapons, and 
vehicles in the Svay Rieng area, many or them in 
support of Long Khot. On Ihn same day, the 
ARVN ai Long Khot captured nine prisoners from 

tin- NV A 2 "? Si h Rcjtimenl and four from 11^ support 
tng artillery, which had been employing 122-mm. 
guns and U.S. 105-mm howitzers, as well as AT-3 
antitank missiles and SA-7 antiaircraft missiles 
Many enemy weapons were salvaged, and t5 enemy 
HlldicM were counted dead im ihc haltlefield. 

Not only were Ihe Long Khot defenders tena- 
cious and prepared for the onslaught, but Ihe 
VNAF proved its worth in close support as over 
the two days, ihe 27ih and 2liih r it Hew L M-H tactical 
and logistical sorties in the Svay Rieng Campaign 
In a departure from normal practice, the 3d Air 
Division supporting III Corps in the Svay Rieng 
campaign, locaied a forward command post at Cu 
(.'hi alongside Mil- ill (. ■■:['■. finwatd command posl 
in order lo improve coordination and responsive* 
nets Combat pilots relumed to their bases with 
encouraging, morale-huilding reports about enemy 
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troops throwing down their weapons .ind running 
when fw.«J wilh hiwhtl strafing. 

By the nijihi iff 2x April. I ; VHA S I..HUIH .I1K , .| 
infantry, RF, and Rangers were conducting wf«D- 
ing, blocking. and reconnaissance' w-Rircc oper- 
ations as a pjclutK- In Pliaw [I of Ihs- Sv:iy Kienj; 
sweep. Meanwhile. I In- V'NAl- wU aviauhiiijr. 

enemy troop locations and hua, and Long Khi>i 
wu fighting ofTa violent NVA armor, artillery, and 
s,tpper-infantry attack. 

In Phase 1J, originally planned by tiericiiil t hiuii 
10 cneumpais only ihrcc days of armufed IWMfM 
inio the Cambodian bases of the NVA 5th Division, 
three columns drove west, generally parallel to each 
other, crowing the fr-mlier west of Go Dbu Hi and 
pent! rating as deeply as 1 5 kilometer* into Smy 
kicnj; lx'finf wheeling south and southwest into 
Hau \ghia Province. Making ihe main cfTon and 
the deepest penetration wu Talk Force 3 15 with 
Ihe 1 5th Armored Cavalry Squadron, the b4th 
Ranger Battalion, and a company of medium i.mkv 
ms ita striking force Suppotied by a composite bat- 
tery cif lUJ.mrn. and 3 55 mm jHillery this northern. 
mo« column crossed the border ihttwgh the pad 
dies south of Highway I and attacked west, turning 
soulh short or Ihe swampy ground east of Chiphu, 
Ei| lowing local route 1012 toward the blocking po- 
Miion held by a IV Corps battalion near Fh Chck It 

*,ls Mirtned on il- rie.hl ll.nik hy .1 n.i -^i E- Rl 
battalion lhai advanced alnng Highway 1 ahiiul 12 

kilometers inside the international frontier. 

Along the center Mis. which started about 2.000 
meters south of Tusk Force 3 IS, was Task Force 
JIB, built around the ISlh Armored Cavalry Squad- 
ron, ■ Ranger banal ton. a tank company, and a 
howitzer battery. This column drove west for aboui 
10 kilometers before turning inside the sweep south 
by Task Force IIS. 

Tavli Force MtJ. ihc only nut of ihe attacking 
columns without ranks, had a baltalion each from 
the I Sth and JSlh Infantry Divisions and the id 
Troop. 10th Armored Cavalry. Along with a sup- 
porting howiwei hattaimn u crossed into Svay 
Rums just north of ihc southern tip of the Angel's 
Wing, along Cambodian Route 101 i, aikd wheeled 
south inside Task Force 3 IS, generally along ihe 
international boundary. 

In reserve il Oo Dau Ka General Thuan had two 
companies of medium tanks of the 2id lank. fialtal 
ion, a cavalry iroop from ihe In Armored Cavalry 
Squadron, a battalion of infantry from the lllh 
Division, and a battery of 105-mm howitzers Des- 
ignated Ca.iV Force 322, that powerful force wu 

ready lO eaploif iippinlumlirs uncovered by Ihc 
attacking echelons 

The 3d Armored Hngade controlled open lions 
from Go Dau Ha Fifty-four UH-t helicopters mus- 
icred for ibe campaign -were effectively used in 
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mrpnse air assaults into em 1 my delV-nte*. Secrecy 

wan murt riyidls cn linked in ihn campaign llun 

perhaps any operation since Ihe cease-fire, partly 
because it was important to surprise Ihe 5th NVA 
Division in garrison, and partly to conceal, for 
political reason*, an ARVN offensive into Cambo- 
dia. 

By 29 April Task Force 315 had penetrated 
about seven kilometers into Cambodia and. a1 the 
coal of only one wounded, had killed nearly 50 
enemy and captured one prisoner. To the south. 

I j.il Force jIS had experienced simitar succevv 
killing nearly HJ and capturing 5 while -.uiE-i ne 
only A wounded. The following morning, ihe J I Sth 
continued the attack, killing 40 more and sustaining 
I ijihi casunHies. Meanwhile, Ihe VNAF was pound- 
ing tli*.- enemy wiih nearly 200 sorties, accounting 
lihr nearly 100 killed, dcslroyinjt m.ins storage and 

defensive positions, and khuckitip oui nintiai and 
antiaircraft positions. 

As the threat to the 5th NVA Division base in 
soul hern Ss ay kieng became critical, the NVA wu 
compc lied hi reduce ihc pressure al I , >n^ Rhol and 
^<iEi..cnir jlc on aiternprmg to relieve lite E*6 and 
174th Regiments and logistical instailalions lying in 
Ihe path of Ihe ARVN armored thrusts. By the end 
af April, nearly 300 NVA soldiers had fallen in 
ground combat, over 100 more had been killed by 
VNAF #ir MnJtcs, in! it pruoncr* of war were in 

ARVN hands.. On the other hand, Ihe vpecd. audac- 
ity and iupcrur air-ground coordination that char- 
acterized the RVNAF attack had kept friendly ca- 
sualties extremely low: only 21 killed and 64 
wounded In Fact, success wsa so striking that Gen- 
eral Thuan elected to extend ihe operaiion .i lew 
days. 

Westward, over in the Elephant's Foot, matters 
were becoming desperate for Ihe 277th NVA Regi- 
ment and ilx supporting Iroops, The "7th ARVN 

Division h:i<] moved a t'cirwunl ci tin maud pmt mid 

Moc Hoa and was controlling ihc operation of two 
task forces then commttied m ihc Elephant's Foot. 
One was composed or the L 5th Infantry, 9th ARVN 
Division, and part of the 16th Armored Cavalry 
S.^uj.iJr.in ihc oilier included ihe lOlh Infantry and 
elem ents of the 6th Armored Cavalry Squadron. In 
12 days of fighting in the border area, these Iwo 
mobile task forces killed 850 NVA soldiers, cap- 
tured 31, collected over HX) weapons, and suffered 
fewer than JOti easualtbci. including ,W kilted. 

Making Ihe adjustments required by ihe siiuauou, 
particularly Ihe fact that Ihe most lucrative enemy 
con lac is were being made in the southern sweeps of 
the 318th and JlOlb Task Forces^ General Thuan 
ordered Ta.sk Force ,^1S withdrawn from it* north- 
ern axis on 2 May and relumed In (~io Dau Ha 
where it reverted to reserve. Meanwhile, Task 
Force 322 was committed and advanced about four 
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kihimcLL-fii trtEL» [Ik center of (he Angel's. Wing, and 
the- infantry battalions of the 2Sth ARVN Division 
continued (heir sweep be* wren Due Hue and Go 
Diu Hn By 6 May the land route to Due Hue 
Camp was sctvnrd and hemg impmved by 
MiV\ I'ii.-r.-. lh<: ihrenl h> the Vital 

nud junction at Go Dan Ha wu substant tally re- 
duced, and i he ARVN was in complete control of 
the battlefield. The lank-heavy J22d Task Force 
turned south irid headed for Ua Thw, the long-held 
NVA b**c cm the border southwest of Due Hue. On 
14] May, the olTeaiivc cndi-d, the List ARVN force* 
began their much homeward. Their sonic had 
killed nearly JOO NVA soldier*, captured 17, col- 
lected 100 weapons, and seriously disrupted the 
communKatiom and logistic! of the 5lh NVA Divi- 
tiop. 

But this was the last major South Vict i untie se 
offensive. The severe constraints on ammunition 
expenditures, fuel usage, and flying hours permitted 
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no new initiative*. Although the RVNAF could 
react strongly to local threat* within Supporting 
distances of major bases, outlying threat* were 
beyond their capability lo cope with. For South 
VwMrmm, a decline had begun to develop early in 
l')74 jncI would prove irreversible. 

NnUe on Source* 

The DAO Monthly Intelligence Summary and 
(h real Analyses for the period October 1973 lo 
l-ctirnary 1974 were used as the bun for the first 
pari i»f [his L-haplcr. also Senior General Van Turn 
Dung's account of the final orfewivc- 

Operalional data on the Tri Phap and Cambodian 
battles came from DAD Saigon fact sheets, reports, 
and weekly Jnlelbgence summaries*, as well as from 
JJ/JGS weekly summjiTiey Ctaps in the information 

were filled in by fefefcrtee 10 ihe aulhiu\ rifles :»ntl 

to reports From offices of the U.S. Embassy. Saigon. 
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Strategic Raids 



We hive Ken hem the vigorous RVNAF attack 
into the Tn I'hap in February had thwarted th* 
NVA .iltL-rnpl Li» Sat|;LM] from the delta Jt My 

thoand lud prevented ihc N\ A Sih Division Tram 
establishing a base from which to catend its oper- 
ations southward into Dtnh Tuong , and westward 
toward Saigon through Long, An- Dented lh» ap- 
proach. Elu; 5lh NV'A had concent! ated between the 
Rlcphanri Flkj[ and ihc Angel's Wing in Cambodia, 
Lh reu idling [he district headquarters at Mot Hoa, 
bui. more seriously, preparing to occupy 1he narrow 
strip of marshland between Ihc Svsy Rieng border 
and Ihc Vnm Co Dong River, lhe last real burner 
between lhe Camhodijui border and Saigon, only JO 
miles, away. NVA success would huvc strangled 
l.i, Sin 1 1 l l i, ^ iricc, since ihe seizure of Go Dau Ha 
would end all land and water communications be- 
tween Saigon and (he province capital. The 
RVNAF had dealt with this th.re.ii h> the daring 
armored thrust »nlo Cambodia begin mug in laic 
Apnl Suffering severely, the NVA 5th Division 
waa never again 10 seriou\]> threaten ihr South 
Vietnamese in this sector 

Pul in spile of these encouraging operations, Ihe 
North Vietnamese were pressing ahead with what 
I hey called ihinr sttralcgic raid* campaign agatnM the 
crucial defensive perimeter of bases north of Saigon. 
The first to fall was the relatively unimportant 
OHlpOil of Chi Linh. 

Chi Linh 

In defense of S*if0fl, the ilh ARVN Drviwon had 
in main base at Lat Khe, about 2) miles due north 
of Ihe capital Thit base, in Tact, was ihc last strong- 
ly held position with an uninterrupted connection to 
Saigon A few mile* north, the !Hh Division aim- 
latnrd a vcnir* of lUomgpoLiirs, generally in the 
vicinity of the deserted hamlet of Ban Bang. North 
of Uiiu Bang, National Route 13 passed through 
dense jungle and was blocked by NVA units, usual- 
ly the 9tl NVA Division, the 7lh NVA Division, or 
independent regiments of C'OSVN- The ARVN 
maintained a major garrison and artillery firehose at 



Chon Dumh. near the junction of Nationjl Route 13 
(QL-13). which continued north to An Loc. Hid 
Local Home 13 (LTL-13), curving northeast la the 
ARVN base al Don Limn, about 25 miles away, 
About halfway lei Dim Luan. where- l-ocaJ Route 1 J 
crossed the Song Be. Ihe RVNAF had a small 
thebaic called Chi Linh, manned by Ihe 215th Re- 
gional Force Company with a platoon of two 105- 
mm. howitzers. (Map 14) 

The 7ih NVA Division attacked Chi Linh in the 
first week of April, quickly damaging the two how- 
itzers and destroying Ihe ammunition dump. On 5 
April the 3d Battalion. Mint Regiment, with Ihe 
division'! 28lh Sapper and 22d Artillery Ballahoa 
supporting, overran the base- By the 10th. about 
half Of the defenders and 20 dependent* had Strag- 
gled into lXin Luan or Chon liianh I he rest, a ho Lit 
50 men, remained unaccounted for. 

With Ihe elimination of Chi Linh, the 7lh NVA 
division enjoyed unimpeded movement along Local 
Route 13 between Chon Thanh and Don Luan, 
from mirih Cli smith atonu the Song Be corridor, and 
had reduced the cffeciivcttcja of lhe defenses of 
Doh Luan and Chun I hanh 



Tuns I* C nnn 



Situated alongside the Saigon River on lhe Tay 
Nwh-flmh Long border, Tong Lc Chon had been 
under tiegr since lhe cease-fire By March TS74. the 

situation was bccorning desperate for the defending 

Ranger Hatlahon Seriously wounded wMdscra 
could be neither treated nor evacuated Resupply 
was by parachute drop only. Morale in Ihe camp 
was deteriorating under Ihe strain of isolation and 
constant heavy bomhurdnienl 'Die coat oflhe con- 
tinued defense or Tong Lc Choc as a symbol of 

t'.i I i.Liit r y, was exceeding lis rtsil worth the human 

suffering was. incalculable, but the expense in flying 
hours, ammunition, and olher logistical support was 
great As scarce resources became even more 
scarce. It was dearly time 10 femes* priorities and 

tide mini* hu>w, hcsl to end thi» inHilcrable situation 
As of 1 5 March, about 2 ?5 officers and men of the 
92d were still alive in Tong Lc Chon, and five of 
these were critically wounded On 20 March Ll, 
Gen Plum <Juoc Thuan proposed CO lb* Chief of 
lhe Joint General Staff, General Coo Van Viett. that 
one of three methods be selected to relieve the v2d 
Battalion, First, a divtsion-si/ed operation could be 
launched from An Loc to secure a corridor through 
which lhe 92d could be withdrawn, replaced, Or 
leiiiforeed. Second, the commander of Ihe NVA 
siege forces could be enjoined to permit ihe orderly 
and safe withdrawal of khe *2d, surrendering Ihe 
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Map 14 

cmp to the enemy. Third, ihe 92d Battalion com- 
nunder could be ordered to plan tod execute * 
u uhdrawal— hj ex fill rating in small group* — bring- 
ing out nil hrs men. including ihr sick and wounded. 

General Tlim.fi realised ai I he outset that only (he 
third plan was even remotely feavible, a* General 
Vicn and his staff no doubt understood. How could 
an ARVN division be expected to punch through 
from An Loc to Tong Le Cbon when repeated 
cilfWts to attach even a few miles north of Lai Khe 
had failed? How could a division be assembled 
when the road io An L*k *« held hy ihe NVA, 
and even if this obstacle could be overcome, where 
would a division be found for the mission? The 
1 1: -ooip -ihU' fact was ihjt all ARV r N divisions were 
heavily commitled eopmg with other threats, 

The second option wii equally unrealistic, if Tor 
different reasons. There could be no "surrender." 
The poliUciil repercussions would be unmanageable 
for President Ttueu, and the precedent could por- 



tend future such capitulations, some possibly with 
leu than aLlcL|iiiiU- luMificotinn. 

Only 1he third option had any mem. but the 
decision could not be made at the JGS 0; •■ II! 
Corps Headquarters, Matters of this import, even 
though eweqindly mciwoI. had to be settled ai the 
presidential palace. 

Meanwhile as the problem was being studied, the 
situation at Tong Le Chcm was becoming critical. 
The intensity of the enemy's artillery and mortar 
attacks inL-rca*e»d greatly in the week of 1 7-24 
March. In the Two-Party Joint Military Commis- 
sion meetings in Saigon, South Vietnam'* repre- 
sentative warned the Provisional Revolutionary 
Government thai if the attacks on Tong Le Choa 
did not cease, the VNAF would launch devastating 
attacks agatnst enemy base* in Tay Ninh and Binh 
Long. In fact, the VNAF did fly )t\ or more sorties 
around Lo Go in Tay Ninh and around Tong Le 
Chan on the 23d But the NVA bombardments 
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e<m tinned. NVA artillery used against Tong Le 
Chen between 22 and 24 March included 122-tnm. 
rockets. 122-mm. howitzers. 120-mm, mortars, And 
nearly 1.000 rounds from 82 -mm j nd bO-mrn nor 
tar*. Many or the bunkers and fighting pnirficww 
were badly damaged- Enemy sappers attempted to 
break through ihe defensive wire cm the night of 21 
and 22 March but were driven off. On the 2-Ut, the 
commander of the 92d Battalion. Li. Col. Lc Van 
Ngon {who had been promoted ahead of schedule in 
recognition of his. courageous leadership at Tong Le 
Chon), sen I a message lo Colonel Nguyen Thanh 
C'lruan, commnndei ol ihf ^d Ranger Command at 
An Loc. Colonel Ngon said, in effect, get us some 
support or destroy this camp. He asked for more- jur 
strikes,, although it was, already apparcsn thai the 
VNAP could not materially change the situation. 
He asked for a ground relief column, but he prob- 
ably knew kt welt » did Colonel Chuan that this 
could not succeed. In enwiiioiial dcsperaiinu, In- 
asked Tor air strikes on his own camp as trie only 
feasible alternative to surrender, which he said he 
and hi* men would never do. 

Co loud Cten relayed tWa urgent menage lo 
General Thuan. General Thuan replied that In- had 
received no response from the JGS to his earlier 
proposals for evacuation or relief. By this time, the 
survivor* it Tong Le Chon included 254 Rangers. 4 
artillerymen, ? stranded helicopter crewmen, and 12 
field laborers. Of this force, tO were seriously 
wounded and 40 slightly wounded- Sappers on the 
nights of the 24, 25, and 16 March penetrated three 
of fcvcn rings of barbed wire before being forced io 
withdraw. 

The unrelenting homhardmenl and repeated 
sapper ,H lucks continued through the mninh and 
into April- Still no initiatives or decisions emanated 
from the presidential palace, 111 Corps, or Jd 
Ranger Command to ameliorate Ihe suffering or 
offer hope lo ihe defenders of Tong Le Chon, 
While nearly 1,000 rounds of mortar and artillery 
fire were falling on the base the night of ] I April, 
Headquarters, 111 Corps, received a final request 
from Colonel Ngon: give us authority lo abandon 
the camp. Whether General Thuan conferred with 
General Vien or President Tlitcu is not known, but 
at 2330 that night he ordered Colonel Ngon to 
defend at all costs. 

Shortly after midnight, the defenders of Tong Le 
Chon reported that sensitive paper* were being 
bumed. Later they requested that VNAF stop drop, 
ping flares over the camp because they were 
moving out. Radio contact with the Rangers was 
broken untd LN0Q on 12 Apnl, when a radio opera- 
tor outside ihe camp responded to B call, By thai 
time the march to An Loc. some 10 miles northeast 
through the jungle and enemy lines, had started. 
The ranks of the wounded had swollen by 14 during 
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the mjth-i's action, and 35 more were wounded 
during ihe withdrawal. All wounded were brought 
out; those who could not walk were carried. In ihe 
firefigliK ,.lu:my Che wilhdr.au:il four more Rangers 

were killed, but even these bodies were earned on 
to An Loc. 

It was a remarkable feat of courage and leader- 
ship to bring a group of ITi men, many of whom 
were uouisdcd, «ui i Hi an encircled position, and 
arrive inside friendly lines with 268. In fact, the 
outstanding success of Ihe operation led many ob- 
servers. Vietnamese and Americans alike, Hi suspect 
tliiii the enemi, had somehow collaborated in the 
withdrawal. Although passible, this is quite unlike- 
ly. Not only would ihe arrangement have had lo be 
approved at a high echelon, but also the North 
Vietnamese would certainly have exploited the pro- 
paganda value of inch on event, Furthermore, an 
eyewitness report on the NVA occupation of the 
camp strongly refuted such speculation. 

According 10 a NVA participant, following an 
intensive artillery preparation, a ground attack of 
infantry and tanks had forced the Rangers to jj've 
up the position, hui \hc defenses were so heavily 
mined thai the NVA was unable to get through Ihe 
barriers until the I3lh, The Communists found that 
nil equipment had Ik en destroyed ui removed and 
all Wounded had been earned out (hdy two K roller 
hndics were found, and only one ARVN Ranger 
Was captured, This NVA soldier ended his report 
with the comment that the attacking NVA infantry 
had been ordered to block Ibe withdrawal bul hod 
disobeyed the order for fear of the R VNAF air and 
artillery fire, and that the discipline displayed by the 
ARVN 92d Ranger Battalion was extremely high, 
much higher than iliat found in NVA or VC main 
foreea. 

Ah hough the record was clear thai Colonel Ngon 
had disobeyed orders by withdrawing, he was, noi 
punished, but lht battalion was dissolved and its 
men sequestered from the press l"hc Official South 
Vietnamese position. wa\ that ihe camp had been 
overrun in clear violation of the cease-fire, and 
appropriate protests were made to the ICCS and Ihe 
Two- Party Joint Military Commission. On I J 
April, VNAF flew 19 sorties against what remained 
of Ihe camp The last of the survivors entered the 
An Loc perimeter on 13 April. The *2d ARVN 
Ranger Battalion had clearly distinguished itself by 
enduring the longest »ege of ihe war and by eon- 

dueling a remarkable withdraw.^ under file- 

With Tong Le Chon obliterated, ihe NVA had 
unrestricted use of its important east-west line of 
communication between Tay Ninh and Binb Long 
and controlled the Saigon River corridor from its 
source 10 fJau Ticng 



Binh Duddh 

In Itmh Duong, 1he NV A'* strategic raids cam- 
paign began on 14 May with a coordinated attack 
by ihe 7ih and 9lh NVA Divisions on Phu Omi w*d 
Ben Cat. ARVN 25th Division operations in Hau 
Nghia, Tay Ninh. and Cambodia hod, by 10 May, 
significantly dimtntshed Ihe threat of the NVA 5th 
Infantry Division to ihc western approaches 10 
Saigon, bul ihe NVA 7lb .ind ,J Cl: Djv moos in ihc 
jungles and plantations north of the capital, were m 
fair fighting form. Replacements had been received, 
mined, and integrated into the force; supplies had 
been stockpiled and moved into forward positions; 
jnit i he divisions had received ihcif ordera. 

The Tth NVA Division force* ihnt had taken Chi 
l.inh were still responsible for ihe zone of or*'r 
auons generally on the cast side of National Route 
13 <QL-lJ), Thek main objective in the imminent 
campaign ihe bridge al Phu Ciiw, where inter- 
provmcial Rouir LA (LTL-I A) spanned ihe Song 
Be- Their capture of thi* bridge, and its controlling 
terrain, would isolate (he Sth ARVN Divisions 
regimental base al Phuoc Vmh and provide ihc 
forward position* needed for subsequent attacks 
toward Phu Cuong, ihc IHng Duong provincial 
capital, and Bien Hon with it* huge air base and 
logistical concentrations- 

Thc 9th NVA Division v. a* west of National 
Route 13. concentrating m ihe old secret zone, ihe 
Long Nguyen, north of the famous Iron Triangle. 
From here fcls artillery regularly bombarded ihe 
ARVN 5th Division haw ai Lai Khe, bul its objec- 
tive* in tin* May L-anipaign were farther south- H 
would sinke into the Iron Triangle, try to sever 
National Route 13 al Ihe dislnct seat of Ben Cat, 
and open the Saigon River cor r idor nearly as far 
south as Phu Hoa- By accomplishing this latter 
objeclive, it could piMiion artillery to reach Tan 
Son Nhut Air Base and support operation* against 
the ARVN J5th Division al Co Chi- By cutting 
National Route 1 3 at Ben Cat, it would isolate Ihe 
ARVN base at Lai Khe and. in coordination with 
ihc- "7th NVA Division, threaten Phu Cuong and 
eventually Saigon 

A glance at the map shows Ihc ilratefjc location 
of the Iron Triangle. Bounded on the north by the 
jungle and overgrown rubber planatKWU of the 
Long Nguyen, il was enclosed on the west by Ihe 
Saigon River and on the ca>i by ihe smalkr but 
unfordaMv obstacle of ihe Thi Thinh River I ! 
Thl Thinh Joined the Saigon River near Phu Hoa. al 
ihe southern apex of Ihc Triangle. 7 mites from Phu 
Cuong Phu Cuong ilielf, ihe capital ofBinh Duong 
Province, wm on important industrial and forming 
center and contained ihe ARVN Engineer School- 
It was linked by a major highway with ihe large 
ARVN base at Phu Loi <eatled Lam Son) and. 
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!,-lrr ,'asl. wilh Hicn Hoa Lying a* It did in Ihe 
center of the Saigon River corridor, at the junciion 
of Routes 13 and 1A. and only 10 miles from the 
outskirts of Saigon. Phu Cuong was vital 1o the 
defense of Saigon. 

The terrain within the Iron Triangle was flat, 
almost featurelcvs. and covered by dense bru*h and 
under giow i h The clearings, especially in the north- 
ern part, were thick with elephant grass, higher than 
a man's head. The surface was scarred by countless 
bomh and shell craters so that vehicular moscmeni 
off cite narrow, rough dirt roads was nearly impossi- 
ble. Even tracked vehicle* had difficulty. A vast 
network of tunnels and trenches* most of them 
caved-ktt and abandoned, laced thi* ground ihat had 
been the scene or battles vnce ihc early days of Ihe 
second Indochina war. 

A Weak siring of three ARVN outpost* protected 
the northern edge of the Triangle, frewn Raeb Bap 
on Ihc wot* close by the Saigon River, along local 
Roule 7 <TL-7B) W An Dien on the Thi Thinh 
River Opposite Ben Cat Each of these iwiposis, 
including Base 82, which w*» midway between 
Rach Bap and An Dien. was maimed by a company 
of the 321*t RP Battalion Another country road 
pawed by ihe Rach Bip oulposl local Route 14 
(LTL-14) which generally paralleled ihe Saigon 
Kiver from Tn Tarn, through Rach Bap, and veered 
to Ihe soulheattt through the Triangle, crossing ihc 
Thi Thinh River before i1 joined Highw-u 13 (QL- 
11) north of Phu Cuonjt Die NVA h.id blown Ihe 
bridge on Roule 14 over the Thi Thinh a few weeka 
earlier, bul the stream could be spanned by pontoon 
sections. About midway between Rach Bap and the 
Thi Thinh crossing of Route I*, ihe ARVN had 
another small firebaw: (Map 1 M 

Frequent sweeps and some semi- fixed defemtve 
positions north of Cu Chi manned by the ARVN 
25th Division and Hau Nghia Regional Force* 
screened the western flank of Ihe Triangle, but 
enemy resistance in Ihe Ho Bo woods, opposite 
Rach Bap, and the formidable obstacle of the 
Saigon River, as well as a lack of resources, limited 
ihc influence ihat ihe ISth could exert on the sMua* 
1 1 in i wnhm the Triangle 

The ARVN was strong with infantry, armor, wad 
mutually *upponiup lire Kasci and outposta m Ben 
Cal Districl easl of the Thi Thinh boundary of the 
Triangle, bul only one bridge, a weak span, con- 
nected ihc district town and the Triangle hamlet of 
An Dien, 

Such was the situation on ihe eve of the initiation 
of ihc strategic raids campaign in western Bitth 
Duong ProMiico. r\s irlc-ill' nn-d earlieT. ih^ w:o .1 
coordinated attack, wiih ihe 9ih NVA Division 
conducting ihe maia effort in the west, while the 
7ih NVA attacked in Ihc ca»t aKainvi ARVN pofti- 
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ihuls aJong Highway LA near Ptiu Giao. The dtv 
tunuri between (he two thrusts were i»o jf.rca(, 
however, to provide Tor mutual hupnori, :im] the 
AKVN in Corps was able in (teal with (hem is 
urpmle operations. For ihnc reasons although 



ihcy occurred umiilto-nwusly and demanded ihe 
concurrent ftlCennon of the III Corps comniaiider 
«nd hii *tnft', (hey can best be described icqueniially. 
beginning flrM wilh the Iron Triangle attack, nl ihe 
9th NVA Division. 



Slrattyie Raids. 
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The Iroa Triaagle Attack 

I "he attack began with heavy artillery, rocket, 
and morlar concentrations Tailing, on Kaeb Bap. 
Base &2, and An Dun on the morning of 1* May. 
The RF company ai JUsc »2 abjruJLHtcd its bunkers, 
many of which rutd collapsed under the weight of 
the bombardment, laic thai afternoon Rjich Flap 
held out until about 03O0 the following morning. its 
surviving defenders withdrawing m thu dsrcciion of 
An Dien I he fighting wiv fierce in An Dicn on the 
16th, but by chc night of 17 May. NVA force* held 
the flattened village and its defenses. Remnants of 
an Rl : battalion, however, held (he western end cif 
ibe Thi Thtnh bridge in a -di-illon Mocking position, 
while the eastern end, by Ben Cat. was seemed by 
ARVN' (men The runny dug Lit around An Chen 
but via unable to dislodge the RF positions at the 
bridge. 

1 wo infantry regiments of the Hh NVA Division, 
with about ten T-54 and PT-76 lank*, were em- 
ployed against (he dispersed 32 Ul RF Battalion. 
The 272d Kepiment overran Rath Bap and contin- 
ued Chc attack south into the Triangle along Route 
14. while the 93C Regiment attacked Base 62 and 
An Dien. The 271st Regiment was held in reserve. 

The RVNAF al Ben Cat were unable to counter 
attack the NVA immediately al An Dien became 
the bridgehead held by Ibe HI- was too shallow to 
protect ihe crossing of any large forces, hut General 
Ihuan quickly began reinforcing Ben Cat. Task 
Force JIB arrived in Ben Cal District on the after- 
noon of the 16th and on the 17th hegjin reinforcing 
the RF holding the bridge and moving agamic iIk 
enemy'* blocking pentnom wsi of the bridgehead. 
The weakness of the ARVN bridgehead and the 
strength of the enemy positions in An Dien. which 
included antitank guns and tanks, made it impracti- 
cal to tend any armor of ihe JlSlb across the An 
Diert bridge al this limp. 

Meanwhile, the 322J Took Force moved from 
Tay Niah Pronn.. ..■ m |*hu Cuong and was ordered 
to prepare to attack into rhe Triangle along Route 
14 (LTL-14) in order lo oppose Ihe 272d Regiment, 
which was moving south from Rach Kip 

VNAF aerial observer* and photography on 17 
May revealed two T*S4 tanks inside Base *\2. which 
s NaT- figliicr-buiritTis deployed the next day H and 
four more m Ihe An Dien base, Initial negative 
reaction* it ARVN III Corps Headquarter* to the 

teeming!) hasty, if mil unwarranted. Withdrawal of 
the RF companies from iheir positions softened 
somewhat when the size and composition or the 
enemy force was revealed. 

Six mi in i hs w ould pan before the situation cutt- 
ing before t* May would be restored along the 
northern edge of the lion Triangle. The T*^rtp 
waa never officially divided as such, bul major 



opera I ions fell into Tour distinct phases- In the first, 
|6-|7 May, ihe NVA had captured the northern 
edge of the Triangle and launched a major column 
into the center of this strategic approach lo Phti 
Owing. In the second phaw. \& May 10 5 June, the 
ARVN counterattacked and regained control of An 
Dien. Four months later, on 4 October, ARVN 
troops concluded Ihe third phase by reoccupying 
the devastated wasteland that once Ba*e (2, 
Finally, on 20 November ARVN infantry re-en- 
tered Rach hap, l (including I he lail phase of the 
Ifl74 Iron Triangle campaign 

An Dien I \ninrrn1Iark 

General Thuan greally underestimated the 
strength and tenacity wilh which the ^th NVA 
Division would defend An Dien, although he bad 
accural? intelligence concerning the aiHv composi- 
tion, and location of ihe enemy . His initial plans for 
ihe second phase, which proved unrealistic, called 
for virtually simultaneous recapture of Ihe Ihrec lost 
bases by about 22 May. Perhaps the remarkable 
'.uccevvt hn corps ir.x>p% had ifl reputing ihe NVA 
7|h Division attacks on the Fhu Ciao front had 
given him this unwarranted over-confidence. 

Encept fot ihe few ARVN infantry and engineers 
that were thrown across the Tht Thinh River to 
reinforce the An Dien bridgehead, the fiisi major 
ARVN unit 10 move tmo ihr Triangle was a battal- 
ion of Ihe 43d Infantry, t&th ARVN Division, 
which crossed on Route 14 north of Fhu Cuong 
Shortly reinforced by ihe rest of the regiment, this 
dement, followed by the J£2d Armored Task 

|-'orc<. was 1n allack Rach Itap and Hasc SJ Mcut- 

wbile. the Jlfiih Task Force would cross the An 
Dkn Itndpc, pa^> iIumuc.1i An Dien. and proceed 1o 
Base SI. Three Ranger battalions attacking suulb 
out of Lai Khe were io vinkf i'-'M- I'mm ihe 
norlh None of ihis worked a* planned. Tin: 43d 
Infantry became stalled after advancing only four or 
five kilometers norlh. Then, the tracked vehicles of 
the J22d Task Force found Ihe going exlremety 
slow in Ihe dense brush and entered icrrain, Gener- 
al Thuan. concerned lest 1 his armored force bcuonic 
bogged down and have a bridge blown behind it* 
ordered its withdrawal. He discovered, meanwhile, 
that the An Dien bridge had been seriously weak* 
ened by enemy artillery (including AT-J missile*) 
and would noi support the tanks of the 31 Sib Taai 
Force. Under enemy observation and, sporadically, 
heavy mortar and artillery fire. ARVN combat en- 
gineers attempted lo repair the bridge Casualties 
mounted, and the work progressed very slowly. 
Ahoul the same nnie. ihe lib Ranger Group, with 
■ luce hallahiMis, moved southwest out of Lai Khc i 
crossed the Thi Thtnh River and advanced on Base 
92. The Rangers were immediately opposed in the 
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thick jungle and ruhber planlatum by the djg.in 
triKips of i he NVA 9th Division, and iheir attack 
Mailed well short of (he objective. 

While HI Corps was eipe"e™-" IIl K great difficulty 
gelling moving, ii was pounding An Dicn with 
heavy artillery fire The North Vietnamese f espous- 
ed in kind against ARVN batteries ind the stalled 
Ranger and infantry columns and »eni sappers into 
mi HI- L.jiunuiuJ poil juO soulh of Belt Cat, where 
tluy destroyed a 105 howitzer and routed not I 
of the small garrison 

The VNAF, meanwhile. Kasr onl> limilrd sup 
port. NVA antiaircraft a/lillcTS and SA-T defense;) 

were plentiful in the area r forcing VNAF aircraft to 
high attitudes On 24 May, an armored cavalry 
squadron of the 25tb ARVN t>ivmon launched a 
diversionary aica*.t from Go D*u Ha cast toward 
I he Boi Loi Woods. Genera] Thuan's purpose was 

10 cause enough of a threat here lo prevent the *lh 
NVA Dim sum front commuting its reserve, the 
271m Regiment. again*! either the Jt&h or the J22d 
Taik Force*- By the 2Sth. the moored cavalry 
squadron had passed Suoi Cau without encounter- 
ing any rcanuuoe, and another supporting maneu- 
\cr heg-m wiih two hattalions of the 50th Infantry, 
ARVN 25th Divwton. inovinji norlh frimi Phu Hoa 
along !bc Wot hank of the Salmon Rivrl 

On 25 May, General Thuan met with the com- 
mander of the ISlh ARVN Division. Hng. Qefl- Le 
Mmh D«o. and with the commander of the 3d 
Armored Brigade. Brig. Gen. Trait Quang Knot, to 
coordinate the following morning's attack. At that 
time, the -Md Regiment was about sevrn kdomfirrs 
south of An Uitn, abosil Hi attack mirth, while the 
id Armored Brigade was preparing to send a caval- 
ry squadron and a Ranger battalion across the An 
Dien bridge, 

Although 1he enemy's heavy mortar and artillery 
fire had so weakened the bridge at An Dicn ihat ihe 
cavalry could not follow the Rangers, by nightfall 
the 64th Ranger Battalion was dug in on the eastern 
edge tif Art Dien Village- The 43d Regiment was 
again ordered to resume ihe aiiaek north, and (he 
7th Ranger Group, corning down from Lai Khe, 
waa ordered to lake Base B2 by night attack on 2"? 
May. Became, no progress was made General Thuan 

011 IS May decided li> try a fresh approach. Finl, he 
turned the operation over to General Dao. told him 
to move his S2d Regiment over from Phu Giao. 
gave hun operational toramjnd of Ihe ?th Ranger 
Group, vshiL-h was villi north of Elase ftl, and at- 
tached to Dao's ISlh Division n reinforced squadron 
Of the 3d Armored Brigade, Since it would lake two 
day* to relieve the 52d Regiment on ihe Phu Oiao 
from and mnvc ■[ inui position at Ben Cat, the new 
operation was scheduled for 30 May. Delays in ihe 
relief and movement forced General Dao lo set the 
date ahead to 1 Junr. 



Wiih ihe Hangers villi holding the ihallow bridge- 
head oppovhc Ben Cat and the 43d Regiment mak- 
ing slow progress, attacking the dug-in 273d NVA 
Regiment south of An Dien, General Dao sent the 
2d Battalion, 52d Regiment, across Ihe Thi Thmh 
River on an assault bridge south of Ben Cat on 1 
June. Once icrou, it turned north to attack the 
Ji-Ilt.ws oi tin- NVA Regiment in An Dien. 
Meanwhile, I he reconnataMRce company and an 
infantry company U- -m rli,' IHih Division crossed 
ihe An Dien bridge and advanced toward the vil- 
lage Casualties on both sides were heavy that day in 
An Dien as the commander of the ARVN 32d 
Restinieltl Li'imnmicxl hi* Isl Battalion behind ihe -d 
The 9th NVA Division responded by assaulting thr 
ARVN infantry that night with infantry and at least 
111 tanks. I lie ism Imitations of the J 2d held their 
position* and were reinforced by 1he 3d Battalion 
tltc ncAi afternoon M fan while. ARVN combat en- 
gineers were clearing the road past ihe An Dicn 
bridge. Working at night with flashlights to avoid 
enemy observation and fire, they removed 39 anti- 
tank mine*, from the route of advance, 

Weakened by casualties, the 52d Infantry made 
very little progress on 2 and i June, and ihf 4*d 
Regiment was still being blocked by the NVA 272d 
Regiment General Dao then ordered his 4Blh Infan- 
try across the Thi Thinh <*niih «i Ben Cat. \« pjsv 

through the 52d and take An Dien While the NVA 

IrtBtery continued to pound ARVN ponurnmv two 
battalions of the 48th crossed into the Iron Triangle 
on the night of ?-> June 

The fighlinjc al An t>ien was especially ricrL-r on 
J June as Ihe NVA used lankt against ARVN 
infantry. Armed with light antitank weapon, 
ARVN infantry knocked out at lean four enemy 
tanks in Ihe final day of Ihe battle- On 4 June, troops 
of the ISlh ARVN Division finally entered An 

Dicn and mi Hit' Mil overrun ihe lasl ptVutiLni nf ihe 

NVA's Regimem. which had since been rein- 
forced by elements of ihe 9th NVA Division's 271st 
Rc^iiriciu On lJu- morning: of ihe 5lh. two hattal- 
kons of the 4Sth and two of khe 52d were holding 
An Dien, bracing for a counterattack. One Ranger 
battalion was in a Mocking position north of the 
destroyed village, while another secured the An 
Dim hridge. The 4 id Regiment was Mill stalled by 
the NVA's 272d Regiment's defenses south of An 
Dien The 7th Ranger Group had nol been able 
lo advance toward Base 52 from the north, and 
,» ih'ss major ARVN attack would be required 10 
advance past Clw positions liekl in and around An 
1 Jirn 

NVA soldiers captured by the IKih ARVN Divi- 
sion in An Dien told of horrendous losses in the 
three battalions— the 7th, Slh, and ^hh— of the "JSC 
Regiment rMiuricen sursivinp member? of the *th 
Baiialson were captured when the last strongpoint 
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feU OB 5 June. They sud lb#4 casualties in the 8ih 
and 9lh Battalions beiwecn 10 May and 4 June were 
4} percent. iKjii a company of (he 7lh Battalion had 
Only one nun left, (hat > company of lhc 8th liatiat- 
iAD wu totally destroyed, and thai the '•hli Battalion 
lot! two complete Liuupmitc*. Tlscsc accounts were 
confirmed by ilit large number of bodies left on the 
battlefield jnd by I he quantity of weapon* and 

equipment CaptUTed ARVN" Imwi wen." subslanlial, 
but none of il* unit* were don ma led u were then* 
of the 9th NVA Di vision Well over 100 ARVN 
soldiers had been killed tn action, and the hospitals 
held over 200 wounded from An Diem while 200 
more suffered light wound* not requiring, evacua- 
tion. 

The r&po-'ied NVA counterattack came on Ihe 
night of 5-6 June u two battalions of the 27 hi 
Regiment, 9th NVA Division,, supported by up to 
14 uuka, ■Hacked from two directions- The ARVN 

llth Divisnin held and Us infantrymen kfiotltcd out 
5 tajtLs and damaged 5 others 

The second phase of Ihe Iron Triangle campaign 
wh over wilh the recajplure of An Diem and Gen- 
eral Thuan anxious 10 get the lfl»ck moving, 
again Kiward tta.se K2 and Rath Hap Although ll:c 

An Dien bridge would soon be in condition to carry 
Ihe tanks of ihe 318th Task Force — one company of 
armored personnel earners had already crossed into 
An Unco— a knocked-out T-54 lank blocked Ihe 
narrow road from ihe br»dge mtr> An Dien, 

Swampy ground mi each \ide jtrt-s entrd bypassing 

ilie Lank, and n had to be blown ofT ihe road with 
demolitions. ARVN combat engineer* were labor- 
ing at this task while infantrymen of ihe INih Him- 
wnti were holding ihe perimeter around An Pien 

Base 82 

The first of »evcrpd attempts during ihe third 
phase id retake Bum- f'CjUii m:i 7 June 1 U *4 wlu-n 
the 318th Task Force finally brought its ranks across 
Ihe Thi Thinh River and passed through Ihe 18lh 
Division position m An I>ien While the 32d tnf«n- 
Iryof the IRth Division remained, in reserve holding 
lhc An Dieti perimeter, two battalions of ihe J-Mh 
Infantry moved south and west to protect the south- 
ern flank of Task Force 318 as it attacked along 
Route 7 {TL-7B) toward Due 82. To the south, the 
43d Regiment maintained contact wilh the N '■■ 
272\i Rcgtntcnt. Meanwhile, the 9th NVA Division 
had withdrawn the remnants of the 95C Regiment 
from action and placed its 271st Regiment at Uase 
82, where tl prepared deep, mutually supporting 
defensive positions Clearly indurating it* resolve IO 
conduct u determined defense along Route ^ tn tile 
Iron Triangle, CO&VN sent the 14 1st Regiment of 
ihe 7th NVA Division south from lis position along 
Highway 13, north of Lju Rhc. to reinforce lhc <Hh 



I ji', i Mint north of Base 82 The 9th Division mean- 
while began shifting the 272d Regiment north from 
lhc southern part Of Ihe Iron Triangle IO u.v»t in the 
defense ml' Base H2 and RaL-hi Elap. 

The wet summer monsoon had arrived m Birth 
Dunne, Province K inn-, and low cloud cover furlhei 
reduced the effectiveness of VNAl-'s support of the 
atiack. A dense rubber plantation norihwcsi of Base 
82 provided eseelleni conceal men I for supporting 
defensive positions and observation of local Route 
7. ihe only avenue of approach available for ARVN 
arnuir Dense brush covered the southern ap 
proaches to the base and concealed more enemy 
supporting and reserve posiiHwis The only fairly 
open terrain was on either side of Roule 7 where 
higJi grass offered no concealment to Ihe ARVN 
column but reduced ihe visibility nf ARVN tanks 
tad IdfMiry to * few meters. Furthermore, this 
appmai.li v, .is under the observed fire of the 9lh 
NVA Division's supporting artillery, which includ- 
ed 1 20-mtn. mortars. 122-mm howitiers, 105-mm 
howiliers. and 85-mm. field gum. Infantry mortars. 
£2-mtn- and 61* mm., added to llir mdncvL fire, and, 
in ,ktih:i.. i. i,i ilk- hMl antitank grenade launchers 
carried ui great numbers by the NVA infantry, 
NVA soldiers were amply equipped wilh Ihe new 
Soviet K2-uim recoilless gun. .j superb antiarmnr 
weapon. 

By ihe evening of rt June. Task Force Sit reached 
in first objective. Hill IS, about 1,000 meters short 
of Base 82. There it (ought a battalion af Ihe NVA 
271m Infantry, killing Ml and capturing 10 while 
taking light caauallies The prospects seemed bright 
Tin revapriirnie Has* H: by ihe following da.y. and 
Orncnil Thuan told timer aJ Dae, of the IBth 
ARVN Division that Raeh Bap should be taken by 
15 June. But on 10 June Task Force 3 Id. advancing 
very slowly in two columns, one north of Route 7 
and One muih. was struck by ■ battalinn of the 
NVA 17 1 si Infant iv sup|Mii'Ied by four tanks and a 
heavy concentration of mortar, howilur, and 
rocket fire. Four of Task Force J I E's tanks and one 
of ill personnel carriers were knocked out but per- 
sonnel losses were hghl- By nightfall only 200 
mi-lers had hecii gamed, the enemy's minefields and 
8i-mra. reeodless g,uns having stopped the task 
force S00 meters short of Base SI. 

No progress was made on II June, but ARVN 
•rtiUery und VN AF pounded the haw. Antiaircraft 
fire was intense and kept the VNAF fighter-bomb- 
ers above their most effective attack altitudes. 
Meanwhile. General Thuan, determined lo get Ihe 
attack moving again, Ltirivteil Elrie. ( mt, KI„'i. 
LOnirtlandcr oflhe 3d Armored Hrijiadc, to assemble 
ihe 335ih Task Force at Ben Cat and send it across 
the Thi Thinh to reinforce the attack, The 315th 
was to move southwest and attack Base 82 from Ihe 
south, while the JlSth continued us tronial assault 



VlMTNAM J BUM ChAJtK-FjRE T*J CaPJTU I_ATIC1N 



l arthcr louth. anoiher change was taking place. 
Dealing thai all but one of the NVA's 272d Regi- 
ment's battalions had moved north toward Runic 7, 
liiM'i'r.il Hjp' kit only itm cil hi* A i.S Infanlr* hatlal 
lum in ibr J'liu ] liu area, placing ihe balance of [he 
repltienl 111 reserve. 

By noon on \2 June. 1he ilf>th la*k l-orce had 
reached n position about l.MW meter* viutheast of 
llasc fl2. Al liu" poinl, tiencral Dai] changed the 
.ui^inul concept L>f a [wo-pronged attack rrooi the 
cait and south As soon a* the 315th was ready lo 
attack* he would withdraw 1he .HHtti to defend the 
eastern approaches to Ikn (. M lhai had hem weak- 
ened by the tominilmcol of the JlSth agam*i Due 
S2. 

Thick brush, rough terrain, and accurate enemy 
artillery fire prevented I he 3 1 5lh from making any 
gnins on M June In fact. *» ihc 5 IKtti withdrew 
from contact, it left position* much L-li>scr to ihc 
objective ihait those reached by the 3 1 5th. 

In anoiher change m plan*. [General Duo |»m- 
posed to Ocncral Thuan thai I wo baltalKma each 
front I he J W And 52d Regiment* lake over the 
attack role, while I he M5cli remained in il* defen- 
sive perimeter southeast of Base 82. The infantry 
battalion* would move inlo Ihe rubber plantation 
and attack From the north Genera] Thuan agreed 
and left for JOS headquarter* to ask for s new 

ammumtuHi alliicaliim for the attack. He returned |o 
hi% headquarters in ill humor, fin Gcncfal Klluycn, 
the RVNAl- Chief of Logistic*, was unable to sa- 
tisfy tin* r i.'i|Ul-v1 

By \$ June, the Iwi leading AR.VN 4.td Intamry 
battalion*, one tif which un attempting lo \wing 
north of Base 82 from An Dicn, had made very linle 
headway against strong resistance and heavy enemy 
artillery fire- In contact* south of Route 7 on the 
17th, prisoners uf war were taken from ihe 272d 
Regiment, soldiers who had recently arrived in 
South ViellUUtl alld had been assigned In I Ik- 2?2d 

for only three days before their capture ARVN 
caauillirs continued Eo mount, troops were desper- 
ately fatigued, artillery support wa» too severely 
rationed, and ihe weather all hut eliminated effec- 
tive air support. On 21 June, General Thuan or- 
dered a hall in the attempt to take Base 82. while a 
new approach, belter supported by artillery fire, 
could devised t.'onsider:i1 ion was also given to 
replacing lllL- IStli DivLsum, whuK lliMps had been 

in heavy combai for a month, M iih the 5ih Division. 

Instead of relieving Ihe ItHh. General Thuan de- 
cided lo try hrs armor again. Holding the infantry in 
position, he »ent the JlSth and 3224 Task Force* 
back into the Triangle, one nonh of Route 7. ihe 
other generally along the road The enemy's anti- 
tank defenses* primarily employing the 82- mm re- 
CoUleiSi gun, flopped ihe attack once Again, destroy- 
ing 1 1 personnel earners and II M AS tanks between 



27 June and I July, even Ihougb ARVN artillery 
unci the VNAK supported! ihe attack with 4^.000 
rounds and 25U wirlin I lie lifc-tl iiif.intrs men of ihr 
4kJ Rcgimcnl I tied mice again lo take b.i-. 
■he south on I July bui goi nowhere 

On I July, General Thuan finally decided to 
relieve the I >■■ la Division and replace il v,ilh lllc 5lh 
Ihc armored task forces would he withdrawn fur 
tcM jiiJ refining General Thuan allowed his com- 
mander* ten days to complete the relief; he wanted 
it done gradually and expertly so that constant 
pmsure could he nuintiuned again*! the enemy. In 
Ltrder mri lo weaken ihe Srh Division's defense* 
north of I .ii Khe, elcmcni* of ihc lflth Division's 
52d Regmaeni, which had seen little action, and two 
battalions of the 2?ih Division's 50lh Infantry were 
attached lo the 5th Division in Ihe Inn Tflhuiglc. 
I tie relief wa* jL-L-innpti*heU on *chedule, and a 
irlalUL- Lalni \el[tcd Over ihe lia.vc *1 tuillcgrouild 

The 9th NVA Division also made adjustments 
during the last part of June and the find weeks of 
July. While ihc H77d Kcpimcni retained defensive 
p<i*Mlon* in the miueKltii pari id I hi~ I run Triangle, 
ihe °SC Regimen I, retillcd and wilh fresh replacc- 
menLt, returned to the Base 82 area and assumed 
responsibility for its defense The Ihtrd regiment of 
ihe 9ih NVA Division, the 27 1st. heW defensive 
positions in Ihe Base (2 area, primarily lo the north 
and northesM. Meanwhile, the 14 He Kcgrrakcnt of 
ilu- 7ih S'V'A Divlvilmi rciurncd to lis normal area of 
operations north of Lai Khe, and artillery support 
for the 9th NVA Division waa assigned to Ihe 4 2d 
NVA Artillery Regiment, The 75lb NVA ArtiKery 
Regtment moved from the Ben Cat area lo *upptjn 
the 7ib NVA Division eat of Route 13. 

The Sth ARVN Division made no determined 
effort during July or August lo alter the siaju* cim> 
The NVA, however pulled tht- M^t' Regiment i»ut 
«f Base 92 and rep tat ed n v-nh tlie 14 In R^uttenc 
of ihe 7ih NVA Division, in lime U meet the nest 
concerted ARVN elTon lo take Base fX. 

By autumn the »lh Infantry. 5lh ARVN Division, 
had been selected to iry m plam Souih Viri nam's 

red and yellcrs* '-anihrr im Base K2, having replaced 

iU sister regiment, the 7th r in the Iron Triangle. 
Prior lo on attack scheduled for 7 September, 
ARVN reconnaissance palml* bnd successfully 
retched the h»^ s perimeter The Slh RcgimL-m 

formed a lask force nJOund Us l\l and 2d Battaluili*, 

reinforced by the 3th Divtuon Reconnaissance 
Company and a small jftnorcd \n *.■<]* with Ihrcc Nt- 
41 tanl.*, three M-4S tanks, and three armored per' 
sonnet carriers. The I st Battalion advanced south o| 
Rnute 7. while tlie 2d liatijlion, with ihe reconnais- 
sance company and ihe armored troops, advanced 
on an axis north of the road. Unopposed and 
moving quickly the two battalicm* reached ihe outer 
defenses of Base H2 in ihe early morning of T 
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September but niulj gen no further that day. Faced 
with harbed wire jjuJ nunc* and undeJ flic froni tilt 
front and flanks, the Bth Infantry dug in, As (he run 
of enemy shells continued, much of it heavy 120- 
min Soviet mortars, ihe Slh kept digging and im- 
proving fighting positions with logs iiw-rhcad. 

On S September, (he NVA shelling, increased, and 
■t 1 600 it began to rain, ending all VNAF aerial 
observation and air support for the Hth Infaatrj As 
(hi 1 rjii": increased, so did ihc tnrnii bombardment, 
1600 rounds railing in one hour, and Ihc battlefield 
was obscured in smoke, ARVN infantry could hear 
Ihe approach of tanks- One column or T-M's came 
out of I Mr nihhcr plantation and forest to the north, 
and another line of sin advanced from the south. 
The three ARVN M-48's withdrew, and at IB00 
hours, nearly caught in a double envelopment, the 
Sth Infantry fell back, first about 300 meters where 
the leaden ■(tempted to establish a nfw line then 

ildl meters farthei hack where ihr troops ill' I he Slh 
rallied and Itclii mi the western slope of Hill 25. 

With victory seemingly » close. General Thuan 
wm deeply disappointed by ihe rout of Ihc 8th 

hU'L-.imcnl, .nid his disappointment changed 1o .iny.t-r 

when he learned of ihe relatively light casualties 
suffered by Ihe Slh: 6 killed, 29 missing, and 67 
wounded, But even if Ihe Slh Infantry leaders on the 
scene could have held their troops in their exposed 
position* in front of Hax H-2, the regiment probably 
could not have survived the NVA counterattack Jn 
any case, General Thuan ordered an inunedute 
invealigalion of Ihe circuraslances of the 8ih Infan- 
try's failure and subsequently dismissed Ihe regimen- 
tal commander Un II September, the 8lh Infantry 
was replaced in ihc Iron Triangle by ihe Qth, and 
Ihe final phase of ihe fight to retake Base 112 wo* 
about to begin. 

All ihrrc battalions of ihe 9th Infantry moved 
into position on the west slur* of Hill 25 Combat 
losses since the start of the NVA offensive in May. 
combined with rhe slow flow of the replacements 
into the regiment, had reduced battalion strength to 
under 300. Between 17 and IS September, the vih 
concentrated on reconnaissance, planning, and im- 
provement of positions. As the ARVN 9th Regi- 
ment prepared for the attack, Ihe NVA was begin- 
ning to execute another relief in the Ben Cat battle- 
field. The 141st Regiment of the 7ih NVA Division 
made preparations to leave the Hase A 2 area and 
turn over its defense once again to the 9SC Rcgi- 
mmi of ihc *hh NVA Dis iston 

Wnh the 2d Armored Cavalry Squadron protect' 
ing Ihe right {north) flank, and two Ranger battal 
ions protecting the left, the 9th ARVN Infantry 
R«fiR»ca.l began its attack toward Base 82. The two 
.ill.Kkuig battalions, rlu' Ut Battalion on the right, 
north of Route 7, and the 2d on the left, crofted the 
line of departure on Kill 25 on 19 September. 



Moving slowly, with excellent reconnaissance and 
effective artillery support, ihc ARVN infantrymen 
methodically eliminated, one by one, the enemy's 
mutually supporting bunkers thai lay in a dense 
pullcMi ill I alon_n ihe route ot aih ar,, e. Although the 
NVA infantrymen defended tenaciously and their 
artillery support was heavy and accurate, thcy 
gradually gave ground, On 29 September, the lit 
Battalion relieved the weary 3d Battalion, and Ihe 
relentless attack continued. £)n 2 October, ihe 2d 
Battalion. 46ih ARVN Infantry. 25th Division, wax 
committed to reinforce the 2d Battalion of the 9th 
Infantry, Before midnight on 3 October, as enemy 
artillery and mortars were still firing heavy bar- 
rages, a ll.man jssaall Kam from the to Battalion. 
9th Infantry, attempted to breach the barbed wire 
and scale the earthen wall. An antipersonnel mine 
detonated, disclosing Ihe team's position, and heavy 
fire from the base pinned it down, Very early Ihe 
nc*t morning, ihe NVA infantry counterattacked, 
forcing the withdrawal of ihe assault team. But il 
became apparent to ihe ARVN commander on ihe 
ground thai victory was within grasp. A 1 00- round 
concentration of 155-mm, howitzer fire, which he 
requested, hod the desired effeel: enemy resistance 
and relum fire was notably diminished hy I "TO. nrul 
a half hour later NVA infantrymen Were wen 
climbing out of their crumbling fortress and running 
to Ihc rear. At 1500 on 4 October the 1st Battalion. 
9th Regiment, raised South Vietnam's flag over 
Base 52. ending a btHcr four-month struggle and Ihe 
third phase of live Irtm Tpangk campaign 

Return lo Racn Bap 

Calm returned Cl» the Iron Triangle as the rem- 
nants of ihe 95C and 2 7 2d NVA Regimen is with- 
d rew from Base 92 For three days, even the NVA 
artillery was stlenf Meanwhile, far lo Ihe north of 
the Ben Cat hattle^r^uinJ jnd m ihc t'tlSVN rear 
area, a significant event wu taking place. Rccognii 
nig the need lo plan and coordinate the op* rati oris 
of multi-divisional forces, COSVN organized a 
corps hejwJi.[u.iri(Ts m the Tay Ntnh-Binh Long 
region and dcsjajkMed it the 30t*t Corps, This corps 
would soon direci the combat operations of ihe 7th 
and 9th NVA Divisions, scparaie regiments, and 
additional formations already en route from North 
Viet mm, 

After the long and cosily victory ai Hast S2 
General Thuan decided to rest ihe tired troops of 
ihe Sth ARVN Division and turned his attention to 
sending h» 2Jlh Division to clear out the enemy 
bases in the Ho Bo area west of the Iron Triangle 
The ARVN defenses around An Dicn and Base £2 
were taken over by Regional Forces and Rangers. 
For what became the fourth phase of the campaign, 
1 1 1 Corps Headquarter* worked ob phua Co resume 
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the attack to retake Roth Bap, the last of the three 
uuiposts still remaining in enemy hinds. General 
Iliuan also recognized the need to clean the enemy 
out ol IHc seiuLhcrn pari of the llun frianylc, 
' hi ■■ I I'liu I Ihi iinl i plan i ik-. iiip.L-.Mn.' K.iL-h 
Bap. Phu Th u. and the Phu Hoa *re* west of ihe 
Iron Triangle began to take shape. But on 30 Octo- 
ber, before ihc execution or the plan, President 
linen relieved ( k-ncral 1 huan of sommand of Mili- 
tary Region 3 and HI Corps and replaced him wilh 
Lt. Gen. Du Quoc Dong. Other important com- 
mand changes took place on the same day. The II 
Corn* Commander, Lt. Gen. Nguyen Van Toan, 
vrn replaced by Mij_ fjen. Pham Van Phu. arul 
Maj. Oen, Nguyen Khoa Nam became the new 
commander of IV Corps, in place or Ll. Gen. 
Nguyen Vinh Nghi Only I Cotjn wa» untouched, 
where Ll. t'ien Ngni Quang Trmiiijjj retained corn- 

III.iNlI 

General DiMig ifrtntcduilclj vurvcyed ihc iilUnlion 
in [lie Imn I tune,!,/ .lihI reviewed ihc plan i>\ In-. 

predecessor,, which as modified became operation 
Quyel Thang 19/24 (Operation Will lo Victory) 
Battalions from all three divisions it\ the corps were 
committed; |3 Day wn 14 November- The 9lb In- 
fantry of the 5th ARVN Division, the victors of 
Base 82, started from An Dion and marched west, 
along Route ?, pasi Rate (-2 toward Kjh.1i Bap Tlie 
4Sc)i jnd 52d kegnncni* "f the l«lh Division 
utifvvtl Hi.- I In I hmh River south of Ben Cat and 
entered the Iron Triangle and attacked west toward 
the Saigon River. Element! of ihc 50th ARVN 
Infantry, 2 5 1 h Division, were already in this area. 
Meanwhile, ihe 4fjth ARVN Infantry and one hnt- 
talion ivf ihe ^oih moved inio tin 1 pUuilulion* nonh 
of Phu Koa District Town lo prevent enemy infil- 
t rat ton across the Saigon River. 

A kmg Route 7, Ihe 9lh ARVN Infantry advanced 
without incident until 19 November when sharp 
fighting wl-vi of Ba.se 82 faulted m over 40 ARVN 
soldirrA Wounded Thr enemy withdrew leaving 14 
dead and many weapons and radios behind. The 
neat morning, Reconnaissance Company, 9th Infan- 
try, entered Rach Bap unopposed The Iron Trian- 
gle campaign wa» virtually over, although mopping 
upopcralmns cunlinucd in the viulb alonj; Rcnite 14 
until 24 November Measured against ihe costs and 
violence of the earlier phases of the campaign, ihis 
final chapter was anliclinucuc. Casualties on both 
vides Were light, .nid contact* Were few and irf slum 
duration. The NV'A had given up Us last foothold in 
the Iron Triangle wilh only token resistance in 
order to replace losses, reorganize, re-equip, and 
retrain the main forces of the new 301st Corps fat 
the decisive baitles to cinne 



Ptw Ghw> 

As mentioned earlier, the NV"A 16 May offensive 
in Bmh Duong Province Wat a two-division attack, 
with Lhe 9lh NVA Division wcsl t*\ Route 1 '* into 
the Iron Triangle and the Till NV'A Division c«l. 
against Phu Giao Disinct. The principal 7th Divi- 
won objective was Ihe bridge on Inierprovincial 
Route 1A {LTL-IA) over Ihe Song Be south or the 
niajnr ARVN 4th Divishui bate at Phuoc Vmh and 
northeast of ihc Ben Cat lion Irijiigrx- battlefield 
{Sec Map 14.) 

The 7th NVA Division un J April n^crrjEi llic 
ARVN outpost at Chi Linh. After taking Chi Lmh, 
the division's 14 1st Infantry Regiment remained in 
the Chon Thanh area until detached for duty in Ihe 
Inn Triangle under the *llh NVA Division. Mean- 
while, the other tv,v "i:i DiM^iom regiments were 
preparing fat ihc May offensive m ihe jungly 
around Phu Giao. The LfrSth NV'A tnfaniry Regi- 
ment was west of Route lA and north of ihc Song 
Be; the 2Wih NVA Infantry Regiment was south of 
lhe -Song Be, wilh battalions disposed on both sides 
of Rome I A- But sometime before 16 May. the 

iMlh crossed lhe Simp He aruE moved tn(ti uttack 
pOiiithUh irt lhe Bo 1.9 area, mhueIi of P1>u (iiau, jnd 
ihe 209th maved north to posnions close hi tlie 
Song Be bridge. The 7th NVA Division'*, plan 
called for Ihe 1651 h to allock ARVN positions and 
block Rome 1A w>uth of the bridge, while the 20*1 h 
woliIlL sei/e bmiy.r ;ind its t4in|riTllm^ terrain. 

The defense of the Song, Be budge wu the re- 
iponsihiliiy uf the J22cl Hi- Ualtahon. while lhe Vlh 
and Sth Regimtntx of the ARVN Sih DivLvam and 
the 319th Task Force were in position to provide 
support from the Phuoc Vtnh base south to the Bo 
La area. Based on good intelligence, Ihe 8th ARVN 
Infantry attacked assembly area* occupied by ele- 
m*nu of [he 2cWih NVA lidjinry an li May. The 
disruption caused by this attack was probably large- 
ly responsible for the poor showing made by two 
hatlalions of Ihe JWtli which, (he following morn- 
ing, attacked RF owl port* around the Song Be 
bridge. In any event, lhe I roups uf lhe M2d Kl 
Battalion fought off the attack, losing a few posi< 
lion* but maintaining control of the key terrain and 
the bridge. 

Meanwhile, 1he 165th NVA Infantry Regiment 
had belter success in attacking the Bo La area. 
iruRajting \i> hold enough of Route 1A In prevenl 
reinforcements from breaking through to the bridge. 
But its accomplishment was short-lived. The Slh 
ARVN Division reacted immediately and sent its 
7i h Infancy Regiment and the 3 15th Task Force 
north in break ihc hhick on Rn-atc I A. Casualties on 
Lhe ARVN side were light, but the NVA losi lu-.n 
ily: the 2CWlh was especially hard hit by ARVN 
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artillery and air strikes in I he bridge area- By 2$ 
May. despite rcinforccnicni of ihe lfrilh NVA Regi- 
on- m by n battalion of lis vincf icguncnt, the 141*4, 
the ARVN tint and infantry counterattack had 
cleared Ihe rood to (he bridge and beyond Co Phwoe 
Villh. Although ihe "?th NVA Division maintained 
Us I til I h and 20>lh Regiments in I he Phu Giao area 
for ihe rest ill" (he sumnier. ihe uraiegk raids cam- 
pai^n m cistern Binh Duong Province was a failure, 
essentially over a week after i1 began, and the 
ARVN successfully sounlered ihe sporadic attacks 
the enemy continued in mute along Route I A in the 
Phu Guil area. 

Men Hh 

The strategic inidi campaign in I Hen Ho* Prov- 
ince differed from that in limb t>mmg, principally 
because the main objective, ihe sprawling air and 
logistical hase at then lieu, wu beyond the reach or 
Urge NVA formations. But even if a main-force 
regiment could have penetrated the Bien Hot de- 
fenses it would most likely have been cut off. 
surrounded, and destroyed. The attack* in Bien Hoc 
wirrc therefore stand tiff artillery rKimbardmcnls, 
sapper raidft and small-scale infantry assaults j^.hh-.i 
outpo*li 

The first large attack of the summer came on J 
June, from launching sites north of the air base, ihe 
NVA iirlillcry launched nl I c«*< 40 122-Rim. S<is lot 
rockets. Most of them struck instde the base, ss here 
they did minor damage to runway* and destroyed 
300 napalm c an ji titers, hut Ihe rest exploded in 
hamlels surrounding the base, killing and wounding 
civilians Surprisingly, no aircraft -were damaged- 
I he NVA artillery struck again early on 10 August 
with 25 rocLcis. Of ilkese, seven liii the F-iA stor 
ige area, slightly damaging a few airplanes. Most of 
the rest fell on civilian communities causing light 
casualties. The bombard moil omlinued sporadical- 
ly throughout the morning and resumed the next 
day, hut m> significant casualties or damage rcsulU'd. 

The 10 August rocketing of Bien Hoa signalled 
the beginning of Ihe NVA'i attack on the outposts 
along ihe north bank of the grcal Dong Nil River in 
1 an I yen District mirth of ihe air base- Employing 
primarily the 16Sih Infantry Regiment, ihe 7th 
NVA Division attacked RF-manned outposts in- 
tended to prevent Ihe enemy's crossing of the Dong 
N*i tnd deny him easy access to areas, from u huh 
hcCtuiM hunch rcvkfls agamsl Itifn Hoa 

Ihe firsi outpost to fall, Ho Da, sscsi of Tan 
Uyen District Town,, was overrun on the night of 9 
August but was recovered by the ARVN 52d Infan^ 
try five days later On ihe 10th. a banal ion of the 
165th NVA Infantry captured Dai C'uoc outpost ji 
the big bend in Ihe Dong Nai cast of Ton L'yen Thc 
enemy managed to hold on to this outpost until 24 
Angust, when the J46th RF Battalion recaptured it- 



E-ist nl" Oai Cunc on the river north of Thai 
Hung village, was the Ba Cam outposi, manned by 
ihe 316th RF Battalion. In successive attacks, the 
J 1 6th was driven out of its defenses by a battalion of 
(he 165th NVA Infantry, heavily supported by artil- 
lery By 1,1 AupuU, I he tlolh had svilh.ii.nui u< 
Thai Hung, virtually destroyed by NVA and 
ARVN artillery. By Ihe end of Ihe month, ARVN 
counterattack- had recovered all lost positions north 
of Ihe Dong Nai, Ihe enemy having suffered heavy 
casualties during the brief campaign, 

The only other incident of noic in iltc Rum Hoa 
area during 1 974 was the NVA upper attack on 21 
October against the lloa An bridge over ihe Dong 
Nai linking Bien Hoa with Saigon This bridge, the 
most important of three across the Dong Nai notlh- 
i-.isl of Salmon, was KtXj niclers i il" reinforced COn> 
cictc. Hy floating ISSn tufts loaded Willi rsplusivc 
downstream so thai ihe rope that joined ihcm 
wrapped around a bridge pillat. ihr water-sappers 
were able to .KO-inplish their mission even though 
■II Of them were killed in the river by ARVN 
sentries before the explosion, which knocked down 
two b0-meter spans arm! rallied the ssmdnsss in ihe 
American Cotisubllr offices at the riser's edge 
Three days later. ARVN engineers had a one-way 
Bailey span in place and i raffle resumed. 

Xuun I 

General Thuan, command nip; III Corps at Ihe 
time, could not give Ihe crucial bailies north of 
Saigon his undivided attention during the summer nf 
19T4.. He was forced to look user his shoulder as the 

^CiatL-gic raids campaign spread Ul ihe ravlcfn limits 

of Military Region 3 and threatened to close Na- 
tional Rome I {QL-lk Saigon's major connection 
sv ilh the central coastal provinces. 

About 30 kikimetcrs along Route I cast of Saigon 
was Xuan l.oc, capital of Long Khanh Province. 
Sei in the midst of vast, lush rubber plantations t 
Xuan Loc was the eastern terminus of the railroad 
that once carried passengers and freight up the coast 
ail the way to Hind. Xuan Loc was also close to 
ihe beginning of Roulc 20 (Qt.-20), which Joined 
Route I Wesl of ihe city, and provided Saigon IK 
connection with ihe mountain resorts and bountiful 
gardens of Dalai. Adding to the strategic impor- 
tance of Xuan Loc, Local Route 2 began there and 
ssound south through the plantation* into phuoc 
Tuy Province, providing an alternate route tQ the 
port city of Vung Tau. 

The 18th ARVN Division usually kept a regiment 
at Xuan Ijiic. frequently opcrjliu^ a^amsl ihe 
NVA's 33d and 27-tih Regiments that maintained 
base areas in the jungles north and south of Roulc I. 
Because of heavy requirements for combat power in 
Binh Duont' .n:.t Hum Hoa I'mvirsces. General 
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fhuan pulkd I he lKth Division out of Long Kh.ir.h 
in the summer of 1974. leaving I he security of thai 
province and its line* of communication lo Region*! 
and Popular Force* and creating opportuniUe* for 
the local VC, supported by ihe trom force NVa 

regiment*, to lake ihe oflVnvuse m Loil^ Rhanh and 

Phuoc Tuy Pravincct. 

Han Etiab and Hunj- I-n 

rhc duster of hamlets called Ban Binh. in Ihe 
rubber plantations east of Xuan Loc, was Ihc first 
in,i|or object is <- of Communis! forces in ihe straic 
gK raids campaign in Long R hanh Province. On 24 
May. an NVA force of iwp baitaJions of ihe 274th 
NVA Regiment, a battalion of ihe 3Jd NVA Regi- 
ment, and an NVA engineer ballalion invaded Ihe 
hamlets, overrunning I he local force defense* with 
ease- Tentative effort* by Regional Puree battalions 
failed lo dislodge 1 he enemy, and ihe NVA Mill In- Id 
Itao Binh when General Thuan visiied province 
hciduuancrs on 8 June. General Thuan was not 
pleased wilh Ihe district chiefs assertion thai Ihe 
clearing of Bao Bimh would have to wait until the 

iMti [}|\mon ret limed lo Xuan I iv 

On II June, a strong NVA force attackc-d ihc 
Rung La refugee resettlement village and cut Route 
I aboul 30 kilometer* cast of Bao Binh, Rung La 
was one of several village* established in eastern 
Military Rcginn i lo provide new home* .and farm- 
land for refugees who fled ihe NVA invasion of 
Hmh Long Province in W71 People Ir-n 1 i h. S h':i 
and An Lnc, after sulTcrm* weeks tvf inactivity tn 
crowded Eeni camp* following I hen rwaj* from ihe 

Communist ofFensive, were clearing virgin land for 
fanning and harvesting wood from the Forests that 
surrounded new. government-sponsored village* 
Some l^2,(XD refugee* were making * fresh begin- 
ning In lllis region, and the ilruggjc would have 
been difTkult enough without frequent hara.ssmenl 
from VC and NVA forces. Mortar attacks, minings, 
kidnapping and murder, ah intended to di-nipt te- 
vciilemem efforts, failed, however, to drive the refu- 
gee* away 

Communist terrorism had been relatively minor 
□mil April, when a definite n\c m inodcnls ^.i^ 
acted- The frequency of imirtax attacks increased, 
and ihe Communists became bolder in early June ai 
they exploited the absence of the 18th ARVN Divi- 
sion. On I June. 1hey entered the Thai Thien rcset- 
tlcmeni village anrl burned J* houses, warning the 
pcHiple M leave. Returning mi 6 June, ihey burned 
$0 house* and again warned the villagers ui leave 
On 1 1 June they burned HO houses in Rung La 
village and closed Route 1 nearby. 

Rune. La was one of ihe Urge*! seillemenl* of An 
Lac refugees, ihe first of whom began occupying 
the village in December 1473. By June the poptuav 
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lion had grown to IHJKKI Wlim an NVA road 
block isolated Rung La from Xuan Loe, up to 
10,000 villagers fled eastward into Hinh Tuy and 
Binh Thuan Province*, The .H7lh RF Ballahou am) 
the JJSlh RF company 'if Long Klianb Province 

Wcfc dispatuhed In hi" cult the CUCmy'i hold OH 

Route L. bul both were repelled by heavy mortar 
fire. An RF ballalion from Binh Tuy experienced a 
• ■rirl.ir reception at Rung La The political and 
psychological damage, 1o say nothing nf ihe serious 

effe<.lv im 3ocal commerce mf culling the principal 

north-south artery, was enough ic draw the corps 
commander's attention away from ihe Iron Triangle 
jihI his olher -venous problem* in VTi I H-flxn Region 1 
<ieneral thuan flew over (he roadhlock on 1> Jgm- 
and Viewed the NVA force and lis defences, lie 
Iheu ordered a task force, assembled at Xuan l.OC, 
to start moving cast along Route I lo clear the road. 
The force included Iwo battalion*, oi ihc ?th ARVN 
lliv i-hum's Mb Ini.ii'i.- s -I,. ; VI H.tii^i'.' B.ucahon of 
ihe 7lh Ranger Group, and a lank company Malting 
flcxKi use of heavy arlillrry suppoM and jLr obscrva- 
tmiL, ttie lasli force by I *• June cltared two of three 
enemy positions. When the last position fell on ft 
June, and the road was again open. Ihe villagers of 
Rung La began returning to rebuild Ihcir settlement 

Leaving ihe Ranger hatlalion and one of |hr Mil 
Infantry Regiment's battalions to secure the con- 
struction of a new RF base at Rung La, General 
Thuan ordered Ihe province chief to use Ihe other 
Slh Infantry Battalion and Long Khanh RP baiiaL 
ions to retake Ihe Bao Binh hamleii still under 
enemy control This force however proved to be 
loo light for the task Since heavy demand* else- 
where precluded rcmforkfmenl. Bat> Hmh remained 
■n enemy haniiv. 

On £ July, the NVA again moved against Rung 
La and succeeded in holding a segment of Route I 
.mill i he 1.1 1 h Although ihrse har**imcnli were 10 
ciml lime tli r,i'.i j.\h.. -.u| thr year, baeeneinv ujs unsuc 
cevsful in blocking traffic again. 

Bao Binh was a difficult objective. In late July 
and August, ihe province chief employed the 7th 
K.m^er ( m>up ajiamvl ihe well .established enemy 
defenses, and the Rattlers cleared all hut one hamlet 
before being pulled out lo operate around Rung La 
But by Ihe end of the year, all of Bao Binh was 
under Soulh Vietnamese conlrot a* Communist 
umis withdrew, protiahly 10 receive orders for the 
final offensive. 

Tar Nlab 

Because of the beating ihe 3th NVA Division had 
taken in the Due Hue and Long Knot oclions 
dunng the spring, the strategic raids campaign was 
slower getimg Varied in 'Fay Ninh Province. The 
main attacks were against Ihe ARVN outposts along 
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Interprovinctal Route 13 (LTL4J) west of Tay 
Nmh City and the Song Vam Co Don$. but sup- 
porting a«*i diversionary attacks were cotsd ueted 
against ihc Bffi Can outpost near the Angel's Wing, 
the southern edge of Tay Nmh City, and Sue* Da, ■ 
hamlet and outposl mirihcui of Tay Nmh City in 
ihe shadow of Nut Ba Den. The NVA j'vi moved 
107.mm. rackeu in elate enough to bombard the 
city; tome of these struck (he civilian hospital on the 
night of IS August and on (he morning of I be 19th, 
wounding 14 palienls and killing 0OC- 

The NVA'i purpose wu parallel to the one ii hod 
ined lo achieve it Due Hue; Id seize the territory 
between the Cambodian frontier and the Vim Co 
Dong The focw* of this attack, however, w» north' 
wcm of Due Hue. 

A firing of three oulposts guarded the western 
approach to Tay Nmh Cily between the Svay Ricng 
Provrncc border and the Vam Co Dong, Ben 5oi 
pan wh cloaeu to Tay Nina City; H wm on Local 
Route 13 an the west bank of the Vam Co Dong. 
The two forward post* were Luu Buu Lam on 
Route 13, about halfway to the border, and Luoc 
Tin. located on y.'-iwinjl|y fir aided land within sight 
of .Svay Ritnp Province. Cambodia. The bfciw fell 
Mmuhancuuils on the three pmu cm the moming or 
14 August as the 61 h Regiment, 5th NVA Djviaioa, 
launched heavy morlir and artillery bombardment* 
inio (he fortraaea. About 1.000 civilian! began 
stream iji ](; inui Tay Ninh City to escape the on- 
d&ught, hut some 3,000 were trapped behind the 
block tliat ihe NV'A 6lh Regimen I plat-i'd nn I he 
road between Luoc Tan and Luu Buu Lam. 

The ARVN 3121b. RK Battalion's 2d Company at 
Luoc Tan reported absorbing interne shelhngs in 
which all of the buildings and three fourth* of i he 
bunkers there had been destroyed. Bui n In-Ui nn 
and beal back successive assaults by tank-supported 
battalions of the *th NVA Regiment As of 15 
August, ihc conipam commander reported that his 
men had repaired most of the defensive positions 
and that very effective artillery and air strikes had 
fcn o c/ke d out one lank and killed over 300 of the 
enemy around Luoc Tan. Of the 97 men he had 
when Ihc attack began, J 5 were slill able lo fight. 

Em of Luoc Tan. Luu Buu Lam and Ben Sen 
were quiet after the second day as ihe NVA con- 
cent rated on Luoc Tan and the 25th ARVN Divi- 
sion's 46th Infantry Rcgimem sent a battalion in to 
reinforce Luu Buu Lam. To ihc south, at Ben Cau, 
tWD NVA soldiers captured from ihc 174th NVA 
Infantry said that their regiment was severely un- 
dermanned and ii* mission wai only lo lest Ihc 
ARVN re*: I ion- in the aitack at Ben Cau, The 
NVA found Ihc reaction to be vtuleni as well a* 
firm 



The i launch defense pui up by ihr company of 
ihr ,U3ih KH Battalion il Luoc Tin boosted RF 
and civilian morale throughout Tay Nmh. Resuppty 
of ihr hide garrison was made by helicopter as the 
relief column of the 46th ARVN Regiment ap- 
proached along Route I J. On 30 August, ihc com- 
pany commander at Luoc Tan reported driving off 
a three-pronged infantry assault; the 4nth tnfajiiry's 
batialion was sialkd about three kilometers away, 
where it bad been for four day*; Fearing an ambush. 
General Thuan had ordered (he batialion to hall its 
attempt to link up with Luoc Ton. The night of 20 
August waa the last for the 2d Company, 3 1 2th RF 
Battalion, H a battalion of Ihe 6th NVA Regamcni 
breached ihe shattered defensive works and cap- 
tured ihc garrison. It remained sra NVA hands, bul 
Ihe cosl was high. The 6th NVA Regiment had to 
be withdrawn to Cambodia for another refitting and 
10 receive replacements 

Tilts ha* been an account nf the main events that 
took place around Saigon during the NVA'i strate- 
gic raids campaign ui the summer and fall of 1974 
No attempt has been made to cover all combat 
action*; the purpose has been rather lo treat those 
which changed ihe map in a significant way. illus- 
trated tin- relative strengths and weakness of the 
opposing force*, demonstrated ihe strategics and 
I DC tics adopted In the two suits, and set the sUige 
fori he finul NVA offensive. 

In the deep forests or northern Tay Nmh, Binh 
Limp and NHC Long Provinces, COSVN was 
building a mighty combat capability, stockpiling 
weapons, ammunition, fuel, and supplies, marshal- 
ling and 1 raining replacements, builduig hcnpiiaK 
improving roads and bridges, while its major fight- 
i\ifi furccs. tlie Slh. 71 h ,md 9th NVA binwun 
pressed forwaTtl against the ARVN's outer line of 
defense. 

Note on Sources 

Principal among the sources of Ihis chapter were 
the author's noies recording visits in the field, par 
ttcuijuiy in Binh Duong Province and 10 III Corps 
headquarters at Bien Hon, and meetings with ihc 
J2/JGS. 

I he WceVly Summarj published bj DAO Saigon 
Intelligence Hunch and hj the J 2/JCiS provided 
Ihe chronology of events as well as detailed order, 
of-baltte information. Heavy reliance was also 
placed on the reports of the Consul Genera], Bicn 
Hon, and office* of the US Embassy, Saigon. As 
usual much reliable information was also derived 
from r.iHler and prtsonel of war interrogation rc 
ports and from captured documents. 
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The Highlands to 
the Hai Van 

Jusi is the COSVN force* in South Vietnam"* 
Military Region i were conducting the strategic 
raids cwnpnpi to reduce the defenses around 
Sai^im, ui ihe forces of the B-3 From and ilie 
NVA'i MUilafy Region S WeJc embarked on ihnr 
campaign to eliminate ihe isolated ARVN outposts 
in lhc <.Vnir.il Highlands and move into lhc coastal 
lowlands of South Vietnam's Military Regions 1 and 
2- Heavy fighting lay ahead in (he vast rfjiion [rum 
lhc high plaleau of Darlae 10 ihe narrow coastal 
plain of Quang Nun. 

fJuuriR Tin 

In the sprinjt of 1974, South Vietnam Mill had two 

district seals deep in lhc highlands of Quang Tin 
Province but controlled only shallow perimeters 

around the lirani, 1 urn fhuOc and Hau Due, and 
maintained a tenuous hold un like lines of commum- 
citnn into them. The enemy still held Hiep Due 
with dementi of the 2d NVA Division (reorganized 
and redesignated from the old 71 1th NV A Dismal 
and protected; the headquarters area of NVA MUi- 
lary Region S between Tien PltLiiH: and Han Due. 

Tile population was vpiifsr in ihr mountain dis- 
tricts of Quang Tin, and its requi remems for prod- 
ucts from oul&sde lhc region were relatively small 
But after the NVA moved in wilh large troop unite 
and commerce with (he coast became restricted, 
shortages and hardship* grew. Thr local Commu- 
nists, striving to recruit a larger following among 
lhc villagers, were finding it difficult to provide 
incentive! since the people knew that conditions 
were butler around llir South Vietnamese commum- 
lies of Ti<n PhlHk: and H;iu Due where infrequent 
but adequate convoys brought rice and other com- 
modities from the province capital, Tun Ky, Part of 
I he Communis! strategy thus wu lo improve NVA 

line* of eommumeat ion from southwestern t^uan^ 

Tin Province to the coaat near Tarn Ky and to 
block South Vietnamese access lo Tien Phuoc. If 
■he NVA could succeed in these objectives, lhc 



mountain population would he impelled to shift to 
the areas unUc'i Communist control. (Map lb> 
In lv7,1 the NVA engineers had improved the 

channel and const rue led ducks on the Song Iriuih 
wot of Kau Due, thus providing! a secure water 
route to the NVA base nt Htep Due. The NVA 
engineers also widened the road southeast lo Tra 
Bong District m Quang Ngai. The next step* were 
lit gain aeecM, lo the eoa.il south (if lam Ky and 
block local Route S33 west from Tarn Ky, thus 
isolating Tien Phuoc, 

The first target was the sprawling village of Ky 
Tra, a minor road junction in the hills west of Chu 
J ;u Out wile the village wal an outpost called Nut 
Va On 4 May, after a battalion id NV'A infanlry 
overran Nui Va, the attack quickly shifted io Ky 
Tra aa mortar, rocket, and artillery fire fell on the 
defending 931*1 RF Company, (wo PF platoons, 
and aboul W People's Self-Defense Force miluin. 
While Ky Ira w» under altatlc. all four ARVN fire 
supjxi-ri hascv within range ciutic under heavy 
mortar and rocket fire. Contact was lost with the 
defenders on 5 May us the NVA'i 1st Infantry 
Regimem. 2d Division, occupied Ky Tra This ma- 
neuver placed it major NVA force in position to 
suppofl attack* against the line of communication t» 
Tien Phuoc and to block os-efluid movement to 
Kau Due. 

The attack on Ky Tra signalled the eruption of 
attacks by fire and ground attacks on ARVN bases 
and outposts ihroughout Quang Ngai and Quang 
I in Provinces. A relief column headed by the 1st 
Battalion, 4th ARVN Infantry. 2d Division, wu 
stopped by heavy enemy mortar and rocket fire nine 
kilometers from Ky Tra- A hmtahon uf the tith 
Regiment, 2d ARVN Division, also failed to reach 
Ky Tra. Meanwhile, the 31st Regiment, 2d NVA 
Division, launched an attack on outposts protecting 
Tien Phuoc, and one ARVN position, held by the 
1 Ust KJ- rim tal ion, was lust Die attacks continued 
mi lb and 1? May. but two RF hatulion* at Then 
Phuoc repelled the 31st NVA Regiment attacks 
wilh heavy losses. 

The fighting around Ky Tra continued, On 19 
May, the 1st NVA Regiment ogam attacked the 1st 

Battalion, -tlh ARVN lufantis I tit- uuderslrcnglh 

ARVN haltahon broke and lost nearly 200 weapons 
and 1 3 held radios, impossible to replace, in the 
rout- While lhc infantry fought in the hilK the 
NVA pdunded the 2d ARVN Division Headquar- 
ters at Chu I jo and the city uf him K\ and lis 
air Held wilh 122-mm. rockets. 

Brig Gen. Tran Van Nhul. commanding the 2d 
ARVN Division, sent the L 2th Rnnger Croup, 
under his operational control, tit reinforce lien 
Phuoc. Although the NVA Jlsl Regiment cotslin- 
ued to attack, it was unable io break through io 
Tien Phuoc In early June, the 12th Ranger Group 
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was relieved by ihe 5th Regimenl. 2d Division, and 
l he ARVN infantrymen succeeded in holding Tien 
Fhwoc and kee-ping the rood open to Tarn Ky. 
l-osac* on berth sides were heavy, and by mid- June. 
Ihrce battalions c>r 1 he- 2d ARVN Division— 1he 1st 
battalion of the 4lh Infantry and the 2d and 3d 

Delations of I he btli Infantry were c :ruitdt«d by 
General Nliut Hi he ineffective due IO casualties and 
equipment losses. The 3th Regimen* hid also suf- 
fered moderate losses since 1 June on the Quang Tin 
battlefield, mostly along the Tarn Ky-Tien PboOC 
road, and wu Ally marginally effective. l.tLrvuM.-, 
ibe 1 2th Ranger Group, which had dbiiinKmshcd 
itM'l I ill I he defense ofTieri Phuot:, was badly under- 
strength because of high caauallies. General Nhul 
had two other Ranger group*, the I tth and 14th, 
committed to forward positions in the hills, and kepi 
hi* *th Armored Cavalry Group as division reserve 
All dun up ihe Tien Phuoc-Ky Tra battle. Gener- 
al Nhut had to contend with serious threats to Ihe 
security of coastal Quang Ngai. There the 5 2d NVA 
Brigade maintained pressure again! line* of commu 
iik jtum and population i/enters, defended largely by 
RF and PF unit* whtnc usual perlnrmanuc under 
niam-force enemy aiLu.Lv was desultory at best. 
Occasionally, however, responding to unusually 
strong leadership, territorials of Quang Ngai turned 
in a stunning performance, For rumple, on 3 May 
south of Nghia Hanh, ihe *»th Baltahon of the 52d 
NVA Regimem reinforced by ihe Ifrh NVA Engi- 
neer Battalion. S2d NVA Brigade, attacked the 
11 7th RF Battalion, but the attack was repelled, 
leaving 21 dead and a numhei of weapons at the ft H 
defensive position. NVA soldier*, in this battle were 
disguised in RVNAF uniforms, a lactic frequently 
seen The increase in enemy attacks during May was 
not confined to Ihe coast, however, In southwest 
V:ai, on the boundary ■ >l' Konium Province, 
the TQtb ARVN Ranger ftaiulum engaged m heavy 
fighting with an enemy force east of Gi* Vuc tn 
mid-May. Although these inconclusive struggles 
typified Ihe early summer or 1974 in Quang Tin and 
Quang Ngai, events of a more decisive nature were 
occurring ia the western highland*. 

Dak Fek 

By ihe early summer of 1974 three totally isolated 
OUtpOits remained in I he mountains DiVflh and north- 
eail of Konium City, Astride Route 14 (QL-14) in 
I he far northwrstem lip of Konium Province was 
Dak Pek, occupied by ihe SSih Ranger Uatmlmn 

vwilh 360 men and 10 PF platoons with about 300. 

All contact with ihe camp was by air, and no 
artillery outside the camp itself was available to 
preside support for the sutnector headquarters or 
ihe camp. Abtnn >.200 people, nearly ail Monlag- 
tuurds. lived under ihe protcctum of Dal Pek our 



podl. which interfered with enemy logistics along 
ihe north-aoulh line of communication. 

In fighting near Ihe camp on 27 April, a docu- 
ment was captured indicating that an attack to cap- 
ture Dak Pel was imminent; in early May, Ranger 
patroli detected the presence of an enemy regiment 

nu-ai tin- L-.imp .uid discus cred a cache Of 60 ]05- 

rrun. artillery rounds. Unknown 10 the Rangers 
then, ihe 29th Regiment of the 324B NVA Division 
had been trucked south from Ihe A Shau Valley of 
Thua Tbien Province The deployment of Ihe 29th 
Regiment exemplified the remarkable flexibility and 
newly developed mobility of ihe NVA, ihe latter 
attributable io its road network and to aniuircraft 
defenses that prevented effective interdiction. In 
order to assign Ihe Dak Pek mission to the 29th 
Regiment, the NVA had lo move il secretly 75 
miles and place it under ihe command of BJ Front, 

The commander of tin. H«t h Ranger Baiiahiiii had 
sealed orders to be opened in the event Dak Pek 
were overrun. He was to lead Ihe survivors through 
Ihe mountains to Mang Uuk, some 60 kilometers 
souihcui. Ic is doubtful that Major Di ever goi 
around 10 opening the order*; certainly he had no 
opportunity io ejtcculc thelti 

The Rangers had a series of encounters with 
NVA patrols beginning on 10 May, Two days later, 
following artillery, rocket, and mortar htunbnrd- 
menU, Ihe NV A ,ni.i.ki\l she nuLposi and suhscvlor 
headquarters. The defenders were able io hold the 
enemy infantry at bay until the morning of ihe 16th, 
when, following an intense conceniraiion , l lire 
support, the 29ih NVA Regiment, supported by 
tanks, closed in on the camp and ^uhseeioc Major 
Di maintained contact with Ihe VNAF, flying over 
70 bombing and strafing sorties during, Ihe morning 
and destroying at least One lank in a futile effort to 
save the camp, Using J7<nun. antiaircraft gun*, the 
enemy reduced ihe effectiveness of South Vietnam- 
ese air support. At noon Major Di's radio fell silent 
under Lhe rain of enemy fire, over 7,000 rounds of 
artillery, mortar, and rocket hitting the camp in Ihe 
12 hours before capitulation 

Months later, ai ihe end of November, 14 survi- 
vors of Dak Pek escaped from NVA work camps in 
the jungle where they had been held since their 
capture on 16 May and reported to an ARVN 
hanger outpost northeast of Konium t:n> I he-> 
uui i hat Major Da and his executive officer had 
both been captured along wilh the survivors, that 
bolh had escaped during VNAF air strikes, but that 
Mai< r [>i had been recaptured the following day. 

Tleu A tar 

Tku Alar waa a frontier post manned by two 
companies from ,i battalion or MonugnaTd Ft]'. 
MaiioMd Mrth of Ban Me Thuoi. lhe capital of 
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Daflae Province. Close lo the Camtvulun honl.-r n 
interfered in a minor way with the NVA line of 
commun-ieainm souih of Due Co. Beginning on 18 
May l g ?4 Communist propaganda teams entered 
the Montagnard scltlcmenl around Camp Tmi A tar. 
idling the people of an impending attack and urging 
(hem to leave. About 1.200 look the warning and 
began i kmg tret south. 

The aiiack be gar on 27 May when the NVA 
dammed 60 rounds or &2-mm, mortar into the oanp. 
On 30 May, ■ cOnceniralion of l.C'JOH rounds licga.ii 
to fall on the camp. Radio contact wnh the 211th 
Mi 1 1 . ■ : i . ■ i : • >i ■ vi .i> lost when (111 bvaiial l>ti command- 
er"i bunker wv destroyed by ■ direct hit, One lo 
two infantry battalions attacked before noon and 
overran the camp, Effective VNAF winpori * JS 
not possible because of bad wuiihcr and lack of 
communications. Fur the NV'A, ihr way was now 
clear from its major logistical center at Due Co all 
(he way to Ban Don, 

While the enemy w» toppling (he few remaining 
ARVN otUpHta In (he remote reaches of ihe Cen- 
tral Highlands, ait NV'A offensive of major propor- 
(inrii taking shape farther north. Its focus was 
the Quang Nam lowlands, 

(Juhi-ik Nam 

Two major rivers entered Quang Nam Province 
from the south and formed a fertile delta, which, 
except for a narrow coa.s(al Mfi[> mi the south, wax 
enclosed by steep mountains rising la 4,000 feci. 
The Province capital, Da Nang, rested at the north- 
ern edge of the deHa on (he beach of I he strikingly 
beautiful crescent of Da Nang Bay, Da Nang was 

the must important South Vietnamese city north of 
Saigon and the she of a major port, a major air hate, 
and tbe headquarter* of I Corps and Military 
Region 1. National Highway I <QL-I) passed 
through Owing Nam clotc lo the sand dune* along 
the Liuil and continued through ihe Hai Van Pass 
to Hue in Thua Thicri Province. Tike national rail- 
way operated daily trains between Da Nang and 
Hue on ■ roadbed, much subjected to Communist 
harn.v\n»cTi! and sabotage, thai generally paralleled 
the highway. The delta L*f Quang Nam had hcen a 
contested area before the cease-fire, bin by the 
spring of 1973, the ARVN 3d Infantry Division and 
ihe QwirLR Nam Icrntori.iK had established control 
in ihe flailand* up (o the hil ls of Due Due District in 
tbe southwest and Thuong Due District in the wcai. 

Local security in Quang Nam's nine districts — 
winch m the military chain-of -command were sub- 
wetofs. subordinate to ihe sector chief who wa* also 
the province chief— varied from rumr in the moun- 
tainous regions to good in the area of Da Nang. Hoa 
Vang District, Ihe most populous, surrounded Da 
Nang. Its least secure village* were in the southwest 



corner of the dmnd. centered on Hoa Hai Village, 
close to (he- major line of communicatum, Koute 
53Q, between Da Nang and (he forward positions of 
(he 3d ARVN Diviiicn in Dai Loc aikd Due Due 
Districts,. Thai pan of Dai Loc District which was 
south or the Song Vu Gia was for many years a VC 
stronghold — (he Americans who operated Ihere 
named ii the Arizona Territory — but the ARVN 
had cleared it about ihe time of the cease-fire. North 
of the Song Vu Gia. the mountains of Din Lot-, 
where the ARVN could maintain no continuous 
presence, offered (he Communists access lo the low- 
liinds 

Tbe ConimiiniMa exploited (Inn situation frequent- 
ly and interdicted from time to time ihe one road 
linking Thuong Due District with the rest or the 
province, This road, local Route 4 (LTL-4), fol- 
lowed the north bank of the Song Vu Gia, paaaed 
through a narrow defile between the hill* nnd the 

liver ju.1l West of an ARVN arliMers hast 4 in Hill 
52, and then entered the district town of Thuong 
Due. The valley of ihe Song Vu Gia was only 3,000 
meters wide here; steep hills overlooked the district 
scat of Thuong Due on the north, west, and south, 
There were no villages outside the dm rid (own 
iliclf secure tnuniKh for Soulh Vietnamese officials 
to spend die night, and only three villages in the 
district had government administration by day. 
NVA lines of communication from the northwest 
and southwest reached Thuong Due via National 
Route 14, which terminated [here, and Route 614, 

which be^an in ihe lar^c NVA ,-L-i>li-.-.d o-uipln 

south of i he A Shau Valley and joined Route 4 west 
of Thuong Due. This district, therefore, was a bey 
entrance to Ihe Quang Nam lowlands 

SiiulhweisC of Dili Loc District was (tie vast 
mountain district of Due Due. Only in ihe extreme 
northeast region of Due Due did South Vietnamese 
officials maintain full-lime residence The area west 
of Ihe Song Thu Bon, which included part of Ihe 
Arizona Territory, was sinecure and sparsely popu- 
lated, « were the southern and western reaches of 
Due Due. ARVN influence extended south to ihe 
Nong Son coal mines in ihe narrow canyon of Ihe 
Song Thu Bon, about 10 kilometers from the district 
aeal- Here at ■ place called Da Trach. not far north 
of ihe major operating base of the Id NVA Divi- 
sion, ihe ARVN maintained a garrison with out- 
posts manned by RF units and PF platoons. Due 
Due was 1he other principal entrance lo 1he Quang 
Nan: InwUmk Inun ihe NVA -lie Id highlands of 
Quailf; Nam and Quanp I in 

The ARVN 3d Infantry Division was responsible 
for the defense of Quang Nam and that part of 
Quang Tin lying wiihin tlir Que Son Valley. In June 
of ls)74. General Hinli, ihe division commander, had 
his 37th Infantry Regiment, reinforced by the at- 
tached 3d Battalion, 56th Infantry, defending in the 
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Que Son Valley. His Id Infantry Regiment wh 
opcr aiiug in 1 he Go Noi and Due Due uat, while 
Ihe S6th Infantry, mmu* it* W UaiiaJU.ni, w*» in 
di visum reserve. The With'* lit Battalion was in 
training, and its, third wh il Fire Support Bur 
Haldy al the northern entrance of Ihc Que Son 
Valley, The I4ih Ranger Group, which hud hwn 
under Ihc operational com ml of the W Drvniim ■■< 

(Jujni 1 N.i in, hjil been will Miulh IO upcf&lc With 
the 2d ARVN Division to deal wnh the crisis thai 
developed in Quang Tin. The 14th look along it* 
TMih Ranger BtattaJkn, which had been stationed in 
Thuong Due The TBth Ranger Isallalioo. which 
remained in Quang Nam to hold Da traeh, sent nnr 
of its cihnipanirs Hi 1 huong Due ti> relieve tlfcc 7\hh. 

Observing ih.it mailers, were pretty well under 
control in Quang Nam and thai the enemy hid 
committed most of hi* 2d Division in the Quanp. 

I'm I ion I'hiuv hjttli.-'iiL- It!. C i-L-ni-r .1 1 I huon^, i .1:11 
mamling 1 Curps, win rite 2d Infantry Regiment, id 
Di visum, tain Tien Phuoc to eliminate dementi of 
the 2d NVA Division aad local main force umK ilill 
ihreaicninjr ihc J Kind. Named Qvanu TKCVG 1/ 
74. the operation included, in addi ti on 10 Ihc entire 
2cl Infanlry, .i imop nf (he 1 llh Armored Cavalry, a. 
hiiulnm i*f lOS-mm huwnrcrs, and a baltcry each 
of ISJ-mm. howitzers and 175-nun. gum. The oper- 
alion lasted from 1 until IS July and was a remark- 
able success The NVA was forced to withdraw 
from Ihc Tien Phuoc wilh heavy losses; 3 IS of kt 
«>ldiei> were killed, and 1 50 w»p™» were cap- 
lured It* mission com pk led. I he 2d Infanlry began 
moving back lo Quang Nam on 16 July bul left ha 
3d Barialmn to MdM the lerntorwh of Quang Tin 
Province with local security. The In j:i*1 2d HjUiaJ. 
ions settled into ihe division base camp a* Hoa 
Khanh in the hills above Da Nang. 
Meanwhile. Ihc 7"?ih Ranger Battalion and 1he 

Nlh Ranger tiroup llc.uk|u:irli'rs moved back 10 
Quall£ Nam Province. I hc ?'Jlh returned Id [ huonji 
Due, relieving ihe company of the TBth Ranger 
Battalion, which then moved back to Da Traeh 
Trie 12th Ranger Group slill had three battalions 
autund Mil Due in Quang Ngai Province, but rotat- 
ed one balLalictn at a time back 10 Qunjip Nam for 
refilling and i draining. I wo haiulidrts I lad com- 
pleted the cycle by 16 July. 

IJa Traeh and Dm Due 

Da Traeh, a battulion-siied camp, was a strong 
poml situated on a prominent hill about 900 feet 
above the Song Thu Bong soulh of the subsccioi 
headquarters at Due Due. It had been quiet ai Da 
Traeh and around ihe outposts manned by one RF 
company and seven PF platoons- Three of these 
outpost* were in the hdl* and along the river south 
of Da. Traeh. while ihe others were in the valley of 
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Ihe Khe Le stream — ca tt ed An1cn.na Valley by ihe 
Americans who nptialcd there before— whMrh 
do wed mio ihe Song Thu Bon northeast of Da 
Traeh post. Also located in the valley was the 4th 
Company. I4hih PI I t;i notion, which had its ISO- 
man garrison in the Ap da hamlet gruup. along the 
rouil ihai twisted ciuiward over ihe Deo L« Pav\ io 
Que S<m. Posscvuuii i»f l he- Rile Le Valley would 
give die NVA not only another flanking approach 

10 ihe ARVN defenses in the Que Son Valley but 
would provide access to the several gi*xl trails mio 
Duy Xuyen district, bypassing the defense* in Due 
Duc- 

IV ?8lh Ranger Battalion al Da Traeh. with 
about 360 men, was scheduled for retraining at the 
Rangier Training Center, and on 17 July 1974. ihe 
3d Battalion. Sdth Infanlry, arrived to execute the 
relief 1 he infantry haltaliiill pulled in im truck* just 

before dark. The relief w» to lake place al noon the 
neat day, but ihc 7£lh had withdrawn most of Hi 
outposts and was bivouacked for 1he night in the 
mM.i.iU' Allhough unfamiliar with the layout of the 
camp defenses, the Id Battahon, with three of it* 
four companies, »\nmnl ihc n-.;yi:iMhJns V'-.- 
assembled ssilhin ihe defenses were ihe drivers who 
had driven ihe 3d Uaitalion io Da Traeh and who 
would lake cite 7Hih Battiihon oui the next morning. 
The strength of ihe .Id Batlahon. 5fath Infantry. 
v. js iirils 3btiu1 JIM) nii'ii, hul Ms 2<J t"omp;iny was 

11 Lhl in I lie camp: rather, il lutJ vet Up i:.n[p<i\[s dn 
two htll.-h along ihe east bank of ihe Thu Bon. One 
nllo platuiiin waa an ClM Tan dircelly avmw iht 
nver Imin Da Iraeh. ami ihe lesl the irmnpany 
was at Khuotig Que, io the north. 

NVA Military Region ' "*.i> responsible for all of 
Quang Nam Province to ihe Kimtum houndary lt^ 
Campaign plan for the uimmtf and fall of 1974 
involved elements of three Teyulji >.U visions, a vcpa' 
rale infanlry brigade, mid several inriependeni regi- 
ments. Objectives ranged from central Quang Nam 
to southern Quang Ngai To cope with Ihe tactical 
and logistical requirements of lh» offensive, the 
\ leadership aciivaicd a new headquarterv the 
Id CTorpv Operational in June r the corps bcgiui 
conecntranng resources for the Quang Nam cam- 
paign 

The 36th NVA Rc^imcni was formed m the 
spring nf I'i'A him\ replucernenl g;rnups sent from 
Nonh Vietnam into ihe mountains of western Due 
Due District, It was i light regiment, having only 
I wo infantry battalions, an antiaircraft machine gun 
company, light artillery, and administrative support 
units. On 10 July, a week before the planned relief 
of ihe 7gih Ranger Bailalnm al Da troth, ihe 3tMh 
NVA Regimem moved undetected mio assembly 
areas close lo ARVN outposts around Da Traeh. 
Also on Ihe move toward Da Traeh were element 
i»f all three regiments of thr 2d NVA Divisimi. the 
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1*1. Jlit. and IH-ih. plan the ICHh Saprwr SSaituhon, 
division artillery, and batteries of Military Region 5 
irtillcry. 

Shortly after midnight on 19 July, Ihc midsummer 
night's silence *w shattered by NVA artillery, 

rockets *nd mortar founds. L-iplm.li hi; on the de- 
fenses and outposts or Da Trach. A relatively weak 
attack by the 2d Battalion. J64h NVA Regiment, on 
the camp's main defensea w*» beaten back wfrh 
heavy lone* to the cn<my and light cwualne* t" the 
defenders, hui contact with the 2d Company, 3d 
Battalion, 34th ARVN Infantry, outpost* ai Khuong 
Que and Cua Tan waa kwt before daybreak. By that 
time, the 4th Company, HMh RF Battalion al Ap 
H.i had been attacked and nvrmin, and ihc iiirvi' 
ve*s were irying to escape through the mountains 
toward Due Due headquarter*. 

Shelling of the main camp meanwhile had 
slopped, and the attackers regrouped for another 
atmdl- The Id Battalion, 1st Infantry rtegimc.nl, 
unit a battalion of iIil- J hi Infantry Regimcni, huh 
of the 2d NVA Division, joined the two battalion* 
of Ihe J-bth Regiment Tor the nesi attempt. As the 
recOfUia im n ce platoon and the 4th Company, 3d 
Battalion, S6th ARVN Infantry, tried to retake a 
lost outpost south of ihc vamp, ihey were pipped 
by intense artillery and automaiie weapons (ire. 
which killed the company commander and the bat- 
talion commander of the 7Slh Rangers. The enemy 
rrtunml infantry ansa vita on the camp, and I he 3d 
Baitalion commander, who had assumed command 
of the 7»th Rangers as well, reported the situation 
critical. The camp's radio was kicked out before 
noon, and all contact waa loat with whatever PF 
outposts remained lit action 

Enemy tanks were lighted ahum 5,iK)n meien 
snulhwest of Ihe camp, and ihe VNAF began to 
provide fire support to the defenders. Heavy artil- 
lery, rocket, and mortar fire continued, augmented 
by antiaircraft kuus, up m J7.rnm.. wed in direct 
fire. 

Contact was also lost with the 4th Company, 7dth 
Ranger*, and the Iwogun platoon of 105-mrn how- 
i tiers in ihe eanip had been k wicked out of action, 
At mid-afternoon, the five-battalion enemy assault, 
which by Ihb time included Ihe LOth Sapper Banal- 
ion against 1he northern sector, had carried through 
the southwest defetnc line. With all bunkers and 
fighting position* demolished by a bombardment of 
more than 5,000 rounds, the survivor* of the id and 
?Hlh Battalions withdrew, and the NVA rounded ap 
civilians in the hamlets and villages; about 7.500 of 
them would be moved to Communist controlled 
regions of Due Due District- 

General Hinh, from his 3d Di vision Headquarter* 
above Da Nang, reacted quickly to the crisis in Due 
Due District. The wbscetor headquarters there had 
also received a heavy bombardment ticneral Hmh 



moved a forward division command post to Dai 
Loc and ordered ihe 2d Infantry Kcgiment 10 
deploy immediately to Dun Due and relieve ihe 
defenders at Da Trach. Operation Qlmhg TftUHQ 
4/7+ had begun, 

Only the 3d Battalion. 2d Infaniry. Wu immcdi' 
ately available; the 1st Battalion remained at Fire 
Support Base Baldy in the Que Son Valley, and ihe 
2d waa still n <>i.irw Tin Province, Orders were 

sent to both ha Hal ions In move I in medl-iUcly lo Dai 
I. Cx. ill Quang Nam Province. .liuI ihe Jd Battalion 
moved from Da Nang lo Hill 55 in northwestern 
Dien Ban District to protect the deployment of 
artillery lo support Due Due. 

These deployments ordered. Ocncral limit saw a* 
his first priority scouring the bridge over the Song 
Thu Bon, north of Due Due sufesecior headquarters 
and over which all division elements would have to 
pass en route to the battlefield. He ordered the 1st 
Battalion, 2d Infantry, Just arrived from FSB Baldy, 
with the 2d Troop, 11 th Armored Cavalry, to 
secure the bridge and had the 3d Battalion, 2d 
Infantry, on 18 July move to Due Due Drunui 
Town. His slafl" went lo work immediately drafting 
ihe tactical plan for Ql ,\N(j Truno 4/74 with the 
objective of retaking Da Trach, The bridge secured, 
the Ut Battalion joined the 3d, and both moved 
SOttth of Due Due, prepared io continue on toward 
Da Trach. By nightfall on the 18th, ihc M ftaiial- 
ion, 2d Infaniry, bad also moved lo Due Due Dis- 
trict Town, as had a battery of 155-mm. howitzers. 
Meanwhile, * battery of 175-mm, guns moved into 

filing position* in ihe Que Sim Valley, within range 
or Due Duu. I ik-M- ARVN artillery notions vhih 
received heavy and jeeurule counterbattery fife. 
The commander of the 2d ARVN Infantry, Lt. Col. 
Vu Ngoc Huong, having assumed tactical command 
of >H ARVN form in the Due Due-Da Trach 
battlefield, had eomhiunicatanti with Only two pin- 
loons of the original Da Trach defense force by the 
evening of IS July. 

The NVA resumed its coordinated offensive in 
Q nang Nam in the pre dawn hours i:l h> July A 
salvo of 35 122-mm. rocket* fell on Da Nang Air 
Base: damage lo VNAF operations was slight, al- 
tlnm^h 16 people died and over 70 were wounded — 
many of whom were civilians and military depend- 
ents. In the morning Due Due Subscclor received 
45 rocket and mortar rounds. NVA 1 30- mm gun* 
hit an ARVN 105-mm. battery and the 2d Infantry's 
command post- Meanwhile, north of Dai Loc on 
Route 540. the 370th RF Company repulsed a 
strong enemy aitcmpi to interdict the ARVN line of 
communication, killing 30 of Ihe attackers and cap- 
turing many weapons. 

With the enemy * fire erupting in their rear, the 
1st and 3d Battalions. 2d ARVN Infantry, advanced 
south from Due Due toward Da Trach and by noon 
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reported securing their initial objectives without 
opposition. Tlic 1*1 Battalion was on Ky Vi Mctm- 
lam, southeast of aubscctor headquarter*, jeiJ the id 
HatJalmn was ihl Hill 2S4, [till Khuong Que and at 
ihc entrance- of Khc L_e Valley. The 2d Battalion 
w« in reserve. I lie plan called for the id Battalion 
i4i continue the attack to Ciia Tan Mountain, across 
the river from 1 )a ["rath, and for the 1st Battalion 10 
aline k viujh. first M?utng Hill 454 and Then descend- 
ing intci the Khc I e V alley ai ihc village of An Ba. 
The feasibility of the plan came into question, How- 
ever, when the last COflUct with ihe Da Trach 
defender* on 19 July revealed ihtrt ihe command 
group and |wo ctun ponies of (he TJth Ranger* were 
under heavy attack on ihe hill at Cut Tan, 

After seizing; Da Trach. ihe North Vietnamese 
placed infantry battalions, and antiaircraft guns in 
the hills above ihe valley, awaiting the arrival of the 
2d ARVN infantry. The VNAF struck hard at 
these forces on the 18th and l'>th and caused heavy 
casualties, hut Ihe NVA could not be dislodged. By 
the afternoon of 19 July, ihe lit Battalion, 2d Infan- 
try, was. in contact wiih elements or the NVA J6(h 

Regimen! mi ky Vi Mountain and on Hill 23ft, lo 
ihe weal- The VNAF flew IK attack sonics in 
Support, killing ?! enemy infantrymen and dcslrns 
ui(j a mortar. But ihc ARVN advance had Lo he 
halted. Suspecting a trip in ihe Khc Le Volley. 
General Hinh ordered the 2d Infantry to stop and 
send reconnaissance pat rati forward. 

Correctly anticipating that the enemy's Quang 
Nam campaign had only begun and that more force* 
would be required to deal with it, General Truonp 
mi 1° July ordered the 1 Jih Hunger Group to move 
from Quang Ng*i 10 Quanx Nam. The 37th Ranger 
Banal ion. already in Da Nang for rest and retrain. 

ing, moved to Hieu Due Distinct on 2tl July. That 
day, the 6th Infantry, 2d ARVN Division, began 
relieving the other two battalions of ihe 12th 
Ranger Group in Due Pho and Mo Due in Duong 
Ngai Province, and the I2lh began lo move north, 
By 22 July, the NVA command ui Da Trach 
apparently discovered ihat the ARVN 2d Infantry 
Regiment was not advancing into the imp in ihe 
Khc Le Valley. Plans were accordingly changed; 
ihe rest of the lit NVA Regiment was ordered to 
Da Trach to attack the ARVN 2d Regiment in the 
hills above Due Due. while Ihe 38th Regimenl was 
to move through the hills above the valley toward 
Go Noi and Dien Ban. On 24 July the 1st NVA 
Regiment began moving into the attack* and the 
3Slh Regiment stalled deploying east. General 
Tnwng wu gathering mere forces also. He ordered 
ihe 29lh and A9ih Ranger Battalions, !2lh Ranger 
Group, newly arrived from Quang Ngai Province. 
lo displace west of Go Noi bland, and he directed 
thin ihe l-s-1 Divrsion in Thua Thien and the 2d 



Division in Quanp Ngai each prepare tine regiment 
for deployment lo Quang Nam on 24-hour notice. 
On 24 July, ihc 2d ARVN Inftmlry established it* 

ciiimriaiid [*v,| meters north of the first hill 

south of Due Due, Nut Song Su. The 2d Troop, 
Nth Armored Cavalry, was providing security for 
the command post. The 2d Battalion was moving 
p.LM HiU 23S and advancing mi Hill 284, whkii h.id 

been vacated by the 3d Battalion under m-ung 
enemy pressure. The 3d Battalion had withdrawn to 
the hill al Nui Duong Coi. above a lake between it 
and Due Due Sutacctor, where Ihe list Battalion 
Waa in reserve. The 1st Battalion, 5ft h Infantry, 
attached to the 3d Infantry, wm protecting the 
regiment's right flank west of ihe Song Thu Ron 
The attack of Ihe 1st NVA Regiment met the 
advancing 2d Battalion, 2d ARVN Infantry, on the 
slopes of Hill 2M- The two leading companies of Ihe 
2d Battalion broke under a withering, attack, Hy 
early afternoon on 24 July, ihe ls| NVA's aiiack 
reached the 3d Battalion on Nui Duong CoL The 
battalion held and with good air and artillery sup- 
port inflicted heavy casualties on the enemy, But 
the assault continued, ihc *d ltaiialn»n comnuiider 
fell WOttnded, and ihe balLnlion began to break. My 
dusk, both forward battalion* of ihe 2d Infantry 
were badly scattered and withdrawing toward Due 
Due. The NVA attack reached into ihe rear area of 
ihe 2d Infantry and forced Ihe command post lo 
drop back 1.000 meters, Seeing a disaster for the 2d 
Infantry in the making. OenemJ Hinh had Inn divi. 
sum reconnaissance company lifted in by helicopter 
io help defend ihe command post. Reaching the 
command post late in the afternoon, the reconnais- 
sance company waa soon joined by the 37th Ranger 
Battalion and two troop* of the 1 1th Armored Cav- 
alry which General llmh had sent overland 10 rein- 
force ihc beleaguered 2d Infantry. 

On Ihe morning of 25 July, while an attempt was 
being made lo regroup Ihc scattered 3d Battalion, 
General Hinh ordered the 12th Ranger Group to 
bnnK ii» three battalions forward and fdieve lhe 2d 
Infantry. As this relief was beginning. Genet al 
Truong had Ihe 1st Division send its 54th infantry 
Regiment to Quang Nam for attachment to the 3d 
Division, Further, he cancelled all unit training in I 
forps L-.icL-pt tor ihc M7ih RF Battalion, aoon to 
complete its training cycle- 
Trie fighting in the hills south of Due Due took a 
heavy toll of the NVA 1st Regiment, and lhe 2d 
NVA Division had to withdraw j| from action, just 
a* the id ARVN Divmum had to relieve the 2d 
Infantry. The 3sth NVA Regiment was ordered eo 
stop its eastward movement and come to the relief 
of the 1st Regiment., while elements of the 31st 
NVA Regiment mil oround Hau Due in Quang Tin 
Province were called forward to trie division base at 
Hiep Due to prepare to assist ihc 1st and JSth 
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Reg ttttcnts. The NVA plans For ihe ISih Regiment 
to move east inlo Go Not were upsel by Ihe rapid 
ARVN deployment of the I2ih Runlet tiroup. The 
battered 3 m NVA Regiment wn no longer 
equipped to protect the rev or the J£ih or its lint or 
communication against Ihe expected counterattacks 
of the three Ranger batl-ohom of the 12th Group. 
Further, the North Vietnamese soon learned of the 
moscmcm of ihe 54ih ARVN Regiment to Quang 
Nam. but they could not discover it* mission or 
location. Considering these unceruuntiet, the NVA 
■ v vimnui'.il suspended llir itlacl. and held its £ams, 
replacing depleted haltaliofts \snli link ones. 

General Hirdi hid reached similar conclusion* on 
25 Jul j Fie declared the counterattack to retake Pa 
I i-jl-Ii ;i i jn end: Qimno Trung 4/T4 was over 
.ind *}\ ,\Sd I'm Ji/?4, an interim operation ti> 
drfcrid ihe shallow position* south of Due Due 
Subseclor, began. By this line, virtually all of the 
lurvivon of Da Trach had made their way bach In 
friendly lines. Siityfour were from ihe Jd tfcmai 

ion, S«nli Infantry; 79 from ihe ?*lh Ranker tPa.lta.1. 
KM; 39 from ihe 4th Company, 14* RF Battalion; 
mid 20 from ihe PF platoons. A few were \ illage 
officials. 

the Mih Infantry. Id ARVN Division, arrived hi 

IJiiiiiig Nam tui 26 Jul), put Us hcadijuiJIcrs al Dicn 

Hjh District Town, and immediately went mio 
action. While the 1st Battalion look over a security 
mission in the D-n Nang rocket belt near Hill 55 ¥ the 
2d and 3d Battalion* began clearing Ihe area around 
Ky Clou Village ™ (So N'ni Island. 1Mb ihe 26 and 
3d met heavy resistance and proceeded westward 
dowly. fjiK^Rinji an enemy force on 28 July and 
dispersing il wilh heavy linae*. 

Duc Due and Dai Loc were struck on 25 July 
and again Ihe next day by enemy rocket and artil- 
1. 1;. firo, hui casualties were light- On 24 July, ihe 
Rangers completed ilhnr relief of the 2d Infantry 
and assumed responsibility for the sector. The 2 lit 
Ranger Battalion to Ihe cast was holding Nut Van 
Chi, the 3~?ih Ranger Battalion was on Hill 238,. just 
vouih of Nm Song $u. and the V»ih Ranger BallaL 
ion was at Due Due Suhsecinr in reserve The 
shattered 2d Infantry moved west of Dai Loc Dis- 
trict Town along Route 4 to protect the division 
npht flanV, while its 3d Battalion was being re- 
formed j i i he division hasc near Da Nang. Mean- 
while, the VNAF was trying to best to blunt the 
enemy attacks. The 1st Air Dl vision flew 67 attack 
sorties on ihe 2 51 h and 5? on the loth, destroying a 
mnk and severs} anliaircrari and mortar posilkms, 
sinking large ittJop concern rations, and killing 
abojl 90 enemy soldier*. 

The NVA continHed Eo bailer ARVN rear areas 
Wjter.sappert, reached the Nam O Bridge on High- 
way I north of Da Nsng before dawn on 21 July 
and dropped one span, but ARVN engineers lsad 
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the bndge open with a Hailey tru« by early after- 
noon On 29 inly NVA gunner* xni To il^mrn. 
rockets inlo ihe inhabited area around Da Nang Air 
Base and its ammunition dump, Casualties and 
damage were light, however 

Wilh the withdrawal of 2d Infantry, Quanc; 
TULiNtl «/74 was declared over on 29 July QUANG 
Tpunq 9/74 was to begin on 30 July. The troop list 
had the 12th Ranger Group in contact south nf Duc 
Dvc, the 2d Infaniry on the (lank wesi of Dai Loc. 
the 54ih in the Go Not east of Dai Loc, and ihr 1st 
and 2d Bal lal ions of the Sdlh Infantry iai fesefve in 
Dal Loc District Town The Jd Bailalion. Sfrlh 
Infaniry, ihe battalion destroyed al Da Trach, uas 
being reformed al Da Nang. while ihe ?Hih Rangci 
Banalion was undergoing the same process at the 
Due My Ranger Training Center in KlunJi Ik-. 
Province. 

When Ihe 74th Ranger Battalion, 14th Ranger 
Group, returned from Quag Sgai Eo Quang Nam 
in mul Inly of 1974 and assumed ihe defense of the 
posl at Thuong Due. ihe westernmost ARVN post- 
t»nn in ihe province, ihe halite in the hills south of 
neighboring Due Due District Town was under 
Way as NVA Military Rcrginn 5 colnm it led all of lift 
J;l l>i\iMim ihcre and in tin- i}uc Son V .ill. > soulli 

of Due Due Ranger and PF patrols and ouipo*t* 
around Thuong Due reported little corniy activity, 
not unexpectedly since known enemy forces in 
Quang Nam were heavily engaged. Neither the 
Itiuong Due >;arns4ui iiiit. for lhal nullcr, the V-2 
Si I Corps Hcaduiurlci^ esni suspected tlia! the 
29th NVA Regtntcnt wan culling mmh iu ] huony 
Due foils issiny \'.-\ imd-Muy conquol of Dak Pelt. 

The NVA shelling of Thuong Due began on 29 
July, while a volley of rockets fell on Da Nang Air 
Base. Infaniry assaults on oil oulpoMs followed. 
Communication was quickly broken between 
Thimnjc Due Sutawcmr and three I'l- outposts, t'-.ii 
tact Was also lost wilh l»o Jian^rr oulptmli in ihp 

hilts west of the town. ARVN artillery on Kill J2, 
near Dai Loc, gave effeclive suppon to the Thuong 
Due defense, and enemy casualties were high. 

Early on the morning of 30 July, Ihe suhsector 
Liumtiaiidcr s^js svLnwded by ihe continuing heavy 
bombardment, bui all j^iiiunU al Lacks were repulsed 
I aier thai nii>r niJig VNAF nbserscn saw a convoy 
of tanks and artillery approaching alon^ Route 4 
west of Thuong Dul, and subvcqucni air sirikes 
halted the column, destroying three tanks. As NVA 
attacks continued throughout Ihe day, Ihe Rangers 
of Thuong Due look their first prisoner of war, and 
Identified the presence of (he 29th Regiment on the 
hatileftdtL Not apparent al the time, the 29lti had 
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been detached From (he 3-24B NVA Division and 
w» operating under N VA Military Region 5. 

In an assault oo 31 July. NVA infantrymen 
reached the perimeier wire of Thuong Due. The 
Ranger battalion ccmmuider asked For amller y fire 
directly cm his nimmind pt^i Wnh 1he NVA occu- 
pying tJi.tr high (jmund above Route 4 cut of 
Thuong Due, the ARVN' id Division and ] t ii-rpi 
.. .'i i hi i.i l iik i-. believed tJ).il lIlL- forces availablu Lli 
them were inadequate to relieve Thuong Due. Tli 
pen-lett lux flank, General Hinh hud placed the 
battered 2ii Infantry on I he r.vad west of Dai Loc, 
but it wu net si mug enough (o move west along 
Route 4. Marc fife support fur Thucwg Out- win 
provided, however, when General I huh moved ■> 
pliloon of 1 75-mm. guns to Kieu Due. Couditiont Id 
the Thuong Due perimeter were serious but not yet 
critical. Most of the South Vietnamese bunkers and 
ircnehc* had collapsed under heavy artrll lire, 
the enemy controlled die airMrip ju-U oulwdc the 
camp, and casualties were 13 killed and 4j wound- 
ed. 

Alihtiugh the intensify of the NVA bombardment 
dropped off between il July and 1 August, Ranger 
casualties, continued to mouni. NVA gunners shirted 
I heir conceniraiioiis to 2d Infantry positions and 
ARVN artillery batteries near Dai Loc, causing 
moderate casualties and damaging four howitzers, 
The Ranger commander at Thuong Due asked for 
medical evacuation for his wounded, but the com- 
mander of ihe VNAF In Air Division advised that 
tir evacuation would not be attempted until the 
NVA antiaircraft guns around Thming Due had 
been neutrahred Meanwhile, General Tiuonj; or 
dered one M-4S tank company to move immediately 
From northern Military Kcgion I toOuang Nam for 
:iii.khnn:ni m ti t- nl Division; he (old General Ihnh 
to keep the lank company in fewrvr ami ti> employ 
it only in wi emergency Genera] Hinh then formed 
a task force i» attack west from Dai Loe and relieve 
Ihe Rangers ai Thuong Due, The tank company 
Tram Tan My, in Thua Thien Province, arrived in 
Da Nang in good order on I August, and General 
Hinh r » task force, composed of ihe 2d Infantry and 
ihe itth Armored Cavalry Squadron, prepared for 
ihe march to Thuong Hue 

On 2 August, with only light attacks try fire 
striking the camp, the Ranger baualnm resumed 
patrolling beyond its perimeter. On 4 August 
Rangcl patrols di^civered «.t NVA KhIil-k kdltrd h\ 
VNAF air strikes in the hiSK southwest of Thuong 
Due, bul attempts at air evacuation nf ARVN c*su- 
allies failed when VNAF sorties against sis anliair 
t-rafi position* south of the camp were unable to 
silence ihe tiuns Tbr nrit day, the First indication of 
another commuted NVA rc^imem was revealed 
when the 2d Battalion. 2d Infancy, captured a 
soldier from the 29th NVA Regiment cast of 



thuong Due According to the prisoner, the entire 
2?th Regiment was positioned m the hills overlook- 
ing Route 4 between Hill 52 and Thuong Due. 
while a regiment of die NVA ICMlh l>ivi\n>ri h.id 
been given ihe mission to seiw Thuong Due, Events 
proved this interrogation to be accurate. The 2d 
Battalion had Fought all afternoon m the rice pad- 
dies and hills norih of Rome 4 Slowly moving 
toward Thuong Due, it was still four kilometers cast 
Of the ARVN frrc base on Hill 52, which itself was 
under enemy artillery and infamry attack- By 5 
August, the 2d Battalion was still struggling lo 
movr forward along the foothills north of Route 4, 
and the 1st Battalion. 57th ARVN Infantry, rein- 
forcing the 2d Regiment. «x stopped hy heavy 
enemy machine gun fire From the hills west of Hill 

St 

lias's ai Thuong Due, die situation was rapidly 
becoming critical as ammunition and food supplies 
wtrrc being exhausted The VNAF attempted a re- 
supply drop on Ihe camp on 5 August, but all eight 
bundles of food and ammunition fell outside the 
perimeier. The VNAF tried to destroy bundles that 
were wiihin reach of ihe NVA, and one A- 37 attack 
plane was shot down in the attempt 

The next day. while the relief task force was 
hat I ling its way west against heavy resistance. Gen- 
eral Truong, concerned about the critical threat to 
Da Nang from a large NVA force weft of Dai Loc, 
ordered freah reinforcements to Quang Nam, Ap- 
pealing personally to General Vien at the Jonn 
General Staff in Saigon, General Truong succeeded 
in gelling the Isi Airborne Brigade released from 
the general reserve for deployment lo fjuang Nam 
and attachment to tieneral llinh's }d Division The 
brigade was ordered lo reach Da Nang by L I 
August with three airborne infantry battalions and 
One artillery battalion Additionally, the Jd Air- 
borne Brigade, then deployed in ihe defense of Hue. 
was i old to prepare for movement 10 Da Nang. But 
none of these measures would save Thutmg Duct 
the NVA overran ihe small garrivin on 7 August, 

Thuong Due had absorbed hundreds of artillery 
and mortar shells since the attack began, but ihe 
bombardment of 7 August was singular in its niicnsi. 
ty Over 1,200 rounds, including many from 1 30- 
mm. guns, landed inssdc the perimeter beginning on 
the night of 6 August The fnst wave of infant ry- 
men was repulsed ihai lujjht, but ihe assault at dawn 
the next day penetrated ihe defense. At midmorn- 
ing. the Ranker cunminiHlcr reported that he had 
started a withdrawal, Soon radio contact was lost 
The gallani ordeal of nnolher ARVN Ranger banal, 
ion wna over, With Dak Pek and Ticu Mar !-.>■- 1 m 
May, speculation at H Corps Headquarters, in I'leiku 
held that Mang Buk would be next. 
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Manw Buk 

Perched chi it hill above the Dak Nghe River, 
jhtjui 4,000 feet above ki level, Mini Buk was 
over 50 kilometers northof Konlum t'ny ami aboui 
30 kilometer* north of Ctruong Nghu (PLaicau Gi) 
\ Communist supply foule, kscajjy lOKHVn as A-16> 
.■onnectcd Kuril urn with Quang Ngai and Bwb 
Dinh Provinces and passed south of Mang Buk. The 
mi i. ill garrison id Manji link, iwo Ki- companies and 
two PF pUKxms, lud m> capahiliiy to interfere with 
movement along, this route. The tub&eclor com- 
mander was under orders to keep one company in 
the camp and lo patrol out lo 2.000 mererv Hi* 
firepower consisted of two lOft-mm. recoillcsa rifles, 
tWO 8 1 -mm mortars, and muk machine gUlK 

Realizing ihe ihrenl to Mang huk as well as its 
vulnerability, ihe K.onium province chief. Li. Col. 
Mai Vliijh Hau. ordered the evacuation of civilians 
from Mang Buk in June l**7J lly ihe time ihe 
Communist] began their siege on J 1 - r«ly, .ill hut XI* i 
civilians had left 

Measured against other NVA wegev ihe cww at 
Mang Kuh was light indeed, only 3.000 rounds, hit 
the camp between 25 July And 4 August, while the 
whwi-uif claimed 55 enemy killed. Other than 107- 
mm. rockets, the heavier projectiles ihe enemy 
used were Ii2-mrn mni-lars On IS .\ujiuat» after a 
respite, the camp again came under heavy fire. The 
next day CWO baiudinm of ihe With Regiment of the 
30ih NVA Division, supported by artillery, overran 
ihe camp. Without artillery and denied air support 
by Ihe tow cloud cover. Ihe defenders withdrew 
and headed for Chuong Nghu. ihe lasi remaining 
outpost m Knnium Province- The enemy was not 

far hchind 

Plei Me 

When II Corps Headquarters announced on 4 
August 197+ thnl ihe first phase of ihe Mang link 

siegu was liver, the shjjlc nf Plei Me bcfcjjii A well- 

fortified position about midway between Pleiku City 
and the fallen outpost of Tieu Alar, Plei Me was 
,:■ hT.toi by ihe H2d Ranger Battalion, which in 
April had been ejected from T ire Support Base 71 1 
by an NVA assault By early August FSB 711, an 
artillery base north of Plei Me, was back in ARVN 
hands and able lo support ihe Plei Me defense, 
From id base near Due Co. the J 20th NVA 
OfvUM planned and executed ihe attack on Plei 
Me. Reconnaissance and deployment* for the altaiA 
began in early June as the 4Sth Infantry Regiment, 
elements of the 64th Infantry Regiment, and an 
artillery billillon and an antiaircraft battalion of (he 
3.20th moved dote Co Plei Me. The ARVN II Corp* 
reacted by reinforcing FSB 71 I sdih ihe -t'd Infan- 
try of the 2 2d A R VN Division and striking enemy 



aaternbty areas with atr and artillery attacks- The 

M0\\i delayed Mn attack but kepi elements of Hm 4&th 

Regiment near Plei Me. When ARVN II Corps 
moved the 42d Infantry back lo Binh Dinh Prov- 
ince, the NVA B-3 Fronl saw an opportunity for a 
king-awailcd assault on 1'Iei Me 

The ARVN S2d Ranger Balialnn al Plei Me, in 
addition io its four rifle companies, was reinforced 
by Ihe 2d Company, Slat Ranger Battalion. The 
main defense was inside Plei Me Camp itself, with 
ouiposu in Chu Ho Hill and Hill 509. When ihe 
auadk began, i he 2d Company was pat rolling out- 
side Ihe camp, and only 22 men were able to gel 
back to Ihe camp before the enemy cloved ofT all 
access. The ballalMin headquarters was also outside 
the main defenses when the attack started, but I he 
Ma IT managed to dash Ln through the main gate 
before being cut off. 

The J20th NVA Division employed ai leasi four 
infantry haiLalions from its SMli and -"-Hi h Regiments, 
plus the 2tnh Independent Regunent of ihe B-3 
Front, and Liter a battalion of its 64th Regiment, 
against ihe -i 10 men of the ARVN Rangcn and Ihe 
fire bases and relief columns supporting them- And. 
lery support included al haul two 130-mm. gun* and 

three I JO- mm morl.irs m add il ion Hi HS mm field 
^uns, K2 mm mortar*, and recoil I ess siflo At leavl 

12 heavy antiaircraft machine guns (12.7-mm... 
equivalent to the U.S. .50-ciliber) were in position 
to fire into the tamp and at VN AF aircraft, 

Vacating the boners bombarded by heavy Soviet 
mortars firing delay -fused projectile*, ARVN Rang- 
ers fought from their spider-web pattern of trench- 
es. Two concentric fences of concertina barbed wire 
ringed the camp The outer fence, si* rows tit 
concertina laced with mine*, enclosed a ISmctei 
minefield slressn Willi das nun rev <rip grenades, and 
command -detonated lOS-nun. howitzer prosed lies 

Unlike Dak Pek and Tku Atar. Plei Me was 
supported by artillery from outside the area under 
altuck- ARVN batteries, of t05-nini. and ISS-mm. 
howiuwr* ai Fire Support Base 711 provided excel- 
lent support. Artillery at Phu Nhon helped on the 
southern and eastern approaches and l7S-mm. guns 
covered Ihe entire penmeier. The commander uf 

the H2d Ranker Itallaliim and Ins deputy failed and 

adjusted all fire mlsstati*. restricting radio traffic to 
themselves because the enemy monitored ARVN 
tactical nels. 

Sit day* after the attack hegan, ihe ualfMsl <<l 
Chu Ho fell on 10 August, followed five days later 
by Hill 509, but Ihe main camp held on. Later, Ihe 
battalion commander said lhat Ihe outposts fdl be- 
cause they had run out of food. The main camp 

would have been defeated use I if il had iiiH rained, 

for there was no resupply of water during the 29- 
day siege. In any case, on 2 September the NVA 
s20th Division withdrew from Ihe hliksjj field of 
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Pld Me. It had launched 2(> ground assaults, fifed 
over 10,000 artillery and mortar rounds, and Jch-1 at 
least 350 soldiers in its attempt lo overrun ihe 8 2d 
Ranger Battalion 

Uue Due and Que Son 

On 29 July I9?4« when Ihe NVA firrl attacked 
■"hilling Due. tlie A k V M 21*1 ttnjincr Uallahriii on 
die left flank of the Ranger position* protecting Due 
Due District came under heavy altack. Although 
they inflicted heavy casualties on the 34th NVA 
Regiment, the Ranger* were forced back about 
L.non meters to the slope* of Nui Huong. Ofn The 
NVA pursued, and fighting continued in I he rough 
terrain in front of Nui Duong Coi for several days 
Then on 3 August, the 36th Regiment launched ■ 
strong attack, Several Ranger positions collapsed, 
and the commander of 1 he Ulh Kapler Cjmup 
ordered the 39«h Banner BaMalmn lit assi*.i Llip 2 1st 
After oil all-day hatile, ihc enemy withdrew and the 
Rangers regained all lost ground. The VNAF con- 
tributed greatly to the ARVN success; although 
Ranger casualties were high — more than 35 killed, 
TOO wounded, and 25 missing — the NVA left over 
200 de»d cm the field- While the infantry foughl in 
the hills, the NVA artillery slammed 2*0 round* of 
122-ntm. rockets and 100-irun. gunfire into the com- 
maud post of the 12th Ranger Group. Casualties 
were Eight, however, Fatigued and badly depleted, 
the 1 2th Ranger Group was relieved by the Mth 
Infantry, 1st ARVN Division. Wfch it* battalions 
down to 200 men each, the group withdrew to die 
rear 1o receive replacement! and a much-needed 
rest. Through August and early September, the 
ARVN 54th Infantry made major advances even 
though the NVA reinforced the 3*th Regiment with 
the 1st Infantry. 

Other reinforcements were on their way from 
North Vietnam M>; 41st Infantry Regiment with 
three Infantry battalion* and a sapper battalion ar- 
rived in Thanh My, southwest of ThuHSnjr, Dm.-, in 
mid-August and soon deployed between Thuong 
Due and Due Due. 

White centra] Qimng Mam Province was quaking 
under the NVA ofTcruuvc. ARVN force* defending 
the Que Son Valley also earoe under heavy attack. 
The first outpost to fall was a hill southwest of Que 
Son District Town defended by an RF company 
and One company of the 57ih ARVN Infantry. 
When contact was teat with the defender* on 31 
July, General Truong itidcrcd major changes I 
Corps dispositions thai inevitably weakened ihe 
ARVN hold on contested regions of Quang Ngai 
Province, 

On 1 Augu.il, ihe responsibility for the Que Son 
Valley was transferred from the 3d ARVN Ddvi- 
lion, heavily engaged in Thuong Due and Due Due, 



to the 2d Division. The SVlh Infantry, minus a 
batialKiu attached to C III- 2d Infantry in Due Due, 
wni unai-hrd In ihe 2d LMvLUOn :n ihc Que Smi 
Valley, mid ihc -tlh Infantry Was deployed Hi the 
Valley from Binh Son District in Quang Ngai Piov 

usee to be the I Corp* reserve south of ihe Kai Van 
Pi**. To exrnipensaic for ihe 4ih Infantry * depart 
turc, ihc: Slh Infantry was moved Hi Itmh Sim. and 
tile (nil Infantry t-.>nl over the Si h Infantry's mission 

in Due Pho. Oily territorial* and n few Rangers 
were lefl in iIil ihicalrm-d Mo Due iJislnel ol 
Quang Ngai, 

The 4th Infantry was Immediately engaged by 
two NVA battalions between Fire Support Base 
Baldy and Que Sod. Although no more important 
positions were losl. fighting continued sporadically 
for the rest of the year in the Que Son Valley. Da 
Nang air base was subjected to several rocket at- 
tacks during August, but casualties anil damage 
were ik-ghgible. 

In September, faced with a deteriorating situation 
north of the Hai Van Pass. General Truong re- 
turned troops lo the 1st ARVN Division in Thua 
Thien. Since the 54th Infantry Regiment had pushed 
the forward defenses of Due Due south almost m 
ihe Khe Le Valley and the 5*1 h Infantry had par- 
tially recovered from punishing summer battles, he 
ordered the 54th to return lo its parent divihiou 
General Hmh relieved the 34th with his own divi- 
sion's 5tHh Infantry. Thus, in early September, the 
infantrymen of Ihe 54th Regiment returned lo the 
battle-scarred halls or Due Due The 3d Battalion 
took up positions on the right, on Khuong Que Hill 
where its 2d Company had fought and lost Ihe first 
engagement of the enemy's Due Doc campaign 
The 1st Battalion was on the left, on Ky Vi Hill, and 
the Id Battalion was in reserve wilh the repmenij] 
headquarters near Due Due Subaccior. 

The 1st NVA Regiment. 2d Division, launched 
*irnuhniiii'ou5, heavily supported assaults on both 
forward batlaliOM of the 36lh Regiment on 4 Octo- 
ber. White mortal' and artillery fire pounded the 3d 
Baiialinn command post. NVA sappers entered the 
hL-jidL)unT?cr% pcrintcici and wctcd co a ra urnca- 
tions with the two forward ARVN companies 
These companies, under infantry attack from the 
front, withdrew and were caught in a (IrvastHiinp; 
crossfire from the rear and flanks. The 1st llatialion 
Tared little better, ils oulposts were also overrun, hut 
casualties were lighter, The NVA coordinated artil- 
lery fire wilh greal skill in this assault; ■ steady rain 
of shell* kept the 56th Regiment's headquarters and 
the 2d Bail id ion from reading while Ihe two for- 
ward battalions were being overrun, As soon as he 
was able, the regimental commander ordered the 
attached 2I*| Ranger Battalion back into the line lo 
relieve ihe shattered 3-d Battalion. 
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The I si NVA Regiment hud nccornplubcd but 
mission, bui c**ual lie*, were heavy, and it lacked I he 

MfL-nf;lh cilhcr Ec) pursue ur Co consolidate its gaitUi. 
The ARVN defensive hue south of Due Dim: re- 
mained virtually unchiukgtrd, but the 56th Regiment 
wmi nearly out of action, Only the Id Battalion 
could put more limn MX) men in the Acrid, and the Jd 
H.ilUhon luul ftnly 200 General Hinll fud In |.-!km- 
the regiment again with the 12th Ranger Group. 

During I he summer and fall of 1974, the 3d 
ARVN Division jnd attached Hangers bad reached 
e.iruu*m>n. By any standards, uaitiaJurt had been 
extremely high. More than 4,700 men had been 
killed, wounded, or wcrr t\> ( n Mil- action* in 
and around Due Due m the three months since ?he 

Oimmttn»1 offensive tx-gan aL I)j ] rach on IS July 
A disproportionate number v,clc officer*. Jmd IIOIi- 

commusioned officers Tor whom no experienced 
replacement* were available 

Hill 10*5 

The firM contingent or the hi Airborne Brigade 
wju flown w1o 13* Nana; on 8 August 1974, the day 

jfH-r Lhc 7<*lh Kjny. i HallaJiim wax dns.cn oul nf 

Thuotig. Due. Meanwhile ihc brigade'* heavy equip- 
ment was moving up the coast from Saigon on 
Vietnamese Navy boa It. On 1 1 August General 
Tniong ordered the 3d Airborne Unmade to dcplo* 
with three airborne baftauW to Da Nang- By 14 
Augu*i. the brigade lieadgjuartcr* and the 2d. 3d, 
and 6th Battalions were in Quang Nam, their defen- 
uvc vectoo in Tnua Thien having been taken over 
by lhc 15th Ranger Group under the operational 
control of the ARVN lie Infantry Division. Brig. 
Gen Le Quong Luong, commanding the Airborne 
Division, established run command pott al Marble 
Stujniain wuih of Da Nang. Hi* 2d flrignde re- 
mained in lliua linen .illachrd Hi lhc Marine Divi- 
sion. 

A steep ndgc extended north from the Song Vu 
Ob and Route 4. The low hill* at the southern Toot 
of the ridge hod been scitcd hy the 29th NVA 
Regiment, whn.li lud bUn.-l.cd ibe ARVN ia*k 
force's relief of the Rangers al Throng Due. The 
highest point on the ridge was about si* kilometers 
©Oft* of Route 4 p n Hill 1235. bat Hilt 1042. ahout 
2,000 nicicr* south of Kill 1235. offered the best 
observation of the road and Dai Loo Having placed 
an observation post on Hill 1062, ihe NVA was 
delivering accurate artillery fire on ARVN positions 
in Dai LoC- Consequently, lhc firM misvKM assigned 

to tht Airborne Diviui.ni was iI-il- capture id" Hill 

1062 and Ihe ndge south in the nud. To deal with 
the threat developing west of Da Nang, the 3d 
Airborne- Hngnric wjk assigned the secondary mis- 
sion of blocking the western approaches m Hicu 
Due Distract 



The 8th and 9th Airborne Battalions began the 
attack and mode their fast firm OOpiacJ with ele- 
ments of the 29lh NVA Regiment on IS August east 
of Hill 52. the same area in which the 3d ARVN 
Division Taak Force had run into strong resistance. 
For an entire month, these battalions doggedly 

prevved forward along the "dgc Inward Hill 1062- 
ln lhc rneaJiliOic, having suvlaiiicd heavy casualties, 
the 2^th NVA Regiment brought in reinforcements. 
The NVA 3d Corps ordered Ihe 31st NVA Regi- 
ment. 2d Division, to ThwHtg Due lo relieve the 

With RcguilciU, 304lh NVA Division, ui ihar ihe 
Mih could be deployed in support of ihe 29(h, 
which was steadily giving ground to attacking Air- 
borne troops. Additionally, ihe 24th Regiment. 
304th NVA Division, arrived in the battle area in 
early September. Finally, on 19 September, the 1st 
Airborne- Brigade reported i hat it bad trouper* an 
Hill 1062. 

While Ihe ARVN was taking nearly two weeks lo 
convnhdate the controlling termin along this section 
of the ridge, the bftih XV A Regiment relieved ihe 
severely depleted 29th. and clement* of the 24ih 
NVA Regiment joined Ihe fight against ihe 1st 
Airborne Brigade. By 2 October, the brigade was Ln 
possession of the high ground, and the 2d and °1h 
Battalion* were digging in on the ridge to the south 
About tOO enemy soldier* Were killed in this phase 
of the haitlc un Hill 1062, and seven prisoners or 
war were taken. All were from the 304th— the Dicn 
Bien Phu Division — one of Ihe first regular units in 
the Viet Mtnh formed by General Gtap in 1950 

During Ihe weeks that followed, lhc 1st Airborne 
Brigade fought off repealed attempts by the 3Q4ih 
NVA Divwcin to retake the ridge Mating skillful 

use i»f air and artillery support, lhc brigade rUiuiaged 
to hold on despite the heavily supported assaults or 
vuperior numbers In one tneidem. when the 24ih 
NVA Infantry wh allowed to penetrate lhc de- 
feme* t>n hills .tSi amj 126 and advance direcll> mm 
a. killing rone of preplanned nrtiUcry fije*. iwarly 
2)0 or the attacking force was lulled. 

By mid-October, the lit Airborne Brigade had 
*lw> udten heavy v4-*u*llir*. and ibe four KjUlfllinnv 
Ln lite lull* abuse Thucing Due wcic ddwn 1 1 ► jIkiuI 

300 men each. Esttmated enemy losses were over 
1,200 killed t«unng Ihe first half of October, and 14 
soldier* of ihe Oien Bicn Fhu Division were pn«m- 
ens of war, The NVA, nevertheless, w*» determined 
to regain tin- oVmnuli-iLr. hoiglil* On 2fl October, 
ihe reinforced 24lh NVA Regiment began another 
Kssaull on Kill 1062. this time firing large concentra- 
tion* of tear gas, This assault carried to lhc highest 
po*iiioa on ihe ridge, forcing an airborne baitalion 
to withdraw. On 1 c usher. Hill 1 0b2 wav again 
in enemy hands. 

Meanwhile in TTiua Thien Province, enemy pres- 
*ure again*! ihe hghily held Hue defemc* w« he- 
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timing severe, ami General I'ruong w» raving 
t|mri£k filtfiiM-d requests from It elements north of 

the Hju Van Pass to rdurn at least some of die 
Airborne Division, General Truong resisted and 
ordered I3ng Gen. Lc Quong Lining of the Air^ 
borne to retake Hill 1062. The attack began on S 
November, 2nd three days Later ARVN troopers 
swot hack on the ridge They established new de- 
fensive positions on the slopes, leaving (he fur- 
rowed, shattered crest to the dorens of NVA dead 
who remained there. Although heavy fighting con- 
tinned U> the hills and on I he ridge Tor several more 
weeks is ihe Airborne Division expanded its control 
of critical terrain, the most violent phase of one of 
the bloodies! battles since Ihc cease-fire was. over. 
The Airborne Division hid lost nearly 500 of its 

witdierv killed untie its Lommilmcnl in Quang Nam 
Province on 15 August. Nearly 2.000 had been 
wounded. Enemy casualties were estimated io be 
about 2,000 killed and 5,000 wounded. Seven or the 
nine airborne battalions had fought in the three- 
month campaign, and by mid- November sis of these 
were on Hill 1062. The enemy had observation of 
tlie airborne positions from the height* of Hill 1235. 
but General Luong could not muster enough force 
to take this peak and still defend what he had 
Similarly, the enemy lacked Ihe forces to counterat- 
tack in strength- 

By the end of L<*7-t. all hul Iwn airborne battalions 

wers- Hiihdrawn from Hill 1062. The remaining 1st 
and 7th Battalions kept patrols ihere and depended 
on artillery fires to deny the terrain to enemy occu- 
pation, but placed their main battle positions near 
Dong t.am Mountain, jhoui * kilometer* to the east, 
and in the ridges above Hill 52. 

The rainy season had reached Quung Nam Prov- 
ince in Oclober and provided some respite from the 
Intense and continual combat of summer Hisl h sides 
needed ill is time to recuperate and prepare for ihe 
nest dry season and, although neither knew it then, 
the Hip NVA offensive. 

Itanium 

While the firtt phase of Ihe siege oT Mang Buc 
was under way, the rest of Kontum Province was 
relatively quiet. On 2 August 1974, Brig, Gen. t_e 
Trung Tuong, commanding the 23d ARVN Divi- 
sion and rcsponsibtlc for the security of Ihe western 
Central Highlands {Kontum, Pleiku, Darlac and 

{Juan/. Iliu- I'rOvtnce*), moved >ns m.nr, h<-.tdt;ii.ir- 
l*fi from Konlum In a mflri; central Ureal ion in 
Pleiku. In Kontum lie left a forward command post 
and a sizable force of infantry under the command 
of his deputy, Colonel Hu The Quang. The troops 
under Colonel Quangos command included the 45th 
ARVN Infantry Regiment, defending the northeast 
approaches to Kontum City and operating in ihc 
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mountainous jungle between Route 5H fl-'H.-JUi 

and Out post Number 4. About 15 kilometers north- 
east of Kontum. Outpost Number 4 was lost to an 
NVA attack during ihe summer and never recov- 
ered by the ARVN'. It had provided a base for 
interdicting an NVA road, called Route 715, which 
the Communists were constructing from Vo Dinh, 
northeast of Konlum, toward Ihnh Dmh North of 
Outpost Number 4. tJutposi S'umber ? served a 
similar purpose, hul it was alftO lOSt tO the NVA that 
summer. 

Colonel Quang had Ihe 40th ARVN Infantry 
Regiment, attached from the 2 2d ARVN Division, 
securing the northwestern approaches in the city. 
Two banaliLHts of the 44th ARVN Infantry Regi- 
ment were in reserve behind the 40ili northwest of 
Kontum, while Ihe third battalion was retraining in 
I km \1i IIv.it rhrce Rl : battalions manned out- 
posts along Ihe northern and western approaches, 
while a fourth RE- battalion and t»o Hanger baiml- 
ions secured UK southern reaches of ihc province 
and ihe Cbu Pao Pass. 

Although Colonel Quang felt that he could 
defend Kontum City, ARVN formations in the 
highlands had lost the mobility that had previously 
e nahte d 11 Corps to deploy fortes rapidly by air 
from small patrols to entire divisions — to nteel 
enemy threats and somewhat nullify the advantages 
of initiative and surprise. Constraints on Tuel and 
maintenance had all but eliminated air mobility, 
Long range reconnaissance patrols, formerly moved 
by helicopter, were now walking to objective areas, 
their range and Ability to remain d rustical I > short 
eited. Logistical airlift for ihe entire province was 
limited to one CH-47 helicopter: consequently, 
nearly all supply and evacuation was trucked as far 
as possible, then carried over steep trails to forward 
positions. Thus, even m good weather, the ARVN 
could not reinforce or rescue isolated i imposts such 
is Mang Buc. 

Ai Mang Buc was overrun, 1he NVA B-3 Front 
conducted attacks along the Kontum defenses that 
held the meager II Corps reserves in place, denying 
reinforcement* to Mang Buc. Enemy pressure de- 
clined after Mang Buc's fall, and the A K V N in 
Kontum concentrated on Ihe enemy's Route 7 1 S h 
Which by mid-September had been extended to 
wtthin 15 kilometers of the boundary of Binh Dinh 
and Pleiku Provinces, bypassing the Kontum de^ 
fenses on the cast. The ARVN II Corps sent long 
range reconnaissance patrols against the road to lay 
mines and sabotage trucks and roadbuilding equip- 
ment, and air strikes were called in. Four 175-mm. 
guns in Ktinium. with fires adjusted by the Prov- 
ince's remaining L-19 observation plane, also inter- 
dicted Roule 715. Persistent ARVN attacks caused 
high casualties among the NVA swirl parties and 
Ei-ni[viianh stopped further extension of the load 



Thf fltxhiunili la tk<r I/ut Van 



12.1 



vYhiU- 11 Corps wu pounding away it Route 715, 
the NVA B-3 Front w» preparing lo attack 
Chuong Nghia. Aware of an impending attack. II 
Corps headquarters moved I he 254th RF Battalion, 
operating west of Kontum City, to reinforce the 
defense of Chuong Nghu. Bj the end of September 
1974 the garrison bad 600 men— 280 from Ihe 254th, 
one RF Company, and nine PF platoons. The de- 
feme included a ring of outposts a.s (ar a* vii kilome- 
ters from ihe enmp. tniermedtaic outposts about 
three Vilamcirrv away, and art inner ring about 1 .000 
meter* out. About 2,000 civilian* lived within the 
camp's pen meter. 

The NVA attacked Ihe outposts on 30 September. 
Two 105-nun, howitzer* m Chuong Ngrna enukJ noi 
adequately' jupport the widely scutirrcd platoons 
.mil companies and one by one, the OUtpOiU were 

overrun. Although ihe commander of II Corps, 
General Toon, ordered two 175-mm. gun* to move 
up Route SB from Kontum to support the defenic. 
the poor f,.|nti;i i ! - lie fond made ihe going very 
■low. A* the attack* continued" on I October, M 
Corps stent an RF company by air to Chuong Nghia 
By 2 October, live outposts luid fallen and the 
camp wu under heavy bombardment The ARVN 
25 1 il RF Battalion was at Ihe Kontum airfield wait- 
ing to be flown lo Chuong Nghia., but heavy enemy 

lire mi Ihe airstrip prevented tin- landing Mil" I wo 
\7$-mtn. guns were not yet in range. 

The final assault began on 3 October with heavy 
artillery concentration! falling «" the subset-tor 
headquarters and on ihr ounfturtl post of the 254th 
RF Battalion. Volley* of 1,000 rounds were fol- 
lowed by the assault oF a battalion of NVA rn fan try, 
from Ihe 28th Regiment, against the subseclor and 
25*lh RF Battalion. Defensive pmiimns were quick 
ly overrun, Chuong Nghia ssas loM, .uiJ lew sui- 
vived. Although VNAl : fighter-bcinihers were em- 
ployed against the Zflth NVA Regiment and its 
supporting artillery, I he Last major outpost in 
Kontum Province had fallen. Without supporting 
artillery, the South Vietnamese had no way io hold 
a lranlL, isolated garrison against a determined, well- 
supported NVA attack. 

Quins >flfti 

The demands Tut reinforcements in Quang Nam 
Province and in the Que Son Valley had spread Ihe 
ARVN very 1hm in Quang Ngai Province, which 
hoMl been boiling with enemy activity since early 
summer The 24 ARVN Division, under Brig. Gen. 
Tran Van Nhut, had conducted fairly successful 
pacification and security operations in Quang Ngai. 
but the vast expanse of territory it had to cover was 
vulnerable to hit-and-run Communis! attacks Fur- 
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Ihermort. a number of ARVN ouipoMs were deep 
in the hill* beyond supporting or quick reinforcing 
distance. 

The principal adversary opposing the ARVN in 
Quang Ngai was still the S2d NVA Brigade, which 
had four infantry battalion*, a supper battalion, and 
supporting artillery. The brigade had its battalions 
deployed west of Nalional Highway L (QL-I)- and 
south of Nghia Hanh District Town in position to 
threaten the populnied area* of Mo Due and Due 
Pho, a* well as the mountain district seats at Son 
Ha, Tra Bong, and Minh Long and the frontier 
out post of On Vuc in the far western edge of Bj To 
District. Five other battalions of local sappers and 
infantry were disposed close CO Rome I from the 
northern district of limn Stm south to Due Pho, and 
one battalion had infdlratcd inio I he Balallgati PclH- 
sula rj.sl of Uinh Son. 

Augmenting the 2d ARVN Disivion in Quang 
Ngai Province were 12 RF battalions, and 3 battal- 
ions of the I J lb kanjicr liroup. Hie btlb Rangei 
Batialii-:- '.'.-i-- .ii V.in Ha District Town, over ihe 
mountains west of Quang Ngai City; the 69th 
Ranger Battalion was in Tra Bong, up the Tn Bong 
River from Binh Son; and the XHh Ran^i-r Hatusnon 
was still defending the outpost at Gia Vuc. 

Timing operations ssith ihe oisciuiig of the offen- 
sive in Quang Nam Province, the NVA initiated 
heavy ai tacks h\ fire and ground assaults through- 
out Quang Ngai on Ihe night of IV July LV?4. The 

following morning, NVA gunners fired al the base 
at Chu Lai with right 112-nim. rockets bui caused 
no damage Attacks continued for five days before 
the intensity began to fall off. 

Meanwhile, the critical situation in Quang Nam 
impelled General Truong to order Maj, Gen. Le 
Van Nhut to send his 4th Infantry Regiment to take 
over defense of ihe Que Son Valley, relieving ihe 3d 
ARVN Division of a responsibility that had dis- 
tracted General Hinh From Ihe principal threat in 
central Quang Nam. Heavy NVA attacks Bared 
again on 3 and 4 August in the central district of 
Nghia Hanh tn the hdl* south of the district town 
in the Cong Hoa Valley, ihe IL&th RF Battalion 
was overrun following a heavy artillery concentra- 
tion Two battalions, one RF and the other from the 
51 h Infantry, were sent lo reinforce ihe 115th. but 
ihey arrived too late to rescue the po-uiion. General 
truiMkg and General Nhul sass ihe hard -won gains 
of ihe summer slipping away. There were no spec- 
i.kuLir i-in/niv initiatives -i gr.nli-.il i'mmoii :.f 
security as one small position after another fell to 
shorl, violent encnij jssiiults Bui With sil fsrw 
troops available. South Vietnamese commanders 
could do tittle lo holt Ihe decline, much less reti re 
the earlier situation. 

The first of the dm net hcatluuarier% to falL during 
the NVA offensive wu Minh Long when dements 
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i if I he Sid NVA Brigade ovel ran the two defending 
RF Companies on 17 August. Outposts held by the 
13 local PF platoons collapsed quickly under I he 
weight of NVA artillery A pwnoon of Ifl-S-mm 
artillery w» mm oat of action, its howitzers dam 
aged hy enemy fire. A three-halUlion ARVN relief 
forte failed in make any headway, and NVA trucks 
were seen hauling ammunition into Minh Long on 
23 August. 

Three days after the fall of Minh Long, General 
Shut asked General t ruimu for permission to with- 
draw the 70ih Ranger Battalion from Gia Vuc, row 
completely isolated and exposed to Communist 
attack General Nhut also wanted to pull the tSth 
and <i9(h Ranger* om of Son Ha and Tra Bong 
hecttuv I hew hall. iliuns had pour piospccts for sur- 
vival against heavy NVA firepower. General 
Truong understood, but he would not agree to 
abandoning any districts to the Communists without 
■ fighl 

Artillery fire on Gia Vue began on 19 September, 
followed shortly by ground assaults. Five outposts 
fell, but the Rangers moved out quickly and retook 
Ihtee of them But withoul artillery support or air 
strike*— the weather waft bad— and losing 50 men 
killed and as many wounded, ihe ?Oih Ranker Bat- 
udirwi wai unable to hold. The eamji fell on 21 
Sfpfft^ hjr Only 21 survivor* eventually made h 
back to ARVN lines. 

Some help for beleaguered Quang Ngai Province 
appeared on I October when the 4th Infantry, 2d 

ARV N Infantry DiVimuIl, Iclufricd to Chu Lai from 

Hi operations in (he Uue Son Valley to try to 
recover ihc terrain lent to the NVA south of Nghia 
Hanh District Town. Well entrenched, the Commu- 
nists had even moved a battery of 37-mm. antiair- 
craft guru lo within four kilometers at Ihe district 
town, but the guns were soon destroyed by ARVN 
artillery. The enemy force blocking tin; 4th Infan. 
try's advance include*! three battalions of ihe S2d 
NVA Brigade. The -4th Infantry took heavy casual- 
i it-- but made no significant gains. 

In December, Ihe reconstituted battalions of the 
Ulb Hunger Group from (Juang Sam Province 



reinforced ihe i-ih ARVN Infantry in heavy fighting 
on Ihe Batangan Peninsula. Casualties were high, 
but the improvements lo local security were slight 
Aft the year ended in Ouan K Ngai, the advantage 
and initiative lay in enemy hands. Souih Vietnamese 
territorial forces were understretigth and dispirited; 
Ihe once-effective 2d ARVN Division could Held 
battalion* of cniy )Wi roco each, and Ranger battaJ- 

mns were surely fulijrunJ frnm continual monshal 

The NVA"* strategic raid* campaign in the vast 
region south of the Hat Van had accomplished three 
things thai placed NVA force* m an excellent poai- 
lion lo begin a major offensive Fun, all hough 
NVA casualties were very high, ihe campaign had 
severely depleted Ihe ARVN of experienced leaders 
and soldiers. Replacements were not well trained or 
in sufficient numbers to hnng haltered battalion* up 
jo strength. On the other hand, die NVA replace- 
ment flow was copious and free from interference. 
Second, NVA command, staff, logistics, and com- 
munication* had been thoroughly expanded and 
proven during this campaign, the new Id Corps had 
ihe Valuable experience of a major offensive behind 
it. Thud, ihe NVA had pushed its holdings to ihe 
edge of ihe narrow coastal plain and was within 
artillery range of nearly every major South Viet- 
namese installation and population center. Similar 
progress, meanwhile, n.is heing made norih of ihe 
Hai VamFam 

Nolr utt Sources 

The field reporting from Ihe Consul General's 
Office, Da Nang, was especially copious and usually 
reliable; these reports formed a large pari of the 
basts of this chapter Additionally, the acthor made 
a number of visits to Military Region 1 and 2 and 
has referred in his notes. DAO. Saigon, and J2./JGS 
Weekly Summaries provided most of the informa- 
tion on order-of-battle and combat activity Most 
significant in this chapter, however, were the com- 
ments and corrections made hy Generals Truong 
and lltnh whose personal recollections provided 
accurate daLa and understanding 
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The Ring Tightens 
Around Hue 

Throughout I he early months of 1974, the NVA 
maintained continual picture apainsi KVNAf'' de- 
ri.-nM.-s nt>rlh l»T [he Hai Van I'nwi and concentrated 
on [lie ARVN Airborne Division and In Infantry 
Division positions west and soulh erf Hue. Aware 
ihat svilh three full' strength -Vlaiim fjn.iinh^ hold 
ing the line- in QuangTri Province an overly agrcv 
tut campaign would invoke retaliations against its 
burgeoning logistical complex, around Dong Ha. the 
NVA did little [ik disturb [he balance in the north- 
ernmost province. The most serious erosion at 
AKVN defense* took place during the skirmishes 
for the high ground wmth of Phu Bai, I he only 
major airfield serving Hue. There the ARVN hi 
Infantry Division was responsible for protecting [he 
airfickl. Highway I u ii passed through the narrow 
defile in Phu Lac District, and the vital Ta Trach 
corridor In Hue. 



Not Mo Tau f Nil Bong, and Kill 350 

The Hai Van Ridye formed [Ik- Thua t'hien 
tjuan Nam Province boundary from the sea to Bach 
Ma Mountain, which was occupied by I he enemy in 
October 1973. The ndgc continued ho! past Kadi 
Ma until it descended inio the valley of the Song Ta 
Trach ■! Ruong Ruling, where the NVA had estab- 
lished » forward! operating; base local Route 545 
twisted through ihe mountain* north from Ruong 
Huong, joining Highway I just south of Phu Bai As 
ii crossed over ihe western slopes- of the Hoi Van 
Ridge, Route 545 passed between two lower hills. 
Nut Mo Tau on the west, and Nui Bong on the east. 
Sua Mo Tau and Nui Bong were only about 300 
meters and 140 meters high, respectively, but the 
ARVN positions on them, and on neighboring hills, 
formed the main outer ring protecting Phu Bai and 
Hue on the south. Outpost* were placed on hills 
2,000 to 5.WJ0 meters farther sou[h, including lulls as 
identified by their elevations of I4J. 224. 273 and 
35Q meter*, (Map 17) 



At first, the corps commander, General Truong. 
viewed the see-saw contest for the hi IN *ouih of Nui 
Mo Tau as hardly more ihan training exercises and 
of no lasting tactical or strategic importance. That 
asAessmciti was supportable SO long as the enemy 
was unable to extend his positions to within range of 
Phu Bai. Once this extension occurred, protecting 
Hue's vital a.iT and land I L. % wiih the south became 
matter of great urgent y. 

During inconclusive engagements in the spring of 
]v*4, ihe AKVN Im Division managed to hold on 
to Nui Mo Tau and Nui Bong, losing Hill 144 
between Ihe two but regaining it on 7 April. Hills 
27} and 350 were lost: I hen Kill 350 was recaptured 
by ihe 3d Battalion. 3d ARVN lidaniry. m a lu^hi 
attack on 4 June. By this time, I Corp* units were 
bothered by reductions in artiUery ammunition. 
Tight restrictions had been imposed by General 
I r 1 1- -.i .hi i In- number of rounds lhal could be fired 
in counlerballery , preparatory, and defermve fires, 
These condition* impelled [he infantry commanders 
to seek mean* other than heavy artillery fires to 
soften objectives before the assault. In recapturing 
Hill 350, the 3d ARVN Infantry worked around 
hehmd Hie hi 11 and blocked the enemy's access to 
defenses on ihe lull Wuhin :i few days. NVA sol- 
diers on the hilt were out of food and low on 
ammunition. When the ARVN commander, moni- 
toring the enemy's tactical radio net, learned this, he 
ordered 1he assault. No artillery was used; mortars 
and grenades provided the only fire support for the 
ARVN infantrymen, But they took (he hill on ihe 
first assault even tluiugh ihe NVA defenders fired a 
heavy concentration of tear gas against them. 
ARVN casualties were light while ihe NVA 3th 
Regiment lost heavily in men and weapons. 

Order nf Battle 

As the I si ARVN Division pressed southward 
agaltttt the NVA 324U Division's battalions trying 
la hold hard-won OttipOtta in the hills, another new 
NVA corps headquarters was organized north of 
Ihe Hai Van Pass and placed, in command of the 
>OWi, 324B, and 325th Divisions, Designated the 2d 
Corps, it was a companion to the new 1st Corps in 
Thanh Hoa Province of N'orih Vietnam. Ihe >d 
Corps south of the Hti Van, ami iIil- Mist Corps 
near Saigon. In the Thua Thicn campaign, the 324H 
Division eventually assumed control of five regi- 
ments: its own 803d and 512th and three independ- 
ent NVA infantry regiments, the 5th, 6th. and 271st, 

In early June 1974, after releasing ihe lit Air- 
borne Brigade to Ihe reserve controlled by Ihe Join 
General Staff, General Truong mode major adjust- 
ments Ln Liunmaml and deployment* north of the 
Hai Van Pass. The Marine Division wu extended to 
cover about 10 kilometers of Thua Thicn Province- 
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and was reinforced with Ihe 15th Ranger Group of 
Ihree ba1talions and (tic 1st Armored Brigade and 
had operational control of Owing Trifs seven RF 
battalions. The division commander, Krij: lien Itm 
The Lan. positioned his force* with the 25Sth 
Marine Brigade, with one M-48 tank company ai- 
tached. defending. From the sea southwest lo about 
live kilometers east of Qunng Tri Cily. The IWth 
Marine Brigade held the center seClriT. Quang Tn 
City and Highway I. Southwest of ihe idfih uu 
the nil ached 15th Ranger Group along Ihe Thach 
Kan River, and ihe 147th Marine Brigade was on 
the left and south of ihe 15th Ringers- When he had 
to extend his forces southward 10 cover the airborne 
sector, General Lan used a Last force of the Lsi 
Armored Brigade, two Marine battalions, and an 
RF battalion, keeping Ihrec tank companies on the 
apprtwehes to Hue- 

Tbe Airborne Divissun t mured rhc responsibility 
for Ihe Song Bo approach, placing its two remaining 
brigades, Ihe 2d and Jd, to the west. The 2d Brigade 
bad two RF battalions and one company of M-41 
tanks attached. The Mb NVA Regtmenl wu ihe 
principal enemy unit in ihe Id Hngade's sector, 
while Ihe 27 1st NVA Regiment opposed the kl 
Airborne Brigade to the south near Fire Suppiui 

The Four regiments and I wo attached RF battal- 
ions of the 1st ARVN lufjniry Division were de- 
ployed in a long arc from the Airborne revision's 
left through i he hills lo Fhu Loc District, with the 
54th Infantry Repment protecting Highway I from 
the Truod Bridge, just north of S'ui Bong, lo the Hai 
Van Pais. 

Ihe Kiilrnad 

The national railroad paralleled Highway 1 
through Thin linen Province, and daily freight and 
passenger Hams ian bciwwn I5.i N.mji arid Hue 
Since the restoration of traffic in April 1973. passen- 
ger trains were heavily used because of low fares 
and regular service. In January 1974, the railroad 
carried 126,1X0 passengers and 1,500 tons or freight 
along a 100-kilonielcr run. In mid- May, Ihe Com- 
munist* ire reascd ihcir efforts to disrupt this serv- 
ice, for ul I hough ihe railroad had negligible cm- 
niMiiiL- and military value, it wu popular wiih the: 
people and its operation demonstrated the South 
Vietnamese government's ability to provwle secu- 
rity. 

Saboteurs concentrated their attacks along the 
stretch of rail lhai ran along the coast from the 
Lang Co Bridge, the first major hndge north oflhe 
Hai Van Piss, and northern Phu Loc District, jihi 
south of Phu Hjii, More than 40 bridges and numer- 
ous defers were m I his section, By mid-June attacks 
became so frequent ihat work crews refused lo 



repair track and roadbed without greater protect ion; 
one of their work trains was hit by rocket fire near 
Phu Loc District Town. The enemy plaeed large 
stone blocks on the rails, and Ihe workmen, suspect - 
Ills} thai they Were mined, refused to remove them 
Large scuiuMis of ml weni unrepaired, and the line 
had to be closed on 22 June. 

With territorials providing security for Ihe crews, 
service on the line wu restored on 9 July, only lo 
be closed again the same clay when a mine tore up 
100 meters of rail. Nevertheless, [he line v. as back m 
service Ihe following day. In early August, ihe 
attack shifted to south of the Hai Van Pass. A large 
mine planted between Ihe first and second tunnels 
north of Da Nang destroyed three cars and caused a 
few civilian casualties. 

Interest in riding the railroad naturally began to 
wane- In August only 4,500 passengers and ISO tons 
of freight were carried uniil traffic wu again sus- 
pended on the 20th. During the eight months of 
operation in 1974, a locomotive and 15 cars had 
been destroyed, 3,000 meters or rail had been corn 
up. and civilian casualties numbered 1 1 killed and 50 
wounded When he chose to do ko ihe enemy 
showed that he could close down the railroad. 

Naval hnganenvent Of! Ouhjiu Tri 

While skirmishing for the hills south of Hue occu- 
pied Ihe 1st ARVN and 324B NVA Divisions, an 
event occurred along the Quang Tri coast, demand- 
ing the attention of the high commands on both 
mOVs tin 20 June 1M74, n Souih Vietnamese 
patrol sighted a convoy of (wo steel-hulled landing 
craft and 30 wooden boats off the South Vietnam 
coul, south of Ihe mouth of the Cua Viet River. 
Although there wu no clear line or demarcation 
defining ihe d*-plh of ihe NVA's control south of 
ihe Cbn Viet, ihrst: boats were about three lolomc' 
ten ofT shore and. by RVNAF reckoning, in Smith 
Vietnamese waltrs Accordingly, a VNAF helicop- 
ter gunship was sent to altack. After a few rounds, 
ihe helicopter's guns jammed, and it broke off the 
attack. Meanwhile, the small convuy changed 
course and headed north toward the Cua Viet, its 
original destination; poor navigation had caused ii 
10 miss ihe channel and continue south. 

Bui one of the itecl-hulke<] boats, its master appar- 
ently siill confused about his location, lumbered on 
rewards Hue. and the foru.ml Iil-jJlpli iters or I 
Corps at Hue ordered Us capture. By this time. 
ARVN units along the coast and Vietnamese Navy 
elements had been alcctcd. Kvcnlually, the ARVN 
17th Armored Cavalry Sqiudnni, ujihl: ICJW rn»' 
files and tank gunfire, sank the boai off the coaat itf 
Thon My Thuy Villnge, northeast of Hai Lang 
District Town. The boat's log, recovered along 
•a i ih i he th.nl ics of the eight-nun crew and part of 
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the cargo (200 one of Chinese otnncd pork and 
1,000 NVA uniform*). revealed lhai ihe vessel be- 
longed to ihc I02d Boat Company and (hut there 
were 10 other boat* and 1 barge* in I he 102d, 7 of 
which routinely operated between North Vietnam 
and Dong 11a in Ihe Cub Viet. 

The North Vietnamese protested ihe linking 
claiming ! Ii.ii the boal, on a peaceful massjcwi in their 
waters, wa* wantonly and illegally drslniycd in jn 
ad ikf piracy the Smith Vietnamese replied in 
equally %Cr L>ik^ terms, charging limbic inlruunn by 
ah armed vessel inlet their territorial wiirrv Bcith 
sides wi'Tf obviously embarrassed, the Xiinh he 
came of ihc dcnioiiti rabl y ptxir seamanship of it* 
boat crew; the South because of the uncoordinated 
mciioii lhat resulted in ihc sinking of nn enemy boat 
thai could have been easily captured. But the GVN 
wis clearly the winner; it did hive the ship's log 
unh its interesting information concerning NVA 
logistics, and it had a few cases of good canned 
pi • r k 

An Assist fnun ihe Hungarians 

White Ihe RVNAF wa* gaining a modicum of 
intelligence through ihe sinking of Ihe enemy boil 
the NVA wa* apparently reaping a bountiful hnr- 

scsl nl dula concerning KVNAI' dispositions, de- 
fenses, and operations through llv connection* with 
the Hungarian delegation lm ihe International L ■ 1 1 : i - 

minion ofConirol and Supervision (1CCSJ. Si rung 
indication* l hat thi* »as so appeared north of ihe 

HaJ Van I'ass early in 1474, and ihe CMC WH Ihe 

HuhjLvi kI i detailed report submitted in June by Ihe 
Nominal Police at Military Region 1 to police head 
quarters in Saigon. 

The essence of the report was that several mem- 
ber* of Ihe Hungarian delegation to the ICCS had 
been observed since February taking pictures, and 
malting mn. s :ii KVNAF bases, outposts, bridges, 
and Lnher sensitive site* and 1hat this activity bore 
jEI Mil- earmark* ..it espionage. Ihe inescapable u.ifl- 
elusion was that the information so collected was 
delivered to the NVA. Because of the diplomat* 
status accorded ICCS delegations. South Vietnam' 
ese authorities could not confiscate anything, from 
the Hungarians but did try lo limit their apparent 
espionage activities. The following elements of the 
report were considered significant examples of Ihe 
kind of reconnaissance Ihe Hungarians were en- 
gaged in: 

February— Lieutenant Colonel Marietta, Chief of 
ihe Hungarian ICCS group tn Qumig Tri. together 
with Lieutenant Gyori and Sergeant Sjtaho toured 
Phu Vang and Phu Thu Districts of Thua Thien 
Province. iuing maps and a camera to record Ihe 
R VN A F defensive posit unit in the area. 



March — LTC Markov wuh camera and maps, 
was snipped at an RVNAF checkpoint on a road 
leading to Ihe forward positions of the Id Infantry 
Rcginicni. Ivt ARVN Division A few days laier, 
LTC Markus and another member of his team drove 
from Hue to Ouang Tn, recording on maps the 
OVN position*, and installations along Highway I 
tJn the last rlay uf tli* monlh. LTC Marfcus and 
CPT GyilLi Titter were teen photographing all 
bridges on Highway I between Hue and Da Nang 

April— Three Hunganan field-grade officers ar- 
rived in Quart g Tn fmm Saigon and. guided by 
I.Tf Markus, drove around the ruined city taking 
pldUJcs of the Marine poslllons 

May — Hungarian Signal Sergeam Toth and two 
Other member* of ihe Da Nang team drove from Da 
Nang to the Hai Van Pa**, taking pictures of the 
S.mi ti Budge, the l.sso gasoline Morale area, anil 
RVNAF military installations en route. laid in ibe 
monlh. Major Kovacs, chief of the Hungarian unit 
at Phu Hai was observed photographing, with a 
leJephoto (ens, aircraft landing and departing Phu 
Hap Auba.se He wa* also *een wing binoculars and 

recording Ihe location* id ihe RVNAl" defenses 
around Phu Bat. Also in May. LTC Vafkcgyi and 
Lt. Borkely from Saigon Inured ihc Hai Van Pass 
with Major Kovacs— taking pictures of all RVNAF 
installations, 

June— Another delegation visited firOBl Sa^on 
Brigadier General Csapo, Colonel Vida and three 
others were given the tour lo the Had Van Pass by 
Lieutenant C olonel Hnrv.ilh !ncr of the Hue unit) 
and Major koVaC*. Usihg a niap IO mile ihc U>Ca- 

tioav the party look pictures of installaiions all 
along Ihe way. 

There wa* probably no direct connection, but 
during the lavl week of June enemy sappers got lo 
ihe fuel Storage area al Camp Evam norlhtscM of 
Hue and the ammunition storage al Phu Bai. About 
&,OD0 gallons of gasoline burned at Camp Evans; 
J,WH) tons of ammunition blew up at Phu Elm 

Inflliralioi lain the Thua Thien I. lands 

Ever since the Hurry of bailies following 1he 
January )*P7i eJCase-fife subsided, the lowlands of 
Thua Thien had hern considered alrauvsl Inlally free 

or Communist-controlled hamlet*. Unlike the other 
southerly coastal provinces of Military Region I. 
ihere were no so-called leopard spots of VC en- 
slave* in either Thun Thien or Oumig Tri Preiv- 
incH-t. In ihe fall of 1974, however, ditturhing evi- 
dence began to appear indicating thai three small 
VC fort ified areas had been established since June in 
Phong Dten Dislricl north of Hue- Thrs distncl nf 

thua Thien wn lightly p<lpulalcd, mostly a waste- 
land of sand dunes and tidal marsh, little of which 
wa* suitable for agriculture or even habitation. 
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One cnclasc wu in the northwestern comer of 
Ihe district on the edge of Phong Hon Village 
Occupying an afru n m ■ mji i jtel V I wo kilometers 
square, it wu l-ihik tilled by a body of about 30 VC 
politH-jl cadre and sheltered about 20 political and 
armed cadre from neighboring Hit Long District of 
Quang Tri During laic October, a company from 
the 33d N VA Sapper Battalion entered I he enclave 
and helped local forces construct bunkers and install 
aniiaircrafi machine guns The company also mined 
the perimeter with 105- iii m howitzer projectile* 
and posted signs warning cilifcns of the minefield* 
One of these mine* blew the (racks off an AR VN 
armored personnel carrier during an ARVN probe 
id the area, hut a later operation event uady pene- 
ir, 1 1 I'd and cleared the area. 

Another enclave, larger but 1r« well defended 
was in eastern Phong Dien District- Loaded in 
Phong Hicn Village, it provided * base for a small 
armed unit thai raided other hamti.iv in the region 
and nllcmpted to proselyte in nearby refugee resell- 
[emcnts, But these diMurhincci in rear areas were or 
minor importance when measured against the ex- 
panding cimflii'1 in the hills south ofPhu Bai. 

The Hilll of Pbu Iw and Nora Ibn 

Hills 144. 273, 3H 3M. "id Nui Bong, and Nut 
Mo Tan. overlooking the lines of communication 
through Phu Loc District and providing observa- 
tion and artillery sites, in range of Phu Hiti, were 
generally along [he boundary between Phu Loc and 
Nam Ham Districts of Thua Thien Province. Having 
recaptured Hill 350 on 4 June, Ihc ARVN 1st Divi- 
sion continued Ihc attack toward Hill 273- A fresh 
ball*! ton, the 1st Battalion, 54th Infantry, took Ihc 
hill on 27 June, incurring light casualties, and by Ihc 
next day. ihe fevl ARVN Division controlled all at 
the impnrtint high ground snuih of Phu hUi 

On 29 June General Truong directed his deputy 
notlh of the Had Van Pass., General Thi, to consti- 
tute a regimcntaJ reserve For the expected NVA 
counterattacks against the newly won objectives. 
General Thi accordingly replaced the Mtb Infantry 
with the 3d Infantry on Jul} , the J-tlh Ik-coiiuhk the 
corps reserve mirth of ihc Hji Van. General Truong 
had good reason to be concerned. The NVA was 
preparing for increased and prolonged operations in 
Thua Thien Province, as revealed by aerial photog- 
raphy of NVA rear areas on 30 June A 1 50.000- 
gallon fuel tank farm, connected to Ihe pipeline 
through the A Shau Valley, was photographed 
under construe I ion in far western Quaug Nam. Ottly 
25 kilometers south of the NVA base in Runng 
Ruong. The Huong Ruong region, also called the 
Nam Dong Secret Zone, was seen growing in to-gis- 
ik i. .i p.ic k v 1 iv.il Routes W and S45 were shown 
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to be repaired and m use, and a tank park and two 
ni'ss I ruck parks were disccrriablc. 

The 324B NVA Division look a while to get 
organized for renewed attacks in southern I hua 
Thien. It* haitahons had taken severe 'TfflEpaji and 
a period t>f rc-cquipping and tepuuining was neces- 
sary. In Ihe meantime, action shifted lo the old 
Airborne Drigade sector in northern Thua Thien 
w here the 6lh ariil fltJi Marine tlaltahons, attached 
Hi ihe U7lh Urigadc, came Uilder heavy attack 
Attacks continued through July, and some Marine 
outposts, targets Tor 130-mm gunfire, had to be 
given up. No important change* in dispositions u*<k 
place, however. 

Mid- July passed in southern Thua Thien without 
much activity. Bui on 2 5 July, as the 2d Infantry 
Regiment, 3d ARVN Division. was trying lo fe- 
group followr isp .i devoAlalinjr. engagement above 

Due DsK, Gene**! Truong ordered the 54th Infan- 
try, 1st ARVN Division, from Thua Thien to 
Quang Nam for attachment lo the 3d The 1st 
Infantry Division, wilh onl> three regiments, was 
left with a 60- kilometer front including Highway I 
and no reserve north of the Has Von Pass. Since this 
mi not ion was ha/iidous. General Troung on 3 
August ordered General Thi lo reconstitute a re* 
serve using the 15th Ranger Group, at I hit time 
attached lo the Marine Division on the Thach Man 
River, 

Consequently, cm 5 August Ihc 12 lit RF Battal- 
ion replaced the 60th Ranger Battalion on ihe 
Quang Tn front. Shortly afterward the 6 1st and 
94th Ranger Battalions pulled out. relieved respec- 
tively by the 126th RF Battalion and ihc 3th Marine 
Battalion But events in Quang Nam forced General 
Truong to change his plans for the 1 3th Gntup. 
because I luimg Due had just fallen, be needed the 
3d Airborne Brigade in Quang Nam, So, as soon as 
ihe Marines and territorials replaced the ballalions 
of Ihe 15th Group. Ihe relief of the 3d Airbnmc 
Brigade began in ihe Sung tin corridor. But, Gcncf- 
■1 Thi was still without a reserve north of the Hai 
Van Pass, and fresh opportunities for the new NVA 
2d Corps appeared in Phu Loc District. 

While General I ruong was shifting forces lo save 
Quang Nam, the NVA 2d Corps was moving new 
baiialions near Hill 350. First to deploy, in late July, 
waa the 271st independent Regiment, previously 
under ihe control of the 325th Division In raid- 
Augusi, the Jil2lh Regiment, 324B Division, began 
its, march from A Luod in the northern A Shau 
Valley. Covering the entire 50 kilometer, on font, 
the regimenl arrived undetected on 2b August On 
23 August allock* cm ARVN positions in the Nui 
Mo T*u-Hiil 350 area began. Over 600 artillery 
rounds hu Nui Mo Tsu where Ihe 2d Battalion, 3d 
Infantry, was dug in. The ARVN battalion held Ihe 
hr.11 against the assault of the NVA infantrymen, hui 
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an adjacent position, manned by the 129th RF Bat- 
!.i!i..m. (.'oLIjpwLl, .mil I he lulliduni m ,r> Wjtured lo 
the east, or Nuj Bong and Hills 273 and JSC, the 
other iwo battalions of the 3d Infantry were (wm- 
barded h-v 1,300 rounds and driven from their posi- 
tions by the wh mid UL2th NVA Regiments. Mean- 
while, ihc Sth Battalion, BI2lh NVA Regimenl, 

overran II II J2-t I liir-. 1 1: .1 I'i.m hours, cui pi lin 

Nui Mo Tau, ill ARVN ■coornplixrurwm^ of i Sit- 
long summer campaign in southern Thua Thicn 
were erased. The 3 1 M Infantry of the K1 ARVN 
Dlvniim was rushed into the line, but Ihc momen- 
tum of the NVA attack had already disputed, live 
sjsualllo. suffered b> :hr ^.UH NVA Dumim were- 

higru bul il now controlled much of cite terrain 
overlooking the Pbu Ijoc lowlands and Phu Hai 

Heavy fi^hnne. ihioughout the foothills continued 
into the first week of September with strong NVA 
attacks against the 3d Battalion. Jlsl Regiment, and 
the lit and 2d Slaitahons nf the Jd Regiment. The 
blh and £03d NVA Regiments lost nearly 300 men 
and over 1 00 weapons in these attacks, but the 3d 
ARVN Infantry was no longer combat elTcclivc due 
to casualties and equipment losses. 

Immediate reinforcement* were needed, south of 
l'hu Bai Accordingly, General Trucing ordered the 
54i h Infantry Regimen i back to Than Thien Prov- 
ince, together with tbe JTth Ranger Battalion, 
which had been fighting on I he Due Due front. 
General Thi look personal command of the ARVN 
force* w southern Thua Thien md moved the 7th 
Alrbome Battalion from north of Hue and the III Ih 
RF Bailalion. securing the port at Tan My, lo Phu 
Bai. These deployments and the skillful use of artil- 
lery concentrations along enemy routes of advance 
put a temporary damper on NVA initiative* in ihr 
foothill*. 

In an apparent diversion to draw ARVN forces 
northward away from Phu Loc, Ihr NVA on 21 
September strongly attacked the 5th and Kih Marine 
and the olM Ranger HaltaSmns holding, the Phong 
D-i-i! -..i. i nort'i of Hue Although some 6,600 
rounds, including hundreds from 130-mm Held 
guns, and heavy rockets, struck the defenses, the 
South Vietnamese held firmly against ihe ground 

n1l,l(,-k* t3i;M ItilUiwed Over 240 enemy infanlr yrrtcn 

from the 325ih Division were killed, mostly by 
ARVN artillery, in front of the Silt Marines, and 
General Thi made no deployments in response to 
the attack The neat week, however, renewed as- 
sault* by the 803d NVA Regiment carried it to Nui 
Mo Taw. *nd by the end <jf September, the 324B 
NVA Division had consolidated its control over the 
high ground south of Phu Bai from Nui Mo Tau 
cast to Nui Bong and Hill 350, The NVA 2d Corps 
immediately began to ciplon this advantage by 

mnvuip Xf-rnrn field fjun batteries <if Us ?Slh Artil- 
lery Regiment into position to fire on Phu Bai Air 
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Base, forcing Ihe VNAF to suspend operations nt 
the only major airfield north of Hai Van I Via 
The attack tit retake the commanding ground 
around Phu Bai began on 22 October with a diver* 
sionary assault on Hill 22* and Hill 303. The In 
ARVN Infantry Regimenl was to follow with the 
main aiiack against the 803d NVA Regiment on Nui 
Mo Tau. Bad weather brought by Typhoon Delia 
reduced air support lo nothing, and little progress 
was made by ARVN infantrymen. Nevertheless, ihe 
attack oil Nui Mo Tau. svilh a set h injury effort 
against elements of the SI 2th NVA Regiment on 
Nut Bong, began on 26 October. The 5-tth ARVN 
Infantry, with ihe 2d Battalion. 3d Infantry, at- 
tached, made slight progress on Nui Mo Tau, and 
the 3d Battalion, 1*1 Infantry, met strong resistance 
near Nui Hong. Bul the ARVN artillery wu taking 
its toll <if ihc NVA defenders, uho Here .dv-i-ulTet- 

m£ ihe effect* of cold rains sweeping across the 
sleep, shell -torn slopes. Heavy, accurate artillery 
fire forced tbe 6th Ballalion, 6th NVA Infantry-, to 
abandon its trenches on Hill 312, east of Kill HQ, 
and 1hf Regiment's trenches, bunkers, and 

communications were being torn up by the ARVN 
fire placed, on Nui Mo Tau. Toward the end of 
tX.-nitK.-r, Hit K03d just Sl2th NVA Regiments were 
so depleted that the 2d NVA Corps withdrew I hem 
from Ihe battle and assigned the defense of Nui Mo 
Tau and Nui Hong I" lh<- tVlh Regiment and 271st 
Regiment respectively. 

As heavy rains continued, movement and Tire 
support became increasingly difficult, and the 
ARVN offensive in southern Thus Thien Province 
slowed considerably. Enemy artillery eominucd m 
inhibit the use «if l>hu Bai Air FW, and 1st ARVN 
Pi vim ot i infantrymen around Nui Bong sulTered 
daily casualties to NVA mortars and field guns On 
24 November. Maj. Gen. Nguyen Van Diem, com' 
manding Ihe 1st Division, grcuri-d per mis.su in in pull 

his troops away frmn Nui Bong and concen tfale his 
fortes aguuiYl Nui Mo Tau. 

For a new assault on Nui Mo Tau, General 
Truong authorized 1he reinforcemenl of the 54th 
Infantry Regiment by ihc l*ih Ranker Ciroup 

drawn out «if Lhe |ki River Valley West of Hue, the 
Mill would make lhe main attack. The 54th Infantry 
commander selected his 3d Battalion lo lead, fol- 
lowed by the 2d Battalion and the *Oih and 94th 
Ranger Battalions When ihe sd Hultalion h;id diffi- 
culty reaching the attack position, it was replaced 
on 27 November by the lit Battalion Weather was 
icrrible that day, but two Ranger battalions made- 
some progress and es'ahltshed contact wiih the 
enemy On lhe eastern and southeastern slopes of lhe 
mountain. On 23 November, w ith good weather and 
long-awaited suppon l> i - in the VNAF, the 1st Bat- 
talion, 54ih Infaniry. began moving toward the crest 
of Nui Mo Tau On the mountain the enemy was 
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approaching a cirtpcf at<? stile; oik battalion of Ibe 
5ih NV'A Regiment was moving lo reinforce bat 
washouts on Route 545 between Ruong Kuonn .mJ 
Thon Ben Tan south of Nut Mo Tau hid all but 

<;linsina1cd reSUpply. 

Despite difficulties, however, the enemy cwim- 
lied lo resist strongly on both nmuntuins. On 1 
December. Colonel Vo Tom. the highly respected 
^ommaiidcr of the 1st ARVN Infantry, relumed lo 
his regiment from a Ms-mnnth Absence at South 
Vietnam's Command and General Start College- His 
1 imely arrival wis probably responsible for injeCUltg 
new vpini and more professional leadership into the 
atiack. which had bogged down -so close to in 
objective. But help also arrived for ihe defenders. 
Ibe H2lh NVA Regiment, refuted and somewhat 
recovered from nx earlier combat, returned 10 Nw 
Mo Tau. replacing the badly baiicred bib NVA 
Regiment. Over on Nui Bong, however, ihe rem- 
nants of Ihe 271ft NVA Independcn! Regiment 
were without help On J December, ihe ls< He. 
naitsance Company and ihe Ut and 3d Battalions, 
1st ARVN Infantry Regiment, wcie assaulting a 
dug-in battalion only 50 meters from ihe crest. Bui 
ihe expected victory slipped from iheir grasp. In- 
tense fires drove Ihe South Vietnamese back, and 
all hough ihe 1st Infantry retained a foolhold on Ihe 
slopes, it was unable Hi carry 1 he crest. 

The attack by Ihe 54th ARVN Infantry and ihe 
15th Ranger Group had more success. On 10 De- 
cember, the lu Battalion of Ihe 54(h look one of ihe 
twin Cfcsu of Ngi Mo Tau and captured the other 
the following day. As bloody skirmishing continued 
around Ihe mountain for weeks, the NVA executed 
another relief, replacing the 812th Regiment with 
the Sd3d- Although thi- i-m-my remained entrenched 



on Nui Bong, his access to lines of com niuniL-ai ion 
and the base in Huong Rucmg were frequently inter- 
dicted by ihe ARVN units operating in his rear 
Furthermore, the 7Slh NVA Artillery Regiment 
was forced lo remove us bjiiiTiei because rcnipply 
past the ARVN position around Nui Mo Tau 
became too difficult The VNAF, meanwhile, re- 
sumed miliiwry traffic into Phu Bar on 1 J December. 

By making timely and appropriate economy -of- 
feree deployments* often accepting significant risks. 
General Trwng was able to hold Ihe NVA main 
force at bay around Hue. But the ring wa* dosing 
on the Imperial City. Reinforced NVA battalions 
equipped with new weapons, ranks filling wilh fresh 
replacements from Ibe north — were in close contact 
with ARVN outposts ihe length of the front 
Behind tllL-ve haltaliOns. new formations of tanks 
were being assembled and large logiitical insiulla- 
lions were being constructed, heavily protected by 
.■.nil ircraft and supplied by ne^ly improved roads. 
While ihe situation in the wirth appeared ominous, 
one of the most iragic events of the war was unfold- 
ing in Phouc l.img Province to ihe BOUth. 

Note on Sources 

As in Ihe previous chapter, heavy reliance was 
placed on the reports of the Consul General. Da 
Nang. and weekly lummjnn from DAO and J2/ 
JGS. DAOsrcgionul liniMiu office in Da Nang filed 
numerous valuable reports during this period .in..! 
these were also useful for this chapter. Comments 
by the 1 Corps commander. General Truong, were 
essctiiial to establish ihe accuracy and completeness 
of the data. 
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The Last Christmas: 
Phuoc Long 

In hrs serialized account of the "Gre-ol Spring 
Victory" (translated in the Foreign Broadcast Infor. 
mation Service— FB IS — Daily Report: Asia and 
ffKi/tc, v<A I V. no- 1 10, Supplement JR, 7 Jun l^Tfi. 
pp. 2, S-4), Senior General Van Tien Dung of the 
North Vietnamese Army described deliberations t»f 
the Central MiliLuy Party Committee and the Gen" 

■ • i! S: ill .i\ they reviewed the events of the summer 
■LMtnfajpn He winte t»f how. he 1 ween Apnl and 
October, from Thua Thien in Saigon, NVA forces 
hid Hepped up l he offensive actions and had won 
great victories, The fact* were, of course, that ihc 
NVA w#i tudematcd al I be extreme* of lh» long 
battlefield— in Thai Thicn and around Saigon— but 
had overrun isolated base* in rite Central Highlands 
and succeeded *t great cost in penetrating to the 
edge of the Qiung Nam lowland*. This latter suc- 
cess loomed Large in iignificanue its General Dung 
and NVA planners: 

We [Mill ipnul illrntnin til |hc PUlfvnw of 1 Otitic wflKtl 

iSmioyed the itMirua ctptuJ c,r rbui«i |luv in ihe Sih Hce**! 
Tan *m ■ bni of urefiiuh wuh ihr tni M ihr mrmt'i runn 
ilin tiHtO ihr oncnn fi^rcn itelrrnta»i(t i he Ihui-np I>u. 
dialncl capM*l »ut"*CMir The cnffn> mm in ■ whole drvkion of 
pw4(nxiprri in Uurvh repeated md protrarledl counterattacki in 

■ In J n. rcvapiiirr iho pn*iini«. tml »c Itranlj ifcvinwled Ihc 
eticrhy fatfLn, firenl> 4r\cm3in f Thu.Tnu Ilu. anil furcmj Ihr 
enemy ra pte up 

However dn-torled the account, the victory at 
Thuonp Due .iml i he numerous, more easily won 
objective* in the highland!* demons* rated to the 
satisfaction of the Norlh V le-tnameNC hiphcominancl 
I hat ihc time had arrived for an even bolder strat- 
egy. General Dung went on lo relate how 

the General SufT reported hiibCniiil M, iNri. I'iMk t'i'mmii 
Stc lau ihc rnaihal raaatality at oar Btobtfe maun tc*c* uoopt 
ma maw akofether wpenor to thai of the eaenivS nu*ile 
rrjatat troopv thai Ihc »n had reached; fl* fiiul *Ufe *m1 lhir 
Ihr lijljni, r irf hiri-n h*J k hjnjrj IP OUT fivor 

General Dung believed, and ihc Military Com- 
mittee and the General Staff agreed, that the NVA'i 
superiority should be exploited in a new strategy. 
The N%'A would no longer attack, only lo destroy 



lite RVNAF bul would combine this objective with 
attacks to "'hberale" populated areas. It would move 
out of the jungles and mountains into the lowlands 
NVA planner* oh*crvcd that, "the redaction of U.S. 
aid made it impossible for die puppet troops to carry 
■ i-ur tllCIf COinh.H plan ,Uid huilJ up tlu-ir forctV arn.1 
that the South Vietnamese were "forced to fight a 
poor man"s war," thcrr firepower having decreased 
"by nearly 60 percent because of bomb and ammu- 
nition shortages" and their mobility was reduced 
"by half due lo lack of aircraft, vehicle* and fuel." 

According in General Dung, ihe conference of 
the Politburo and the Central Military Committee 
met in October, considered Ihe General Staffs av 
sessments and rLvcimmendalion, and unanimously 
agr«d nn the following: 

I Thr purrrl irrujn »ttc mJilinly. polibcally and ecDrMMhi- 
vjJIj wr#l>rniaj evtry da^ a*d our form were qpaiit moiii** 

lliah Ehr enniiy Iri IhrtiTiuth 

J Thr irniicJ Slulc* wm Cmtivj BHuariwic dkmcullm taih mi 

In in, r in,! in ihc v. ncld. Mini id pilrnlwl tin 4*dmf Ihe rHtppetl 
Wi, rjpidU drvlmlng 

1 Wi had creeled ■ ttuxn iif mvlual Mjpfwrt. tiaJ Mretietthcnril 
inn inrtvr fcxvn wl rrwtcrtrl ami *m rtraail) aaprnnaf oar 

illjfcrfu; mnd p H ,t,iil nJrm! 

* The moN rmrn*: to iJrpiwtd peace, insnrmemenc of ihe jwo- 
pU-'i Irvdinn*! [kawcrac}'. imImhmI imkpeadeiKe ind Truea'i 
,n.-rtil>r,"» in v.rV^Q tntr* *■« aaimia Hh-tonnUmi 

Having assessed their own capabilities and those 
of RVNAF, and having concluded that Ihe lime 
was light for the final offensive, the conferees bid 
to consider how ihc United States would react, 

They concluded: 

Alie< "jnuii ihe r»ru »|jrt»-nicni sin V tc\ mtm and Ktlhdn^ini. 
IIS ir,»f*i rr«n VitIuri, ihe l : niicii \iM\r+ had fiord nn 
(Ifrjlcf diltkullm jiiJ tftitMrr jvtfticnl the ir.lcrnjl Minllb.1i, 

(aaa) wtihia the U.S. arhaaahbaiaBii aari aoMf US- r" J ' | ».^l 
nartm had a^Mtatled. The WuerfaU: tcuidul had trfumsl) 
■fltclBd the <nli'< I'miotl Vjijh a»J pt<.\ ,|'i-*ifd ihe reugnaihia 
of in rilrmnty reiclKMiir) p»wdkw1— Nimkv The Liaibed Sum 
rwnl c<nKuimn rt^rwiifi. mnunlinB injljliim. icruim lin..rttp|. ^ 
inrnt anil in nil irnjh Athi,, |l Si allir* T»rt r n^il inn KVKmJ 1cnn* 

i,.Lih ihe Hiuml Siitev ami cauninei wh., ha.l 1.1 ^trpenij on Ihr 
L'nxeiJ Sunn il*o touflit m> ncape US. cotrol. IJ Ji mil i , ihr 
Sjij.^xi ruppo «ttmintMi]tk>n wu d>creuiD|t 

Comrade Le Duan drew an important conclusion 
[hat bcc«me ■ resolution' Having already wrth- 
drawn from the south, the United States could 
hardly jump bacL in. aiul ni» matter how it mighl 
intervene, it would be unable to save the Saigon 
administration horn collapse. Phuoc Long became 
the battleground for Ihe first lest of this aueunicnt 

1'huiK long— the Setting 

The summer and fill or 1974 in South Vietnam's 
U M 1 1,1. ir v K<'£i>->n hod been dilTicult times. Unlike 
the losvcs in Military Regions I and 2, however, 
very Little terrain of coosecfjcnce had been given up 
to the NVA summer offensive. The divisional hat 
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I la in Binh Duong. Tay Nmh. and Bicn Hoi Prov* 
wee* had produced thousands of casualties, hm all 
potations — eicept those on the T*y Ninh-Canibo- 
dian frontier- were eventually retaken by ARVN 
troops. The map-up of the Iron Triangle w» mil 
completed umii 24 November, the eve of the next 
phase of (he NVA offensive, ihe most significant 
step before the ultimate offensive of 3973. 

Since Phuoc Long Province was far outside the 
defenses of Saigon, «ls importance to South Vietnam 
wii essentially political in thai the government 
could stilt tlami possession of nil province c;i|- 1 il 
On the other hand, the presence of RVNAF hasc^ 
deep inside otherwise NVA-cont rolled territory tw 
anathema to the enemy Several important COSVN 
tactical and logics teal unit> and activities were m the 
Bo Duc-Bu Dop complex of village* and plants* 
fans. The COSVN M -2b Armor Command, usually 
with three of its tank battalions, wu Kiwi at the Bu 
Hi if 1 airfield only 25 fcitameiers from the ARVN 
base jU Song Be- The COSVN Engineer Command 
rod a headquarters al Do Due and kepi three of 
more battalion* working on roads between Lot 
Nmh and Bu <jv Map 10 ihc northeast. Antiaircraft 
hatialion*. transportation baltaJiortv training centers 
mid other rear service organization! contributed 10 ■ 
relatively dense NVA military population, nearly 
ssithin medium arlilleiy ranye if Phu.s. ttluli. ihc 
capital of Phuoc Long Province Additionally, four 
major NVA mr>ttration-^upply routes traversed 
PhliOC I nns; Province from north in south, pa.it 
RVNAF bases and crossed sections of Nat son a] 
Route 14 patrolled by South Vietnamese troops 
(See Map 111. slso Map 14.) 

The summer in Phuoc Long had been relatively 
uneventful. In Aub.uv| n-n enemy soldier turned hint' 
idf in (O the Phuoc Long Sector Headquarters and 
described a recent reconnaissance of RVNAF in- 
stallation* by two NVA patroli, While one paiml 
IijlL rriionri.-'ih ii-d Song lie, ihc til hirr had concen 
t rated on Due Phong DislriL-I SLnee no attacks 
followed, ihc province chief concluded that Ihe 
reconnaissance was probably related 10 infiltration 
and logistical movement!. In any event, the major 
NVA combat formations in the area were not suffi- 
cient lo create a serious threat to Phuoc Long, 
ill hough ihey could interfere with RVNAF move- 
ment on the major route* to Song He, Highway 14 
from Quang Due and the provincial road between 
Sung He ami Huron! like 7 1 h NV'A Division, how- 
ever, had for some time permanently blocked High- 
way 14 between IJuiiard and Don Lujii, causing 
traffic to the province capital io detour through 
Ouang Due Because the 7th NVA Dictnon jIv> cut 
Route 1A south of Don Luan, thai town relied 
exclusively on helicopter rcsupply. 

NV'A interdictions of Highway 14 cast of Phuoc 
ntnh-Son^ lie s*crc often enough io require the 



RVNAF to mount road-cleinng operations each 
tinii" :i major rice- and military canvuy was sched- 
uled to toll mlo Ptiuoc Long. The province re- 
quired about 500 ton* of rice per month, of which 
only half was produced locally and frequent con' 
voys were necessary The forces in Phune Long 
kept enough ammunition on luiud In Ixst for a week 
of intensive combat, and these stocks also had to be 
replenished frequently. Road convoys, were supple- 
mented by VNAF C-I30s using Ihe aintlnp at Song 
Ik- 

Anticipating a muppiy convoy in early Novem- 
ber 1974, the Phuoc Long Sector, commanded by 
Colonel Nguyen Tan Thanh, started lo clear Ihe 
road, To protect ill bases while RF battalions, were 
On the highway, the lit Corps, lacking infantry 
icveivev. sent ihref reconnaissance Linn panics to 
Phuoc Binh and Song Be, one from each or the 
Ihree 111 Corps divisions.. Forces ai Due Phong — 
the Jbld RF Bitlahon. four PF platoons, and a 105* 
mm howhrcr platoon— ud IWO companies from 
the 3G4th Kh ftaltalion from Song Ik- were commil- 
icd along Highway 14. In their one brief encounter 
with the enemy, near Ihc Quang Due boundary, 
these forces killed four enemy soldiers from the 
20 1st NVA Regiment of ihe newly formed 3d NVA 
division ("ITiis Division, formed in Phuoc Long, 
was scpnrale from and unrelated to the 3d NVA 
Division operating; m limb. Dinb.} Although the 
ARVN itperatioh was a success, the presence of an 
NVA regiment so close lo Due Phong was an 
ominous sign. 

In addition to tV I4t)th and .tib2d RF Battalions 
already iricnliOned. Colonel I'hullh also controlled 
Else 34 1st RF Battalion al Don Luan and the 363d 
RF Battalion al Bunard Thirty-four PP Platoons 
were scattered about the ham lets and military instal- 
lations ground Simp He, while 14 PF platisins de- 
fended eight hamlets tn the Due Phong Subsector. 
South of Song Be al New Bo Due, where Ihe 
refugees of Communist-occupied northern Phuoc 
Long settled, were nine PF platoons, in the ctghi 

hamlets and mililary posts around Don Luan, uac 

a hVe number. Artillery support was provided by 
four 155-mm. and 16 103-mm howilzers, employed 
in two-gun platoons throughout the sector The Rl 
bittaltons were fielding about s4li men eath—ibout 
HS prevent of full strengih— but ihe PF platoons 
were sermusli, midei'sHengLh 

MflMsssssi 

Phuoc Long Province during late November and 
early December was relatively tanquil, and Ihe at- 
tcnikHi of the ARVN 111 Corps contnatader was 
divided between Ml eastern «nd western flanltx. The 

■ulu.ilinri in Ihe m i lli-.-rri r e.ie!! i: ul his region Were 

of little immediate concern. Outposts around An 
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Loe in Binh Long Province received sporadic 
enemy attacks by (ire but wrc not in peril, although 
rcsuppjy was a constant pfoblciti due to NVA anti- 
aircraft fire. On 5 December an SA-"> missile she I 
down a CK-47 helicopter nine kilometers south of 
An Loc, killing all 15 passengers and crew mem- 
bers. 

The major enemy threats appeared in Tay Ninh 
Province in the west and in Lang Khanh ind Binh 
Tuy Province in the east A skirmish northeast of 
Xuan Loc at ihe end of November relied a docu- 
ment revealing enemy plans In attack Gia Ray and 
eliminate ARVN outposts airing Route 333 north 
into Binh Tuy Province. Supporting attack* in Binh 
Tuy were to be conducted by Ihe 812th NVA 
Regiment, 

While the threat on the eastern Hank, was incho- 
ate, heavy combat in Tay Ninh wu under way, 
NVA rocked failing on the province capital and OB 
adjacent military installations. Atthough jh WE 

CiTfnpn.il J' Riurdmg the radio rrlj>j ski I ion on I lie 

summit of Nui Ba Den began receiving attack* of 
Increasing intensity and frequency, Ihe main NVA 
effort was against hamlets and RF outposts along 
local Route 13 northeast of Tay Ninh City, The 
NVA attacked early <m 7 December, By HOD, 

forces fnnn tin- 2H.Mli Indent-rule ill NVA Kepi niL'ist 
were in i he hamlet*, altliough the RF post at Soui 
Da held on The 8th and Hh Battalions, 205th NVA 
Regimem", were on Uk.iI RouU- 13 southwest of 
Soui Da, and the NVA D-14 autd D-l« Tay Ninh 

Battalion! were blocking AH VN relief efforts. 
Meanwhile, ihe ?ih Battalion, 20iih NVA ReRi- 
ment. In trying to overrun Soui Da, lost over 100 of 
its soldiers The ARVN RF battalion defending 
Sow Da captured two NVA soldiers to confirm the 
identification of the JtiJth NVA Regiment in (he 
attack, and One of the RF patrols ambushed :md 
captured a L00-mm. Soviet held gun. The ARVN 
46th Infantry, pushing a column up Route 13 from 
Tay Nmh City, did not fare so well Ambushed on 

11 IVivmbcr about Imvi- kikinnli-n. sh.T| >:i Simii 
Da, it suffered heavy casualties 

While heavy combat was taking place around Nui 
Ba Den. the SO-man RF company at Ihe top fought 
ofT repeated assauh*- Helicopter resupply and evac- 
uation had tweome impossible, and although the 
company commander rcjxirtcd sufTicicm fond and 
ammunition, water was running very short and sev- 
eral severely wounded men required evacuation. 

Binh Tuy-Ijtttit Kh. 

The RVNAF JOS ind the ttl Corps commander 
had excellent warning of the impeding NVA aUacfcs 
in Long Khanh and Binh Tuy Provinces.. They 
knew thai Ihe 33d NVA Regiment planned to attack 
Kotl DttC District in Binh Tuy Province and that 
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the recently formed 512th NVA Regiment, com- 
posed of battalions from neighboring Lam Dong, 
would attack in Tanh Linh District. Furthermore, 
they rightfully eatimaled thai ihe 2? J lh NVA Regi- 
ment would be involved. A new NVA division 
headquarters had been created to control the oper- 
ation Lacking information on its designation, ihe 
RVNA1- called this new adversary the MR 7 Divi- 
sion, after the NVA military region in which it 
operated, Later, it was identified as Ihe 6th NVA 
Division, and it controlled the three infantry regi- 
ments, mentioned, plus the usual supporting arms 
and services found in the regular NVA divisions. 

There were in i regular ARVN units in Binh I'uy 
Province when the NVA offensive began Territori- 
al companies were deployed in the principal vtl- 
lages, and smaller tcrrimriaJ detachment* secured 
bridges and checkpoints along local Routes Hi and 

334, Hoai Due's and l .iiih t.inh"^ onlj usabk 1 land 
route* Out of ihe province The province's small 
pnpuLaiion was concentrated in the villages along 
these (wo roads, which generally followed Ihe me- 
andering course of ihe Song La Nga. Beginning in 
the S.WB-fpot mountains overlooking Ihe Hal, deep 
forests of Binh Tuy on the norlheASI quadrant, the 
Song La Nga flowed through the rice bowl of the 
province- The two district lowns. Tanh Linh on the 
easl anct Him Due on the «cst. each hod an airfield 
lite only cither suable siHae^e hi the Province was 
Vrt Xu, utxiul midway between ihe I wo 

The 812th NVA Regiment attacked at Tanh Linh 
an S December. Supported by the UCnh Artillery 
Battalion, one sapper and three infantry battalions 
attacked the subseclor, Ihe artillery position on Ihe 
hill above the town, and the villages between Tanh 
Linh and Vo Xu By Ihe next day, the NVA Rcgi- 
men i had captured two I5>'mm howitacrs at Tanh 
t.inh, occupied ihe surrounding villages, and held 
the road between V«,t Xu and Tanh Linh, 

'Hie ARVN HI Corps ordered I he I Sth Infantry 
Division, with the 7th Ranger Group attached, from 
Xuan Loc to reinforce the territorials in Binh Tuy 
Province When the 32d Ranger Saltation felt into a 
well 'laid ambush along Howie 333 and sustained 
heavy casualties, it became clear tltal the 33d NVA 
Kt^n-i'.ril v-.o nol iJ.Oinn tt> pci mil ihe reinForce 

ment of Binh Tuy to proceed without a fight. Later 
the Kt and 2d Battalions or the 48th ARVN Infan- 
try. IKih Division, joined the muck along Rouic 
333 and were soon in heavy combat north of Gia 
Ray. In the day's that followed, the H5lh Ran^ci 
Battalion made it a four-battalion task force pushing 
sip Rciule Hi. but ihe lead elements — the Rangers — 
never made n p;mi Mia Huynh, Hill 16 kilometers 
south of Hnai Due. Ihe NVA 33d Rcgimenl was 
dug in along the road, well supported by mortars 
and artillery. 
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On 17 December Duy Can Village, between Vo 

Xu Utd Tmnh L-inh, was overrun h\ (In- M2lh N\' A 
Regiment, and the few suisivius iif ihc TGOih RF 
Company struggled into Tan I) Linh Although OUt- 
[Kiits Mill in ARVN hands, as well as Hoai Due and 
Tinh Linh, were receiving heavy indirect fire, Gov* 
eral Dong, commanding J11 Corp* ordered the J£lh 
JlivKwn not |Ty Co prvsv liimaid pasl (jia Huynh 
on Rout? 333. With his Military Region under 
attack from T>y Ninh to Phuoc Long, he wu 
unwilling 10 risk having four of his battalions cul off 
and decimated Meanwhile, the NVA hK-w a hndgc 
WUlh of Hoai [Jut, occupied Vo Xta. and increased 
the intensity cifil% attack, < in Tanh Lrnh. Following a 
3,0Qf>ftiund foumhard men i on 23 and 24 December, 
ilk: N'VA launched five successive assaults, linalty 
overrunning the last defenses in Tanh Linh on 
Christ mas. Hum Due. meanwhile, under attack 
hyihc 2?4lh Infantry, nth NVA Division 

After the 274th NVA Regiment had penetrated 
■he local defenses of Hoai Due and had gained ■ 
foothold in the northeastern and southwestern edgj* 
of I he [own, the ARVN 1 5th DivWon moved the 
Kl and 2d ftaltnlnHis. 43d tnfjnfcy by helicopter 
wen .md north of die limn respeeiivel y, and began 
pushing the enemy out. While two battalions of the 
4SEh ARVN Infantry held their positions on Route 
333 north of Gia Ray, the tired and depleted 7th 
Hanger (iro-wp was withdrawn to Hmh Duong 
Province Hi rest arid refit Since all aVullahlr Killjl. 
MMls Of I he I Sell Division had hoch commuted, tile 

JGS moved the 4th Ranger Group from Kontum to 
Long Rinh where M was tested anil rc-equippcd and 
made available to General Dong as a reserve. 

Tiy Ninh 

NVA assaults on Nut Ba Den in Tay Nmh Prov- 
ince continued throughout December I974 4 hut the 
lough Id tie ARVN RF Company held on. Mean- 
while, by mid 'month, an ARVN relief column even- 
tually reached Souj Da and found I hat the besieging 
enemy force had withdrawn. VNaF efforts to tc- 
supply the troops on the mountain were largely 
unsuccessful Hehcopten were driven off by heavy 
fires, and fighler-bomheis were forced to excessive 
.dhludes by SA,7 and antiaircraft aaiillcry One K- 
5A fighter •bomber was shut down by an SA-7 on 14 
December. Finally, without Pood and wulcr and 
wilh nearly all ammunition expended, the 3d Com- 
pany, 3 14th RL Battalion, on r January picked up 
tls wounded .ind withdrew down I he mmintain to 
friendly linc^ 

The Last Day* of Phuoe Imn 

The 341st NVA Corps conducted the campaign 
for Phuoc Long Province, using the newly formed 



3d NVA Division, the 7th NVA Dinswn, which 
had been operating in eastern Rinh Duong Pros* 
ince, a tank battalion from COSVN h an artillery and 
an antiaircraft regiment., and several local-force 
sapper and infantry units This was 4 formidable 
force to content nae against few widely dispersed 

ARVN kl- battalions and PL pbilOOhs. One by CUtc 
Elbe isolated garrisons came under attack and were 
overrun 

The first blow felt or Don Luan on 13 December 
1*74, SimidlMCOUS. assaulls im Due Pkmg and New 
Hi i Due SubscsMOti on t-t December succeeded in 
overrunning these posis while the defense at Don 
Luan herd. The next to go was the post at Bunard, 
along with iwo platoon* of 105-mm, howitzers 
tinemy casualties were heavy at New Bo Doc. but 
these were local NVA units, not main foree. Siii'. 
tile NVA jihlkry damaged bolh iff New Bo Dul'v 
lOSrnin howitzers before Phuoc Long Sector's 
counterattack retook New Bo Due on 16 Decern- 
her AUhough Phuoc Ttirth Subtcclor, near the 
province headquarters, was also under artillery 
attack, its powlions I'm the moment appeared lining 
Three ARVN reco<iinai*saiiL-c compansc*. w Inch had 
been deployed ihere to support the rood -clearing 
operation in November, augmented the defenses of 
the .140th RP Battalion, and the VNAF flew hi 
104-mm howilrers. ammunition, and oilier supplies 
into Song He airfield, carrying out nuniaimhaiaiits 
and wounded Bui die NVA did no I |>cfinif ihis Hi 
continue. ArtiLlery fire on 21-22 December heavily 
damaged a C-130 upon landing and destroyed an- 
other. The 3d NVA Division, meanwhile, launclied 
another strong attack and took New Bo Due for the 
last time 

While the battle raged aroomJ Sonji tic and New 
Bo Due, the ARVN .UlsL RL Battalion conimued 
io t>eai back successive assaults on lis positions at 
Don Luan. The battalion lost the airstrip on 1? 
December but counterattacked and took it back 
again In the north, however, the «n1y pcisjinms villi 
in AKVN bands were the Stung Be airstrip, Phunc 
Rinh, and the crest of Nui Ba Ra overlooking die 
en ii re region. 

t he crivs at Hiuot Long, the strong enemy pres- 
sure in lay Nmh. and the alULks in Itiuti I iu 
presented General Dong wilh no favorable choices 
He had Lo stop enemy advances toward Tay Nmh 
and hold Binh Tuy Province. On the oiher hand, he 
well knew the political and psychological damage 
that would follow the loss of Phuoc Long. Having 
to reinforce the north somehow, he ordered the Sih 
ARVN Division (pteM) 'he 2d Battalion, 7ih hflfin< 
try. by helicopter from Lai Khe to Song Be 

On 23 December, u the 2d Battalion reached 
SDOg Be. General Dong told Li Gen. Dong Van 
Quang. President Ttueu's National Security Advis- 
er., that III Corps needed at least part of the Ait- 
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borne Division Irnm Miliary Region I 10 uvr 
Phuoc Ixwig hiltiinicd of the request, President 
Thicu rejected ai. stating that (he Airborne Division 
wji not available and that it could not he moved in 
(tone anyway. General Dong would ftteive priority 
on air and logistical suppim. hui he would have <o 
make do wilh hki own troop units. 

More grim news reached the JGS and III Corps 
Headquarters on 26 December- Ftilhtwing a 1,000- 
round artillery preparaiutfi, ihe NV'A 7ih Division, 
assisted by diversionary attacks against ARVN poai- 
Hons in and around Phu Giao. finally overran Dflfl 

I L.I ! 

Meanwhile. reduces piiurcd mm Soiig Be. and 
the KVNAF tried to resupply the isolated garrison 
Ten ai tempi* were made in early January 1975 to 
drop supplies but none of the bundle vuuld be 
recovered by the defenders. At leant In enemy tanks 
had been destroyed in prior aiuuks, bui on 6 Janu- 
ary 10 more were urn approaching I he cily. Thai 
day General Dong sent two companies of h\\ be*l 
troops into the bailie the Hist Airborne Rangers, 
whose highly trained volunteers were usually em. 
ployed in conuwodo operation*. Also on 6 January. 
VNAF RF-5 photography disclosed seven J7-mm 
.-in i lairerafi positions around ihe cily. It was only 
[tic first week or January and the RF-? Flying-hour 
allocation for the month had been nearly used up 

Very few infanlTy joined mi the assault* on Song 
Be- Instead, squads of sappers followed the tanks as 
ihc> rolled rhrou^h ih« sirens firing j? ARVN 
positions, the nappcf* followed, nwppihg Up by- 
pa.vv.-d positions jiid establishing strong points. Most 
of Ihe NVA tanks damaged or destroyed were hit 
hy M-T2 LAW and 90-mm recoiUess. rifles, Often 
(he range* were so ^hon ihat ihp Uft' mi win 
failed io mm themselves and harmlessly bowtcedofT 
the tank hulls. Making tank kills. even more difficult, 
the NVA M-2G Armor Group had welded ratri 
armor plating on the sides of the hulls, and ihe 
tfcwi kepi hummed up *n thai grendade* could not 
be dropped through the hatches 

NVA artillery was devastating, particularly afler 
3 January when the rale of fire increased from about 
XX) rounds per day to nearly 3.0110 Si nurtures, 
bunkers, and trenches collapsed, and casualties 
mounted, ARVN artillery was out of action, its 
gurn destroyed by fire from tanks, recoilless rifles, 
and Uo-mm. guns Hmally, on A January, the prov- 



ince chief realized that lie could no longer influence 
the bailie With no artillery and shattered communi- 
cations, under direct fire from fonr approaching T- 
H tanks, and seriously wounded, he and what re- 
mained of his siaff. withdrew from Song Be. The 
NVA had captured the first province capital since 
1he cease-fire, 

There wctc some mrlitary *iuj cisiliun suisivurs 

from Song Be Pitiful Imlc band* of MiwtLignards 
ifeked through ihe jungles to Ouang Due. and 
VNAF helicopters rescued jhout 2(J0 men of ihe 
Hangers. 7tli Jnf.in1r>, and srclm territorials in ihe 
day* immediately following [he collapse. The prov- 
ince uhief never made it to safety. His wounds 
stowed hint down and he was not seen again A few 
members of Ihe command group eventually reached 
ihe ARVN outpost of ftu Binh on Highway 14 in 
(Juang Hue. RVXAF losses were staggering. Over 
3.400 officers and men of Ihe 7th Infantry, Airborne 
Rangers, and territorials were committed; less Irian 
850 survived Especially cosily were the high losses 
in ihe Airborne Ranger Battalion— BJ trooper* sur- 
vival and in the Id BjiuJumi, ?ih Infantry, fewer 
ihan loo rciumcd from Phuoc Long About J .000 
civilians, Montagnardi and Vietnamese, out of 
30v000 or more, escaped Communist control, The 
few province, village, and hamlet officials who 
were caplured were summarily executed- 

Although il was ihe lirue of ihe dry, northeast 
inonsiKici. uusejuonahly heavy ior rents drenched 
Saigon, As this writer" s Vietnamese driver dolefully 
remarked, even the £1*1% were weeping for Phuoi. 

t . I I I I L-' 

Note on Soareei 

General Dung hi quoted from ties ankle u Iran** 
taled by the Foreign Broadcast Information Sen ice 

The principal sources of operational and intelli- 
gence information came from ihe DAO liaison offi- 
cer in Bien Hoa who had daily contact uuh III 
Corps headquarters, primanly wilh Colonel Le Dal 
Cong Ihe G-2, These reports were mo\i complete, 
reliahlr, and perceptive. 

The author made frequent visits to Bien Hoa, and 
his notes were also used in this chapter. DAO and 
J2/JGS weekly and daily reports were important 
reference*, ax were many reports issued hy the U-S- 
Fmhiuy 
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On the Second 
Anniversary of the 
Cease-Fire 

Reaction lo (be NVA'a Winter Campaign 

The conquest of Phuoc Long Province wis clear - 
ly Ihr most blatant breath t»f (he cease-fire agree 
men! thus fir, Anticipating Ms fa.ll. iht U.S. Depart- 
men! of Slate an J January W5 asserted thai like 
offensive "belies Hanoi's claims thai il is the United 
Stare* and South Vietnam who are violating ihe 
147 J Paris [nice agreements and standing in Ihe way 
of peace" The l h rtC promptly rejected the accusa- 

t • and North Vietnam's Communist Party news- 

pjper cJainkcd ihat ihe offensive wis "■ legitimate 
righl of nrxisie'" in defense of the Pans j|ZTecments, 
On 13 January, the Stale Dcparlrnenl rclcasr-il tin' 
teat of an officio] protest, dated 1 1 January, deliv- 
ered lo the non-Vietnamese participant* m t3ic LnU'i* 
national Conference on Vietnam and to member* of 
the International Commission of Control and Super- 
vision: 

The Department of Sluc or rlic Hmtnl Slates oT America 
hat the honor bo refer id che Agreensmi <m Kniting ihr War ir,.\ 
HfMwini Peace an Viet- Nam signed ai 1'jii, Jjniur-w 27, t'r*. 
and h> the Act of Ike International Conference M) Vm-Nam 
waned at I*an* Mirer* I. I«?s 

U l.i-n ihr Agrrrtnrni w«* concluded nearly two >ean ago, 
our hope w*l ihai n »ouh! panndc ■ framework under winch 
ihr V*numunr porflr uiruli! nuke their own polMicil chctces 
jrJ retoli-e ihei* own pr***™ in *q atmosphere of peace. 
Unfonujuteljf ihH hope, which hi eSraily iWri by the Repub- 
be of Viet-Nam and Ihe South Varinamcae permit, hat been 
frustrated by the penrileni refusal ot itw LJeflmefaut Hrpdhlu nr 
Viei-Naaa to abide by the agmiaHatfa not faaMlaaacaial prwt- 
v.un Specifically, in flagrant violation of Ihe Ag reeaneni. ihe 

V, •.•!!• \ i.-liun:.:-..- jii.I •IV.-ini.-nil H..--, , ,li, -I. -. 1 1 <.,Mct1ll';i ■ 
ju!h» hiLh-i hjvr 

— btailt up ihe Nonh Varinametc mam-farce army m ihr S<nith 
■JaMagh the illegal in fill mica of over 1*0,000 troops, 

— tripled the Mlmctli uf their armor hi the South by tending in 
nver 4O0 new vetuclrm, a.* wrU it t mily iwrriKd their arlJIcry 
and anliurcran weapon^ 

impriT, ril ilirir rr liD", l,vin>.> lynem running ihroufh 
Laos, CaaitodM ud Ihe Demililanired Zone at well at within 
South Viet-Nam, and rinamkO 'ben anwmrnl tlockpiae*. 



— ■nriwil I" ikpfcij I he Iram* ~* htJi n«>der the Agreement 

Hi iwrrwr Ihr ^ rar firr. 

refused la pay their prescribed ilure of the eipeenet of ihr 
tntenuriKHial CoenmtssKin of Cant ml and Supervision, 

— failed in hwor their cnrnmilmnit If cooperate in remlvinu. 
ihr Malm iif Amerwan sod lalhcr prrw*"»rl munnj in action 
nra hrrAmr. i »fT" • 1 1 Jiwui-lxiii* <\n Ihe mallet by lefming lot the 
fknl «vri J mnlhi In mrrl viilli U S- *m& RtpuW^ of Vjd-Nim 
frtW-mrnlalivm bi Ihr E : i njr- Pill j Jninl MiliUiy TeWW. 

-broken off til nrgiHUOiint *Hh ihe Iteprfilk; <ir Vtri-Nam 
tneludinf the potrtical nepMiatMU in Tam end die tibu 
Joml Milrlir> Coaamnaioa tattan Saigon j«u,erac ihe Jtr|«iV- 
Ik of Vm-Nrm't repcued cxth for uiW'.iriibik'n*! munapi»'n nf 
the niyaailiiin with dksuaik for the over throw of ihe govern- 
ment a* a pre-condition for up renewed tilts, and 

— gr*dujl)j a*,-rr»wJ ihr« toIilii) pirT.iv re. u^cr'i*nni«a 
teveeel ■mi, nu livlin, 1 1 i!itiiit-i lim n*, whot h were t learly r«d 
unequtvocelly hetd by ihr krfiubfav irf Vm-N.ni ji ihr umr i-rf 
Ihe cease>rtre. The lueai end ouni trricn cwialaiHm uT the- 
rohlna began in eirly De\canher wiLh Mttennvet in the wwifarjn 
hair of South Viet-Ninv which have brought the level of cauuJ- 
■ir* and drMracikm hack »p 1o what n war hefbn ibr Agrce- 
rtnrci TNrv ^t*.-U- whvb included foe the firU tiane mocc Ihe 

a*UiU' N'uMh V H-lrurnirr , iTmhi-. T |he nvrr-runn«n| of » 

prosince capiul t&)*g tbr m Klm.v. la-my J h rnvuKxl — appear ui 
reflrvl ■ deciuoai by ilanoi ut wt iwilc- m^im ui impv j 
military sclMiofi La Viet->Niaa. Coaakag Jaat before ihe leeoar] 
■nmverur) of the Agninal r ihei drwnatKildy behr-i ltjnoi'< 
cbrnii Ihei It n 1be Unted States lad Ihe RepOblk: of Vktl'Mm 
who arc violating Ihe Agreement and standang ■ ihe way of 

[H-JJ.T 

The tinned Suiet uephirn ihr tknmKeaix: tUfruMc ur Vici- 
Skien'i turning from Ihe path of neecturjon id ibai of war, nor 
only became it a a grave vtolaticai cf a lolemn interniihxial 
agieemenit, bal ahei beeaute of Ihe etuel priL'f it h iirip^n ■ , |_- , ,u 
the prnrJe of Sovlh Vnt-Nam The Democratic Republic of 
Wl-Nam mmi accrre ibr fall fiKwniwnco of hi actioan. We 

arr drrfil> «h*;rfricj ahOul Ihr lhrr*l piiwrd 10- inlrmatkaial 
peace lad leiZanry, ID ihr |H-lil;.x'. v<ahih1i n1 SiiulJlraM Alia, In 
the- progrea which haa been nude in renuviag Viei-Sun n a 
asajor nsue of great-power ninti iiliiiii. and in the hope* of 
mankind for the building of ttrudjarei of peace ami Ihe aleeaujlh- 
enuag of mrehjimni lo averl war Wc therefore ralcnte twr 
urimj Miprcirt fiif |he RepuhlK or Vwt-N»m'i- call ti« Ihe Ha«M- 

"frtlVrWrtnat KrtVlltrlaWiaiy fiiinnnvnl" ltd* W rWrprn Ihr 
talki m Karu and Saigon, which are nundainl l-\ ihr A^n-mmi 
^'c ur^-.- Ihal I he [*J|| if«<t'| IJf'ili ilu- iKm-.-. I HIl 

Republic or Viet -Nam lo haJt ill malitary cdTenuve and fc*n the 
Rrpqblic of VaK-Naaa la mstablrvbing Habilrly and seeking a 
rcililkal vi|u(n^ 

V^'hllc lhi.- staffers 111 ihe State Department WOT 
pulting together this carefully worded note, die 
North Vietnamese were claiming thai Ihe U.S was 
flymp TtvniiuaissiinKje; over Soulh Vietnam lo assist 

ihe "Saiyon jdiciuLiNiratitm tr> inlcnsd>' lis hrunhiiie. 
and liindgrabhmfci uficralHHis a^amsl tlif l J K<i-Lini- 

1 rolled areas," Defense Department spokesmen de- 
fended the appropriateness of U.S aerial reconnais- 
sance in liwjochtna in view of Ihe extreme provoca- 
tion hy the h*orth Vietnamese. The photojrpphy 
was of sonic intelligence value to the South Viet' 
rumese but it was rarely, if ever, useful for target- 
ing, U.S. reconnaissance over Laos was slopped on 
4 June I9?4, and a good pari of the timely, detailed 
evidence of the flow of men and equipment inio the 
South from North Vietnam term truncal at that line. 
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Significantly, the President made ik> mention of 
Vietnam in his State or the Union mcs*agc drliVcfed 
to Congress on 35 January, tn a press, conference on 
2 1 January, he said that lie could foresee no circum- 
stance* in which the U,S. might naively re-enter the 
Vielium War, 

North Vietnamese leaders, carcfally analysed the 
U.S. reaction to Thurtc l-onjj. General Van Tien 
Dung reporting it ihh, way: 

ll w ocahiw, llul Ihc Uniinl »»s in ihn ^hiIkhi Hitiiip 

*iihdia»n henri Vietnam. 1hc United Siaim ir-imld hndl> rriurti 

All lhc Ltwfcrpn. |i1 lh-r F,.lilhuu" Cinlrrt-inr- I* I'lni-rilhrf m * 
l*nujiry| .ikjIj j<il iKr rln-niS's itrintu SthlLh HI (tielf henldnl 
« not nffHMiuaiis fni m li'i I'llII v rifilciil ilu* pnl opportunHj- 
•m-r rwl uPKjik.! v.jlc Ihllthlhllllfl bulk* bp JeMms imi 

itiunLrfrair ilu- L-rR'n^ on a Urpt teak |FVI5 DmtJy Nrywr tw 
m*I rW/fe Vnt IV. Ni* 1 10. ^ p 1 | 

The dramaiie and conclusive victory m Miuuc 
I, opr. and i he passivity with which the Urtiicd 
States rc.Kii'c* i" ii. cm firmed ihe earlier N.crli 
Vietnamese estimate* ihar the lime for I he decisive 
bLow had arrived The concerns, for the spring of- 
fensive were discuvsed and sharpened during this 
midwinter ennference in Kami. 

Military Kegiun 1 

Following the long struggle over commanding 
it r rii it south of Phu IJai, ■ lull m comhai came in 
northern Military Region ] . The monsoon rains, and 
flooding compel led htiih sides to hmh movement, 
and the VNAF flew no comhai sorik-s hctw«n 17 
December and W January. General Truong, com- 
manding I Corps, took advantage of (he temporary 
calm lo pull the 2d Airborne l*ngadc "ut «f (hp line 
west Hue. placing it in reserve irt Phu LmVl- 
District. Although the 147th Marine Ungade as- 
sumed responsibility for the sector vacated by the 
2d. the defenses ucst of Hue were dangerously thin. 
The Marine Division itselF pulled two battalion* out 
of forward positions northwest of Hue to constitute 
a heavier reserve ;nid. futlher thinning ihe force, 
sent one company from each battanoa lo Saigon 
These companies formed a new marine brigade for 

lite JtiS reserve, l.jlef ill I he month, marine pOS- 

ii lmu in Quang Tri were taken over by RF battal- 
ions, and three manne baiiaJii™ were shifted south 
to Ttiuj I him Provinoe- 
8y thinning out Ihe line in northern Thus Thien. 

CJencral Truim^ nol only hmlt up liie.il receives and 

contf ihuicd to tlte JGS reserve, hut he aha concen- 
trated more combal power rn Ihe hills south of Phu 
Bat. The long campaign i here continued through 
the month, and by 2"i January. ARVN 1st Division 
troops were on all important terrain feature*: KUli 
273, 350. JOJ. and Nut Eking. The battered forces of 
(he 524th NVA Division withdrew lo iheir haw 
areas soulhwest of Phw Loc to reorpanue and await 
orders for the nc.st campaign. Meanwhile, security 



around 1'liu H-ai was suuh ihat Air Vieiuun, ihe civil 
airline, resumed regular flights. 

After Tel (he uneasy quiet ihat had settled over 
lite battlefield', north of ihe Hal Vail Pxss showed 
signs of being shattered The 32-tih NVA Division 
ecmccutraied Kiuth of Hue, giving up its p<.isilions in 
Ihe Song Do corridor, but even more threatening. 
Ihc 125th NVA Division was relieved on the My 
Chanh Line by hieal units and was apparently 
mtiving into Thua Thien Province, As if (his were 
not enough lo concern South Vietnamese com- 
manders. Ihe Mlsl NVA Ui-visnm, having been 
converted from a icffiiorial and training unit to a 
line infantry division, crossed the DMZ from Quang 
Budi Province. North Vietnam. 

Southern Mil n. in Kegion I WM more active. 
After a elcaruig itperaiioii in the Uatangan Peninsula 
of Quang Ngni Province, four RF battalions and a 
Iwiuhon of the 5th Infantry, 2d ARVN Division, 
lost their effeetivcncw. and. the remainder of the 2d 
ARVN DivHuim bad to he moved into the Prov- 
ince 

Near the border of Nghia llanli and M*i |Juc 
Divlncls. a J!d ARVN liivisMin cleanne upefaluin 
met with greater sueccss. In six weeks of combal 
against the 52d NVA Urigade, the division seized 
the high ground, and inflicted serious casualties 

In late January, the 3d ARVN Division eonduet 
rtl a sueeessdd sis-day iofay lillti COIItcslcd ground 
in Duy Xuyeii and Que Son Districts of Qunng 
Nam, again causing high casuallies In the week 
after Tet, enemy attacks increased markedly m Due 

II IK- .tnd l>:,i i !-k- [JislriLjts o( Qujni; Nam, and ihe 

A KVN lespcsnded with heavy artillery eoneeiilra- 
iinuv and an %tnkes. All indicators in forward areas 
pointed to a major offensive as the StWth and 2d 
NVA DivisKins, uprKisinj; ihe M j\R\'N Division 
ami ihe >d Aiihurnc Ifngade. conducted fceViflllals- 

taootaisJ moved ammunition and artillery forward 

Military Region 2 

Ground activitj was Light in Ihe Central High- 
lands of MtlHaTy Regnm 2 hut heavy m coastal Binh 
Dinh province where the 22d ARVN Division was 
seriously hurting the id NVA Division at (he en- 
trance of (he An Lao Valley, These altack* were 
designed to prsvmpi offensive operations by ihc W 
NVA Division in mvrthern Hmh Dinll. 

In early January, the 40th and 42d Infantry Regi- 
ments, 22d ARVN Division, held all key hdls at the 
entrance 10 the An l ao Valley and successfully 
repelled repealed attempts by the 1 41 si Regiment. 
3d NVA Division, to dislodge them. The 141*1 
suffered heavy casualties and soor. h.ul t..-. pull back 
Attacks against A KVN" positions diminished in in- 
tensity during February and were limited (o artil- 
lery. But high casualties alone had nol caused the 
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lull;, nlhcf. ■ new mission had hccii assigned lit flu- 
id NVA Division. The firit indications of this 
reached General Nicm, commanding the 22d 
ARVN Division, in oris January when a prisoner 
uf war from iht' IKlh Signal Kallalion. W NVA 
Division, disclosed Lhc presence of a 3d Division 
reconnaissance party along Route 19 in the vicinity 
nf An Khe and Hmh Kh<.- 

The Vinh Thanh Valley sometimes called the 
Sung Con Valley for the river which flowed south 
through il — ended m Dinh Khe where lhc river 
turned eastward toward the sea and formed the 
broad fertile delta ahove Qui Nhon. The valley, 
which began in lhc ru^eJ. foicsled highlands nuMh 
of Etinli Kile, was I he natural avenue of approach 
Tor the 3d NVA Division lo altack ARVN positions 
along Route \*>, RVNAF revonnniswHice hid dis- 
covered in laic February and early March (hat the 
NVA had i inputted ami extended j road. Up to 
eight meters wide with underwater bridges, from 
southern Konlum Pioviiilc ih rough lhc Kim Son 
region of Binh Dinh where il joined inrcrprovincial 
Kdute i A flronchev fed 1 he base areas in the north' 
cm Vinh Thanh Valley, and heavy track traffic was 
Hi wing into this, critical area. Furthermore, a new 
NVA artillery regiment, the 6#th, was discovered 
moving guns and ammunition south toward Binh 
Khe through the valley, ft was also about this lime 
thai fresh evidence appeared thai the M NVA had 
vilified m.ijnr elements into ihr Vinh 1 hnnh region 

Fully recognizing the threat io Rouic 1 4, General 
N'iem confered with the Binh Dinh province chief 
On measure to secure' the ronti," :ind protect I'leiku. 
hound convoys tirneral Niern had bad hi* J7|h 
Infantry Regiment pruning norih into the Vmh 
Thanh Valley since early February, and contacts 
were becoming frequent and sharp Meanwhile, the 
enemy increased pressure against Phn My and I'htt 
Cat Districts along Highway I with terrorist attacks 
in the hamlets and by rocketing Phu Cat air hose on 
18 February for the first time since mid- 1974. The 
focus of NVA activity had clearly shifted from 
northern Hmh Dinh to the pawe* on Route 19. 

General Phu, Command trig II Carps, was pariicu- 
larly concerned about the threat to his principal line 
of communication. On 2 March, he directed Gener- 
al Nicm n» pull the 4Zd Regiment from positions 
along Highway I and to commute a mobile reserve 
to be ready to reinforce the 47th Regiment m ihc 
An Khe Pasv The security of Highway I was 
turned over to fhnh Hinh (crrilonak 

Despite the clear indications that the e;i-."n\ w:is 
shifting his center of gravity southward, General 
Nicm kepi fijlls half of his division tn the north, 
appetite the An Lao Valley. On J March, the 2 2d 

ARVN" Divisiiui command pmE was afar Qui \lmii. 
the 40th Infantry Regimens was in the Phu Cu Pass 
On Highway I, just south of Bong Son, and holding 



the high ground above and eaU of Hoai Anj the 41st 
Infantry wai in 1+ung Son, covering the entrance to 
the An Lao Valley, with one battalion north at 
Landing /one [English on Highway I; the 42d In- 
fantry was in reserve in Phu My District, along 
Highway 1, while the 47th Infantry was on Route 
\9 with two battalions in the An Khe Pass and its 2d 
Haltahan pushing mulh in the Vinh I h^iih Valley 
At this time the 22d Division (i-J's estimate oflne 
id NVA Division dispositions— which later proved 
to be accurate in all its essential elements— held thai 
two battalions of lhc 2d Regiment and one battalion 
of lhc Hist Regiment were in the hilh- just north of 
Route 19 at 1 he entrance of the Vinh Thanh Valley; 
the I2ih Regiment w-a* cm the high ground south i*f 
Route 19 in the An Khe Pass, about midway be- 
Iween An Khe and Dinh Khe, one battalion of the 
2d Regiment was in the base area north of Vmh 
l liaiih. while the other 1wii Nmjliuoi of the Witt 
Rcgiiticni were securing the An Ijio Dose area in 
northern Binh Dinh. These were the dispositions in 
Binh Dinh on the eve of the final offensive. 

While ground action in January in Kontum and 
Pleiku was limited in pnihev, p.nmils, and si tacks by 
fire, the VNAF was busy daily striking the surge of 
truck convoys rolling south along new NVA logisti- 
cal corridor*. In one attack in early January, north 
of Kontum City. 17 loaded trucks were destroyed, 
an experience frequently repeated throughout lhc 
memth and mto Frbruary. Meanwhile. ARVN 
Ranger I earns conducted several raids against the 
NVA pipeline. Despite the teams' tactical success, 
the cult in the line were only temporary inconve- 
niences- On 1 he other hand, an NVA sapper raid on 
1 January tn Pleiku destroyed 1.500.0*1 gallons of 
assorted fuel, a heavy loss tu lhc RVNAF's already 
severely strained logistics. 

By 10 January, spoiling attacks by the 23d ARVN 
RangL-r Crimp had reached ptmtion* 10 kilometers 
north of Konium City along Koute 14. I he objec- 
tive. Vo Dinh. however, was beyond reach, as 
NVA resistance stiffened Meanwhile, m Pleiku 
Province, along Rouic 14 east of Le Trung. an 
NVA attack overran outpewis of the 22W RF Bat- 
talion Hie ARVN 45rh ftegiment of the 23d Divi- 
sion counterattacked uihd within a few days recap- 
lured the original positions 

Rccngniring a diminished threat in (Jnim.fi Dijl 
Province, the 27 1st NVA Regiment having left to 
participate in the Phuoc Long campaign, General 
Phu ordered the 53d Infantry Regiment to terminate 
operation* I here and return to the 23d Division's 
base at Han Me 1 huot in Darl.ic Pros mte But mitre 
significant deployments were under way in die 
NVA's B-3 Front. The 964th Infantry Division, 
which had sent its vth Infantry Rcgimenl to Pleiku 
the previous January, moved from southern Law 

with its I9tll and 39[h Regiments into Konlum and 
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Pleiku Although thi- L .Hnhal c-rTectiVcncvi of ihr 
SlWilh wis iMnsHJi-rtd low because i[ had bcvn rela- 
tively idle in ihc Laos panhandle for the pul two 
years, ii replaced 1hc cxptcricnccd 32<>lh NV.\ n^i 
sion in Ihc defense of ihc Due Co logistical center, 
thus permuting ihe B-3 Front to employ the 320th 
in offensive operations. 

In mid- January the 320<h NVA Division wd 
(wl iced moving south toward DhIk, and a buildup 
near Ban Mc Thuot wti delected. On 3ti January, 
air slrikca damaged three NVA tank* in a hue Art* 
miiih of Han Me Thuot, and ihc Sid ARVN Inqu- 
iry launched mi operation inlo ihc area, meeting 
light resistance. General Phu sen I the 2d Battalion, 
45ih Infantry, south from Pleiku id reinforce the 
security along Route 14 near where the Pkiku. 
IJiUlae. and Phu Huh Pr^smcr nti lindanes met. Oil 

4 February^ new the mountain village or Buon 
Brteng. the battalion picked up an NVA rallicr From 
the 48ih Regiment, 320th NVA Division, who con- 
firmed thai the ; ; 'in n.n moving to Darlac. He 
uid thai ihc J 20th Icfl Due Co about 12 January 
and thai rccwinaivsancc parlies from holh I he 10th 
and 'villi Divisions had been in Quarlg Due and 
Darlae Provinces, respectively, in recent days. 

In Darlac Province in early February, Ihc ARVN 
had a forward command pott of the 23d Division in 
Han Mc ThtKK, two battalion* of ihc JJd Infantry, 
one batiuhon L>f the 43ih Infantry, and *U Of ihc 
seveti Regional Force battalion* belonging iu ihc 
p rmmcf. While the seventh RF battalion was de- 
ployed in Konium Province, the %ix in I>a*lac were 
■AiikU separated and in isolated areas. Two were 
around Ban Don, northwest of Ban Me Thuot; one 
was patrolling local Route 1 between Ban Me 
Thuot and Ban Don; one was in an outpost north of 
Han Me ITiuot on Route 4if>, another w» securing 

j revc!1 Icincnl Village oii'Nalional Route 21 eln*C I" 

the Khanh Ho* boundary; while the sixth was south 
in lac Thien Dts1rkl. 

General Phu responded to Ihc growing threat to 
Darlae Province by committing ihe entire 45lh In- 
fantry to the Datlac-Phu Bon border area, attempt- 
tng to find and destroy the elements of the 320th 
NVA Division While these operations were going 
oa north of Ban Me Thuot.. Ihc enemy in the last 
two week* of February ambuvhed three AKV'N 
convoys oa Route 21 cut of the eapitaJ On ihe hut 
day of Ihe month, an ARVN unii ambushed an 
enemy reconnaissance palrol only 12 kilometers 
north of Ban Me Thuot, and the G-2 of tt Corps, aa 
welt at the 32 of the JGS. insisted thai a major 
attack on Ban Me Thuot was imminent. 

Heavy fighting, meanwhile, had flared in Konium 
«od Pleiku Province For Ihc fire* time since the 
1972 offensive, Konium City OK 29 February, and 
again on 4 March, received an enemy artillery 
attack, tn western Pleiku. ihe 44<n ARVN Regi- 



men and the 2$th Ranger GfoUp came under strong 
attack in Thanh An District. Sensing thai the main 
enemy attack would be in Kontum and Pleiku, and 
believing that the fighting at Ban Me Thuot was a 
deception. General Phu recalled ihc 4j|h Regiment 
I mm Oar lac to Pleiku- He nlm directed the 23d 
Division tn pull Us forward command post i nil of 
Baa Mc Thuot and return it to Pleiku. Further, on 4 
March he ordered General Niem to alert his 42d 
Infantry Regiment for movement lo Pleiku. 

These Orders issued and deployments completed. 
General Phu settled hack lo aw ail ihe enemy on- 
slaught in Kontum and Pleiku. Hia principal In fan try 
formations in Ihe highlands were, on 3 March, de- 
ployed aa follows: 

The 23d Division— Headquarters al Ham Rong. 
1 2 kitutticier* south of Plciau City. 

44lh Infantry Regiment— 20 to 25 kilometers west 
of Pleiku City in Thanh An District, 

JJd Infantry Regiment Headquarter* fend 1st 
and 3d Battalions 20 kilometers north of Ban Me 
f/huoi _d Ft.iir.ihoii ,n l>i s-.u.,: n- i,hj.h..: 0<k 

I lie 1 1 Corps Ranger Command — Headquarters 
al Konium City. 

4th Ranger Group — 44th Battalion near Pleiku 
Ciiy in reserve: 42d Battalion al Ptd Bau Can <on 

KiMite 1<I west of fiNiulC 14). 43d Battalion attached 
in the 2>d Division ai Ham Rung. 

6th Ranger Group — 35th and 36th Battalions cast 
and northeast of Kontum City; Si si Battalion at' 
lached to the 2Sth Ranger Group m Thanh An- 

21sl Ranger Group — with its 46th Battalion in the 
t.'hn Piio Pass between K<m1um and Pleflrfe; Tld 
Ballaliriin in r: in Kontum; X^lh Ballalmn at. 

tached to the Dth Ranger Group southeast of 
Kontum. 

22d Ranger Group — 95th Battalion in Truong 
Nghin west of Konium; BSth Battalion tn Ngoc Bay 
Mountain mulhwesl i»f ICoutum; hid Battalion in 
rewrve in Konium 

23d Ranger Group— I Ith. 22d. ,ind 2.kl |i;iiialions 
north of Kontum along Route 14. 

24th Ranger Grou p 63d Bat talio n al Gia Nghia; 
Kin Battalion uiuth of Kien Due; &2d Batulton tl» 
Ktcn Due, Quang Due. 

25lh Ranger Group — 67th. 76th. and 40th Battol- 
naa in Thanh An, Pleiku 

Military Region 3 

In Military Region 3 t the IHlh ARVN Division's 
runner ;n i us- k to drive the NVA Out of Hoai Due 
District pfogreSAed slowly hut steadily, amply sup. 
ported by VNAF air strikes, and (he 274th NVA 
Regiment was forced to give ground as casualties 
mounted Meanwhile, leaving a small occupying 
fLKtc m Thanh Lmh. ihe HI2ih NVA Regiment, 
batlered by air strikes, pulled back into the safety of 
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the deep jungle between Thanh l-inh and H«in T>isc 
The J id NVA Regiment. Mb ranks also depleted 
during an intense, month-long campaign. still held 
roadblocks along Route 333 in mid-January but was 
feeling the pressure of the Iftth ARVN Division 
battalions pushing in bolh directions along I he road. 
During the last week of January 197}. 1he RVNAF 
had the road cleared f rem Gia Ray to Hoai Due and 
by February had reoccupied (he village of Vo Xu 
The Binh Tuy campaign was over. Louses had been 
high for bolh sides, and the remote eastern sector of 
1he province remained in NVA control The 
KVS'AF- Mill controlled ihe mosi populous area of 
(he province and had prevcn(cd Ihe NVA 6th Divi- 
sion from permanently closing ihe provinces two 

ri.ii- .r highways. N;i1if>n;il Routes H\ and L, u hich 

passed Binh Tuy Province an the nonh and south. 

To forestall any NVA attempt 1o reassert control 
in the recovered areas* (he new 111 Corps command- 
er.. L(. Gen. Nguyen Van Toan, ordered the Iftth 
ARVN Division to maintain ■ sizable farce in Hinh 
Tuy, bul to prepare for employment elsewhere as 
1he carps reserve. As of mid -February, the 4id 
Infantry of the IBlh Division was along Rome 333 
between Hoai Due and Gta Huynh; Ihe 52d Infantry 
headquarleni with ils 2d Battalion was at (he divi- 
sion base at Xuan Lac while ils 1st and 3d Buiulionv 
operated in Dinh Quan and Gia Ray, respectively; 
and ihe -*Hih Infantry s^jm hi corps rescrse ;ii I 011^ 
Binh in Bien Hoa Province. 1 Iil- famine m available 
forces in Military Region 3 was such thai even the 
few major elements designated as corps reserve 
were nearly always engaged. But this did not drier 
General Toan from attempting io keep the enemy 
off balance through periodic spoiling attacks into 
contested areas. One such operation was an atirmpi 
in February by the 5lh ARVN DiveuLm to clear 
Route 13 from Lai Khe and link up with ihe Hh and 
Rangers at Chon Thanh. After an auspicious bejtm 
ning. however, Ihe attack stalled, as all previous 
efforts hod on Roule li, well short of its goal. The 
enemy was clearly determined to keep Route 13 
closed and his own rear area intact; further, the Jth 
ARVN Division obviously lacked either the offen- 
sive power or will to succeed in this ambilious 
undertaking. (GenernJ Toan had h«n in the wings 
aji Commanding Gcrafal of the Armor Command 
■ince hh relieX from command of 1 1 Corps- Despite 
alleged participation in corrupt practice*, he en- 
joyed a seemingly well-deserved reputation 4* a 
skilled and courageous commander. The fall of 
Phuoc Lang Province sealed the fate or Lieutenant 
General Du Quoc Dong as III Corps Commander 
Military Region h with Saigon at ils heart, required 
the service) of an experienced, decisive campaigner, 
ahd General I oaii, nci matter htiw tainted, wn the 

best man available ) 



[fr Corps Rangers and Regional Forces conduct- 
ed less lii rrn id j hli.- a1 lacks in northern Mien Ihia 
Province to prevent NVA rocket artillery baiteries 
from local ing within range of the airbase and to 
disrupt 7th NVA Division operations around Tan 
Uyer District. These foray* met with moderate 

success hul did mil permanently affect enemy cap* 1 

bililies. 

On 1"? January. Ill Corps launched an operation, 
using the 2^th AftVN Division, to retake Nui Bit 
Den. Whde artillery, helicopter e^iushrps, and 
V'NAF fighier-bomhcrs poursdedl the NVA position, 
ARVN Ranger patrols searched for enemy antllcry 
positions m the jungles north of the mountain. An 
airmobile assault was attempted, but NVA antiair- 
craft artillery and small arms fire were effective m 
preventing Mil 1 lauding lis -ft January il was appai- 
cm i hut retaking Nui Ba Den wu beyond the re- 
sources available io III Corps. The 46th ARVN 
Infantry Regiment, which had moved la Ihe base of 
the mountain, was withdrawn to Tay Ninh City and 
the operation w.is terminated Aided by the excel- 
lent (ihservatum that Nui Ba DtSR afforded. NVA 

artillery CLHiEmued to shell Tay Nnili (.'itj wilh 
heavy rockets and liO-rnni. guns until l he end of the 
month when the center of the province capital was 
virtually deserted. 

A lull settled over Tay Nmli Province a* the 
soldiers and civilians of South Vietnam prepared for 

Tel. which began on 11 February. But although 
combat declined, the enemy was very acmek pre- 
paring for a major offensive in Tay Ninh and in 
adjoining Binh Duong and llau Nghia Provinces- 
Elements of three NVA divisions, tsvn separate 

infantry reginlents, iusd a number <if separate baltal- 

ions, all supported by up to 10 battalions of medium 
and heavy artillery, moved to positions around Tay 
Ninh City, The 6th Regiment of the 5th NVA 
Division and at least three local battalions arid n 
separate regiment, svctc ctincenl rated to ihe viulh- 
wcsi, ready to cut Routes 1 and 22 at Go Dau liu. 
The new 3d Division, fresh from its victory at 
Phuoc Long, was north of the city, while Ihe veter- 
an ?th Division was around Ihe Michcbn Plantation, 
preparing tea assault Tn Tam on the T»y Ninh-Bmh 

Dating buundaiy. Large cL»nvuys 4if tiucls Were 

seen moving supplies and ammunition forward. 

Faced by a formidable enemy on his western 
flank as he assumed command in Military Region i. 
General Tmn in diaracleirslic fashion lei about 
making decisive changes in disposition* and con- 
cepts to deal with Ihe threat To make the 25lh 
ARVN Division, which covered an immense front 
r'mni the Cambodian frontier nearly to [he svestcrn 
outskirts of Saigon, more mobile, he gave responsi- 
bility for all static posts to Tay Nuih Regional 
Forces. Eight RF battalions and seven separate RF 
companies were placed along lines of commorric*- 
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tion and major approaches to the l-lIv. while ihc 
three regiments of ihc li\h Division conducted 
mobile operation* in Ihc forward areas. The 4hth 
Infantry wu cast and southeast of ihc sily, the 49th 
Infantry was north of the city, with battalions 
around Kut Ba Den; while the 50th Infantry wai 
ncnj Khiem Hanh, lo the southeast, A company of 
M-41 light tanks and Iwo troops of armored person- 
dc I carricri wen in reserve near T*y Nwh Cny. and 
a reinforced company nJ thr .slvi Airborne R.aiibjcrs 
conducted deep patrols on Nui Da Den and into (he 
jungle of War Zone- C. north of Ihc mountain The 
division commander. Brig. Gen Ly Tong Ba. like 
General Toon had a background in armor and was 
serening s iguriMLv, personal Icadr rship in ihc for- 
.11,1 .11 . ,!i c,tng his if oops to pairol more aggrcs- 
iivcly into Ihc contested area, iinrih i>f ihc ci1> 
Tel was over and the first days of ihc Year of i he 
Cat passed into March In ihc east of his sector. 
( ieneral Town watched the 6th and 7ih NVA Divi- 
sians conducting reconnaissance and preparing for 
combat in Long Khanh and Bien Has In Ihc center, 
hu 5lh Division persisted, without much success, in 
p*ii.hiiip north nut i»f H.iu Hang to link up with the 
Rangers, who had attacked smith irom t'him t hard', 
along Route 13. The mi nation was becoming lense 
in western Binh Duong, at Tri Tarn and throughout 
Tay Ninh Province, but General Toan'i fresh ap- 
proach renewed the confidence of Ihc 2!iih Division 
and the Tay Nmh leTntoruiJ*, To ihc southwest, at 
Tan An in Long An Province, astride Highway 4, 
the newly organized 4th Marine Brigade was de- 
ployed Inexperienced but seasoned with a few vet- 
eran campaigners, thus brigade stiffened the defenses 
of the Long An territorial* 

Military Region 4 

CiMmstcii! uiih its cumin y-wide program of con- 
solidating independent battalion* and rcgimcnu into 
larger formations more suited to sustained conven- 
tional combat, [he NVA in talc 1974 organized the 

-tlh I>him,-ii in Mui.Mip [hn-ii i'r.i\ im ,• .ind <:li 

Division in ICicn Tuong and Dinh Turing Provinces 
of South Vietnam's Military Region 4. 

From December Communist forces in 
ihc Mekong Delta had conducted ihe mOSt wide- 
spread and intense attacks thus far in ihc war. They 
struck with greatest force in ihe Elephant's Foot 
area of Kien Tuong Province, but strong attacks 
also occurred along line* of communication in Dinh 
Tuong. Chuong Thien. Hn Xuycn. Vinh tlush, Vinh 
Long, and An Xuycn Provinces. C^uulncs on both 
sides were heavy; the RVNAF had over SCO killed 
in action, and total casualties, including wounded 
and movng. exceeded J.OOQ, On the enemy side, the 
best estimates placed total losses— killed, captured, 
and permanently disabled — at over 3,500. Despite 



the generally effective defense put up by the 
RVNAF, security in the hamlets and countryside of 
the southern delta deteriorated as ■ result of wide 
spread attacks against staled, li^lith defended re- 
gions 

Up uniil the end of January 1975. the ntw H-lh 
NVA Division had been largely uncommitted— 
only lis Z-15 Regiment in northern Dinh Tuong 
Province had engaged in significant combat — while 
the veteran 5th NVA Division attempted to secure 
Svay Ricn,,'_ UitlIit arc**- During a flurry of activity 
in January, the Sth NVA Division suffered high 
casualties and gained vefy liltlc, white the ARVN 
held on tenaciously lo Tri Phap bases against probes 
and harassing attacks launched by the Z-IS and 24th 
NVA Regiments of ihe t*1 h I>ivision 

During January violence spn.-jd ihioughout the 
delta in a pre-Tet spasm of NVA attacks on lines of 
communication, cities, villages and outposts With 
regard lo the latter, Maj, Gen, Nguyan Khoa Nam, 
upon a«uinmg command of IV <"nrp\ and Military 
Region +. continued to reduce the number of indc- 
fmsible. rsobued posu and 10 consolidate combai 
power in larger positions. Sony-three posts in the 
delta were abandoned under this plan in January, 
while another 87 were either overrun or evacuated 
under pressure. Of the latter. ARVN counterattack* 
regained 2A. The heavies! toss** went? in the far 
south, in Bsc Lien, where 23 posts were lost and 
only 4 retaken, and in An Xuycn, where 16 posts 
fell and only 2 were recovered. Half Ihe posts 
voluntarily abandoned were alto located in these 
two provinces, while the central provinces of 
Phong Dtcn and Sa Dec and ihc noil hem hordci 
sector of Kien Phong suffered very light damage- 
Even in the key central province of Chuong Thien. 
where Ihe three regiments fD-2, IBS, and 95 A) of 
the new 4th NVA Division operated, the ARVN 

toil Very Utile;. Of Cite x*\ posts Lust to enemy attack, 
four were recaptured. As the second anniversary of 
the cease fire came and went, H was clear that the 
ARVN soldiers of the delta had won the January- 
round, but at high cost ft VNAF casualties in Mili- 
tary Region 4 were very high 

The enemy also lost heavily, but nowhere were 
tua ca sua lt i es heavier than in the battle between Ihe 
Jth NVA Division and the 7th ARVN Dmsion \n 

nor I hem Kien Tuong I'mvLftCe along the Canlbo- 

dian-Svuy Rieng border. By the end of January only 
two ARVN positions remained in Tuycu Btnh Dis- 
trict; Long Knot outpost was overrun by elements 
L>f the nth and 17.4th NVA Regiments usmc. u-.ip 
tured M-IIJ arnnhfrd per-Mmncl carnctv Bui Lap- 

luring thai outpost was the last significant success 
the NVA would enjoy in Kien Iimieic. before ihe 
final offensive, Toward the end of February, the Sth 
NVA Division withdrew tin; haltered *Hh Regiment 
from action and sent ii into Cambodia 10 receive 
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rephiceinenl* mid thereafter |o sflulhern lay Ninli 
Province. Replacements, flawed imo ihe 5ih NVA 
Division in grcil numbers during 1hc momh while 
i he 7th ARVN Division kept up the pressure 
against the I T4 1 h Ki'iMin-rii around Moc Hoa 

Alhim^h Ibc AK\ N wit successful apmtl NVA 
main farce* in most al the central and northern 
delta* security in I he soulhem provinces — espec sally 
in An Xuycn and Bac Lieu — continued deteriorat- 
ing- Terrimnals were not competent to deal with 
ihe ihrcal, And no! enough n:jiu]j.r> wefc available 
To strengthen Military Region 4 territorial!, the 
1 1 r"S .mihori/ed ihe corps commander to deactivate 
](< RF rwiilnlion^ 5 RF companies, and fit PF pla- 
toons lo fill the ranks of mber ek-pkMed lemtonnl 
unit* 

The Navy in the delta was in similar difficulty. 
Fludgelary limitations had cut the number of oper- 
ational uniti from 44 to 21, and the riverine force* 
cou(d no longer provide adequate Security on sever- 
aI major canals 

In iii id -February another security problem, one 
with tragic overtone*, arose in the northern delta. 
The collapse of the force* of the government of 
Cambodia had caused thousands 10 seek refuge in 
Chau Doc Province. Mure than 7,000 people, in- 
cluding at lea.s-1 WO military, streamed across the 
border. 

tJvei on the western edge ol rh;' dafltav minii m 
kach tlia Dm net niwn. AKVN regulars intercept- 
ed IWO NVA battalions moving down Infiltration 
Corridor t-C ami inflicted heavy casualties; more 
iluik ISO wefc Lilted and a large quinlily of ord- 
nance was captured 

CemErewicinal Visitors 

Signs of the commit NVA offensive did n.M pi 
unobserved. The Defense Attache Office, Saigon, 
.mil the American limbic each reported in their 
own channel* events which presaged the approach- 
ing eampaign. and both were occupied with furnish- 
l f L|je information to Washington In support the sup- 
plemental appropriation for Viet nam military avust- 
ance requested h\ ihe Ford administration. To see 
lir-.i-h.nd 1he situation which 1he White House said 
pmified .ii least the SUM million requeued, several 
menU)CT Of Congress and I heir sUl'l auk's jiHirr.i-srd 
to Vietnam. 

The first congressional visitor of the new year 
wjw Senator Sam Nunn, a member or the Armed 
Service* Oimmuiee, Hrs advance man was l>w L 
Lynch, a member of the committee staff, whci ar. 
rived in Saigon on T January and stayed unnl ihe 
senator's two-day visit was aver on 14 January. 
They were given detailed briefings by the Embassy 
and DAf) and hy General Kb u yen. Chief of Stiff of 
the JGS and Chief of llie Central Logistical CYim- 
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mand. who capUuncd ihe military situation and the 
problems Ihe RVNAP was. facing due 10 ihe reduc- 
tion of American assistance. Senator Nunn returned 
to the United Slate* convinced, as waa Representa- 
tive Leo J. Ryan who h.id vim led Vielnam in tale 
December 1 L "J"4, that mtlitars aid reductions had 
seriously weakened Ihe RVNAF, 

I'ri-Mdcm Ford requested an additional appropn- 
allon of milium for Vietnam a.r*d Cnmhodi* on 

."• 1 i i u 1 1 v . SJ.1.NI million id' which would Ik for 
Vietnam. Accordingly, the Senate and the House of 
Representatives put logelher a joint bipartisan 
group to fly lo Vietnam and return lo report on Ihe 
appiopruicnro of (he *d minks! ml ion's request Two 
of 1 lie Congressmen, Senator Dewey F. Hart lull nnd 
Representative Paul N. McCloskcy arrived m 
Saigon on 24 February, three days in advance of the 
main pnriy. whu h inclmkd Ki-piesenljlues William 
V. Chappcll, Donald N. Fraser. Bella Abzug. John 

P. Muilha, and John J. Mynl 1 hirse visiting. COn- 
.Urosrncn were accompanied In Mr I'M hp t 
llabib, Assistant Secretary of Siaic for East Asian 
and Pacific Affairs. Mr. Eric von Marbod, Depuiy 
Assistant Secretary of Defense; and a dozen staff 
aide* and escorts 

Preoccupied though lhey were wilh tin: critical 
military situation., the South Vietnamese leader* pre- 
pared and presented eye-opening briefings and dis- 
plays. No doors were closed to Ihe delegation mem- 
bers; lhey were offered Inps to any battlefront they 
wished lo tee. Harriett, Mtiriha, and McCloskey 
were interested m eslensivc field tnps. Others, par- 
ticularly Abrug. wanted to see and talk to "'political 
prttonrr* 1 " The S^ulh Viclnamew arrariK!^ for 
such visits, although what commuted a political 
prisoner in ihis despcrate 4 war-torn environment 
was a viibjecl of no htile dispuleand misunderstand- 
ing 

Congressman SJujIIi.i wcnl (o Mihlary Ke|tion 1 
m id. with ifciur.il I I in hi jr. vislled fin -w aid pirtHwnei 
by liehc'ipler Congfevsnicii Danleti and McClos- 
kcy devoted I heir first two full days lo eilensivc 
baiilcficW lours. They went first lo tV Corps Head- 
quarters ai Can Tho where Representative McClov 
key asked to >ce and was shown ihe compound for 
prisoner* of war Al Dinh Tuong they visted the 
command post of the I2lh Infantry, "7th Division, 
f-rom there IxHh ( "onj-n/vsmcn went lo Da NlTIg 
and on to tlie hcjJq ujm<cis t-f ihe ?bth Infantry in 
Due Due, where they Were briefed hs t reneral 
Hmh, Ihe 3d Division command l-i ARV'N arullcry 
was responding to a call for fires from a forward 
observer during ihii vhil, and General Hinh ex- 
plained ihe severe conditions imposed by the fuel 
and ammunition tcstriecsans The next day ihe Con- 
gressinen were given a close look, ai ihe Binh Dinh 
battle area, north of Bong Son, by Ihe commander 
of the 2 2d ARV'N Division. General Niem would 
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have mken litem to the crests of the hills his men 
held, but the rood w» swept hy fire, and enemy 
shells w'pt< fal I niiC on these positions 

Back in Saigon, the JGS had prepared a display 
of captured enemy weapons, ammunition, and 
equipment, including the wt modern weapon* and 
fighlinp vehicles furnished hy the Soviet Union and 
Chin*_ Only a few members of ihe delegation m- 
tended. Before leaving Saigon on 2 March, most of 
Ihe delegati |ue*tkincd the NVA :i nil Vi delega- 
tion at Ian Son Nhul ;il>oul Amending nuiiinj: in 
aClidtt. 

When they departed, some members left with 
brief eases bulging with fact sheets prepared by 
DAO. the JGS, and Ihc American I'mbasss. mi 
subjects they inquired about. DAO fact sheets dis- 
cussed military' data supporting estimates for the 
coming offensive. 

The fact sheet on i he NVA strategic reserve 
|hm:iIi-lI our lh.il mull- Januarj l^TJ cease fire, 
North Vietnam had rebuilt and increased its strate- 
gic reserve from two divisions (the 30Sth and 304B) 
to seven, and this list did not include the 968th 
Division deploying from Lao* mto the Central 
Highlands. They hut returned the .H2tb and 32QB 
Divisions to the reserve from Quang Tri Province; 
broughl the 316th back 1o North Vietnam from 
northern Laosi reconstituted the 341st Division in 
i he southernmost pnivinc* of North Vietnam; and 
converted the .Uaih Division fmm a Iraming divi- 
sion. Furthermore, they had created a corps head- 
quarters in Thanh Hoa Province for controlling 
three or more divisions plus corps armor, artillery, 
and ajf defense regiments These changes were 
Viewed as Strong indicator-, of ni;i|or olTensive 
mlent The fact sheet also thowed ihat the deploy- 
ment times or these divisions were greatly shortened 
from those before the cease fire due to the new 
highways and the absence of U.S. interdiction 
Within 15 days, for example, a division in North 
Vietnam could be moved io South Vietnam'* Mili- 
tary Region 2 and committed to combat. 

Another fact sheet discussed how heavy infiltra- 
tion cuslaraardy preceded and continued through 
major NVA offensives in ihe south and showed thai 
in fill ration was especially large during the first two 
months of 1975. More than hair as many replace- 
ments would arrive in South Vietnam during the 
first three months of 1*75 ihan arrived during all of 
197 3 Since the cease lire, 200.000 replacement* had 
moved soulh. a clear sign Ihat an offensive vs-a* in 
the offing. 

The greatly increased sue and strength of the 
regular NVA forcer, in South Vic tnain w;i\ |he 
lubfcvi of a number of fact sheets. One lined ihe 
major combat and combat support units that hod 
entered South Vietnam or had been formed there 
from replacement group* since the cease fire tit did 



nor mcliliiHi >cvcfal divEsuMis funned fniin inde- 
pendent regiments or new regiments built of prcvi- 
uusly separate battalions-) Moat of them were air 
defense units. Although ihe 968th Infantry Division 
was on the way from Laos only its 9th Regiment 
{since integrated into the 320th Division) was count- 
ed among the two other known infantry regiments 
then ncv. to the southern baltlefldd— Ml* 36th and 
4 1st in Quaag Nam. Five other new regiments of 
armor, artillery, and tappers were ako listed, along 
wiih four new sapper battalions 

Another fuel shed displayed DAO Saijcnn's esti- 
mate of the numerical strength change* ihat had 
taken place in NVA forces in South Vietnam since 
the cease fire. Combat units had gained 58.OO0 men 
and now had over jnrj.tXJO Combat and administra- 
tive support units had added about 30,11X1. for a new 
strength of over 100,000. Viet Cong were noi in* 
eluded in these estimate?; Armor vehicles, mostly 
tanks, had risen from about 100 to over 700, while 
the number of medium artillery pieces was over 4C0 1 
up from about 100. The NVA now had twice as 
many tanks in South Vietnam (about 700} as did the 
RVNAJF <352). 

Papers on construction, lines of communication, 
supply level, and the pipeline showed that 1he NVA 
in the Souih had limit a complc* logistical system 
and had stockpiled enough supplies io support a 
major offensive for over a year. The NVA hud 
never in the history of the war been in such a 
favorable logistical condition Significant ly, the 
RVNAF weft, for the first lime in the war, in an 
inferior position 

Hesides shesc f.ic i wheels, the DAO furnished the 
congressional delegation a paper called ''Vietnam 
Perspective." Tm» explained frequently unperceived 
influences on the relative power, flexibility, and 
tactical potential of the opposing armed forces. For 
csample, although the NVA'* expeditionary force 
in South Vietnam whs lev* than hulf the size of Ihe 
South 't combat force, the enemy made up the differ- 
ence in iroops maintained in secure giirnsnnv in 
North Vietnam, more ihan 7tMW) of which were 
available for immediate deployment io South Viet- 
nam. Furthermore, the NVA possessed the fre- 
quently decisive advantage* of surprise and the abil- 
ity to mass overwhelming force. The RVNAF, even 
when they were able to discover ihc enemy's intent 
in advance, were often unable to move sufficient 
reserves to the battle area in lime to foresiull defeat 
in detail. The NVA's advantages also accounted for 
its ability to accomplish its objectives through the 
expend nil re of far lev. ammunition ihan the defend- 
ers, Through careful reconnaissance, registration, 
and siting of batteries in concealed locations, the 
altAckcf Concern ruled heavy fires on small targets, 
while the defender had u> search great areas, cover 
many avenues of approach and suspected enemy 
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- - 1 ■-. 1 1 1 . i n . and uk much larger amount* of ammuni- 
tion in the defense The requirennciils for defense nf 
pnputalcd areas, thousand* of bridges, jntt huudrcds 
of miles of highway left the RVNAF with few 
force* available to use in deep or prolonged offen- 
sive operations. 

Rounding oLtl llii- of documents furnished [he 
delegation, ihc DAO presented its January 1975 
Ihreal assessment. Some pertinent paragraphs are 
quoted: 

lb. In early CCJ&Vls] ReaotNlnn 12, baaed cut FembiiMui 
21 of the Lao Dong Parr* vtbich was adopted during ibe ILu 
Plenum of lac Lao Dong Parly in Ham, Ranged n the basic 
Coramuwrel (ruidinci relaling to Ihc Scvlh Resolution 12 rtiltr- 
•led prr*»-iu'- eropht'n im tfrmafhcnwiB rcvalirimnary forccm 

slin.unj( iT the Cuminuillitt rfrnaini>| Hilling. the tjVN 

■amiiIJ FirfLnJ lei imfilc-mrnt Ihc I' ant A^irmi nS CI )5VN 12 
Itilll rdlrtlnJ a uqnrw hjE ninvrwlivc i 1 1 • -. ■ k. vs ?ik Ii rrii|-Ju 

uud building CnflSfnuaan urengaa, rather rhan ejercuukf u on 
the balllerirld 

I? In *UBUU 107* |Prrsii*rnJ Mmm «r*ia-nrcl <in AucnM -| 

largexcale titfeibuve to defeat CiVS ffekcifkaiksa aad bnaj about 
lie* negoluticcu ti calked foe aa uiiense oulicary cacapatgB 
beginning in December 1974 and luting tanlil nwt'l*JTS, la de. 
felling pacific alien. Ihc Communist force* were lo fulfill certain 
roqiinimenH liill one Ihand or Ihc OVN'i MF, HF and IT 
nruiTaJifriwc^half or Ihc «*d cut key LOC'i) ar ondrr to 

n l i iinr-lnh L-rrUui miiuim til liheraic Ihc hula Ihc cciuntry- 

1.3] aacreaae th* pofml.Hcm in Ihr Oimmunffl «KM{ (J) 

obtain nee-, and {A} upgrade contested area* 

If The 1*M-|47} dry „*m campattn began dramatically ia 

tfcirmbrr w.lh mi^* ill*. U ih ■- 111^ hi-'-! MR-J and MR-i. »1ltl 
I III- IHitlI ■. rvihlr mull hrlnf Ibc (iVN liiwt iif Finns. L i-hj; i'ro- 
fiace. Major combat hj-, u:l( dcilinnl ill Ihnr arm, hul n 
eapected to rrmif Id Mil.] and Mlt-J, Che bulk at available 
enlel hpence indicates ihat nusor comtsii *Ul vxin be fonBoom- 
mg The campaojtn. ihui. \i cjf*c1cd la auuane cotrnlrywtde 
firiicicirlHH» anil a numliri uT imdiLalim |hxhI Lii [lie ihUialu.1uin 
>.<T klrjlr^i: rrvnr ilisL-u^mq ir< -n *S '<• S 

I*. Thav CoaamuBuri iiwutegy uace I he ceutfue hum e¥oK«d 
(rim a rather rault^uT apevoach In the early vUge*, mi'oh'inf 
<r>iunn a! Ihc Put* Aiwttoc"! »nd hmWinjj up -.if rear arrav in 
ixiir luml r nrru<>ly m hv|i|efieU Mrcle^m to Enpfml Ihc par- 
L<IVi!d «*ikr*un nf Ihr CVS THe ff>SX V rrsi-iulmn fat H7I 



i ii-iuin It) Mjor naTctHtvr actjvi(|i u Ihc pnnur) meani 
nf advancing lhe ComnnuntM rcvtilslKm to a weecHful eemctu- 
JMin . . . 

44- If repotted plan are enecuud, lhe Comanuntui Hill be 
crcrtAina: Ihc iJirfthold between Ihc au\jmt wax and an aMempI li> 
deal critical btowa to RVNAF and Ihc GVH In lhe near lerm. 
lhe Cornmunris wlB prtiKrhly riprnrmT f HitirnxJ tiK-crM. si> 

HK-Jude ti->T?»TinP»g of Kinx- ifc»U»r1 tiM»-nv Snwr'.fr, bkti-wiJ 
t"i*nn^unul Uvi nu f prtnr |irnliilHti'kr m Lhe \17Of tan 

47 In eoadiokaa, deapibr the lack of clarity eoaccnana a 
nyumbci of key avdmlvrv a» rcEaril*. hiMh «peviric inlmt and 

niiT.np m..- »nU. ipolf i ujtnifiiMl ujnur|ic in ^nnh»t in n t-I -rrr 

5VN, « poot wttlhtt gradually abaiH in late Kebrtaary ami 
Mii^h, j rid ■ rnunapiinn cf eaajnr aabacka art MJt-J, cace Cam- 
nunuu preparaaMMU are CMiplMc. The war m lhe Delia n 
eiLpectcd lo remain at Ihc recent intensified len el* and 1o reflect 
uacreaaaafjy amtttiout ComnvanlU illart« ™ piipui^tcd arr»^ 

Trie Corgreuiorul delegation's jet left Tan Son 
Nhu( airport on 2 March. As if having wailed for 
the delegation to depart, trie NVA launched the 
final rilTcnsivc luo nsiinmi^s btrr uilh nll.i'.V'. 5h.il 
severed Highway 14 between ihc highlands and the 

Note am Sourees 

Newspaper accounts were used for the reactions 
and statements of officials in lhe United States. 

Oencrab TrvOng and Vicn read th» chapter and 
contributed YatualiJi: c-oninsmrti and curfoetiori». 

The final DAO Qiuulerly Assessment provided 
information concerning the visitors of early 197. S. 
and DAO fact sheets were used to describe the 
prevailing wluation lhe January Mnnihly Intcltk 
y.fiic<; Snnimary am! thieal Analysts wa.s alsi* 

iweful. 

Finally, the author accorrjpanied Representative 
McCtosfccy on his field trips and attended most of 
the briefings conducted for the congressional visi- 
tors The author's notes and recollections were re- 
ferred to in relating the event* xurTciunritnc; ihis 

VKII. 
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The Central 
Highlands, March 
1975 



Senior General Van Tien l>ung wo* I he principal 
architect of North Vietnam's finul offensive j/.i-mm 
South Vwtiwm. tn hi» account of "The Great 
Spring VicT<vy" he described ihe planning of the 
offensive (FB1S Dai// Report: Asia and Pacific. Vol. 
IV, No. 1 10, Sup. 38, pp. 6-10): 

Jtinnf I he 10 diyr of the nofcrmrr Ike Fohlrval Bureau'i 
,t U ismcnc ,HT |br u4kuln>n ami iii l^uwi™ »rrr influence*! 

invrr*w-*lr rry Ihc L*vmi|« »rrk h-} -ncrk at-hirvcmrnl trf majuf 
ilralrya; i-e-jrvlmri. . While Ihr FotdkJal Ihrat text mrrlinj, 
jcrrii new* u'und From ihc hMih ihe mmn farce uruii in eatiern 
Nun Bo JrouKr.l'f coaicnniKHU with Sen 111 Vteia«ueVi Military 
Kr gnat H <ii LOo*teralion vrnK il> firnvineul ducev had air*, ltd 
and hbrrwtHt IVnc BMi Oly and ill Phuor Ix'wj Province. 

On I Jul ni!> I ?7s, rwu iliss after the VhuoL Lno j va-lury, 
LVimrade Le Dea i iniinliil lhe drw»m+iHM. . . . The «t«Mk« u 
clear h> evTTjrbw)> We are nnw determined In fulfil Ihr I. 
yourO**.-- 

I JT [hun »ml Lin SjitLinf J itrplrgx Him >n |07S. Sam r*» 
Will hHt W> Cf**»e «n mlri rrUlrd anil li»1rf JrjnrnJml rtnulHHi 

il ' Mi^.'hiui the regain, brttif mila.rv iyr«urr lIi-wi n< Sjir-.ni, 
ajaaihaiite ai naay etaan> maia force «nm at pou/ble and create 
comhlmn fix tocilicio lo deck's forte* when oppixiiMiiiari 

■tor. 

I" ihr Mrkcna drha. rcxi'w anililiry prewwr mud hr tnnughl 
tkiwr In My Thn Wr hur »cr«ij Ihil Ihr* vrar Ihr Utaci *» 
ihr Caairal ElighUmS -Mill lv|(ir. Ilr p. mini In a mail tvSiml 

him and uid Aciaeka mini he ualeathed kiViarJ Han Me Ttna.ii 
and Tuy Hoa The Fifth Jtepon wkall have lo form ■ litx-raicd 
arci rerun Binh Dinh Province ■orthwird. and the Tra-Thata 
fiMvra win have W cnrinsl *■ irra frrajn live I? Da Nine 
WM« wo dhcvHol ihr |*7> ym*npr rnrohal pUm. ancHhn 

V*e» Unfantanl ifcanUtoci mi ixml tthrir l.mtahliih liar main. 

huilerkktr 

After considering the RVN AF vtrciigih, mobility 
and deployments, lhe relative strategic value of 
iml-H ni.kn»r region, and the strength and mobility of 
the NV'A, "ihe confefco nwuilmoudy approved lhe 
General Stair* draft plan whieh . Inwe ihr Ce-itirul 
Highlwdi u the main baltlefteld in lhe largeHKile* 
widc^prawl 1975 ofTenwve." 

Accotrduig. lo General Dung, North V iclnamac 
leaders did not expect lOUl vicipr> in 1*75, The 
major, country- w ide oflTriiiivc ihcy were rjLannmp 



for early 1975 wu to prepare: the way for ■ "general 
ofTeruivc"" thai would finish (he teak in 1^76, Never- 
ihelev*. they anticipated the potwoihty of u oppc>rlU' 
mliri" to ■"liberate" Snulh Vietnam "early tir hue m 
1975," 

General Dung reported that on 9 January, one 
day after the conference adjourned, the Central 
Military Party Committee convened to prepare mili- 
tary plans lo support the conference resolution. (I 
wa« here that Bin Me Thvot was selected ft* lhe 
rirsl nhjevlivi' and m.un r-lliul of lhe t'entraf High, 
huads vampugn. 

The confarence had |iw tuned when Ccnrade Le Doc Tho 
irn^ed unannounced He opened lhe door, entered and joaacd am 
in Ihr coaafercnt* Lalef on we knew Ihn Ihr PotolKal Bwriu 
■raaiiHarwhil frilled hnw Ihr idci i'f in altaKk am X)u* Mr 

1 1 1 had nul bcrn clnply nullincd in Ihc cr<mh(l plan, thrrr- 

fii'rc. >l K'nl C'.>mrMlc The 1" jt>in u» and parKnt Ins idea thai 
HKh an allacll wai cwnlial lie tatd rmhafiariKsJIy' "Wr rmpA 

ilrfinitrl> raiia- Ihr pniMc" 1 lTf lira;raljna; ILan M.S Tfcv"* »™5 IliH 
I jji \: u,mU| nr khmiril it mlh jlnxi^l fnc div-iumu. in 1br 
tVnljjl HipMimk wr . t'ul J ruH alia. L Han Mr I hixa ™ Caaaq- 

rkdr V« Ngujr* fJ«F. mrnajy i»f ihr Crojfrl Muiury Party 

Ci.mniilliT, .uinLljilrtl ihr nankf rr** nLahlnhaag lhe aAaaa 
ami lar^rlk tit Nir uTTrnuvr, Ihr i4ian[r, n nl Ihr LjnipjifTi and 
Ihr nfiarti fur ilrr<lii}ilig ami imnf hitLn hlr alv.1 tj^oCni ihr 
hghlini; mrtra.«h Ihal taanuhd hr jpailtrtl. gfcail^- urrudnf Ihr 
pi ill. iplr <tt rtirv*, ttat^-f Jknd laiinflnr, and adtrafil liial i! HJH 
nrirvury In drvcivr Ihr curnn I n L. ■ , iMH_rnCr alaut! r« Llrfrh<tiri|( 
arran hi^lhvT ijir CraillaJ lllj^lilahih 

The Cealnt Hijhlmrti raanpaj|a wa> cmde-aaiird -Cumjmfn 
HV AI thai time am lhe Cenlral Hiuhl«mJ% friml. C^amradc Vw 
Lany, lhe tronl i unpaeiliT, Mr for Ihr Ban Mi Thaot trrm with 
mMbc cadm lo jaarw ihr rtuatn*i Al Ihc rcqvrri rif cirn«-*Jr» 
Le Dun and t.r Due Tho, the lUilKal Bmciu sent mr M Ike 
Cf9tnl Mkf hlaadt ratrllefleld aa a r epreaeaaaiive of (he PutjlKal 
fhreaai, lhe Cestui Military Party CaaWtM aaad the Itifh 
(.'«anmand u> take field rornenand I loM Comrade Traa Vaa 
Tri lotkvMinf lhe Mttast iuieiu coratrrence "Thru l»r I wilt 
fi(hi in lhe Central hli^hlanUi anld lhe rainy aeawn Then 1 will 
mo to Nun Bo lo jcnn you in Mudyinf lhe riihkfirld Mlniiiim and 
■jukini firrparaltm^ fat •nihriary acti^itm aa the l<T>-Tt dry 
*ea»on" . Al Ihn time m the CcnlrtJ l|i r :l u;.,i, »r had ihr 

JJl*h. HXh and IMth diviakann-dl^iwan lh»i had Fliaard iriLK-h 

MkatH rxraerpriKe am (he Cn«1ril Hijjhlaaid» haiikrwtd TniranJ 
Ihr rfldl of Dccm-bcr I^U ihr Hicn O-nmand ntn-kM un 

i5n|-al. h thr II mil ilr. hut. In I Ins fi.rl 

Isolallns lhe Battlefield 

To capture Ban Me Thuin. NVA leademhtp in 
the B-3 From — now pefatmificd in General Van 
Tien Dung — counted on surprise and overwhelming 
force The element of surprise was to be enhanced 
by strong diversionary attacks in Konlurn and 
Pleiku Province*, once achieved, 1he advantage or 
mass, or the concentration of force f wu lo be 
prolonged by preventing the RVNAI - frnm rein- 
forcing Ban Me Thuot I hc divernmrury and vtp- 
potling attacks began while ihc three NV'A divi- 
liom that would lake part in the Dartac-Quaiig Due 
Cftmpaigti— Ihc lOlh. Jlnth, and 320— were Hilt 
t,-nnvergmg on their initial objectives areas. 
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Thf Central Highland! March 1975 



The cupelling guru of Campaign 273 sounded 
Along Route 19 (QL-19), 1he lifeline to the high- 
land*, in the early rmtfiuiig of 4 March Simulta- 
neous attacks cloud the highway from the Mang 
Yang Pa<,s in Pleiku FVovmcc lo Dinh Dinh Prov^ 
incc Enemy sapper* blew Bridge 12 southeast of 

Hinh Khc, in Binh Dinh. ud Infantry struck ARVN 
territorials >"i ihe high ground overwaiching ihc An 
Khc Pis* and ihe RP nun at the Route J A (TLOA) 
inclion Stxm an artiLlcry povMion supporting the 
Jd U.i 1 1. 1 1 ion, 47th Infantry, north of Buih Khc was 
overrun. A strong altack by the 12th Regiment, Jd 
NVA DlvtuLwi. nor the An Khc airfield wis re- 
pulsed, while Phu Cat air bare received a rocket 
attack and sustained light damage. (Map 19) 

While Binh Dinh territorial* and the -nth ARVN 

Regiment struggled in hold their portions jfjimi 
■he withering NVA artillery, infantry, and upper 
assaults, South Vietnam force* in Pleiku Province 
come wider heavy rocket, mortar, and rccoillcu 
rifle fire jlim>; Mimic IV from Le Trung, 15 kilome- 
ters cast of IMciku City, to Ihc narrow defile* of the 
Mang Yang Paaa. Fire Support Bases <r«M of Le 
Trungr. iihtjr Soul Doi), j.nd 'H t north of EliEl 
XHJ), alt came under bombardment, while a number 
of their outposti were overrun. Two bridges and ■ 
Urge culvert between FSB* and 94 were de- 
stroyed by enemy uppers. Genera] Phu, the II 
Corps commander, reacted bv tending two battal- 
ions of Ihc 4th Ranger Group io jom elements of the 
2d Armored Cavalry Brigade, then clearing patis of 
Route 19, lo proceed u far as FSB 95 In Birth Dinh 
Province, jusl east of Ihe Mang Yanjj Pass. But 
before the operation could get under way. Base 44 
WM3 overrun. Meanwhile, NVA rockets hit Pleiku 
air baae; although the field remained operational, 
the maintenance area sustained heavy damage 

While the attacks along Route 19 were viewed by 
General Phu o» tirong indicators ihat the NVA 
main effort would be against Pleiku. the Commu- 
nists also interdicted Route 21 (QL-21), ihc Other 
major road tt> the highlands, which connected 
L.».i>Lil Khonh llos Province with Ban Me Thuoi. 
Sapper* blew two bridge* between the Darloc 
boundary and Khanh Ummji m Khanh Hoa Prov- 
ince, and NVA infantry overran an ARVN territori- 
al outpost close Id Ihe provincial boundary, The 
only i wr available road* to tbe highland* were 
closed; ihe battlefield of Ihc Central Highlands had 
been isolated in 2* hours of concentrated assaults. 

At tt Corp* headquarters. South Vietnamese offi- 
cers debated where the enemy's main effort would 
lake place. Colonel Trinb Tieu. Ihc G-2, insisted 
thai Ban Mc Thuoi would be the principal objec- 
tive, wdh intermediate and supporting objectives at 
Buon Ho and Due Lap Based on inclu.atir.jnv thai 
elements of the lOlh and 320th Division had shifted 
south or had ,ii lei-.! conducted reconnaissance tn 



Quang Doc and Darioc Provinces, he told his com- 
IM— lirr that Ihc atlaclu in Konlum, Pleiku. and on 
Route 19 were diversionary, designed primarily lo 
hold the major RVNAF strength in place in Birth 
Dinh, KonCum. -ind Pleiku General Phu neverthe- 
less, believed Pleiku to be the mam NVA objective 
Hh reasoning wis based on Ihe weight of the cur- 
rent enemy attacks by fire uguinst the 44th ARVN 
Infantry in Thanh An District of Pleiku and againsi 
Ihe Ranger- north of Konlum. Having only two 
regiments protecting the western approaches to 
Pleiku. be would not weaken the front to reinforce 
Ban Me Thuot where nothing significant had yet 
taken r4nce- 

llurlac and guana I>uc 

Local Route 4S7 twisted through the forested 
WjKImwW of southwestern Phu Bon Province be- 
tween Cfaco Reo, the capital, and Buon Btcch, 
where it joined National Route 14 {QL- 14) about AO 
kilometers north of Ban Me Thuot Al this junction, 
also the district seat of Thuon Man in Phu Bon 
Province, the NVA on 9 March, struck the first 
direct Mow Of Campaign 27? Elements of Ihe 9th 
Rcgimeni. H2i*U NVA Division, attacked Ihe sub- 
secior headquarters and Che 23d Reconnaissance 
Company farcing a withdrawal Meanwhile, tbe 
45 1 h ARVN Regiment on Kmiii- 14 near Thunn 
Man reported ConLocI uilh enemy infantry. The 

raining continued through the day, but Route 14 
wo* permanently blocked by the ">lh Regiment. 
ttOta NVA Divluon 

On 9 March, the lOtlt NVA Division launched 
simullaneouj attacks throughout Quang Due Prov- 
ince, The assauh against the Rangers at Kien Due 
was repulsed, and the Quiing I^-jl tcrmorta!* at Due 
Lap also held their positions. But south of Due Lap, 
al the Dak Song crossroads, heavy artillery bom- 
bardment and infantry assaull* drove the 2d Battal- 
ion, 33d ARVN Infantry Regiment, from its de- 
fense*. By noon it w»* overrun, 

General Phu was now convinced lhut Darlac was 
Ihe main battlefield and his forces there needed 
immediate reinforcement. He asked the JGS for an 
additional Ranger group but was turned down; the 
JGS had few reserve*, and threats lo Saigon and 
T»y Nrnh were nwavrtbir Failing to acquire addi- 
1 1- .i i.i I combat power from outside Ihe region. Gen- 
eral Phu pulled the 72d and 96th Ranger Battalion*, 
21st Ranger Group, from the Ctiu Pan Paw and 
Komum and flew them to Buon Ho; once there 1 hey 
boarded trucks for the 35-ktkutncicr ride to Ban Me 
Thuot He .lk" nrdrlcd lilt -*Slh RcLxmnai\sanLc 
Company at Ban Don lo return to Ban Mc Thuot 

According ti> tieneml Dung's account, at 0200 
Hjrmi nine mi ihe morning uf 10 March. 
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I he i-rfTrauvr ' in Mjh Sir 1 hiattl twfkldcj by the (iff fptjm 

u|i|X-l ullll- dll itllil ■» ^ 1JI.-.I lh. || i-> Hinh |rh«ti|i -umj .ill. 

airlitU* I.lvi^ rui|x jflUkri begin dcstreyip>a mi|il*i> ijrfrti 
in the ill y From ■ pawl 40 lilmnrlm Tni* J*i*! Mr TMOt tw 
uh\ anil stwind iStor rnpnn. fcnia,-kn] ikiwa iw» *»tch hac, 
Inn, CT I **ir»*T » «rfv pns r. hr-lrtJ Tuf lUti Me ftim*. Om tht 
\rr [tCii-Hig] diver , Batten ftrrybtMlt wen: rapidly mmm- 
bin], »hiSr unS*, *fttt<*«] vrtih-le*, antiaircraft jib, uid mitt- 
Lkfil fmtn formed ijucuei 1a emu cm Ihe fcrnp The iwxjreUini 
ud Camti of tfv C™ I rat ItifhUn^h wexe thiLrn tij a firr iiiwii 

tn ihc early miiming of 10 March 1975 heavy 
nvktu and artillery fire fell on Ban Mc Thuot, and 
t 1 1 ■ - ■ i . l r fire Hiruuk the airfield at Phung Due to the 
csM The bombardment was followed hy infantry 
■nd upper assaults against Che ammuniiion dump on 
local Roule I west »f the ciiy, ihc 2d Company, 
225th Rl Bmtalion on Hill 3)4 northwest of the 
cily, and i hi: suhscclor headquarters it Phnng Due 
airfield. All attacks were repulsed, md enemy l<«-v,-« 
were heavy, Jul before four thai m^rnin|u I He 3d 
Battalion, 33d ARVN Infantry, came under heavy 
attack at ihc airfield, and NVA (auks were sighted 
rtiirihucM of the city. 

Meanwhile. attacks in Quang Due Province c«n- 
linucd as ihc 2Wh RF Battalion fought off enemy 
i ii 1. 1 1! I ry on HlhiIc 12 between Dak Sonc. and Due 
Lap and ihtr Rangers held their ground in Kien Due 
and GLa Nghin. On 13 March Ihc bdeaquercd de- 
fenders of Kien Due. however, were finally over- 
run 

In Rmh Dttih Province, General Niem, command- 
ing ihe 22d Division, reinforced his 42d Infantry 
Regiment in Binh Khe District with the headquar- 
ters and I wo battalions of the 4I>1 Infantry, bu1 
Route I* win Mill cut at Le Trung and Hmli Khe 

A [tacking Kanjj.cr\ were ilallcd al Bridge J1 be- 
tween Fir« Support Bases 9 3 and 94 in Pletku Prov- 
ince. Although a heavy rocket attack on Ihe airfield 
■1 Pleiku on 10 March closed down operations for 
several hourv Route }* between Konium and 
Pleiku remained Open- A »1cady stream of traffic 
surged vuih through ihe Cliu Pao Pa.s% a^ iHl- 
population of Konium Bed the daily rocketing of 
their city and Ihe imminent threat of Communivt 
invasion, The linen at 1he Air Vietnam Icrminal at 
Kimium flowed csui mlo ihe ttrceis ai rwidirnis 
uiuc.hi io buy lklccis hi Pleiku and points MHtth. 
Highway 14 was ckued on 10 March in southern 
Pleiku by enemy attacks on territorial oulpovl* in 
the mountain* close to Ihe Dsirlae hounda-ry. 

By mid- nn mini p on 10 March, major elemenls. of 
the J20ih NVA Diviaion had penelraled Ban Mc 
Thuol The heaviest fighting was in the southern 
sector near Ihe province chiefs residence, the sector 
Iwadcjuirlen, ind Ihc 13d Division command port- 
Five enemy tantK wef* destroyed or disabled near 
the command post, bui one of the VNAF bombs 
ml ended for NVA armor demolished the sector 
headquarters, cutting olf all comm unseal ions Two 



more tank* Wete dcMruycd i«.-ar ihc city's airfield 
The small ARVN garrison iliere foughi back re- 
peated NY A assaults and held on lo ihc control 
lower, bul General I'hu's ciYon u> fly ^vrv kl- 
hatiahnii^ (mm Ban Don to Ban Me Thuot was 
thwarted by hrasy enemy sfliaJl arms and automatic 
weapons fire Bolh battalions were Ihererore divert- 
ed lo Buon Ho. which also came under mortar 
attack on 10 March, Fighting a1 the airfield dc- 
stroynl ei^hl aircraft of ihe fclh Air Division, a CH- 
47, one 0- 1 . and mx UH-U. Four of the seven UB-li 
belnnging tit ihe 2d Air Division were destroyed on 
ihe ground, but air crews managed to fly out three 
damaged helicopter, under heavy fire The sector 
ammunition Morage site soulh^eM «f die eiiy was 
overrun; 111.000 rtmnit^ nf 1413-mm atitniuniliLMl Were 
destroyed, and two 105 -mm. howitzers were km, 

Al the Phung Due airfield, the 3d Battalion. 53d 
Infantry look Iwo prisoners who klcntlfVd the nt- 
lacker* as the 25th Indcpcmleni Res;imcni and the 
■trust Sapper Baiialinn Meanwhile, in Ban Mc 
rhuot. the NVA was also taking prisoners. Two 
members of the ICCS. one Iranian and one Indone- 
sian, had taken refuge with the only American offi- 
cial in Darbc. Paul Struhanc, the Consul General's 
provincial reprewnlal ive. Eight ruher fLtrei^n eisHl- 
i.mv rmssMinaritrv ind ihccr families were with Stru- 
hanc vtlicn SVA 4..ildur\ huAc ill i Iia huUMr and 
sei/cd i hem all. Although they were imprisoned m 
Due Co, all were eventually released 

By the night of lO March ihe NVA had i firm 
hold on the Center of Han Me Thuot, while ihe 
principal remaining ARVN infantry, cavalry, and 
territorials held poulions, cast, west and south of the 
city. The 2d Company, 225th RF Battalion, re- 
mained on Hill 559, and the 4ih Company. 242d RF 
Battalion still held Ihe main ammunition dump. In a 
coffee plantation west of Ban Me Thuot. most of the 
1st Battalion, SM Infantry, and Headquarters und 3d 
Troop, Slh Armored Cavalry, defended their pcrmv 
eler The 4th Company. 243d RF Battalion, was dug 
in on Hill 49 1 in iht' sini I h Small un1l» of ihe 33d 
Kcgmncm and IcTntonats were still fighting in the 
city, bui ihe heaviest com ha: was at 1he Phung Due 
airfield. Dicre. ihc furward command posl of the 
lid ARVN Diviskm fought along with ihe head' 
quarlera Of k« 53d Infantry, and ihc kl Pr^Hip, Hih 
Arnicired Cavalry. Survivor* of the seeior hcad- 
quaricrt were with some Ranger units west of Ihe 
airfield. 

Very heavy fightmg continued on U March. 
ARVN defender* esiimated 400 enemy kdled, 30 
weapcins captured, and 13 tanks destroyed, and ihe 
53d Infantry al ihe airfield reported that the NVA 
was using flame-throwers in the assault Isolated 
pockets of resistance fought on. even ihtiujth ihc 
provmce chief. Col. Nguyen CNmg Luat, was cap- 
lurcd. 
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In Pleiku, the 4th Ranger Group gained m> 
ground on Route l« in heavy fighting nw lindge 
23 and Fire Support Base M u the 95B NVA 
Regiment counieraiiaLkcd vigorously on 11-12 
March. Fighting wis widespread but light in I he 
real of Pleiku. The environ* tsf the diy were nor- 
lired, the II turps liLadquarlcrs. sustained r 1 1 1 ill il 
damage from a rocket attack,, and three A-37 light 
hi >m be is were di-M r.^t.i .il-mn u n h fuel itoragc ind 
a pari* warehouse it Pleiku Air Base by 122-mm- 
roekels. 

The disastrous turn of evctiis in Military Region 1 
led to the turning point in the long and bitter war. 
cum pclhng President Thicu to make ■ decision re- 
garding I he conduct of the defense which would 
create cbam for the RVNAF and opportiuiiiies for 
ilii' enemy. Regarding the northern part of the 
country as capcndable in order to preserve I he 
KCVrity of Military Regions 3 and 4, he thought it 
essential to retake Elan Me Thuol. even though 
Konlum and Pleiku might have m he NaL-nfii.-i.-d He 
wished n> convey lhis new concern to General Phu 
in I'k-iku, but because of the hazards of such a 
incciing in ibai war-torn province, he was persuad- 
ed by his staff to meet 1 he 1 1 Corps commander in 
Cam Ranh. south of Nha Trang. on 14 March- 
On 12 March. General Pliu announced that all 
organized rnbuncr inside Ban Me Thuot had 
ceased. The 21st Ranger Group was assembling the 
survivors of its two committed battalions near the 
Phung Hue airfield, and the 45th ARVN Infantry 
Regimen! was mm nig hy helicopters lu Phut*: An 
District on Route 21, east of Ban Me Thuot. The 
next day, as the 320th NVA Division consolidated 
its gains in Ban Me Thuol, the battle for I' hung Due 
continued keo>gnifwg the critical situation in the 
highlands, the JGS decided tin send the 7lh Ranger 
Group, its Last available reserve, from Saigon io 
replace the 44th Infantry Regiment west of Pleiku. 
releasing the *4lh lo join the counterattack in 
Dartac. 

The situation in Darlae continued to deteriorate. 
Quang Nfueu Village in the plantations north of Ban 
Me Thuot was overrun as was Buon Ho Village on 
Route M. The South Vietnamese gave up Ban Don 

.ni.I withdrew remaining RF unit* I hi: planned 

relief of the 44th Infantry west of Pleiku had to be 
aborted after one battalion and the regimental head- 
quarters were moved because the required airlift 
could mil be pinr*hjd.led to complete it. 

On 14 March. General Phu had assembled in 
Ptiuoc An a task farce under the command of Brig. 
Gen t,c Tmng Tuong, commanding general of the 
23d ARVN Division. In the task force were the 
-*?ih I li f u nil '. Reirs melll. one baLEaluin and ihe head- 
quarters of the 441 h Infantry, and one battalion of 
the 2 1st Ranger Group. The plan was lo attack west 
astride Route 21 to link up wnh the tenacious de- 



fenders ai ihe Phung Due airfield: the 3d Battalion, 
J.Sri Infantry, which had been there ihTciugh four 
days of continuous fighting; Ihe survivors of the 1st 
Battalion. 53d Infantry, who had withdrawn from 
west of Ihe city; and ihe survivors of Ihe 72d and 
"Joih Battalions, 2Ut Kangcr Group 

The counterattack was lo be supported logrstical- 
ly from Nha Trang. Another task force of five RF 
hjtialtnm from Khanh Hoa Province was ordered 
to clear ihe route between Nha Trnnjj and Khanh 
Duong. 

On 14 March, General Phu flew to Cam Ranh far 
his fateful meeting with the President With General 

Vien, It Gen lianjt Van tjuanji, Ji'.d Prime Minis- 
ter K hwrm present, President t hiru nut lined his 
concept. General Phu's role would be to retake Ban 
Me Thuot, using the troops he still had in Konlum 
and Pleiku Province,, and the 22d Division from 
Binh Dinh Province- With Route l B cut in Pkiku 

and llinh Dinh, ami no way tii use Pontes 14 and 21 
through Darlae, General Phu had only raterprovn> 
cud Route 7B (LTL-7B) available to recover his 
Konlum-Pletku forces,, assemble Ihem in Khanh 
Hoa Province, and fight back along Route 21 into 
Baal Me Thuot. Although many hazards were dis- 
cussed, this approach *» accepted by ihe Presi- 
dent, and tk-ijcral 1'liu fit si haul to his. headquaileis 
to set the withdrawal in motion. ( American officials 
had no knowledge oMhc decision.) 

That night. 14 March, NVA uppers penetrated 
the Pleiku jrnmunilMin sliirapf aiea and hhu up 
1,400 rounds of lOS-mm hnwiuer shells. The de- 
ployments to Dartac had greatly weakened security 
in Pleiku, and General Phu had already ordered Ihe 
evacuation of all nonessential military personnel and 

dependents frcim Konlum and Pleiku I'olnnel Ciian. 
the aeiing commander of ihe bih Air Division at 
Pleiku r directed the evacuation from Pleiku Air 
Base, Brig. Gen, Tran Van Cam, the deputy com- 
mander for operjiiions, II Corps, wa» kfl in com- 
mand of force* in Plcitu Province Colonel Phatri 
Duy lat. command™ <il' II Corps Rangers, re- 
mained in Kuntuni Province in charge of ternunuh 
and three Ranger groups, the 6th, 22d, and 23d. 
General Phu moved his command post lo II Corps 
Rear al Nha trang and. surprisingly, replaced the 
captured Darlac Province Chief with Col I nnh 
Hoi* his own G-2. whose correct estimate of the 
NVA offensive he had so tragically rejected, He 
made one other significant announcement lo his staff 
before he left Pleiku: Colonel Tat w» promoted to 
brigadier general and would command the evacu*' 
lion of Konium and Pleiku down Route 7B to the 
coast at Tuy Hoa. Upon Ihe insistence of General 
Phu. Tal "» promotion was approved by Ptesident 
Thicu at Ilie tram Ranh meeting- 

Ai Ihe 23d Division's counterattack from Phut*.- 
An began on IS March, the 93d Infantry's situation 
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at the airfield we trim AUVN wildjcrs had with- 
stood nearly continuous artillery and mOMm tnnn 
hjrdnn.-ikt and had fckalL-n back successive assaults 

by the 21th NVA Regiment. But Ihe 316th NVA 
Division. riAviniy mov-L-d wiih great secrecy from 
North Vietnam, was pins*'*] tin attack tin; battered 
53d Infantry and Ranger* east of Ban Me Thuot- 

To block ihc 23d Division's couiitcraiuck from 
Phuoc An. General Dmip ordered the IChh NVA 
Division up From Quang Due The K>1 h mci the 
advancing 45 ih ARV'N Infantry and slopped il at 
the K* Nhiac River, >cii kilometers shaft of its 
planned lm* -up wiih tin- Md. I hc 2d Battalion. 45ih 
Regiment, was shattered in this fierce LTijyjieiiicni, 
and ilir ARVN counterattack become a withdrawal 
The division commander. Brig, Gen. Tuong. was 
slightly wounded IS bit helicopter received fire on 
10 March, Me hud himself cvacuuicd and command 
reverted to the senior colonel hi the Force, 
Colonel Doc. 

Behind the withdrawing survivors of the 23d 
Division, territorial from Khanh Hua were meeting 
stilT resistance at Khanh Duong, Fighting For the 
high ground overlooking ihe road to Nha Trang, 
(hey captured wnw enemy soldiers from i Lit- 25 ih 
Independent Regiment, which hod apparently 
slipped around the 23d Division at Phuoc An after 
failing 10 dislodge ihe 53d Infantry at Ihe Phung 

IliJC .n: ii> '.I 

The renewed NVA offensive in Da lac Province, 
Jed by ihe 10th Di vision aJong Route 21, pushed Ihe 
23d Division task force eastward, first back uo 
Phuoc An, then through Chu Kufc near ihe Khanh 
Hoa boundary. Finally, the 23d Division command 
post reached Khanh Duong and settled there to 
recover the remnants oF its battalions as they strag- 
gled in. Without rcsupply, the survivors of the 3d 
UatLahoii, 53d Infantry, on IB March gave up the 
airfield and btLra.ii a lOfluOUs withdrawal • .1 - ! v. 1 1 -.1 

On 21 March, what remained of the 23d ARVN 
Division was flown Ki tlic relative security of Cam 
Ranh. Hy 1hi* lime, the exodus from Pleiku was well 
under way. The enemy Mill held hi£.h ground m and 
around Khanh Duong on Roule 21, although the 2d 
and 3d Battalions of the 40th Rcgimem, 22d ARVN 
Division, had been moved from Binh Dinh Province 
10 reinforce the attack. The 3d Airborne Brigade, 
pulled out ot Quang Nam Province on presidential 
order* to become a reserve in Saigon, was. taken off 
it* ship* in Nha Tnmg and rushed to Khanh Duong 
lo halt the pursuing 10th NVA Division. Ohsiously, 
Ihe immediate tasks facing II Corps were to regroup 
its battered Forces, complete the evacuation from 
the highlands and >?op Ihe NVA advance on Roule 
21 at Khanh Duong. The counteroffenvive lo reenp- 
ture Ban Me Thuol would have 1o wail. 



Fxodui from the Highlands 

The evacuation of Soul h Wi namese force* from 

the highland province began tn jfjrcat strcrecy; t"!cii- 
eral Phu honed ihjt surprivr would make ii possible 
to reach Tuy Hoa before the enemy could discover 
and react to the movemenl. Accordingly, only a 
few staff officers und commanders were told of the 
plan in advance: the chiefs of ihc affected province*, 
K return. J'lriln, and I'hu Hon, found out abour ii 
when th«y saw ARVN units moving. The operation 
was prepared only in outline-, detailed orders were 
never drafted or issued. Not foreseeing the inevita- 
ble mass civilian exodus that would accompany the 
mdnary cntumn as soon a\ the [xipubii ion discov- 
lTi'l! what was jynny on, tidier al Phu madf no 

preparations io control the crowds which became 
entangled in combat formations, impeding their 
movement and ability to deploy and fight 

The only road available. Route Tfl, was a track 
southeast of Cheo Reo. overgrown with brush, with 
fords in disrepair and an important bridge OUtV 
Aware oF ihe rood's condition, General lliu pui ihe 
2 f >lh Engineer Cimup nt ihe sjiij?uaid. A Few mili- 
tary vehicles begun ihr journey to Phu Bon on 15 
March, bui the main body was scheduled to move 
over a four-day period, beginning on Ihe lnth, Two 
hundred to 250 trucks were to move in each eche- 
lon, and each echelon would he protected by a 
company of M-4X lanks 4if the 2l*t Tank Battalion. 
The Ranger Battalions of the five groups, still in 
Koniuiti and Plciku Provinces, together with one 
tank C4impjiiy, would be 1he rear guard, lo depart 
Pleiku on 19 March LogiMicd nnsts wiih jmmum, 
lion and Fuel trucks and wnt 4if the corps artillery 
were assigned to the First echelon, followed by more 
logistical and artillery units on 1 7 March The 11 
Corp* siakT, military police, and the balance of the 
44th Infantry would move the next day Territorial 
unils were supposed to provide security along ihe 
roule, in unrealistic mission since the province 
Chiefs w ere not issued orders. 

According to tilt- best recollections of I hose in- 
volved bi ihe operation — records are scarce, gener- 
al, and sometimes erroneous— ARVN military units 
in the withdrawal included the following: one bat- 
talion. *4th Infantry / ui Ranger Groups (eighieen 
hat ml ions) the 4ih (just arivod from JOS reserve. 
Saigon), Tth, and 25th Groups in Pleiku; the 6ih, 
22d, and 23d in Konlum /21st Tank Battalion J two 
battalions, 155-mm. howitzer / one battalion, D5-- 
mm gun (setF-pnopeHcd) / 20th Engineer Group 
{three combat battalion*, one float bridge «>mpany. 
and one fixed bridge company ) / 231st Direct Sup- 
port Group. 

Additionally, there were about 20,000 tons of 
Army and Air Force ammunition in Ihe sup pi s 
points, a 4V 1 1 is MiK'lt of fuels, and 60 days of 
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rations, Some UH-1 Ikdieopters and Tour CI 1-47 
helicopters were sent up front Military Region * to 
reinforce \ he -.1 Ait Division. C-IJO trunspoftf flew 
civilian and mihtaiy dependents out of Pleiku on lr> 
Much, but in enemy rocket attack closed I he air- 
field thai evening. 

The order* tot the military evacuation were 
issued on 16 March, [he 6ih Ranger Group, defend- 
ing the northeast senior above Konlum City, bad 
withdrawn to Pleiku City ihc day before- The 22d 

Add 2yd Ran^ci Ciioups Ironi norlh and nnnhwcsl 
of Konium pulled hack to Pleiku the itcJLl day, 
Observing the withdrawal,, trie Konlum province 
chief joined the stream of Iraffic flowing south and 
was killed in an jmtnish in (he Chu I'ao Pass. Ai ihn 
time, the small farce of ihc 44ih Infantry and the- 7th 
and 2Sih Ranger Groups were suit defend ing west 
of Pleiku, and pari of ihc 2 51 h was, under heavy 
attack at Thanh An, General an* m command 
of ihe wtl hd rawing troops, moved hit command 
pent id Cheo Rco. Altering the plan slightly, he 
took with him, in addition lo the engineers, one of 
hii Ranger groups This was a prudent modification, 
since ihc territorials were noi prepared in secure the 

i apilal Hit' road, or lhr engineer work mV Thai 
afternoon. 16 March, Cheo Rco was struck by 
enemy rockets in the first attack against the town 
since the NVA offensive began. The wiihdrawal 
had been discovered although ihis rocket ailnclc was 
probably carried mil coliuulinilulk by Uval fnrccs 

In discussing the final offensive. General Dung 
describes receiving the first report on 16 March— 
apparently the source was a Lummuiucalmni inter- 
cept — that II Corp* Headquarters had moved in 
forward command post to Nha Trang Later ihal 
day, an NVA observation post reported a long 
column ni' I nicks running south OTWard Fhfc BOO. 
Dung warned the 4} El Regimen I on Rouic 19, the 
.i20ih Division north of Ban Me Thuol on Route 14, 
and (he KHh Division on Route 21. that the 
kVNAl was making a major deployment and nil 
should be especially vigilant. Earlier he had asked 
about the condition of Route 7B and was told thai it 
could noi support military Iraffic past Cheo Rco 
Wiih ihe large ARV'N convoy moving mm ("hw 
Rco, Dun^i was iihi longci satisfied with this rc- 
iponse Disturbed to leam ihal ihe road was appar- 
ently usable and I hat Ihe >20th Division had not 
moved 10 block the column, berated ihc division 
commander for lauis an J ordered him lo attack the 
withdrawing column without further delay. 

Except Tor Ihc rocket attack on 16 March. Ihe 
NV'A did noi interfere wilh Hh* column in Phu Ikon 
and along Ihe road to Cheo Rco until IS March. Bui 
because 1 1 Corps engineers had not yet completed a 
ponloon bndge across (he Ea Pa River beyond 
CtWO ReO. several convoys were jammed in thai 
town and along the n\ad n> ihe souihcasi I ate on 



IS March, the 320th Division struck at Cheo Rco 
wiih artillery, mortar*, and infanlry, Military and 
civilian casualties wefe heavy and wounded si ill lay 
unattended on the si reels the nest morning. Aerial 

phohijir.iph', lalcax nn the n ii vr e. nl lhr l^lh 

showed artillery fire si ill falling in I he cilv ;n;il 
hundreds of vehicles, mans of ihcm damaged or 
destroyed, abandoned along Ihe road and in Ihe 
si reels of Cheo Reo. 

The convoy pressed on. fighting us it struggled 
-oulh Al mid-morning on l q March, the leading 
clement was at Ihe Con River, eight kilometer* cast 
of Cung Son and about iwo-lhirds of ihe distance 
from Cheo Km in Us dvstinjlion I ,i > I t.-.o Uul llic 
r i column Middled hack to Cheo Rco where 
refugees sllll streamed ihlough ibC deetfc-lillcred 
streets. Al a ford over ihe Ca l.ui River, 25 kilome- 
ters, northwest of Cong Son, a number of heavy 
vehicles became mired. A VNAF air strike contrib- 
uted to ihc carnage and confusion by mistakenly 
attacking a Ranger bail nl ion and decimating it. By 
this lime, Imk- mill ■•■■.h-\ or discipline remained. 
General Ta1 no longer had control of the withdraw- 
ing forces, .trisl 1he Isiuk b;Hl,slion commands r w,n. 
walking, no longer able to command his tanks al- 
though al least 10 M'4Hs sscic still operational As 
the head of the column reached ihe broad Song Ha, 
about K) kilometers cast of Cong Sim, II found thai 

Rome 711 had been so heavily mined by Koreans 
who had operated in the area that it was impractical 
lo clear Ihe route. Instead, the engineers were or- 
dered lo bridge the Song Ua and divert the column 
lo local Kouic 4.16, which followed the south hank 
of ihe river ui Tuy Hoa. Anticipating this niovc- 
OsM, ihe enemy set up five road-blocks along Route 
-136 in a isso kill nuclei stretch cast of the Song Ba 
crossing, stopping Ihe movement of bridge sections 
from Tuy Hoa lo Ihe crossing The 206th RF battal- 
ion, one of the best territorial uniK. was 1 hen-fore 
ordered lo attack through the roadblocks from ihe 
c:is1. win U' Ihe Ulh U.u\\p.cr llatlalnm, w. nh IhVUlt 
personnel carriers, would att.uk from the west after 
finding ibe -S)np. Ila 

On 20 March, heavy trucks and tanks tore up ihe 
ford on the Song Ba so badly that pierced-sleel- 
planking had lo be placed on the bollom This was 
delivered by ihe CH-4T*. which alw began flying in 
bridge scciions to the site about 1,500 meters down- 
stream from the ford. 

f)n 21 March, [He column was concentrated 
around ihe ford and bridge sstcs t-.i-i of Cong S<m. 
but the Ranger rear guard was badly split back at 
Cheo Rco The 6th, 7th, and 22d Groups had most 
of their ballalums past the Ca I ui cursing, hul Ihe 
4th, 23d, and 2Sth were trapped behind ihe J2CMh 
NVA Division, advancing on Cong Son. On 22 
March, elements of the Mth Regiment, J20lh NVA 
Division, attacked hliKjling posalions established by 
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Ihc 6th Hanger Group *cM ml" Cong Snn. and 
AKVN engineers LxMnpfclctl ihc bnd^r over ihc 
Song Ba. In a. rush to cross, the bridge was aver- 
loaded ind ■ section collapsed. But ihc engineers 
quickly repaired ihc span, and many vehicles 
ck*r«d ihc mirth hank of the river [hit day ud 
■tight, only to face enemy blLnilunK po*i lions along 
Roule 436 in My Thanh Tay Village 

While I he 35th and 51st Ranger Battalions Fought 
as ■ rear guard in a narrow defile about seven 
kilometer* northwwl of Cong Son, the 34lh Rang' 
en continued the attack cslM on Koule 43b Hi clear 
■he roadblocks. By ihis nrnc, the 6th Ranger Group 
battalion* were the only cohesive fighting units in 
ihc column, 3 of IB hallahons lhal began Ihe long 
march through 1ne I'hu lion gaunilvi 

I tic )i\b and list K.mgicn repulsed a strong 
attack by the b4lh NY A Kc^nnciil m\ ihc ntplil nl 
23 March, killing SO and taking IS weapons. These 
Iwo hnltalions had mustered a force of 15 M-41 hghl 
tanks. 9 M-48 medium tanks, 1 1 105-mm howitzers,, 
and 2 tS^mm. howit«™ Two CrM7* kepi the 



Rangers supplied with rations and ammunition as 
ihes Irll hack ihrough t"ini|? Son Reinforced by 
two tank companies, the 32(hh NV'A Division 
pushed into Cong Son behind the withdrawing nih 
Ranger Group late on 24 March. 

Ms- -an while, the J4lh llattalion continued 1he 
attack against ihe hlncking posiiums disposed in My 
Thanh Tay Village. Even though bad weather pre- 
vented air support, ihc Rangers reduced position 
after position By 25 March they had broken the last 
position and led the shattered column into Tuy Hoa 
Now hardly more than a company in strength, the 
.Mlh Hatlaluin then lurried around Hi guard Ihe 
western approaches m Tuy Hisn. 

Eventually, about 60.000 refugee* from the high- 
land* straggled into Nha Trang, but at least 100,000 
remained siranded in western Phu Yen Province 
withnui fiind. *n1cr. or medical assistance One of 
ihe most poorly executed withdrawals in the war. 
and certainly the most tragic, hul ended. The >20ih 
NVA Division continued its inexorable march In 
the sea and by 31 March had Tuy Koa under fire 
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The Final Offensive 
in the North 

The Offensive Nnr|h of Rink IJinJi 

Campaign 275 in the Central Highland* wi» Ike 
main effort 01 * country-wide offensive coordinated 
by I he North Vietnamese high command with con- 
siderable precision. Coincident u,uh the Miri of the 
Ban Me Thuot campaign on Ji March, the NVA 
attacked the three northern province* of South 
Vietnam's Military Region I. Quang Tn, Thu* 
Thien. and Quang Nan. In Quang Tin strong at- 
tacks duL not ii ,n.i I .jjyi liter- In Quang 
Ngai. the enemy's offensive w delayed, apparcnil> 
by in aggressive RVSAF clearing operation, 
QllVET THANH A-1-T5 in Nghta Hanh District The 
4i h lni.inir> K Foment, 2d ARVN Division, svas 
involved in sharp fighting there on b and 7 March, 
and enemy casualties were substantial. 

Initially, the strongest at tot k in Quang Tri Prov- 
ince struck territorial outposts and strong points in 
the foothills and (he hamlets of the coastal lowland* 
The 1 10th ARVN RF Battalion held its ground in 
the southwest scuior of the province again*! a 
strong NVA infantry assault moderate casualties 
were sustained bj r both *tdcs. Hy K March. NVA 
and local VC were in com ml of seven hamleti in 
Mai Lang District and tn southern Quang Tn and 
northern Ihua Thien. and refugees streamed south- 
ward, until nearly the entire population of (Jiving 
Tri Province, as many as 10CMXXJ, traselk-d the r.'ad 
to Hue. 

With taOlu and armored personnel Carmen, an 
ARVN task force composed, of the tith Airborne 
Hatfalion. the ll?1h J mi t2<Uh Hi Efciltatiohv ,md 

tie 921*1 RF Company, succeeded in driving the 
enemy ffi™ nearly aJI populated areas by afternoon 
on 9 March Communm catuuhie* ^cre heavy and 
ARVN losses few in this opening phase. 

The North Vietnamese infill rated and attacked 
villages in the coastal lowland* of The* Thien. as 
they had in Quang Tn. and vigorously assaulted 
RVNAF regulars prelecting the approaches lo Hue 



Southeast of Hue regiments of the NVA J24B Divv 
ston began the Thua Thien campaign attacking 
along an eight kilometer sector in the early morning 
of 8 March. Supported hy intent artillery concen- 
trations, enemy tnfanlry swarmed over the »ur- 
rounding hills The 2d Battalion, 1st ARVN Infan- 
iry Regiment, held on Hill 121. but the I si Battalion, 
111 Infantry, wu shattered and driven from Hill 224. 
The Zd Battalion, S4th Infantry, was Initially forced 
io give ground but recovered Ms position* on Hill 
|44 on 1 March The Reconnaissance Company of 
1he 1st ARVN Division was forced from Hill 50 
southwest of Nm Hong 

Brig Gen. Nguyen Van Diem, commanding the 
I si ARVN Division, reacted by dispatching ihe 
1 5th Ranger Group svilh the Mil and <Hih Ranger 
Ballalion* to reinforce tbr line arid recover lost 
position*. The hi si was ambushed en route, sus- 
tained moderate lows, but recovered to Join the 
-*-lih In a counterattack on 10 March The neal day. 
i he firvl firm evidence (a prisoner of war) appeared 
thai the J25th NVA Division had moved south and 
was tn position to join ihe attack in Phu Loc Dis- 
trict 

At least 20 tanks accompanied the NVA assault in 
Ihe Song Bo corridor where the Mnrmr Division 
had its 147th Brigade of five battalion*— ihe id. 4th, 
5th, and 7th Marines and the 13£hh RF Battalion. 
The atti cl a c i ' i ■ - 1 - - ■ I for two day* and one marine 
posit inn was lost but the 4th Marine Battalion re- 
covered it on 11 March. In tsvo days of heavy 
fighting, with moderate marine casualties,, ihe 147th 
Hngade killed more than 200 enemy, destroyed tWO 
unks and damaged seven, and captured many weap- 
ons 

Just as the attacks in the forward areas were 
stronger Hi Thua Then ihan id Quang Tri, so were 
ihe invasions inio ihe populated lowlnnds, A battat- 
inn of ihe 6th NVA Regiment infiltrated through 
Phu Loc, and two of its companies seized 12 fishing 
boats, which ferried I hem across Dam Cau Hat Bay 
to Vinh loc District. There they attacked Vinh 
Hicn Village on the southern tip of the island and 
swept north to attack Vinh Giang S<ime of the 
battalion pushed into Phu Thu District east of Hue. 
The 8th Airborne Battalion, reinforced with two 
companies of ihe 1st Ballalion. J4ih Infantry, and a 
troop of armored cavalry, moved agairisi ihe enemy 
Kjttjlroii and h.id ly mauled and dispersed il 1 in It- 
March a unit of the 54th ARVN Infantry ambushed 
a remnant of Ihe battalion south of Hue. killing ihe 
battalion commander, his staff anu m< " n Five 
prisoners laken by the 54th Infaniry said thai the 
population pave I hem no support, and only 33 Dm, 
mosl's v, uunilrct. rnruirieil iihve in their battalion 

Other intrusion* into the lowlands sverc made in 
Quang Dien iind Phone Hu n C">i>lri-. l^ northwest .if 
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Hue [nfiUraIin,ii NVA I roops, nkuslJy from ihc 4(h 
Independent Regiment, were also quickly clinnriai- 
cJ by South Vietnamese cuuiiicrallucks. 

South of the Hat Vin Pass, NVA sappers, pwic 
irated Da Nang on 8 March and fired rocket gre- 
nade* itiCl> siibsithvjcier offices of Hoa Vang Dis- 
Inti A heavy rocket attack on Da Sang Air il^«e 
on II March destroyed a new P-5E fighter-bomber 
Meanwhile, artillery-supported infantry assault; 
were launched against ARVN Id Infaniry iJiviwm, 
Airborne Division, and tcrrilorial positions, frurn 
l>ai Loc to Que Son Nearly all NVA assaults were 
re pel led with heavy enemy losses, but uppers were 
■hie 10 get through and blow the mam bridge on 
Route- 340 north of Dai Loc. 

'1 In- siiuaimn m Quang I m Province was more 
vnouv Long-capcc-tcd NVA blows, against the hill 
Jimi ids of Tien Phuoc and Hau Due finally fell on 
10 March. Two battalions of the 3 lit NVA Rcgv 
menl. 2d Division, attacked Tien Phm* from the 
nonh and we»t. whdc clement* of the tsa NVA 
Regiment sjmck from ihc couth and southeast In 
Hau Due. another battalion of the i\U NVA Regi- 
ment, with supporting local forces, overran the lD2d 
RF Battalion. Refugees from both dfertfict* began 
breaming into Tam Ky. the province capital, which 
itself was hit by NVA 122-mm. okU-k .mi II 
M.Lr.h I he major RVNAF base at Chu Lai also 
received a racket bombardment 

Remnants of the 11 tub and l)Jih Ml- imitations, 
decimated in Tkxj Phuoc, akui draggled eastward 
toward Tam Ky, The Ittlh RF HjiuIioh Ivfi ih 
positions on Hw Quan Mountain cut id l ien Phucx: 
.in. J uiihdrcw inward l.iiti Ky, bui left I'oui huwir 
/<-i\ to i he enemy. The Id Battalion, 5ih ARVN 
Infaniry, with the 115th RF Battalion, counterat- 
tacked si My Mountain, Ihc lost important high 
ground on Route 5J1 between Tom Ky and Tien 
fhuoe. and Tcgainrd ihc posiHon. »nty in he il riven 
uff again h> intense artillery fire. 

General Nhut, commanding 1 he 2d ARVN Divi- 
sion, organized ■ relief column to push out from 
Tattl Ky and proicci the withdrawal of the termoro 

ajj. Bod Civilians from I'kh IIililm: the enemy, 

however, held ihe high ground overlooking the 
column's approach, including a prominent hill 
called Nui Ngoc, On II March the RVNAF 
column, composed of the J?th and i*HU Ranger 

Hallaliom and ihc 1st Battalion. Slh Infantry, 2d 
ARVN Division, stalled shori or Nui Ngoc. 

On 12 March. General Nhut wnl (he 5th Infantry 
Regiment from Quang NgjL Province and deployed 
it west of Tam Ky. lu three battalions «crc hi 
depth along Route 533, the forward element* jusJ 
east of My Mountain Two RF battalions, 1he 115th 
and 1,15th. were north of the 5th Infaniry. between 
Route 51.1 and the Ranger task force below Nui 
Ngoc. The 2 1 it Ranker Bailalion was behind the 
I35lh RF. west of Tam Ky. Thus. General Nhut 



had nine battalions west of Tam Ky. a* a stump 
enemy was about i" continue ihc attack toward thai 
city. Furthermore, Tan Ky was now within range 
of the enemy's light artillery. 

Meanwhile, in l>a Nang, General Truong was 
facing an even more serious problem. On 12 March. 
he received ihe JGS order to pull the Airborne 
DivLuLMi Out of ihe Mile and start It moving to 
Saigon. The deployment was to begin on 17 March 
General Truong immediately called General Vicn 
to protest the decision hul teamed that President 
1 hieu had personally directed Ihe deployment so 
that Ihe Airborne Division could paitn.ipj.ii- in ihc 
offensive to retake Ban Me Thuwi General Vien 
Mid t Il-iiitj] 1 rwing thai, if ptiuiblc. two battalions 
of the new 46Hih Marine hriyjdc and a Ranger 
group would be sent Nonh to replace ihe Airborne 
Division. 

To adjust to the 1i»vs id ihc Airborne Division, 
(iencral Truing decided to pull live Marine Divi- 
umi out of Quang Tn and northern Thua Thien 
Provinces and shift n ■-■ •■i\\> lo cover Pbu Loc 
District and Da Nang. The IMh Ranker Group 
would nmve north lo relieve the marines an 13 
March ihily one marine brigade, ihc one in F'liu 
Loc. windd fcn»ain in -r 1 h of (lie HaJ Van Pass. 

General Nhui would be ordered lo pull one regi- 
ment out of the Quyet Thing operation in Nghw 
Hanh to reinforce the defense of Tam Ky. 1 bis 
order effeclively cancelled the successful ARVN 
offensive in central Quang Np 1 "- Funhcfmor*, Gen- 
eral Nhut was told to defend Tam Ky at ibout the 
positions his forward battalions ihen occupied, such 
defense in effect ending ihe opexajion 10 return 10 
|iL-n fliutic | Corps was to defend Hue and Da 
Nang, cvnt if it had to give up Quang Tn, Quang 
Tin. and Quang Ngai Province. General Truong 
and General Thi agreed, however, thai their ability 
lo hold Hue after Ihe Manne Division moved vuiih 
wot questKmablc indeed. 

General Truong flew lo Saigon on 13 March to 
pari icipaie in a secret meeting wiih President Thktt, 
Prime Minister Khiem. and General Vicn during 
which Truong w-as Inld aboul ihc evacuation from 
ihc bi^lujnds and ordered lo prepare d plan for the 
eventual cvucuaiion of Miliiary Region I Me also 
was permitted to delay the first airborne brigade's 
departure to IS March and the rest of ihc division 
unlil J I March. The President's reavmin^ was thai 
Da Sang was nuist miporliiiit hul ihal ihe test I'd ihc 
region could Ik- sacrificed. He would send ihc >lri>,tli 
Marine Brigade north to help defend Da Nang as 
soon as the Airborne Division arrived in Saigon. 
This disown ".at. mi*] to the defense i>f Military 
Regions ) and 4. without which ihe Republic could 
no longed survive 

More disquieting news reached Genvral r rwsng 
after his meeting with President Thkeu. NVA at- 
tacks in southwestern Quang Tn ftvyn k w had 
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overrun Iwo RF strongpowts on the western fUnk 

of 1he M> C'hanh t.me. Farther south, in lhe Soii|r. 
Bo corridor, ihe -lih and Sih Marine Battalion* 
fought off strong, attack* in the 147th Marine Bri- 
gade's sector In 1he 1st ARVN Division's sector, 
two bin tahons of ihc 3d Infantry were forced from 
Ihc Fire Support Base Bastogne area but regained 
mem of iheir positions in a counterattack the follow- 
ing day. Heavy fighting continued viuthwtst of 
Tarn Ky. RF posiiions wcil- crumbling, and NVA 
lank* were Sighted approaching from east of Tien 
PbwX The 3d Battalion, 5lh Infantry, and the J7lh 
Hunger Battalion were both locked in close comhat 
and in danger of being overrun 

On 14 March, General Truong met with General 
THi, ctwiunanding I Corps troop* in Quang Tn and 
Thua Thien Provinces, and General l_sn, the 
Marine Division commander, to explain hi* concept 
for the final defense nf IJj Nan jr. He would pull all 
combat finee* mto Quang Nam and defend Da 
Naisg wilh lhe Isl, Vl, anJ Marine OlMMons nil I inl- 
and ihc 2d Division tn reserve. But this, deployment 
would be approached gradually as divisional troops 
were relieved in Quang Tri jwi£ l?ma I Iik-ii I'n -v 
incca and terrain in the southern part of the region 
wnt j ban dinted i iiiiL-r.il T [uirtiir ordered the imme- 
dial? evaluation of all military units, including the 
bSth Ranger Battalion at Song Kb and the nQth 
Ranger Battalion a1 Tra Bong, and all civilians m 
horh .in-js u ho wanted to leave 

On IS Match, ihe Uih Ranger Group was to 
begin the relief of ihe J69th Manne Brigade in 
Quang Tri Province. While one marine brigade 
would remain in [he Song Bo Valley for the defense 
of Hue, the 369th Marine Brigade would deploy in 
Dai l-Oc District in Quang Mam Province, and 
relieve Ihe 3d Airborne Brigade for movement to 
Saigon. Generals Truong and Thi anticipated a nu^ 
civilian exodus from Quang Tri as soon as the 
people saw that Ihc marines were leaving, and he 
directed his staff tt> prepare plans to assist tin- rel'u 

Meanwhile, General Truong ordered General 
Nhui of ihe 2nd Division lo twp his ftth Infantry 
Regiment south of Nghia Hanh, town to protect 
Quang Ngai City. The NVA attacked strongly 
throughout Quang Ngai on 14 and I?- March, over- 
running outposts all around Ihe province capital 
Quang Ngai territorials, never strong, had been 
wakened further by the departure of ihe Jth 
ARVN Regiment for Quang Tin Province and the 
shift of most of the 4th ARVN Regiment to Id 
Division reserve in Chu Lai. Only two regular 
battalions, the ?Oth Ranger and the 3d Battalion of 
the 4rh Infantry, remained south of Mo Due: only 
ihrcr RF battalion* between Mo Due and the Binh 
Dtnh boundary, In the northern lectors, on the 
night of 13-16 March, an NVA attack destroyed 



five PF platoons north of Binh Son and closed 
Route 1 to the Quang Tin boundary. 

In Quang Tin, the Wa attacked north of Tarn 
Ky close Co National Route 1 and overran an RF 
tympany nonh of the city on IS March. When the 
NVA also iiTut-k west of Tarn Ky. the 5th ARVN 
Infantry Regimen I ui»d ihe Uih ttan^i-r (pToupfcll 
back and the 3 ?lh Ranger Satiation was routed. 

While a collapse was imminent in the region's 
I wo southern provinces* Ihe shifting of unto* in 
Quang Tri Province was proceeding on sebedulc. 

Ihe Mlh Hanger tiroup established itl Command 

post at Hai Lang and sent its 77lh, 7ftth, and 79lh 
Ranger Battalions Forward to replace Ihe 369th 
Manne Brigade, which began moving south 10 re- 
lieve the Airborne Dt visum m Qiunjt Nam As ihe 

Marines left, they tOOl the eon rage and morale nf 

the icrriiLvriah, and civilians of Quang Tri with 
them, even though the last pockets of enemy infil- 
trators in the lowlands had been eliminated by 16 
March. 

While this relief wa* going on. a falher from the 
1 01 si Regiment, 32St h NVA Division, was being 
interrogated tn Phu Loc. His testimony confirmed 
the presence of the entire 325th Division in win hern 
I hua I hi: ■- ii Province, supported by the S5-mm and 
130-mm gun* of the HJth Artillery Regiment At 
least two infantry regiments, the 18-th mid the 10 1st, 
were within easy sinking liistance of Phu Loc as of 
I) Mareh. 

The Marine Brigade pulled out of Quang 

Tn to relieve the Airborne bngnde m southern 
Thua Thien on 1? March. The Marine Diviskm 
command po*i was set up at Marble Mountain Air- 
field on the beach east of Da Nang on IB March 
while the 2d Airborne Brigade moved to the Da 
Naag docks for shipment to Saigon, 

To support the defense of D* Nang. General 
Truong ordered the 173-tnm. gun batteries north or 
ihe II ji Van Pass to begin moving to Da Nang 
along with a company of M-48 tanks These depUis 
merits, ordered on IS March, would leave two com- 
panies of M~4B tanks of the 20ch Tank Squadron in 
Thua linen The neat day. NVA tanks attacked 
across the cease-fire line in Quang Tri. 

The evacuation of Son Ha and Tra Bong got 
under way on 16 March a* two CrM? helicopter* 
began lifting out civilians. The military — the 68th 
Ranger rtaiiahon, 17 RF platoons, and over 400 
PSDF soldiers — were flown to Son Tinh, north of 
Quang Ngai City. Many of the 12.000 residents of 
Tra Bong began moving along the road io Etmh 
Son, protected by the &9lh Raiders. Al*o in the 
column were a hatters- of territorial artillery, an RF 
company, 22 PF platoon* and 600 PSDF militia. As 
ihc 2)-kilomctcr trek began, Ihe NVA attacked out- 
posts north of Binh Son and severed Route 1 be- 
tween that town and Chu Liu NVA artillery 
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shelled Binh Son causing lighi cm ban casualties 
while enemy infantry wiped out several ouiposts 
»j(h in Sun Tilth District. Meanwhile, General 
Nhm moved lhc 2d Battalion, 6th Infantry, from 
Nghia Huh lo lhc western edge of (Juang Nigai 

North of the Hai Vu Pan. in Phu Loc District of 
Thin Tfckn Province, lhc 15th Ranker Group eon* 
tmucd 10 restore ARVN control in the Nui Bong 
sector on 1 7- IB March General Thi moved two M 

48 link, companies of Ihe 20lh Squadron 1mm north 

of Hue 10 wuih of the city. 

On It March. Prime Minister Khiem flew lo Da 
Nang. Drastic measure* to adjust lhc country's De- 
fense* to conform lo the new national strategy were 
under way in the highland*. The grcai, ira^ic 

cwxlus from Plrilu and Kiinlum had Started, I ml 

"■^f>di*""f event* were rapidly overtaking lhc strat- 
egy. The goal wai to hold a truncated Vietnam with 
its northern frontier anchored al H-in Me Thuoi. but 
to do that required salvaging the nation*, miliiary 
strength now under ws-*g< fl.ttiu.-t from Phu Bon to 
Quan( Tri. Tri Tim had fallen north of Saigon, and 
ihe NVA offensive was gathering momentum in 
Tay Ninh. Long Khanh, and Binh Tuy Province*. I 
Carps had already given up one of its. strongest 
division*, lhc Airborne. 10 bolster the defer*: of 

-Saigon, and Prime Minister Kliitim's mtssinn Was EO 
u»» lhc impact of Hi loss, discus* the rapidly 
changing situation with General Truong, and advise 
President Thicu on what part of Military Region I 
could be defended with the forces available 

The Pfime Minister made il clear 1m General 
I ruling thai no additional lroops would he sent IO 
his corps; (he promised new marine brigade would 
remain in 1he defense or the capital. He told General 
Truong that Ihe >d Airborne Brigade hid been 
diverted al Nha Trang and sent to block the NVA 
advance at Khanh [)ulmi|^. I hi' tl-^I ol I he di visum 

would proceed to Saigon. He also promised to send 
a staff lo Da Nang, representing all interested minis- 
1rie*, to assist in handling the monumental refugee 
problems that were developing in the region, 

While 111 Da Nang, Prime Minister Klin-ni liv 
tened to briefing!! by the five province chief* and 
Ihe mayor of Da Nang The mayor told him that 
civilian morale was very low, that many families 
had already gone 10 Saigon, and that the lack of 

support by lhc Urn led States at this cnlteal time ^:ss 

deeply felt by the people. The Quang Nam Province 
chief. Colonel Pham Van Chung, told him thai 
morale among his troops was still good, but the 
people were very worried about the departure of 
the Airborne DivitJoi. The report* from Ouang 
Ngad and Quang Tut, by Colonel* Dao Mong Xuan 
and Le Van Ngoc, were grim; Ihe territorials had all 
hul given up, and were deserting in large numbers. 
Units were below half strength The Quang Tri 
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province chief, Colonel Do Ky. gave a similar 
report, almost alt civilians had left the province, 
morale was low and ihc tL-rnioruJs Li.nkl not be 
eipecicd to offer Mriioui resistance lo an attack now 
1 hat [lie Miffcning presence of Ihc marines had been 
removed. Colonel Nguyen Huu Due of Thus. Thien, 
unduly optimistic, said Iha1 although people were 
beginning to leave Hue in large numbers his lerrilo* 
rial* were in good spirits and would fight. 

The Fnmc Vfmisier left for Saigon, and the nest 
day General I nning returned tile visu Hl- was 
dircv'led lit shtp lhc evaluation of Hue unci to 
defend enclave* at Hue, Da Nang, Chu Lai, and 
Duang Ngm City- tic could, when forced, surrender 
Chu I M Jtid Owinp Ngni. but he was to defend Hue 
and Da Nang al all cost* 

When General Truong returned to his headquar- 
ters on JO Starch, he turned around the displacing 
175-mm. ftaitirncs moving hi Da Nang and slopped 
Mil- evacuation of ammunition from Hue. The Impe- 
rial City would be defended despite the fact that 
enemy artillery had. on Iv March, already struck 
inside ihe Citadel and Highway I was clogged with 
the southbound traffic nf thousands of refugee*. 

The contracted organization for Ihc defense of 
Hut. under the command of General Thi, was di- 
vided between the deputy commander or Ihe 
Marine Division, Col. Tri, who was responsible 
north of Hue, and the 1st Division commander. 
Brig. Gen. Nguyen Van Diem, south of the city 
Colonel Tn's outposts, were jum inside ihe U»ua 
Thten-Quang Tn boundary, nearly JO kilometer* 
northwest of Hue Here, under the direct command 
of the 14th Ranger Group, were ihe 77th Ranger 
Battalion, seven Kf haiiahons. and a triKip uf ar- 
mored personnel earner* of the l?ih Armored Cav- 
alry Squadron. The four marine hallahiins of ihe 
1471 h Brigade were in the vital Bo Corridor, w nhm 
light arliMery rari^c of ihc Citadel, while the 78th 
and 79th Ranger butlalkius Were Oil OUtDOSt* It) 

kilometer* west of lite marines. South of Ihe ma- 
r mts, on ihc high ground at Fire Support Base 
Lion— alto called Nui Gio — was the 51 si Infanlry, 
lit Division, with two of its baltaJions. 

General Uinm's rirsTxntsibiliiy l>cgaii wimlh west of 
hi* Sl»t Infantry, which wa* attached to Colonel 
Tri 1 * command. Use 3d ARVN Infantry Regimen 1, 
with two battalion*, held the high ground around 
Fire Support Base Birmingham, above Ihe Song 
Huu Trach, soulh of Hue, iiast of the 3d Infantry, 
Ihe 54lh Infanlry with two of i1s baHalion* defended 
the Mo I au Mxlor. while the reinforced 1st Infanlry 
Rcgimcm csicinh'd 1 hi.- line *outheu*i 10 lhc Nui 
Bong area The 1st Infantry had. in addition to it* 
nwn three battalion*, one hatlalion of the 31*1 Infan- 
try, a company uf M -tS tanks, and a troop of 
arnwiicd personnel carriers The ISih Ranger 
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OtOVp. wilh its three battalions, and one battalion of 
ihe id Infantry, dug in on the hills above Highway 
1 west of Phu Loc District Town. The 2Stth 

Marine Brigade, wilh Iwo ballahons, also hi-j: 
Phu Loc Town, while ihc 9l4th RF Group of three 
ballalkm* guarded the Hai Van Pass.. 

Shortly after General Truong returned from 
Saigon on 20 March he learned i hai the situation in 
northern Quiiig Tin, which had been bleak on In 
March when ihe enemy pounded Thang Binh Dis- 
trict Town wilh artillery and overran oulposls 
southwest of the village, now looked belief- Two 
battalions of ihe 3d ARVN Division, tent from 
i.,>ii.u..: Nam Province, joined two RF battalions in a 
counterattack causing high enemy casualties in 
lough fighting east of Thang Binh 

The prospect* m Tam Ky. however, were nm 

Casnrabli'. ilispiti- the efforts nf ihc Jld ARVN Divi- 
sion to concentrate forces there for its defense. The 
city was struck by heavy rocket fire on 21 March 
On thai day, Ihc 4th Infantry Kcgunenl moved its 
command port to Tarn Ky from Quang Ngai, ibe l« 
Battalion, nth Infantry, moved in from Binh Son 
District, and ihe 9 loth RF Group headquarters 
moved down from Thang Binh with the 135th RF 
Battalion 

The situation in Qvniig Ngai Province was he- 
dmiing dcspccnlc allhou^h clement* of the 4th 
AR VN Inraniry succeeded in opening Highway 1 in 
Binh Son District, But west of Binh Son, the NVA 
struck Ihe long column of refugees and military 
fleeing from Tra Boqg: the Wth Rangers were am- 
bushed jaiid diapcraed- The NVA ailacb irtglh of 
Due Pho cut Highway 1. isolating Sa Huynh and 
the two battalions defending it, Ihe 70th Ranger and 
137lh RF Battalions. The next day, General Truong 
gave General Nhul authority to consolidate his 
forces anyway he could tr> preserve comhiii 
strength 

After NVA tank* and infantry had crossed the 
cease-fire line in Quang Tri Province on I* March, 
they rolled steadily south against ihc dsirUegraling 
resistance of list terriKnuls until M l;, reached the 
My Chanh Line at the boundary of Thua Thien 
Province. Here Ihe advance halted while the at- 
tackers wailed for Ihc next phase to begin. It started 
VMM and south of Hue early on ihe morning of 21 
March when the lead battalions of the 324B and 
325lh NVA Diviiioca> together wilh the indepcnd- 
enl Tri-Thien Regimen!., wilh heavy artillery sup- 
port. assaulted RVNAF position* from (he 9o Cor- 
ridor to Phu Loc. Heavy artillery (ire fell on Hue 

The My Chanh line was quiet, and Ihe al tacts 
ag.vust Ihe Murines in the Bo Valley were repulsed 
with heavy enemy kmc*. But the Fhu Loc sector, 

taking the brunt of the allack by the 324B and 325th 
Divisions, began to crumble early. In the area of the 
III ARVN Infantry, ihe 18th NVA Regiment, 323th 



Division, supported by Ihe 99th Artillery Regiment, 
cook Hill 350 and drove on lo assault Nui Bong. 
Although the mountain changed hands three times 
that afternoon, ihe 2d Battalion, 1st ARVN Infan- 
try', controlled il on 12 March. Other formations of 
the 325lh. notably ihc 101st Regiment, forced Ihe 
60th Ranger Battalion, 1 5th Group, from Hill 500 
west of Phu Loc, and supporting artillery interdict- 
ed Highway L A stream of refugees, began piling up 
along the rtiad northwest of Phu Loc. By evening, 
however, one lane was opened for traffic to Da 
Nang. 

To the wesl. in the hill* around Mo Tau, the 271st 
Independenl Regimen I and ihe 29rli Regimenl L jf 
■he 304th Division, both operating under the 324th 
Division, attacked the ?4ih ARVN Infantry and 
were repelled A prisoner from Ihe 271st said I hat 
casualties in his regiment were very heavy, lhal ihe 
°th BaltalHiu was nearly destroyed. 

NVA attacks continued all along the Thua Thien 
front on 11 March An ARVN counterattack lo 
recapture Kill 224, a key position in the Mo Tau 
lector, failed. The population, of Hue had declined 
to only 50,000. and the Hai Van Pass was clogged 
with desperate people trying to escape. Da Nang 
was inundated by a tragic Hood of humanity. City 
police on 21 March estimated moro ih.jn 100,000 
refugees, and 1 hey were still coming The rmnisicnnl 
deV^atum promised by Prime Minister Khirm final' 
ly arrived mi the 22d. hut il could offer little help 
since there was not enough rice to be bought on the 
Da Nang market. 

The officiil count of refugees, in 11* Nang, hascd 
upon police regis! ration*, w*» 121,000 by nightfall 
on 2J March. The unofficial estimate by the U.S. 
Consul General was 400,000. All ihe necessities of 
life were missing or rapidly disappearing: food, sani- 
tation, housing, and medical care On 24 March, ihe 
government began moving refugees- south on every 
available txlal and ship. Thousand* made it, hut 
many more did not. Fortunately, NVA attacks in 
Quang Nam Province were largely blunted by Ihe 
3d ARVN Division and lemtonal troops; security, 
although relative, was better ".n Hj \";inp tlian any- 
where else m Military Region 1. 

Southwest or Tarn Ky in Quang Tin Province, 
the 2d Baltalion, 5th ARVN Regiment, had been in 
he as y somh.it since 12 March. Starting the cam- 
paign wilh men. ihr battalion On 22 March was 
down to only 130, after heavy casualties and many 
daemons. General Nhul replaced it wilh Ihe 2d 
Battalion, 4th Infantry, committing the 4th Tnfanlry 
Regiment soulhweat of Tarn Ky logclhrr wilh I wo 
battalions of the 3th Regiment and a company of 

tanks and sending, lite 1st Battalion, tilh Regiment, 
from Tarn Ky to assist in the defense of Chu Lai. 
The 12th Ranger Group remained on Tarn Ky's 
northwest perimelcr, 
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March. Sappers breached Ihe perimeter and by mid- 
morning were in I he center of I he cdy, blowing up 
ihc power plant. Artilkry fire wis intense •& along 
■he Isnc and by ncxin lank* and infanLr} biuki: 
through in RF ballalton ivnd ihc id Ballalion,. 5ih 
Infanlry I lul .LftcincMifi ihc Lily Was lost, and Gen- 
eral Truong ordered General Nhu1 to puli his forces 
out or Tarn K y and assemble I hem for ihc defense of 
Chu Lai, By this urnr, however, General Nhut DQ 

Innjjer kid enough eotilful of like \H nation Of of lit* 

units to comply fully with these orders. He managed 
lo gel the headquarters and one ballalion of the 4th 
Infantry. pli» some scattered frig-men ti of other +1h 
Regiment units, moving toward Chu Lai that eve- 
ning. Two battalion! of the 4th kcjrimciil, wallclcd 
in ihc assail h a ho, were assembling for the march 
south. Units on the northwest perimeter including 
Ihc dispened 1 2 Lh Ranger Group and the staff 1 of 
Ihc deputy commander, 2d Division, were forccnl lii 
withdraw mirth inward Quang Nam. malting it m 
Fire Suppori Base Baldy jiist inside the Quang Nam 
boundary on Route I . 

General Truong also ordered the evacuation of 
.dl for^s iiHJ.uriii NfMi Province; ihe> were also Li 
assrtnhle for ihc defense c*f Chu Lai- The feasahitiiy 
of this task was strained by NVA sappers who blew 
an important bridge on Highway t between Quang 
Ngai and Chu Lai, 

Meanwhile, north of the Hat Van Pass, territorials 
oft the My Chanh Line withdrew without order* «1 
23 March Hie front in the Nui Hting-Trum Rivet 
sector stabilized, however, and ARVN engineers 
blew the bridge on Highway I east of Loc Son to 
prevent NVA tanks from advancing toward Hue 
rimn Phu 1 m. On March, after receiving the 
rL-rhul nf ihe collapse id ihe My Chanli Line. ( i: ru r 
al Truong met with hb oommaiidrrs- Ci Literal Thi, 
Maj. Gen. Lan, Maj. Gen. Hoang Van Lac. (deputy 
commander of Military Region I |, and lit Air Divi- 
sion commander. Brig, Gen, Nguyen Due Khunh 

The 41Jth RF Group had started the unauthor- 
ized withdrawal from the My (Thanh, and the tern- 
torwls refused lo snip at the nc*1 delaying position 
near Phong Dicn District Town. The vlJth s pull- 
out caused some panic among other forces, and a 
general rout developed, I Corps officers attempted 
to rally Ihc troops at Ihc Bo River- The mass 
desertion waa not motivated by fear of the enemy 
hul by the soldiers' uverwhclminj; concern for the 
safety of their families bi Hue 

General Lac reported thai Da Sang was C>C * to 
panic also, wiih more than K 10,000 refugees jam- 
ming the streets. Alt Vietnam had sclicduled all the 
special flights it could, but its bookings were solid 
through June 

At IKCO mi 24 March. General Truong ordered 
General Thi lo begin the evacuation of all troops 



defending Hue. All forces north and west of Hue 
would iivsemblo at Tan My, Hie port of Hue north- 
east i>f ihe city, crow the narrow channel lo Phu 
Thuan and march southwest down Vmh Loc Island. 

CrLasinji I fie nnrulh of Darn Cau Hai Bay till a 

pontoon bridge to be constructed by ARVN engi- 
neers and moving along the beach lo Hignway 1, 
I tit.'} would crtis* over I he Hal Van Pass and on to 
Da Nnng No trucks, tanks, or gum could make ihis 
nuLrch; all would have to be disabled or destroyed. 
T he hi ARVN Division would protect the column 
by Mocking in Phu Ttiu I )tsl nc i 

By the nme these orders were issued, whai was 
left of the population of Hue was streaming toward 
Tan My to lake any available boat or ship oul of 
Thufl Thien Province. 1 Corps Forward, command* 
t-il hy General Thi. eatahlnhcd it* command post in 
Tan My. together with ihc command posts of ihc 
Marine Division and tltt I47lh Marine Brigade. The 
7th Marine Battalion deployed there io secure ihr 
port and Ihe command posts, The III Division with* 
drew from ihe Troui-Nui Bong sector. The 1Mb 
Ranger Croup, which had hi Id ihc 1 roui kiver for 
ihc lsl Division, pulled hacL lo I'lui IIji v, ilh Ih .iv ;, 
casualties. The 5-lih Infaniry Regnnetic withdrew 
from the Mo Tau sector to Camp liagle. w.'iulheasl 
of Hue near Highway I The 3d ARVN Infantry 
withdrew from its forward posilkma on Ihc Son 
Hue Trach and BHcmbled in Nam Iliu, vouih nf 
Hue- The Jl»l Infantry pulled batlc and loealed JUM 
Ucsl of ihc euy while the div-uioti hendquarters and 
the tit Infantry, which had suffered moderate casu- 
alties tn ihe Nui Bong sector, were around Hue 

Jifcttailhe withdrawal w as u?ll under way. Gen- 

^ut Imoiv was visited by a deksfl1i"n of officers 
I nun ihe J< rS, cjitj my LnJrrs lo lclca.se ihc Marine 
Uisishui n-inu\!i.ik-ls fol Lhi- JcIi-Iim; of Sny.-n 
Pointing out that he could not defend Da Nang 
without the marines, General Truong objected, The 
JOS suggested giving up Chu Lai and sending ihe 

2d Division ■ H-i \anfi General Truong ivsued ihc 
order lo the Id Division but still insisted that Da 
Nang could not be held wtthoui the Marine Divi- 
sion; by the lime he recovered what was left of the 
lit and 2d Divisions, neither would he enmhat 
effective- 

The scalift from Chu Lai would begin after dark 
on 25 March on LSTs (landing ship luitk) en route 
from Saigon. Boats committed to the withdrawal of 
forces in Thus Thien Province wnuld alio auitt at 
Chu I ai While the shipping conserved on Chu Lai, 
the banered oih Infantry, 2d ARVN Division, was 
fighting its way toward Chu Lai from Quang Ngai 
The Quang Ngai province chief and hb staff, unable 
In break ihroujh. ihe NVA units on the road to Chu 
Lai. went by boat to Ly Son l.sland. 

Aa an embattled column of soldiers and refugees 
struggled north CM Highway 1 north of Quang Ngai 
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City, dead and wounded littered the road, * Kmc 
rcminiMTCfil of «be carnage on the sjuii* highway in 
Quang Tn during the l*>?2 offensive. One* the 
urahfi from Chu Lii begin, panic took over as 
soldiers fought for places on the first boats, Suffi- 
cient order was romitd, However, to move abom 
1.000 soldiers up ta Da Nang. The remnants of I he 
J th Infantry and the almost wwAistent tub tnfamry 
were regrouped en Ly Son Island while the 12th 
Ranger Ciroup, down to only $00 men, and the few 
remaining soldiers of the 5th Infantry, were assem- 
bled near Da Nang. 

The situation in Da Nang on 26 March was 
approaching chauv but ihc 3d ARVN Divis»on still 
held in Dai Lot and Due Due Districts against 
mounting pressure. Early thai morning, 14 NVA 
heavy rockets struck a refugee camp on the edge of 
Da Nang Air base killing and wounding many civil< 
ians, mostly women and Lhitdien M urate in the id 
ARVN Division wivi plummeting, and distraught 
uildurrt deserted to save Iheir families in Da Nang. 
Population control was almost totally absent in the 
city: more than 2.000,000 people were tn ihe sticcis 
trying to gather their famine* and escape- Police 
desertion* mounted, acid ihosc who remained found 
u neatly unTxivsiblc to function while bands of 
armed soldiers, beyond the control of military 
police, roamed Ihe ilfeels There were even some 
instance* of shooting between soldier* and police- 

The withdrawal from Thua Thien Province 
began in a rather orderly fashion The 25Sth Marine 
Brigade linked up wiih the vUih RF Group on 
Vmh l.en.- Inland to cross the narrow ffrfrT 1 over 
to Loc Tri id Phu Loc District. Bin ihe bridge ta be 
installed by ARVN engineers never got there, engi- 
neer boats were evidently commandeered by other 
military unit* attempting to escape The withdraw, 
ing torn-, c:nwii anyway, usiiik I. vat fishing boats. 
General Truong flew over iltc column making Its 
way down Ihe long stretch of Vinh Loc Island and 
noted that Ihe only apparent disciplined, cohesive 
uml* were marines. The real waa a mob. 

Delayed by heavy sea* on 25 March ihe 147th 
Marine Brigade left Tan My ihe next day for Da 
Nang Also on 26 March, the marine battalion of ihe 
258th Brigade holding the Phu Oil Pass — a short, 
twitting defile oboui I* kdometer* eaat of fh.i L.v 
District Town— earn c under attack Wiih ihe enemy 
approaching the Hoi Van Pass from the north and 
Vietnamese Navy boats breaking down faster than 
they could be repaired, General Truong stopped the 
vca movement of fnrc.es and equipment from fine 
Further, because he had been unable HI reinforce 

Da Nang with adequate strength from Lhe 2d 
ARVN Infantry Division, he elected to concentrate 
the recoverable dement* of the Marine Division at 

Da Nang. 

On Ihe afternoon or the 27 March, VNAF pilots 
destroyed four enemy tanks attacking near Fire 



Support flnse BsJdy- Although the NVA broke off 
Ihc attack, and lhe 3d Division ball alums held then 
positions, it was apparent that the Hd Division 
would not be able to contain NVA attacks in Ihe 
outlying districts of Quang Nam, General Truong 
therefore ordered a withdrawal to a shorter line 
within artillery range of ihe center of Da Nang 
Attempts to hold that line failed as large numbers of 
3d Division soldiers deserted to save their families 
With defeat imminent. General Truong shipped all 
organised forces, rmnlly marines OUl of Da Nang 

toward Saigon. Then be and most of hs*. Maff left, 
some of ihem, General Truong included, had to 
swim through the surf to the rescuing fleet of boals- 
Da Nang. the last enclave of South Vietnam pre*- 
encr m Military Region I. belonged lO the NVA by 
nightfall on 30 March. 

Binfa Dinh 

w'lnlc die furious buttle raged in Darlac Province, 
and three NVA divisions attacked ihe out-gunned 
and out-manned 23d ARVN Division, the 22d 
ARVN Division, under Brig. Gen Phan Dinh 
Niem. com limed 1o fight in limh Dinh Province- 
Although the 22d was unahU- to brvafc ihr hold of 
the 34 NVA Division on terrain controlling High' 
way through the An Kite Pass, ARVN soldiers 
and artillery and VNAF air strikes inflicted heavy 
losses on the enemy. In the early days of the en- 
gagement. General Niem expected the high casual- 
ties would sooner or later cause the 3d Division to 
withdraw He did not. however, anticipate the pre- 
cipitous turn of events in the rest of Military Region 
2. which, in effect, made futile the gal lam perform- 
ance id his division in Hi nil Dinh 

The initial onslaught or the 3d NVA Division at 
Ihe An Khe Pass and against Binh Khe succeeded in 
driving ARVN defenders, primarily territorial*, 
from positions overtaking the pass and guarding 
ihc bridges. In some cases territorials withdrew 
without putting up much resistance. By the time 
General Niem had enough battalions, in position lo 
counterattack, the enemy had exploded Ms early 
gains and had major elements i-l all three re^imenis 
of the 3d NVA Division -the 2d, 12th, and Uln- 
plu.s sappers, artillery, and supporting local units, 
concentrated at the mouth of the Vinh Thanh 
Valley, between the An Khe Puss and fhnh Khe 
(Sec Map 19 } 

On ID March, as the 320th NVA Division entered 
Ban Me Thuoi. General Niem had three of his four 
regiments commuted between An Nhon. where 
Highway I 1 ) leaves Highway I. and the eastern end 
ui I he Anh Khe Pass The 1st and 2d Battalions, 
4?th Infantry, at ihr eastern entrance of ihc An Khe 
Pass, fought off repeated attempts by battalions of 
the 2d and 1 4 1st NVA Regiments to drive Ihem 
from the field. On 1 1 March the 3d Battalion, 47ih 
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Infantry, wis airlifted Uf Hinh K In- n^ln,-l 1 ■>« n. 
completing the deployment of [his regimeni I In 
92"7tb RF Group still held positions inside the pass 
but could not control the road, Its 209th RF Battal- 
hiii ww overrun rat || March, and its 21 Bin RF 
Battalion, with it* ciunpancc* spread thinly through 
the pH*s, Wjs cAtrcnlL-ly valucrablc. 

The 42d ARVN Infaniry, with its command post 
in Hinli Kht-, w.is jtiJL-ting west along Highway 19 
in Attempt a link -up with ihe Iwo tHr'leagilcrcd bat- 
talions of the 47th. The 41st ARVN Infantry, 
having moved from Bong Sun on £ and 9 March, to 
An Son on Highway 19, wu lo secure Ihe line of 
ip-fiminiinicB.lion west toward Binh Khc and to pro- 
tect Phii t'ai Air hjH 1 

The fourth regimen: of die 22d ARVN l>ismini, 
the 4i>h. remained in mm hern Binh Dinh Province, 
holding ihe entrance of Ihe An Lao Valley and 
Hiuiding the Phu Ku Pass on Route 306 north of 
Plm My. 

By 1 1 March, ihc Isi and 2d Barialions of ihc J.: 
NVA Regiment had been badly hurl by ARVN' 
artillery and VNAK «r Unites. The 7th BalUlHW. 
L-lhi NVA Regiment. hi»d h«n driven across the 
confluence of the Con aniJ Done. Plm Rivers with 
two of its companies virtually annihilated- The 3d 
Battalion, 2d Rcgimem, and the 5 1 hi Battalion, 12th 
Regiment,, were alio hit hard. But trtickloads of 
ammunition and replacements kept rolling down ihc 
Viuh Thanh Vallt-y :i nil ihe dead and wounded 
made the return trip to the NVA hnwr areas north or 
Vinh Thanh, 

On 13 March,, a representative or ihe Defense 
Attache Office visited forward positions of the 216. 
ARVN Divcsimi. His report reflected the perietal 
confidence and opiumism m Cjenernl Niem's com- 
mand, Heavy attacks of five NVA hotiahons iigmnsl 
the Jul and 2d Battalions, 47th Infantry, hud been 
repulsed, though four successive commanders of ihc 
2d Battalion had been killed in action since 4 March. 
Now commanded by * captain, the battalion was 
down to hair strength ami was withdrawn lo the 
division base camp for refining. Without its 2d 
Uatialusii, ihe 47tli Infantry Was IO attack the enenis- 
in the eastern portal of Ihe An Khe Pass, and link up 
with the RF still in ihe pass. The 9271 h RF Group, 
under the operational control of the 47th Infantry, 
had its command post west of the pass at An Khe 
and companies of its under strength bai labim*. the 
209th. 217th, and 2lfcHh. on outposts through ihe 
pass. When the command posl of the 218th RF 
Bait la] km and one of its compante* were overrun on 
12 March, the 47th Infantry appeared unlikely to 
break through lo the pass in lime m find any lit 
position* intact. The 218th reorganized, and main- 
lamed some ptwitnms m ihe west end of the pass, 
but on 17 March it w« again under attack by the 
3th Battalion, I2lh NVA Regiment 



ITie fighling was intense between ihe eastern end 
of Ihe pass and Binh Khe during the period between 
15 and 17 March, The 42d ARVN Infantry was 
attempting lo dislodge three hattalions of Ihe 3d 
NVA Division which were occupying the high 
ground near tile eastern end of ihe pass Despite 
killing nearly SQOcnem} tn hui days, ihc 42d mode 
no real progress, Its commander was wounded 
twice hut remained on duly, Meanwhile, the 4 1st 
ARVN Infantry moved up to south of Binh Khc 
District Town. 

General Niem withdrew the two remaining; bot- 
ultmiv i>l ihc J7ih Infaniry and sent them to north- 
ern Binh Dinh Province to relieve the 3d and .Id 
Battalions. 40th Infantry, which General Phu had 
ordered ro Khang Duon^ in Khanh Hoa Province. 
After the 2d Battalion, 47th Infantry, finished refit - 
ling at the diviutni hasc camp, he planned to send it 
north |Q replace ihc I si Ball alum, 40th Infantry, 
which would then become division reserve. 

With onU iwn regiments available and no re- 
serve. General Nirm decided nn 17 March he could 
not open ihc An Khe Pass and ordered his tan ml 
wns to hold in place. Although several thousand 
civilians and several hundred territorial troops at 
An Khe were cut off from Qui Nhon, there was no 
longer any compelling military reason lo pursue Ihe 
attack the i-xlhIus from ihe highlands was already 
tinder way along ihc jungle track called rtonlr 7 IS 

By 19 March, ihe NVA controlled the pass west- 
ward nearly tin the outskirts of An Khe. By 22 
March, the 3th Battalion, 12th NVA Regiment, was 
inside An Khe; all ARVN resistance iherc ended, 
and over 5,000 people were struggling south over 
rural roads and trails, trying to escape to Qui Nhon 
On 24 March, the 42d ARVN Infantry pulled back 
akmj Route 19, cast of Binh Khe, and the 4 1st 

Infaniry .i-.-unicd the defense i>l liinU Khe. 

Thai same day. the liMi|$'C*pceted NVA jsv.i-.iIi 
on Binh Khe hegan. and the 41m and 42d AkVN 
Regiments were cut of!" The 3d NVA Division then 
pushed its 1 4 1st and 1 2th Regiments {except for the 
jth Battalion siill jt An Khe) eastward toward Phu 
Cai. Meanwhile, die B3 Front's 958 Regiment, 
having marched cast from Plciku alone, ftnuir I si 
l^un-d the 2d N'V'a Regiment fur ihe L-LHiiinuaEion 
of the attack on Ihe 42d ARVN Infantry east of 
Binh Khe. 

But the 41st and 42d ARVN Regiments did not 
wait for Ihc reinforced attack. Instead, on 21 March, 
1hey hroke out and attacked eastward toward Qui 
Nhon, taking with them over 400 territorials res- 
cued by helicopter die day before from ihe An Khe 
area. As the 41 it and 42d Regiments dug m for the 
defense of Qui Nhon, orders arrived from Saigon tn 
evacuate whal remained of the 22d Division. Mili- 
tary Region 2 was virtually lost 
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A* NVa attacked Phu Cat Atr Niv: un 31 March, 
ihe VNAF flew out About 32 aircraft, leaving about 
5S, mostly disabled Of destroyed, »n I he grtiund f hi 
1-2 April, about 7,000 troop* of the 22d Division 
and Birth Dinh territorials boarded Vietnamese 
Navy craft al Qui Nh"n nnd sailed for Vung Tiu. 
|<ncmy tanks and uifanliv wtfc Ih I he street* rtf Qui 
Nhu.ii. 

Khnjih Una— tar Knit in MX 2 

The 13d ARVN Division counterattack from 
Phuoc An had been decisively defeated when Gen- 
eral Dung committed hi* I Oth Division, up from 
Uuang Due. Survivor* of the 23d Ranker*, territori- 
als, and civilians will' l-Vu.j[h J from I v. km nif.l 
eastward ktou the plateau along Route 21, The 
military men were assembled al Khanh Duong, the 
lasi district on the high plain before ihe highway 
iwistcd ituwii through the Deo Cat) tM'Drak) Pa** 
to the coastal hills and lowland* of Khanh Hoa 
Province. (Sec Map 19.) 

The Deo Cao Pass wa* I he obvious place for ■ 
defenuve siand to protect Nha Trang, ihe mile of the 
headquarter*, uf Military Region 2, II Coin*, ihc 
headquarters or Ihc Navy 'a Second Coastal Zone, 
and 2d Air Division Nha Trang also held the 
ARVN Noncommissioned Officer Academy, and 
l.am Son, a majtsr national training center, was 
nearby. North of Nha Trang, Route 21 joined Na- 
tional Route I at Ninh Hoa. Wcii or Ninh Hl», 
midway between Ihe ocean and ihc hills of Khanh 
Duong District, was the large training center of 
Due My, life of the Ranger Training Center and Ihe 
ARVN Artillery School, Thus, with its military 
concentration aitd populatum, ihr Nha [ rang Ninh 
Hoa area was the last vital enclave in Military 
ki','i..n : Wuhoul 1 1, J return to the highlands was 
\iriii:ill> impossible, If il could be held. NVA divi- 
sions could he prevented from rolling down High- 
way I to Saigon. 

M"M of Ihe survivors, from Darlac were moved 
im pair Khanh Duong by road and helicopter, the 
Ranger* to Due My tin regrouping, the 2Jd Divi- 
sion *oldier* to Cain Ranh and Um Sim A forward 
ik\idt|ujricrx uf the 23d Division was established al 
Khanh Duong to command the forces assigned to 
defend ihe paw: the 3d Airborne Dngadc. pulled 
from its ships j1 Nha liang after being dispatched 
for Saigott from Quang Nam. ami the headquarter* 
and two battalions of the 40th Infantry, 22d Divj. 
*ton. from Binh I>inh Province. 

The loth NVA Division took up (he purviil after 
Phuoc An and lIusl-J rapidly on Khanh Duong 
The -W)1h ARVN Infantry pushed wesi nf ihe iriwu 
to meet ihe advancing lOih NVA Division. The .3d 
Airborne Brigade dug in on Ihe high ground in the 
paaa, behind the 40ih Infantry On 22 March, Ihe 



leading battalion* of the lOlli NVA Division, with 
tanks supporting, blasted uito Khanh Duong and the 
two battalions of the 40ih ARVN Infantry were 
forced to withdraw through ihe 3d Airborne Bri- 
gade. 

A network of logging road* traversed ihe dense, 
steep forests of western Kluith Hoa Province, if 
blocked by the id Airborne in the |mm tin Route 21, 
ihe NVA could send a large force south, bypassing 
the Airborne, and approach Nha Trang from the 
west through Dien Khanh District To guard 
ag.inisi ibis ihrcai, ihc 40lh was withdrawn to t.luc 
My, then sent south to eastern Dim Khanh to 
prepare positions generally asttide local Route 420. 
wliii.li led due fast into Dten Khanh and on into 
\ha 1 rang. I he <K)th wa* reinforced with one Rf' 
battalion and supporied fay unc ISS-mm. and two 
105-mm howiuer*. 

Long range reconnaissance |MlM:s m-rc sein uno 
the finest south nf Khanh Duong to try to detect 
any significant enemy forte moving south toward 
Dien Khanh. Nothing ,<• .lit, \uc was detected, 
tilt hough some ominous signs of receni heavy tfaJTic 
were reported. 

In the Deo Cao Pass, with forward positions at 
C'llu Kiua Mnunlain. j prominent peak over 1KW 
fei'i. the 3d Alrbomc Brigade dug in to a wan the 
10th NVA Division, whose 2»ih Infantry Regimen i 
and tanks were already in Khanh Duong. A local 
RF battalion was in the pass south of the Airborne 

Hrijiadr 11k Uth KanjciT llaltaluin. 71 h Hanger 
Group. wIiilJi had fought its way through the 
gauntlet of fire on Route 7H, was protecting ihe 
northern approach to Ninh Hoa at the Deo Cat Paaa. 

With the Airb.tr in- still holding on Route 21. 
General Phu snmniiK-ed on 29 March new com' 
m&lld rcsponiihl lilies in what was left L>f his military 
region General Niein. commanding tlit 22d Divt- 
Hon, was res.p<^nsible for Binh Dinh and Phu Yen 
Provinces- Qui Nhon. the last enclave in Binh Dinh. 
fell mi 2 April. He controlled for ■ brief period the 

'mih Banal ion, 2lM tieuap whuh had ('ought al 
Ban Me ThuH and regrouped u* fighi again at Tuy 
1 1 1 in Phu Yen Province 

I he mountain province* i>f t uyen Due and Lam 
Dong Disk ills were the responsibility of Mnj. Oen- 
Laun Quadig Tho, commandant of the Military 
Academy. Vietnam's West Point, al Dalai. In addi- 
tion to the territorials, General Tho had some of the 
survivor* of ihe 244b Ranger Group who had 

ii:.ik ln.,1 ChrMuch ilk' mountains .illrr Itk- tall ol 
Ouang Due. 

Ilri.,: 1 "m -n I i.- Win I bun, the I Xf i. U <. •uliriiainl 
klg Ocnentl of Military Region 3, was sent to Can 
Ranh. He would defend the Cam Rash Special 
Sector, Ninh Thuan and Binh Thuan Pmvineev H. 
was also to re-form the 23d Infantry Division out of 
the troops mustered al Cam Ranh 
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The mo*1 critical mission. Ihe defense of Khanh 
Koa Province, fell to Brig Gen Trin Van Cum, in 
command ihe 3d Airborne Brigade, the 40th Infwi- 

iry, ihe 34th Hauler liatlalntn. and IrrnHirials Hut 
before General Cam could move from Hhu Yen 
Province, where lie was e«m rolling the eastern end 
of [he nndiii on Route 73, the 10th NVA Division 
attacked I he 3d Airborne in Ihe Deo Cao Pass on 30 
March Supported by the *0tb Artillery Regiment 
Mid with two company of lanks atlaclted. element* 
of ihe 2fllh and 66th Regiments ihe itcAl day mji 
rounded (he 5ih Airborne Battalion, jt thai omc 
reduced by casualties lo 20 percent strength 

The M Airborne Brigade was deploy v \l m d.-pih 
from Cbu Kroa Muunlam wulh for about IS kilo- 
meter* along the high ground over the highway. 
Heavy enemy lire knocked oul 5 of 14 armored 
personnel carriers supporting Ihe brigade, and Ihe 
three 105-mm howitzer baltcrics in (he force had to 
move to Ihe rear. Kiting op near 8uon Ea Thi 
where, unfortunately, ihey were beyond suppornnj; 
range of ihe forward Airborne pouitom. Tw cof- 
lapse of ihe Airborne defense proceeded very rupkl- 
ly afterwards. Al Buon Ea Tin element* of Ihe 10th 
NVA Division outflanked Airborne positions tflong 
ihe road and rtrucfc ihe tnh Airbnmc Battalion 



All hough (he trooper* knocked on I ihree T-54 
tanks, they could not hold With Ihe brigade splil al 
Bucin Ea Thi, a rapid withdrawal wax imperative lo 
ctinrrrvr wlial was left of ihr decimated Ibtt* 
The 3d Airborne Brigade, less than one fourth of 
ill soldiers still in ranks,, marched back th rough Due 
My and Ninh Hoa and flopped in a narrow defile 
where National Route I edged along ihe beach 
below Hon Son Mountain, just norih of Nha Trang 

I lie lOlh NV'A Division ■.s.o lIl*c hchnid On I 
April, NVA units rolled through Due My and Ninh 
Hoa and headed for Nha Trang. The American 
Consul General and hi* staff left Nha Trang by air 
for Swgon, ihe II Corp* tuff drove *o«th l« Pbau 

RaiiB. the defeated remnants nf I he Airlxtnic r Ranji 
en, territorials, and 40lh Infanlry followed. The 
VNAF evacuated Nha Trang Air Base al 1300 and 
all livable aircraft were Flown out, On 2 April, 
NVA tanks entered the cily, 

IIil- momentum of ihe NVA advance was siifli 
(hut a defense al Cam Ranll Was no longer feasible 
Recogniring this, ihe JGS authorized (he immediate 
evacua(ion of all thai remained of II Corps through 
lhn.| port, and by 2 April. Ihe evacuation was in full 
swing. 
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The Last Act in the 
South 



Tri Tam and Tay Man 

The t9?5 Communist offensive was coordinated 
country-wide. The NVA iniops of COSVN struck 
their first major blow of (he campaign at Th Tan. 
ihc dtstnet tat of Dm Tieng District at the south- 
western edge <if the Mitbchn Plantation. Weal of 
Th Tain, across ihe Saigon River, local Route 239 
pawd through mother large plantation, lien Cm. 
before ii jLHnpd local Route 26 (LTL-26). which rait 
mrnhwot into Tay Ninh City and southeast Co Ihc 
ARVN forward base at Khiem Hanh. All i raffle to 
Tri Tom had to paw over Roules 26 and 139. and by 
ouinoais manned by Tay Ninh territorials. Tri Tam 
was defended by three RF Battalion* and nine PF 
platoons ]I1 Corps had anticipated ihc aiiatk on I n 
Tam — major cLcjik-hK of (lie <Hh NVA Division had 
been observed concern ruling mirth of the town— so 
ihc province chief reinforced ihc garrison ssiih two 
additional R| J fompante? on 10 March. (Map 20) 

Ihc aitack on Tri Tam began al 0600 on II 
March with an intense artillery und mortar bom. 
bnrdmenl, followed by an assault by tanks and 
infantry. But the luccest of ibe allaclt was assured 
by the earlier severing of the line of communication; 
ii 0330. NVA infantry and larks overran an RF 
ouipotM on Route 23? about 10 kilometer* wi*m of 
Tri Tam, 

The province chief reacted by sending Iwo RF 
battalion* cast along Route 239 toward Den Cui. but 
ihey were stopped by heavy fire short of the Iom 
outpost. NVA tanks were already hi the Ben Cui 
Plantation. Meanwhile. as the day wore on in em- 
balUcd Tri Tam. the tctntorial defenders held on, 
destroying two T-54* in the town. The main attack 
wa* coming from the cast, and the ARVN soldien 
blew the bridge on Route 239 east of the town. 
Fighting raced through ihc nighi, and as dawn 
broke on 12 March, ARVN territorials still held Tri 
Tom. The 9JC and 272d NVA Regiments, and at 
leasi n company of tjmfcv. supported by a fcgimrnr. 



of artillery, continued the attack that day and elimi- 
nated ttic las! resistance in Tri Tam. 

Meanwhile, the ARVN III Corps, eummanitpr 
hod dispatched anoiher relief column toward Tri 
Tam Task Force 318. composed of tanks and ar- 
mored personnel carriera from the 3d Armored Bri- 
gade, with the 33d Ranger Battalion attached,, was 
■topped by heavy B-#0 and 130-cmn gun lire before 
tt could reach Tri Tam. Three officers, including a 
company commander, were among the heavy caau- 
altics in initial fighting near Ben Cui. 

With Tri Tam in its possession, the NVA now 
controlled the Saigon River corridor from iiv begin- 
ning, near Tong Le Chon. to Ihe ARVN outpost at 
Rach Rap m the Iron Triangle The ARVN base al 
k It en Hanh Kiiv mw within ea»y range of NVA 
artillery Khiem Hanh's principal mission w;t\ to 
prevent major enemy units from clotting mi Routes 
22 or I (0,1.-2-2 and QL-I) near the critical river port 
and road junction at Go Dau Ha. Tri Tam was thus 
ihe firsi important ohjectivc in a campaign to isolate 
Tay Ntnh Frnvincr from Saigon. On ihe eve of the 
assault on Tri Tam three main force Tay Ninh NVA 
battalions* the D-I4-, D-16, and D-iS, with support 
from the 101st NVA Regiment and the 73th Anil 
lery Division closed Highway 22 between Go Dau 
Ha and Tay Ninh City. The 7Slh Artillery Div»sion 
bad five legimcnts operating in Tay Ninh for this 
campaign, and the 3TTttt NV'A Antiaircraft And- 
kry Division had about 15 antiaircraft battalions, 
some providing direct support for infantry. 

While ihe NVA Tay Ninh battalion* blocked 
Highway 22 north of Go Dau Ha, the Mh and l7Jih 
Regiments. 5th NV'A Division, attacked out of 
Cambodia and struck the ARVN base al Ben Can, 
northwest of Go Dau Ha between the international 
boundary and the Song V«n Co Dong, Initial as- 
saults were repulsed, and two PT.76 tank* were 
destroyed. When two latyc concern rations of tanks 
were sighted west of Go Dau Ha on 12 March, 
fighter-bombers destroyed eight and damaged nine, 
losing ihre* airvrafi in ihe engagement Ben Cau> 
however, fell on 14 March a* defending territorial:* 
pulled back toward Go Dau Ha. 

Ben Cau w» only one of eight outposts west of 
i 'i. S ii.' Vain Co D. 'ii/ ih.ii i .line un..ki lu'.r \ 

A on 12 March. Mint of them held out until Ihe 

night of 13 March, Inn nearly all were Hi enemy 
hands by the ne\t day. 

General Toan, commanding III Corps, reacted to 
the crisis developtng at Go Diu Ha by reinforcing 
at Khiem Hanh and along Routn I and 22. He 
deployed Ihe 3d Armored Brigade, with iis three 
hnitahons, reinforced by the 64th and 92d Ranger 
Baitaliimv (from Tan If yen District, Bten Hoa> and 
ihe 4?lh Irifiiniry. IHlh Division, reinforced With 
armored personnel carriers (from Corps reserve in 
Long Hmh, Uien Hoa) to Khiem Hanh and Go Dau 
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IU He il» polled ihc Jd Baiuhon. Tib Infantry. 

from the ill* Divisn i l.ai Khe and scut it to 

reinforce Kliiem Hanh. 

While i battalion of Ihe *«lh ARVN Intaniry 
attacked wot im! of G" Dau IIj lo clear Route I to 
the Camhcsdun frontier, the 4tnh Infantry attacked 
rx trili atong Route 22 lo help territorials clear the 
road 10 Tay Ninh against heavy resistance and 
intense artillery Tire Antiaircraft fire was so heavy 
in (He arcs lhai General Toan w» unable Ui (and his 
helicopter at Go Diu Ke on 1J March. Route 11 
between Go Dau Ki and Tay Ninh remained 
closed. 

I>iit|t Art 

Connecting SajfQds Willi ihc della of Military 

Ki'/Jicmi J, Runic l, even more cnlKjl than H 1 •ijU- 
22. was also threatened by ihc widespread offiriiMVL- 
in Military Region J. The* highway pawed through 
the rich, densely populated rice lands and pineapple 
farms of Long An Province on Ihe boundary be- 
tween the Iwo milrtary regiona. Long An lerntorials 
were among the hcl Ir^pv in the country, and Ihey 
gave a gLHid account of ihcmsclve* in initial fighting 
with iocs] main-force battalions in early March, 
ahhough suffering high casualties. Recognizing the 
need lo keep Highway J open, the JGS had given 
General Tcmn two battalion* of Manner Ihe 14th 
and l*ih, which comprised ill* new 4ih Brigade, lo 
stiffen Ihe defense m I mie An 1 he Vtamurs and RF 
operated well together and secured Long An 
throughout March. 

The KiLttrrn I'mnl 

While General Toan was committing more than 
half of hi* corps to ihc weslcm flank, an NVA 
offensive erupted In ihe east and center, Available 
ARVN forces vseic inadequate Hi cope with ihe 
widespread attacks. Since the enclaves ai An Loc 
and Chon Thanh in Binh Long were of no fun her 
military i>r pnJitnal value, ihe ARVN battalions 
could be withdrawn whJ used l<i IxiUter (be hard- 
pressed defenses throughout the regit w Further, 
more, a new enemy division was discovered near 
Ckoa Thanh— Ihe 34 1st from just above the 17th 
parallel. To UVc ihc Rangers and territorials m An 
Loc and Chon Thanh, General Toan began an 

evacuation <m IS M.irJi Among ihc firs1 In he 
moved were 12 lOSmm howitzers, while 3 of ihe 
1 53. mm howttfers had to be destroyed because ihe 
VNAl- j| t | not hasc heavy-lift helicoplers 1o move 
iheni Hut despite ihe appearance of the 34 3 si NVA 
Division and a new regiment — ihe 273d Infantry 
from North Vietnam's 4ih Military Region — ihe 
most critical threat developed not in Ihe center bu1 
on the eastern flank. 



tail before Ihe NVA attacked. Ihe 18lh ARVN 
Division wu spread OBI- The In Battalion. 43d 
Infantry, was securing Route 10 north of Xuan Loc, 
ihe capital of Long Khanh Province. The Rcgn 
meni's 2d Ujiulmn was south of Dinh Quan, and 
■he 3-d Battalion wot In Hnv Due District Town in 
Binh Tuy Province. The Sid Infantry, menus us ul 
Flan til ion tMi Knuie 1 between Dien Hoa and Xuan 

Loc, Wis in Xuan l.r>c wilh cEi'menlt operating 

northwest of ihc i^wii The 4sih Infantry wan still 
attached to Ihe 25th Division in Tay Ninh Province. 

The NVA fnrccs of Sambo began Ihe Long 
Khanh- Binh Tuy campaign with strong .iii.i-.-k-, 
agatnsl ARVN posilions on Ihe two principal lines 
of cummunccaljon m the region. Highways I and 20 
tQL-l and QL-2l>>, striking outposts, towns, bridges, 
and culverts north and east of Xuan Loc. On H 
March, ihc 2(Wlh Infanlry Regiment and the 2l0ih 
Artillery Regiment. Tth NVA Division, opened 
what was to become one of the Moodiest, hardest 
fought bailies of Ihe war, the battle for Xuan Loc. 
The 2CWih struck first at Dinh Quan, north of Xuan 
Loc, and at ihe 1 1 Nc..i bridge, west of Dinh Quan 
Eighl tanks supported the initial assauh on Dinh 
Quan, and NVA artillery lire destroyed four Hi- 
ram* lwwit/fn supporting cbe territorials Anticipat- 
ing the attack. General 1>ji>, C4immandmg the I Blh 
ARVN Division, hod reinforced ihe La Ngn bridge 
1he day before, but Ihe intense lire forced a with- 
drawal from ihc bridge. After repealed assaults, the 
20Wi NVA Infantry penrtrHicd Dinh Quan, and iho 

2d Battalion. 43d Infantry, as well a? the RF hattal 
1011 were forced to wiihdrim uiih hca^v i L ^si"s on 
18 March. (Map 21) 

The day before, Ihe 3d Battalion, 43d Infantry, 
killed 10 enemy in heavy fighting northwest of Hoai 
Due At the same time another outpost of Xuan Loc 
District, Ong Don, defended by an RF corn puny 
and an artillery platoon, come under artillery and 
infantry attack, The NVA assault was repulsed with 
heavy losses on both sides, and another RF compa- 
ny, sent to reinforce, ran inlo strong resistance on 
Highway I west of Ong Don, North oF Ong Don, 
Gu Ray on Route iil was under attack by the 
27-tih Infantry Regiment, bth NVA Divrsion. The 
I n"ih ARVN DiviajLrti headquarters therefore real- 
l/ed that IW11 NVA divisiiin*. the bth and the ~>|h, 
were comnittted in Long Khanh. While the halite 
raged al Gib Ray, another post on Highway 1 west 
of Ong Don came under attack. Meanwhile, a 
bndge and a culvert on Highway 1 on each side uf 
Ihe Route 332 jonction were Mown up by NVA 
sappers. Thai, ill ARVN forces east of Roule 342 
were csouuctl from Xuan Ijoc by formidable obsta- 
cles and enemy road blocks. 

North from Xuan Loc, on Rome 20, hamlets 
along 1he road were occupied in varying degrees b> 
enemy soldiers, and the territorial outpost far to the 
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northeast near the l.jm Dong boundary wah ovei 

run. Gen end Dae decided to counterattack up 
Route 20 with his 32d Infantry, minus one battalion 
but reinforced with I he 5th Armored Cavalry 
Squadron from Tay Ninh Province The regiment 
wu ordered to clear the row! a*, far as t)inh yuan. 
Mut the attack quickly stalled as 11 met heavy resist- 
ance well short of it* objective 

Evidence* of increasing heavy NVA commit- 
ments, in Long Khanh flowed into Jit Corp* head- 
quarters In Kit'n Htu. The 141st Regiment, 7th 
NVA Divbiion, had apparently participated in the 
attack on Dinh Quin. Hoai Due wu overrun by the 
812th Regiment. 6th NVA Division, white that divi- 
sion'* other I wo regiments, ihc Vld and 274th, 
seized Gr* Ray. The ARVN outpost on the corneal 
peak of I 'huii t han, standing 2KX) feci above Xuaii 
Loc and providing excellent observation, also felt to 
6ih IV V A Division force* and Xuaii Loc itself began 
lo receive artillery fire,, including 105-mm General 
Toan responded lo the burgeoning threat on his 
eastern flnnk Tint h> wnding the 5th Armored Cav- 
alry Squadron and ihcn one hailnJuin of the -4Hlh 
Infantry from Tay Ninh to Long Khanh. 

r»> Ninh 

The rem of the -ISili Infantry wu still heavily 
engaged near Co Dau Ha. The 3d Battalion made 
contact with an NVA Company west of the Song 
V'am Co [}nng on 17 March, kilted 34, and captured 
a number of weapons. Meanwhile, on Route LTL* 
26 cut of Tay Ninh Cily. an outpost at Can Rhoi. 
manned by the J5lst RF Battalion, wu overrun. 
{Sec Map 20) 

The outer defenses of I ay Ninh and Katt Ngbu 
began to crumble rapidly after the faJ] of Cau Khoi. 
Following an intense bombardment by 105-mm. 
howkscTi and l2C-mm, mortars, the J-67th Sapper 
Regiment. 5<h NVA Division, seized Due Hue on 
It Match, advancing enemy- held positions to the 
Vim Co Dong southwest of ihe critical village of 
Tnuig Bang on Route I. If the NVA could tike 
f rang Bang, Go Dau Ha and all of Tay Ninh would 

In- isolated. 

North of the airfield nl l ay Nnih wjls the mam 
outpost on local Route 13. The NVA struck here on 
12 March, and the defenders, withdrew lo an alter- 
nate position, Mo Cong IE r lo the south. The attack 

continued thv ?'-t\, .mil Mo Cong II w.n I. -I . 

compressing the perimeter north of Tay Ninh to lea 
1han 10 kilometers deep 
The eastern prong of Ihe NVA offensive in Tay 

Ninh was Milt prvvsing .i£ ,r.n>- ihe vital position it 

Khkm Hanh. Jun north of Go Dalt Ha. Khiem 
Hanh wu an essential strongpoint preventing the 
enemy from reaching Route 1 from the north and 
seizing i h> Dau I la and Trang Bang. From Trang 



Bang, Route I provided a high-speed approach 
through ihe 2Sth ARVN Division base ai t"u t"hi 
and on lo Tan Son Nhut and Saigon. On 2) March, 
ARVN soldiers and tanks made contact with NVA 
force* near Truong Mfc, northwest of Khwm Hanh 
flic enemy had advanced through Cau Khoi mt 
Route 26. A major battle developed on the .-tih and 
casualties were very heavy on both sides. The Jd 
Battalion. 7th ARVN Infantry, 5th Division, at- 
tached to the 25th Division, lost ovlt 400 nu'ii 
kitted, wounded, and missing, and I he attacking 
27lst Regiment. 4th NVA Division, left nearly Ht) 
dead The artillery , lank, and automatic weapons 
fire wu intense; the 27 1st wu supported by a 
battalion of 31-mm antiaircraft weapons used u 
field artillery, as well as by the 42(1 Artillery Regi- 
ment with lis K3-HHN and lll-mm jimis thcdcCI' 
mated battalion of the 7lh lnfainr> was withdrawn 
from combat and sent to Ihe regimental base at Phu 
Giao in Binh Duong Province, As a precaution 
against being Banked by a strong attack down Ihe 
Saigon Riser corridor, General Toan sent the 2d 
Battalion, ~tli Infanlry, h* reinforce Raeh Bap. the 
western anchor of the Iron Triangle. 

Then General Toan asked the Chief or the JGS, 
(-■cnernt Vien, for an Airborne brigade to use in a 
counterattack *t Truong Mil Cj*'rcr»| Vien refitted 
the request; he could not agree to further dissipating 
the small general reserve while General Toan still 
had a few uncommitted units. Therefore, on 25 and 
26 March, the hard-fighting 3d Armored Brigade, 
together with elements of the 25th ARVN Division, 
attacked the 27 1st NVA Regiment at TltlOng Mil 
and Succeeded in rctKCUpyirtg the position Losses 
were again heavy on both sides. General Toan then 
reinforced Ihe defense by sending the headquarters 
and two battalions of the 4Bth Infantry, ISlh Divi- 
sion, in Kluern ICanh 

Blnh Long 

The planned ARVN withdrawal from Us two 
enclaves in Binh Long Province was stilt under way 
when the 9th and 34 1st NVA Divisions attacked at 
Chon Thanh on 24 Much. A battalion of T-54 tanks 
accompanied ihe assault, and in the first day's action 
seven of these were destroyed by ihe VNAF and 
the defending 31st and J2d KjiL^er ti roups I lie 
Chon Thanh position held firm, and the evacuation 
from An Loc continued without inter rupt ion On 
the 26th. the 341st NVA Division attacked again, 
apparently trying to retrieve disabled tanks, but wu 
repulsed again. By 27 March the withdrawal from 
An Loc wu complete, and the 3 lit and 32d Ranger 
Groups still held Chon Thanh. The 34 1st NVA 
Division, reinforced with ihe 273d Independent 
Regiment from North Vietnam, got set for yet 
another assault on the strongpoint. Following a 
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J.OOO-fouod bombardment by 105-mm. and 153'mni. 
howitzers and 120-mm, mortars, u rcjiiiuciiiaJ.simi 
force supported by in undervtrengAb tank battalion 
.ni.K-U'tl t lniEi I hanliHin 51 March Again the de- 
te rmincd Rangers df ove back the attackers, drstrcy* 
ing 11 mart links Bui il wu dear [hoi if ihe 
fighting strength or I Ik* 1w<i Ranger groups ww to 
be preserved En fight again. 5 1 key would have to pull 
mM of Chcui Thnnh. Accordingly, on I April ihe 
VNAF saturated the assembly areas and bivouacs 
occupied by the badly mauled 341st Division with 
52 sorties; under (he cover of this attack. Lhe 32d 
Ranger Group w*s airlifted out of Chun TJuuih and 
M'l down ii! miulher hoi spOl, Kill mi U sui u 

Nmli Province. Thai night, three battalions of Ihe 
J lit Rangers and the one remaining KF battalion 
began a withdrawal lo Hau Hang and l-ai Kite, 
taking artillery and light tanks with them. 

1 In- northern dtfc:iscs of Saigon were now about 
14 kilometers north of the 5th Division h:me :li I jm 
Khe, but Ihis was not really * significant change 
since the nrf ;ii ("tu-.ii I iunh had lonji been 
isolated by strong NVA bk*.-k.int; poajiicBS on High- 
way 1 J around Bau Long. Nevertheless, the arc or 
main force NVA divisions was pressing ever closer 
to (he heart or the nation, and the vital lines of 
communications lo 1he outer defenses wot cither 
severed or ciangcrnusly threatened. 

Washington 

As the ring of Communist divisions lighicucd 
arimnd Military Region 3, Ihe flow i>f riuhmis as- 
sistance lo VielniLni was slowed by events in Wash- 
ington. Members of a. House caucus on 12 March 
voted l&°- lo 49 in favw erf a tesolulmn iippii^intL 
mtire military aid for cither Cambodia or Vietnam 
hi- fin e the end of the fiscal year. The ne.nl day, 11 
March, the House Foreign Affairs Committee re- 
jected a compromise proposal thai would have pro- 
vided some addJi fl o a i l aid- 

The Ford adnnntst ration pressed ahead v>nh ef- 
forts to convince Congress that additional assistance 
was essential to the survival of Vietnam and thai t hi 
Ciniprcs^i'iul apjnoaih to tins issue ss:i^ lhe eaun- 
of lhe Vjcliejint-M- di'cisioa eo withdraw from the 
highlands. 

Although the decline of U,S. support wot Ihe 
crucial facior in the overall disaster in Vietnam, the 
pfuximate Cause of (he high lands debacle Wis tile 
failure of the corps commander to accept an Intelli- 
gence estimate and Eo fighl the battle of Han Me 
Thuot with forces available- Then, when he fol- 
lowed this critical mistake with iwc o inert — inad- 
equate planning and cSeculioil of the Counicrailack 
from Phuoc An and a horribly mismanaged with- 
drawal down Route 7B — he started the enlirc nation 
fin a downhill slide that not evpn ihe valor of 
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ihousands of loyal officers and soldiers could re- 
verie- 

The Defense and State Departments were receiv- 
ing reasonably accurate daily reports from the DAO 
and Embassy in Saigon, but most journalists in 
Vietnam were having difficulty discovering what 
was really happening on the battlefield, and it has 
been argued thai military assistance could not have 
stemmed South Vietnam's decline because the 
South Vietnamese lacked the will to fight As in 
every war, some units performed poorly under 
attack, but the growing certainty that defeat was 
imminent, now that the United Stales hod cut back 
military assistance, was at the root of Ihe decline in 
combat efficient y Yui there were countless in- 
stances of great tenacity in defense and awesome 
valor in combat, even in ihe face of overwhelming 
enemy firepower and numbers. 

As the end of March approached, rqpnris from 
Saigon told Washington lhat a enwt was rnpidls. 
approaching, Mocked by Congress from providing 
relief in the form of additional assistance. President 
Ford dispatched General Frederick C Weyand. 
U.S. Army Chief of Slaff and the last senior Ameri- 
can commander in Vietnam, to Saigon lo make ■ 
personal assessment of the situation. General 
Weyand arrived on 27 March He met w-uli Ambas- 
sador Martin and Moj Gen Homer 15 Smith, Jr.. 
ihe Defense Attache, as well as wilh President 
Thieu and General Vjen He also met privately with 
ihe author on two occasions hi-t'orf l-.is departure m 
brief President FooJ oh % Apnl In these two meet- 
ngi, Ihe author strewed ihe point thai ah hough a 
decision to renew the U.S. commitment in Vietnam 
\v.\-, i ■■■.nil i. lI lo ns survival, it was already too lite 
for this alone. A U.S. military effort was required 
and, a.s a minimum, would have lo include U S. 
airpower against NVA formations, bases, and lines 
of communication in South Vietnam The author 
followed his discussions wilh General Weyand with 
a wrhten summary or his assessment on 31 March, 
quoted in its entirely: 

i Sa.uuA.iv. 

* The GVN tun ■ kw »tr«lc(j It nth U" defending fr"m 
K hints Tim wwh iml what remain* ntWH MH'» I»J1^ 
trari Thn. tiralrgy ■nighl tuvc hfLJ i!hr jii:itww- itf iuh™ 

11 k if iiVS {met*, in Mil's I ad 1 could has* been euriecMl 
nore or leu tauri for *mp*.«SrtiLni in the wmjiIi, 

til if the enemy forces conmdleJ. or 10 Bw eommltltd. inline 
the new. truiKjted South Vhrtnim »c« wrt m lh< ['•"nrevi, nr 
tsrma hniily 1 rrwitcrrod and 

(1) it lhe V,S- -eoBUpnoMm iu the ilrtWme tit Souih. VuinaB 

li^-Jc ci|ifnlciJ tft Ilk! fLSnn tit IBUflcdulr ik'h'.cricv ol fnfOlut 

c^uifflMfii. ktnmunicipfs ind supfilit*, foUau-ed by avuirinees thil 
ihki lapport would be eofiiiiHKd fat a bmf u 1he Istonh's 
ijajrcsMi^ mike* il neveuary. 

b W^lK rr^r.S l.^ I^l ir (ll. jh.ior. -if ill Itir m*j,-t r^iMrmMliiin, 
■n MR"* I and 3. n«il> Ihr ill} riivuliwi U.nili 3 ^liilnr li- Ik- 
ritrnlrij int^1 m fit j Jim <.hmmf^t 
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t Wii-h M f: juI im 1 2f, the enem* Aui reanfoi-ced n GVN 

MR }■ Keiat&Ktmeni concinuet ami the piil*n-1tal foe lawrr u 
i-rrj tatal 

d Racier 41} Kb mX tan drodrd, tart defeat n all hut crrtato 
wariava 40 day* wtthmt H flrraiM of f*,-«.i« (IfiMlll), iminul 
Uad polrtKnl vunrKirl mxa nr. Impr hr cncHigli li> pi.-vhlr ■ 
tUOCrulul iSrfniw Onl> I 3k: ajipiacalkaa tff Ll 5 It/UrCh: aaf- 

|k«n VtdBHi ui aas-e ihu any degree of rH-t^baliiy 

! RVVAl- CATAmirt TD RtUauL'F 1 

■ A-uuming nevrsvats equipment i* avjibNc and lhal the 13d 
AM VN Divbkmi d able hi DRKiijajs- fri™ Ibnh rWi, thr hiUiiw 
mt he read) ft* rnlcpfciyiacnl 4n JO iif 40 days 

(I) Thf ZaM PlVTiUM 1.4 LrapirwrnJs.l Inim ^imlKlnahlrj 
4 1) A I hrcr biipadr MjJinr Dilnala* 
i 1 1 r »r.<- • li.-i ditna.ni 
,4rTn*iT li>fi»»r Ran(rt 

i >> f(vta Jj/<ti ttiaeaafi aaad iwo general Upson jmilWjf 
|| al all. *!■< 
|4t Four aa-mored LLas-alry aqatirlroaas 

b. Odd and firflhali]} l*m additional divtuoaii tfwuld be ready 
For dVpioymenl in about 1 20 day* 
<: Mibi-niiii Ihc ihnre <■ mime ARVS ijinvrmi in MR * Hht 

bcCT fairly afljjrnajST. Ihcj a*T wmnal) uridrlalilrnirlb Vfidiaal- 
IPC Ibr djvwnaa by rraranrniai; IrftlluMal rsmm n underway 
IrtJikUial fiMrca lbraaurK n. ihr ley lu Delia actum}, man! 
i>i*lia>ur hi Fx UJ'icraJnl 

d Vnmityary Safety in the above rrjnospaanla wnkl nro 
vjjf ARVS with J' d^-iwrn lor divider, rquiv*k-n* nf 
ARVN/RanjcriVVNMCl wilturt 40 oay%. a* atUUM^ul IwnaW 

Miaaa |n fi«(ir rr, 

t 1 m \n Siiix. im Avail <.bii ma MX i v*iir i llrt ayitrvsi 

*'c hefcoT lhal Ibe U1n NY A rJivmni has jehsctI thai Ihr 
IJll H I na in ii sullrniti rnmulr Id MR 1 add lhal I Hi l Hither 
dii-ium mrrml ly ihrT*i>cd an ihr «a Hairs LM from ihc NVN 
imiir v. ill aim tm>«r Mtt J in ibe i*iic one n> Llirf* nvinth* 
lite BaycBKail of uruik (i> MR J will allow the an* of tdHuttOtt 

Im f^Kailil <| .in' ill. .' I •i/mC. J.MU l*ij;ri n-nihrrd 

Of HlfiltiatOTIi of OVT* MR * flmWW «r JiTk mIIii-. ill irrrain 

mrl supply. »r *> run Murvr lhal a nr» NVA divniiiit Hill in, 

Ili nv.nr inln MR 4 

4 S*( tl Ti au r^aairTHOf 

a U Ihc CVittunuailll> alkM ihr CiVN til li^nphl wrrli> l«cli 'It 

iruilanna, anajor aitaLLt in MR J. ihr (tV\ pciviatilv Li'uhl ...rga 
paue a uacceuful iWrntc The priiKinal hacllc area will ptLibatily. 
Iv Tay Nmh Pr«»iniT nberc lb* Ccvnnnunnti hav-e a Ihico 
ids iuhi oiui^akran <>f m-fanlrj Mrrrn pint 10 arli9lrr> balUttxim 
anU rhirr aiimir hallalaani TV) mij;hl drplny unr nr Itir iar»Jy 
am^ IB g divtuki*™ M Ehr faj NmKxfrj 

b. OpfKHiitf *f* i*i> ARVS divMaon ritaiivaicfirk, pfut hMiiion 
au- ProhaM) anMher rbui or fly* ARVS nprnienth equnalnili 
•oijIJ be marad l<i Ibn frmL but «■£! menu of like 5th and l4hh 
AKV'N Diviuik-.i n> i<* m Ij> Nmh *.hiIi| rrinrn In Ihnr aormal 
At i\ [Tius. in Taj- Ninb rwilb mri-Up ua Kaw VaBU>||arOVH 
WOUaJ ririxUbly drplin a lOlal tit trSrn iat riK >il mUiillh irri 
naenu, aufquriMl hf aa amor btnfadr An aaftaarae bcifade 
c&M be Ttanve. The CVN't attlii) to wuhuand and neyiraJuie 
riprclnl tm*-y aaiaMery and AAA fire will hi key fat-lorn 

C. !■ emUal MR 1 . \fv ConanivaiiM ihrral may bat» irmptirar 

lis IrwTinl iiir^r Itar Tlh and "Hb [>n narmm arr orpfciyrO In 
fi'ltlli jrv.1 unkm MK 1 l n|T, I is rl> M-u' Ihr Mill Diviwin 

and anisihcr disHaon stall prt-Aalilv be- L^onimiud lit wnLr mutli- 
ssjtJ in HHdlwni Hinb Oaonf rViTs iikc Ihrat totter would hr 
■upfaiaird by atouri run I baiulioani of arHJIer> and veverii lank 
baiialnso The (hrcc •iprramM >.tf (rar Mb ARVN i>viiio»i wnld 
|»n.*aM> H-ijuilr Mjppoil li> Jl Irail jni-rtlfc-r rrrinwnl anil jn 
aHborae bnaadr ARVN kituU firi*aMy unhiiand a issis-dm- 
um attack aJlboiqih they would prooabty abanJon I 'ha Qua. 



A tn eaiterp MR !. rirmenh of ihr t*h and 7th NVA tTHvi 
miwii r-^chlt iniif-.iri nl Sij jntilhrr dtviu.in, will pniiulilj 
tinilinvr allJiL-v In uVcflull X uaii Ian; alld C-Mahtrkh a Ifadgani-nl 

nonb of Ukji hua ARVN ha» only the Itlh Ditnaon m ihn 
area. To meel Ihn threat and ahxi to open rtmfln t aasd JO n- il ' 
pn-.HjHl-,, inavirr am-thrr ARVS iltvisj.in rs|uisalml Tbc OVN 
mtrkJ als.i plsitn.1 Ihr walrf mulci Ui \MMffO and I Ik- irs I (Hi 

tivtiB i he Delia 

r The m.ncmtnrt nf either Ihc Ttbor tth ARVN Dinwan nut 

iri Ibr Dcirtbcrn I3rlta ssiauld irvall n Rinair 1 tiring i.*n*nj and 

ihr defumn>re of iJie Jlia tamao* wnuU rrMJanjt<j Can I no and 
opea up the wajthcrn Delta to nearly uahnuled Communiw aaim 

T Thr r|hlan| v, ill hr srr-y hrjtv ssllh li'.rli CiW lit-sn 

s«.hu h ssdl have i» he frfdaceal amaaediaiels I hr (iVN *it\ hus-e 
iivnihlr nuKhme t > xTirauntsj (!n>mnn arnUkry and VNaF tfTeir 
hyema wall be lianiled hy Ci-annaHnrJ A A wcapms Thr last 

tstis nvrmttilvlcd llas imann mil haar tn he rr«U U,t l I rnimilnii-nl 
try raJly summer If llr*s > lulis iSLLur rail* lbt» year. (Jisflintu 
iirwi rlritirfiLs an the farFix'a Heak vtill probabiy has-e 1o hiiIi 
iliits frisoi UirnaiJ {ininisfis ITiii svnuliJ allnv* IheOVN 1nnc lo 
regroup and rr f,i lamia m T#y Nmh ami Kirn Tuiing Pins-aHtir* 

t CONCI USDS 

ll it poMthle lhat sanh jhn^lanr return!} and a ereal deal of 
baA. Ihr GVN nauhl ronontrl a MH.-veufvl ilrfrme vf *vha' 
rrmams irf MR'» ] and 4 || » eitrrmely iJnuNful 1ha< n could 

s*. ilTisI jr-j.1 an ntrmsisr '-nsnlsinc 4tkr LnmmilDintJ M QWH BuMr- 
tHHuI ( iltnmuhlsJ di-tithm ui MH i wlthiiwl V Ji hllalrrn- ail 
lujip'il mfiVS il>i ilcfra' ifi MR s i jjiI jilViual in derrat nf I tie 
CiVN, Soanh Vattnauia yyctuld be almou ctnMn to fall svuhan 
■hree to an tnoatht (or aooaarr) 

By ihi* time 4igvTK _ w7^ tn W»«.hing[ttn were csjuallv 
glixumy. A DlA aN%eSsmeni of J A.prjJ gave %c»iaih 
Vieiruin only Id Days. 

Mc-Jtr'whik, * mt^-onucplion wit's, spreading in 
Waih mglon ttul (he currcnl reverter in Vietnam 
cliiJ mil mvnlvc muL-h cnmhjl. In hii news ennfer- 
cfinc of 2 April. Secretary of Drfrnsc SL-hlciiriKci 
spoke af H retHivL-ly Hrric majttr flglittug " He rc- 
pcaled thii view on "Face the Nalion" on 6 April: 
'T1 n plun Ihat Ihc grcwi ofTermvc h » phrase lhal 
prnhahly should be in qiullalnm m:trks, What v.t< 
tatVC hiad here is a pariiul L cilbpv vtf South Viet' 
ituiiicse Forces, so thai there has been very liitle 
major ngltttng since the halite of Ban Me Thuot, 
and thai was an exception in ilwlf '" 

Ocmrol Smith coulJ mil let lhal impr™KHi ylmid 
and sent m message to CINCPAC and a number of 
addressee* in Washington allempling to correct the 
record 

On Ihr Limltar). Ilirrr wan ha-ats riglllihg all ahnaf Ihr tiiaslal 

plain aaad in the foottulla from aouih ai tTiu lloi in Khanh IDuiHig 
in Khanh lloa iTntvimif 

In Ihc halli aouth or r-hu Hat. (he M ARVN Di» repelled 

numa-inus hraa y llaro-tlia rkuanaJ Jlla. ll jnj rvrni aaliard Hmr 
ttnl piTulKmi rcdMr Ll fihalts Ha uniclrd lu svilhillaia ho. Jirw- 
■ a BOnhcra ItafiL kll clftOacd. 

In IIn Lot Dnt net Junt aorth of II ji Van r*m on QL-I. an 
>isrrri-isi.riirB; attack by wf to |-wu rciianrotii iaf the «kui>'* 
JIHh D>t funred ™wwa*rnfd ARVS drtriHSri-* Nuk rmm the" 

|x«u!ii-ns ami srsrrnl Ihr linr |]T LLinimunas.a|natlt 

Theic anacki could not nedcyunbtd at "hlile fightuiR" 

In ihr Ab Kb*Thnb Khe irjpi- alimi Ql.-I* n* Ihnb Dinh 

Phpv, Ihr ARVN" H4 OiV alrtrotnl UriingSy sa Ho r r»l J*W 
s-eftnLt attaianl deieianinrd and hraas SiVA alLavSi fhiHUnled. 
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..■ut^ufirtcd. and rvcntimlly eut <4f. \hr 2Jt\ fi-mfcta ill utmy hai-k ii> 
If* \urs ami u n rtmliutly etatualrd 1 Till KD .1 kwijj jml 

LaVewnr mkm$ i)L-l\. 1t*c ARVS' r. B hi n KK^h num* 
a bailie of nujw prnpartwiH. The NVA tfth l>v rftip*»y«v> 

IhUV in.1 r .,^!il> !. -ui in*»nl 1 j rcaimi-nlii In uVrfi r I',: 

ATtVH IMrmn IV A.HV N U AirthVM tUlt WM. ItdUOKl 10 
indy MK1 mm b> thr Irtir il *a.t able I" li^hl il* OUt of 

rfn irLlcinKH-i anil rc^rowfi uuaii f*ar khan Hun^ 

RiapEcirvMj 1 iicwimcnii lh*t yi>» 'Mfgrd in ilw Chair nun 
lh« he Kifuwnt IhrSwrrlary with Ihrw f*. U «i llial ail aLf uialr 
rrprrw-niatxn 1' whi feu. mtuiinl naiahi he p*e»tna«d in 1 Ik 
Amrl lua ptn^ilr llirlr n a "g.teal dlTeflalW - lUhaefWaJr. 

Meanwhile the bloody struggle continued as the 
GVN assembled ils- tew force* recovered from Ihe 
defeated regions, reorganijed. anil redeployed for 
ihe final rittd 

R*orfan£zation and Rede pl«j meat 

The Miff AR VN foiiiAftcC and strong local coun- 
ter ai tacks in Tay Ninh, Binh Duong, Binh Lang, 
and Long Khanh Province* caused Ihe IWA to pull 
back and regroup. Meanwhile, a relative colrn Ki- 
lled over the haElldkldl during ihe firM of 
Apnl. and ihe ARVN espkn[ed ihe opportunity to 
reorganise shattered umls arriving front lite north 
and redeploy forces 10 incei ihe ueiiani resumption 
on he NVA attacks. 

On I ApnL General Toan commanding lit 
Corp*, relumed ibe beacl<|uj.rt.,T\. anti Iwp battalions 
of lllr 4Hth Infanlry 1« iheir parent division, ik- 

18th, from Tay Ninh Province. The regiment 
moved to the Xuan Loc area bui sent us 2d Battal- 
ion down lo Ham Tan on Ihe coast of Binh Tuy 
Province lo secure Ihe city and port while large 
nuniK-is nl tLiii.^'tA pnurcd mlo the province from 
ihe hunl hi. About 400 triXipv survivors «f tlif 2d 
ARVN Division, were among lIkim arriving front 
Military Region 1. When reorganized and ree- 
i| nipped. I hey would take over the security mission 
■n Ham Tan 

The 42d ARVN* Infanlry. Ifllh DivLwm, mean- 
while was pressing forward on Route 20 south of 
Dmh Quon and in sharp fighting on 1 April killed 
over 50 NVA troops. The olher regiment of the 
lUth was fighting eaal along Route I, near Xuan 
Luc and m tonlact with a major enemy fore*. 

General Toan also returned Ihe battalion* of the 
7th Infantry righting on Highway I near Go D&u 
Ha lo their division at Lai Khe, This left Ihe defense 
nf l ay Nmh Frounce and its tine of communication 

n> rhe 2<rh AttVN Division, rlemcnU iif the id 

Armored Brigade, Rangers, jusd lerrrtonala. 

Shocked by the necessity to withdraw the 
RVNAF from Ihi m'-nhem military regtom, in- 
tensely preoccupied wtak die fierce baiUe» ra^inj, 
wkhin sight and sound of the nation's capital, unable 
to oblain reliable infornialion concerning ihe status 
of withdrawing and decimated units, and further 



Fire to Camtulatign 

..■■.in..-1-r iu-iJ wiih enormous personal and family trag- 
edies thai permeated all iheir thoughts, the ofneen 
of Ihe innl General SlalT negkcird anu! very 
late — and until piixklt d into action by ihe DefeitM: 
Attache Office— ihe planning required For reorga- 
nizing and reeqmpping shattered units whose mem- 
bers were pouring into the southern purl*. 

{.."•iiliMH'l MilwJirtl 1'i-lovky. Chief i»f ihe Army 
Division. DAO r took the lead in encouraging the 
Central Logistics Command to develop Ihe ptun On 
27 March, General K buyer*. 1he Chief of Ccnlral 
Logislics Command, as well a* ihe Chief of Scuff of 
Ihe JGS. approved a ptim seltma: forth a schedule 
for ihe reconttiiulion uf units fiiHii Mthiary Regions 
I ami 2 and ineluding ihe requircmehis for repEaec- 
ment vctnelei. weapons, and all types or equipment 
and supplies. Unfortunately* General Khuycn had 
been unable to secure from Ihe personnel, plans, and 
operations sections of ihe SOS information concern- 
ing personnel strcnsrlh* and unil duposi lions, nud 
Itu- pliin wm tlieu-fiTL- not onh iileiiinplele 'njr 
unworkable. Data concerning units available for 
reconsotui ion and information on the numbers and 
locations of officers, noncommishioned officers, und 
soldiers for 1hese units were Iherefore not even 
considered The unrealty of ihe plan was aggravate 
ed by Ihe fuel Ihm il was preilicflietl on ihe avaitahil- 
ily of lunik in a suppluiEii'silal .i]>pn epilation and the 
vifLuirieaiii at>M.-nce of a clear, fully coordinated 
itatemeiu of priorities. But despite these shortcom- 
ings, planning and reorganization went ahead, and 
the Army Division of Ihe DAO rcprop. rammed 
unused funds and called forward as much supplies 
ami ci.|iiipmL-nE as unnld he rcnJiiriea.il y obtained 
under ihe severe funding limits and reasonably em- 
ployed upon arrival. 

By 29 March no contributions to the plan had 
been received from the J-l, J-3, or M although ihe 
Opemlions and Plans Division, DAO, made another 
appeal for full JGS pafticipaiion. Again, ah hough 
these other staff sections were not represented, joint 
South Vietnamese-American planning continued, 
the U.S side being represented by the DAO. and 
ihe South Vietnam tick being represented hy only 
RVNAF logisueian* frorn the Central Logistics 
Command. The revised plan was approved by Gen- 
eral Khuycn on I April and published as a JGS 
document, signed by General Vien, on April Hy 
this lime, the JGS hod hecome folly involved, and 
the plan included nil acli valion schedule lhat derail 
with ihe avaubbiliry of units, personnel, and equip- 
ment as well as ait ohMous. alihough unstated, con- 
cept for deployment after reconsltlution. 

Hy 2 April, ihe survivors at lite Manne Division 
were disembarking at Vung Tau. Under ihe leader- 
ship of their commander. Maj. Gen. Bui The Lan, 
they were moved into Ihe 4th Battalion^ camp 
1here for processing and reorganisation In all, of 
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1 he ]2,(XX> Marine* who had been deployed in Mih* 
My Region I, about +.000 were ■( Vung Tau, The 
equipment Iht .1 rt'or punned ttr.inun was on hand in 
the Saigon- Long Btnh tret, but moving i( lo Vung 
Tiu wnuld be djfTtcult. A more serious problem wd 
the shmrtage of infantry leaders. > Marine battalion 
commanders and 40 company nomnuuideri had 
been tilled in action during March and April. Nev- 
ertheless, the division rapidly look shape. One bri- 
gade of three rifle battalions and one artillery battal- 
ion wn ready 1o receive equipment in Ihree days 
Ten days later, an addition*] similar brigade 
formed, 

M:'jnwhde r on L Apnl the evacuation of Nha 
1 rang cunc to an end when NVA Iroops moved in 
to occupy Ihe harbor Bul Ibe evacuatum thf Cam 
Ritrth Day cnnlmucd- Fartli<?r mmiiJi, Phan Ransj Aii 
Dak came under increasing enemy pressure, and il* 
evacuation began, although ihe VNAPi nth Air 
Division conlinued limited operations from Ihe 
field. A forward command posl of III Corps was 
established al Phan Rang under Li. Gen. N^hi and 
oa 7 April the 2d Airborne Brigade was flown into 
Than kjuip. On '> April, ihe brigade moved to Du 
Long, north of Phan Rang on Highway I, lo block 
the 1 0th NVA Division, moving south from Cam 
Ranh in Ihe face of intensive air strikes by I he 
VNAP Meanwhile, Tlun Thicl. the town and an 
h.i-.i Mi.ilhrtt-M nf I'liaii Rang in ftnih Tlluaji Prov- 
ince, was under attack. Binh Thuan territorials 
fought eitremely well, but Ihey could not hold foe 
long against large NV'A formations approaching 
1 (trough the hill* from ihe north- Highway I would 

be cut in Hill h 1 liuan and I'ltuii Rang iviLalcd. Phan 

Thiei on 1 2 April came under heavy attack, and iu 
Ihree RF battalioni and 20 PF platoons were over- 
whelmed it the end or a determined defense, 

As of IE A pul, about -tO.taal troops from Military 
Regions I and 2 had reported to training camp* or 
had been reassigned to unit* in Military Region i. 
The 7d ARVN Division, which had been a«embled 
at Ham Tan. had grown to 3,600. including two RF 

battalion* assigned lo il frum iiia lJinh 1 1 r. .\ in.. if lis 

reconstituted 4th Infantry Regiment was sent to 
Phan Rang, relieving the 2d Airborne Brigade, but 
ihe balance of the division would have four Light 
battalions when the i>ui Titling ww complete Re- 
grettably, the 4th lufiuviry w« destroyed for (he 
second and fuul time an ihe defense of Phan Rang. 

The 3d Division on 1 1 April had about 1,100 men 
at Ba Rta, Phuoc Tuy. and would be as-signed 
another 1,000 toon, but n wa* *h»n all tspe* of 
weapons and equipment. The 1st Division was also 
at Ba Rib but wilh only two officers and 40 men. 
Near 8a Ria, at Long Hat, was Ihe 23d Division 
with alviui l.LHaJ men and 20 rifle*; 

The 22d ARVN Division, whose tough resistance 
in Binh Pmh w» one of the most remarkable feats 



of determination, courage, and leadership of Ihe 
war. was in belief shape thrui oi her divisions. Al ihe 
Van Kicp National Training ucnlcr at Vung l au, 
the 2 2d had about 4,600 men, one-third of whom 
were territorials from Military Region 2. It was 
ihon of all categories of equipment, however: al- 
i hough 1 1 had enough artillerymen to man Ihree 
li.i 1 1, i In. mis, i[ had no hicwil/crs Nevertheless, sp.irv 
ly equipped and barely organized, ii wan order l.. 3 i,> 
deploy to Long An Province on 1 2 Apri I 

\ L-n heal haHle was shapinjt up in Long An as 
the 3th NVA Division, rnovinp down from Svay 
Rieng Province in Cambodia, launched a %irnmg 
attack near Tan An with its 27Sth Regiment on 9 
Apnl The Long An territorials fought well and 
were reinforced from IV Corps by ihe 1 2th Infan- 
try, 7lh ARVN Division. Againsi hghi losses, ihe 
2d Battalion, 12th Infantry, killed over 10(1 member* 
of the 275ih NVA Regiment, forcing its commandci 
to ask for reinforcement The nexl day, the NVA 
attacked the Can Dol airfield in Tan An and, tfler 
closing Highway 4. were driven off with heavy 
1i>smts by 1 imp An territorials In two subsequent 
days of heavy fighting, ihe ihree l.onp An b:il Lai 
ioni, the 301st. 322d, and 330th. accounted for over 
120 enemy killed and 2 captured. Meanwhile, the 
12lh ARVN Regiment, fighting two regiments of 
Ihe 5th NVA Division, killed over JS0 and captured 
16. Into ll"* ccnnhai ihe JOS sent ihe reconstituted 
22d Division, the first battalion arriving fin 12 Apnl 
and two more following later. To provide unity of 
command against Ihe 5th NVA Division, the JGS 
adjusted the boundary between III and IV Corps, 
giving the Tan An battle area lo IV Corps 

The NVA kept the pressure On Him Hoa aiu! I ay 

Ninh Provinces, primarily wilh frequent heavy at- 
1-acfcs b> fire dunng the first Iwo weeks of April. 
Rockets hit Bien Hcvi Air Base and the military 
Training .v ili r and schools al Hear t^H, while Tay 
Ninh was struct repeatedly by lO^mm. and 155- 
mm artillery at well as rockets. The ARVN clung 
lo Khkm Hanh. mainlaining control of Trang Dang 
and Cu Chi, bul skirmishes wilh enemy forces were 
frcquen!. Meanwhile, ihr final ma^ir battle of ihe 
war was taking shape at Xn&n Loc- 

Xaaa L« 

The Souih V r icE1in1iicsc r'ouyht splendidly at \uan 

Loc, bul the NVA high command used the battle as 
a "meat grinder," sacrificing its own units to de- 
stroy irreplaceable ARVN fortes Meanwhile I 
Corps could slip u> ihe we*t and sel the stage for an 
assault on Saigon. 

After ihe first NVA attempt 1o seize Xuan Loc 
hod been si Mindly repulsed. Ihe 34 1 si NVA Division 
Pat 9 April began a second awult on ihe town, 
defended b> ihe Ijilh ARVX Division. Infacllry and 
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tanks were preceded hy an artillery honihardrncnt or 
about rounds, imr of ihc heaviest in the war 

With tanks firing down Ihe si reels, rumMO'tam! 
fighling developed in ■ fierce buttle iha.i lasicd until 
dusk, by ihat time, the 4 3d ARVN Infantry had 
driven most of the shattered enemy force from the 
(own, and the 52d ARVN Infantry baae on Route 
20 w#i mil hi friendly kinds The enemy resumed 
i he .iiuilL. the iirM d^y. [hi 4 ! time committing the 
165th Regimem of [he 7lh NVA Division il. i j. 
with regiment* c»f the alb. and 34l*t NVA Divisions. 
■\ it .11 11 ihc A\Uxk failed (Sec Map 21.} 

West of Xuan Lxv. between J rang bom and the 
inlcrsevtum of Highway* t and 20, the ARVN 322d 
Task FtifLc and hi Airborne Brigade (two battal- 
ions) were trying to force their way e»M against suflf 

raktanm. 

The NVA attacked the rear bow or the 52d 
ARVN Infantry on Route 20. the 43d Infantry in 
the Xuan Loc. and the 82d Ranger Battalion on 1 1 
Apul, ihr lIhilI day of ihc baiile Al Ihat time, (he 
battalion of the 4Sth Infanlry securing Ham I an 
went back to Xuan Use. and the 1st Airborne 
Brigade moved, in closer to the town I.ihL I ,i\ r 
322 was making very dow progress opening the 
road from Trang BtMt to Xuan Loc. and General 
Loan ordered Task Force 315 from Cu Chi to 
reinforce. 

On the I2lh, battalion* of the ili ARVN Infantry 
were sull in heavy fighting north of Xuan Loc, bui 
the town, although demolished, was still held by the 
43d ARVN Infantry. NVA losses to ihat point were 
probably in excess of DUO killed, 5 captured, 900 

weapon* captured, and I I T-54 Eanlu destroyed. 

ARVN casualties had been moderate. Most of the 
43d ARVN Regiment was holding east of the (own; 
the 4Slh was vnHhwesl; the 1» Airborne Brigade 
wassouih but moving norih inward ihc S2d Ranger 
BittaBoB; and the 322 Task Force was on Roule I 
we*1 of Ihc Route 20 junction, attacking toward 
Xuan Loc. 

With the situation apparently temporarily lUabt- 
Irred, Oencra.1 Smith Ihought it appropriate to 
inform Hawaii and Washington that the RVNAF 
was pulling up a determined and so far successful 
battle for Xuan I .in,-. He sent a message on "The 
Battle < if t .ong k hanh" ' to the Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, General Oeorge 5 Brown, on 13 
April 1 

I. %> hive a vkiist) in Ihc making in ih* bailie for Loaaj 
Khan* RVNAF ha* «*o»-n unannnLiMv m ^innuuujn, 
«i1l and it* u-atajer w fl^hi esea ihivujK the i<Jih aie heat dv 
»etf hard H.IMH ihem Allhcvah the batik may have paued 
,m\y ihrovjh FKaac I. wc can say fefihum uuniaui ihii RVNAK 

haj win r»«nU *inr 

i. fhn hanh 1lm l i-*iiiol of iht uial iioad junctna of QL^I and 
<JL-J0 and (he province capital a4 Xuan l« hcean .hi * AftH 
vulh m I.!*}) mumj ».in, rntnltin nf arljllrr*. nvk-rl iml tn.--!ji 
IVre. OalAuiBhrlrd tjVN tufLn fktit illiWdl fftm die CM) Sad 
r«m Ihe maBf i.-ilLafn^ad haflilen kkaaj (>L-Kl ARVN quickly 



LiHani^roiai-ked and h-> nighifali <w Ihc finl da» of ihc butlk had 
dnvm nu*t nf Ibrovmy frt«n I j*. allt«iu«h NVA Ifu^i 

dill k«vupnl nunt lulllktt ami ■.illjprv 

I A\ Ihe halite profreMed. it heeamc cinr thai the mcmy »i» 

dc I C mined I" drMnr^T IN- 4dV»rfm jrJ ump) lh»» nJnii 
(ilnii) In Mh-ti Miu Jl ill liMi ll) Ihr Ihilal lit Ihr nallle, 
rlntirnii 4)1" ihrof SVA Jit.namw wen coaanikted 

a Thn. nciinma: ih.; l>-|i nni^i -.if Ihc Tifth .Ij> of llw hiUk. 

ARVN ifilt hci^K d> Jin4|iii> tl hn rnnli'IL nj inil taMv kn all 
rrpiairnli iff Ihr Mth IJiv. Ihr Kl AirhHlir Hihr, l*i» Miliar 
itan. Lh(rr Rl- Hit* and l«hs amured taaa. terces in ikw tuade area 
A K \'N nreani li» kla> VMAl ha* r^'^KlfJ c-'nun^'U* .lyiManiJ 
• . ^ ■.upjhht Lnrmy kme* ha^c hccTv di|a>cnnf liven iflct 
#djH*lin| fi>» fHwiMr dJ"iWr-v"«n«ina;. rnrmj Silkrd w| Irfi <m 

Ihr hiMlrfirM n.ml I XKI Thr njuiSjiml lit ■ latik Hll hj\ (m 
T»nprd iiua, <K-iily JO [anLi (K-rr iCO *e*(uaM have been caft- 
lurnl laLludahj a 37 fan. u-n nt"iiaiv went lectMlevt nuns ami 
ll aij^d'.jjc lauikK^fi 

5. Thf *akir ami ag|f rcvu* rnevs nf ti\'N lnn|rH, rvpri,L«ll|, 1hr 
I J»r Khahhi HrjHtUl I iAtv H i-rrl«inl t indkiMllvr Lnai llbnc 
*'U*fv adn4ualrl> tijulpfed and flnt(«*l> kd. are, nUB-fof -aiBfl, 
vaady lupefatw to Iheir aitvefsanev The ballk tor Xuan Lee 
apr«arv tn veitle (nr die 1wne Ixina Ihe 4UcMkw "w>|| AK V'N 
flflHl 

Tlie message made well the pom! that ihe South 
Vietnamese in Long Khanh were mctcesl fighting in 
rli L ' death l<ir i heir country . It was a greal coopera- 
tive effort helween the ARVN .inJ ihc VNAF thai 
ennhlcd the IKih L>i vision, ihc Kt .-Whoruc UrigjdL'. 
and the Kangcri to hold on. Two resupply missions 
were flivwri into i!ie besieged town; on IZ April, 
CH4? liclnMipirrs brim^ht in 43 tons or artillery 
ammuraiimn and followed with 100 tons ihe neit 
day. Meanwhile, the VNAF reactivated some Al-E 
fighicr-rbonabcn and used a modified C-l 30 transport 
to dr*ip I S.000-r«iund bombs | Flown in by the U.S. 
Air Force) on enemy posiiions. These airplanes. 
JlyniH against intense antiaircraft fire, took a heavy 
■oil of the NVA divisions around Xuan Loc. 

The NVA assault resumed im 13 Aprd H> this 
time, seven of the nine regiments ttC Lhe nth, 7th, and 
ta 1st Divisions had been committed to the Long 
Khanli baitle The si tack began il CM 50 against the 
headquarters and 1st Battalion, *Jd ARVN Infan- 
try, and lasted until 09J0 When the enemy with, 
drew, he left 23S dead aii-d about K> weapons mi ihc 
field, t he attack packed up again al noon and lasted 
unlil I5O0, but lhe 4>d. vs. 1 1 hi heavy VNAF suppon 
held. 

Mrajisvhilc, the 1st Airborne Brigade cOnliniicd 

to aiuck north toward Xuan Loc, and Task Force 
i21, now reinforced by the 3l5lh and 3l6lh Task 
Forces, struck from the wot, VNAF observer*, had 

discovered two hallcrie* of I JOrtlfrt guftS nOflhcaM 

of Xuan Loc and took them under attack. 

The NVA continued tending additional force* 
into Military Rcgmn i. The I Corps from Thanh 
Hoa Province in North Vietnam set up its headquar- 
iers m I'hiHK I ong ,dong with lhe .113th, i2flB, 
U4lh, and Vtmh Dis isuins I hi- ,H2lh slayctl with 
corps headquarters in Phuoc Long, but the 320B 
and 325th moved 10 I i>iv Khanh where ihe Ji25ih 
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emered the haitlc on 15 April 1 he Uhli and .M>iih 
Divisions were also on I he march toward Saigon 
Inuri Military Region 2- AenaJ phoUigraphy re 
vealed * major concentration of antiaircraft artil- 
lery, including radar-controlled S5-mm and .17mm 
gun* ■round Don Luan. as well as SA-i missile 
tranportcrs and equipment on Route 14 south of 
f juang Due. 

The JGS and the ARVN 111 Corp* bolstered the 
inner defense* of Saigon while the battle continued 
on the vital eastern approaches al Xuan Loc, Gener- 
al Ba, commanding the ^iih ARVN Divtuim. pui a 
forward command fnvM unh his Ji>h Infamry Regi- 
ment Ml Go Dau Hi In Tay Ninh City he had the 
4s>th Infantry and the 3i!'.idi.juj.ricr* and one haiial- 
lon of I he ^61 h Infantry The balance of I he 4-t?l hi 
was on Route 22 between Tay Ninh City and Go 
Dbj Ha <Map 22) 

The inner defense* of Saigon were manned by 
territorials and a few tegular formations, utmc of 
which had been recently reconstituted. I'hrcc 

Ranger jirnups wrtc an tile Western approaches. 

The new 8th Ranger Group had iti 1,600-man force 
near Fhu Lam on the edge of Saigon where Route 4 
enter* the city from the Mekong I">rlta Soiitliu vst 
of Phu Lam on Roule -4 mai Ftmh fhiinh was the 

bth Ranger Group,, recently reorganised with ahoui 
2,600 men North of the city was the newly orga- 
nized 9th Ranger Group with about LTOO men pro- 
tecting }lts; District only five kdornvU'rs nurlh 
of Tan Son Nhui Air Base Rich. ji r<lu P had four 
105-nim. howitzers bul lilt It fire-direction equip- 
ment, and all were shod of radio* and machine 
Com. The Ranger* and territorials in Hoc Mon 
intercepted a ItiU-m.in NVA group on 14 ApnL 
capturing five soldiers from ihe IDth Sapper Rcgi 
ment, 27th Sapper Division, and killing 1 1 others 
The sappers VMSW accompanying a special group of 
lirronsls and propagandists schosf mission v, as In 
stan uprisings in Go Vap near Tan Son Nhut. 
Liberation radio hod been culling for popular upris- 
ing! since 1 1 April, hut ihcM.' appc.il>. lite all others 
10 past nfTcTvwves, were ignored by the population 

The eastern and southeastern approaches, to 
Saigon were anchored at Long Dinh by a brigade or 
marines. The exhausted 18th ARVN Division was 
falling had from Xuan Loc through Trang Som 
toward Bien Hoa City by 15 April, and Long llmh 
would soon become Ihe front line on the ea#- 

On ihe west, although Long An lemtoriak and 
the 12th ARVN Infantry were Mill holding at Tan 
An. NVA artillery moved in close enough to Saigon 
to blast I'hu Lam svith 122-mm rockets on IS April 
A large ARVN" radio inuisniiUfr silc wav located 
near the Route J road junction at I'hu Lain Two 
barrack* housing the troops and iheir dependents 
were demolished This attack, only seven kilometers 
wiuih of the Tan Son Nhtit runways and the office* 



of the Defense Attache, emphasised the serious 
Unreal to Ihe city I lie enemy atlack plan called for 
severing Route 4 near flinh Chanh. Here they 
would prevent the ^lh and 4th ARVN Divisions 
from moving up Roule J to assist in the defense of 
Ihe city . and from limli C hanh sappers and terrorist 
li'jms would infiltrate through I'hu Lain lo Ian Son 
Nhul and Saigon 

fn Long An Province, the Sih NVA Division 
persisted in heavy attacks along the old Military 
Region '<• and J boundary, but h> IS April was 
forced to pull hack to the nonhw cni . The 12th 
\RVN InLuilts li;id inflicted hc,n\ los>c> Oil ihe 
tnliand J7Stli NVA Regiment* near Tun An By lhi>. 
tithe, small, ill -equipped haltaliofli of the reconsiiiul- 
cd 4im jiul RegimenP.. 22d ARv'N Division 
had been deployed in Den Luc and Ton An l*u( the 
NVA force was growing rapidly, Lletncnls of five 
NVA divisions were now in Long An nnd umth- 
western Hau Nghia; the 3d, 5th. Hth. and 9th Infan- 
Iry Divisions and the 2?th Sapper Division 
Additionally, ihe 2b2d Antiaircraft Kcgimem and 
ihe Tlsl Antiaircraft Brigade had batteries near the 
Long Aii-Hau Nglua boundary. 

Far to the east and north of the capital, the final 
battles for Ninh l liuan and Itinh I huaii Provinces 
were being fought Major attacks by the Id NV'A 
Division, down from its successes in Binh Dinh 
Province, began on 14 April against the reconvtilul- 
ed h,ur.iiu-.|is ,sr I he 2d ARVN Hisisum, ihe t Ul 
Ranger Group anil ihe Icrnlon.ils I he allacks were 
repulsed on the Nih and 13tli, hut tile defenders 
were finally overwhelmed on 16 April and I'han 
Rang was lost The last of the nih Air Division 
abandoned Ihe airfield with the remaining Ftyahle 
airplanes, leas inn four AC-11S>i and two A-iTl to 
the enemy. 

Binh Thuan Province held out for two additional 
days, bul Phan Thiet fell on 1H April Some of the 
best territorial trot>ps in ihe i nunlr y had put up one 
of the tnont determined and aggressive defenses of 
the war. 

Xuan Loc was 100 lilomclvrs west of I'har t hiel 
and it wan here I hat I lie final decisive tut lie was ^ 1 1 i I 
being fought. After a week of the toughest, continu- 
ous combat experienced since Ihe offensive began, 
(he lt)1h ARVN Division had (0 give ground and 

he.!il Ms wav h.u k Hun Hoa Ihe aniioied 

task forces an Route I had to pull back also; half of 
their equipment had been destroyed, and the 6lh 
NVA Division was moving north of Roule I 
toward Trang Bom. NVA l.sO-mm gun battcne* 
were seen in the jungles north of Route I, also 
moving toward Bien Hoa and on 1$ and 16 April 
Ihe ah" base was hit, first by 122-mm, rockets, then 
h\ 111 -mm gunfire. The runway had to he closed 
for awhile On the lilh due to \m.ill craters and 
debris, but the jjuns on the 16th were more accurate 
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th*n the rocked and damaged 6 J--*s and 14 A-lTt. 
Sappers penetrated the base on ihc night of [lit 1 5ih 
and blew up pan of i he ammunition storage area 
That night aho marked 1hc end of (he organized 
defense oF Xuan Lw following ■ furious kmvIi cm 
ARVN positions at (he junction of Koulci I and 20 
An artillery bombardment of 1,000 rounds Fell cm 
the headquarters and 3d Battalion. 52d ARVN In- 
fantry, an artillery battalion, and element or the Mb 
Armored Cavalry Squadron, Four 155-mm- and 

eight ]f>5-inm, howitzers were de*1 ■> ed , and I he 
NVA infantry and mnk attack forced the battered 
ARVN force bock, along Route- 1. A general wilh- 
drawal began and continued until 20 April, by 
which time no organized ARVN force* cabled cut 
of T rang Horn. Mean-while, ihe 1st Aiihomc Hn- 
gade. frustrated in Us attack liiwald Xuali Lev. 
withdrew ihrough i he plantations and jungles 
coward Ba Ria in Phuoc Tuy Province, where u 
would defend until Soulh \ lemua. capitulated 

Tmt Last Week 

An uneasy quiet scttkd over the battlefields be- 
I ween 20 and 26 April while the enemy made plan*. 

conducted rBConhamaftLc. and issued orders for the 

final drive. Sixteen NVA divisions were now in 
Military Region J and poised for > three-pronged 
attack on Saigon, 

The Intense Attache Office al 1 an Son Shut had 
eamblijihcd an evacuation control center on I Apnl 
and had started sending nonessential American civil- 
ian employees home on 4 April. On the 20th it 
began a full -scale evacuation of iu personnel, de- 
pendents, and Vicinjuneac civilian employeev 

Clinging to the hope thai the North Vietnamese 
mighl stop the offensive and negotiate a settlement 
providing for some South Vietnamese representa- 
iicin. President I'lneu resigned from office on 2\ 
April. But the removal of this lung lmnipcied ribsta.- 
cle lo reconciliation of North and South had no 
discernible effect. The North's successes on ihe 
batltcficld* and the absence or any prospect of U.S. 
support had left no boats for negotiation- The South 
no longer had an yd) tag lo bargain with. 

Preparations complete, Ihe NVA resumed the 
attack on 26 April, cuih Dien Hon 1he focus east of 
Saigon. The (own and bit base received heavy artil- 
lery fire, and the NVA divHmni im Route I began 
moving toward Bien Una. Somh of Long Binh. 
Route 1 5 was interdicted, isolating Vung Tau, and 
Ba Ria fell lo the NVA DAO plans for large-scale 
evacuation though VungTau were tbtrtdoaed 

The NVA in Long An and Hau Nghia Provinces 
renewed attempts to dislodge ihe stuborn ARVN 
defense* in the weal. 

On If April. Vice I'resuJcm Tran Van Mucin a. 
who had succeeded President Tinea, having l.nU-cl 



in trying to form a government wiih which the 
Communists would negotiate, was succeeded by 
Duong. Van "Big" M«nh. Hut I hi* mrtve wnsaAirrele" 
vanl as had been Thteu's resagtulion 

Early in ihc evening of ihc Jlllh. a flight of A07s, 
piluicd by VNAF pilots forced into enemy service, 
bombed Tan Son Nhul Air Base A number of 
aircraft were destroyed on the ground, but [he field 
remained operational- The blow was more damag- 
ing psychologically lhari llialcrialls , although nunl 

Saigoneae thought il was an attempted coup d eiai 
fill her than un enemy action It was Ihe first time 
airpower had been used against the Soulh and il 
signalled Ihe beginning of ihe cad, 

On 29 April a heavy bombardment of Tan Son 
Nhul began. Rockets and artillery hit aircraft stor- 
age areas and runways, and rockets landed in the 
DAO compound. Cu Chi was under attack, and 
NVA sappers and enfant r> were in fin V'ap, jus< 
north (if Tan Son Nhul II Wis clearly ihc lime fur 
the few remaining Americans to leave. 

By dawn on 30 April the American evacuation 
was complete, Thai morning Duong Van Mmh 
surrendered ihe country 10 the North Vietnamese 
Array. 

Nate oa Sources, Chapter! 1 5—17 

General Van Tten Dung's article* on the final 
offensive sel ihe May.r r...r ihe :iclion mi llie-r l hap 
icrs. The factual record of the combat actions and 
order or bailie was derived from multiple sources. 
Principal among Ihem were Ihe following: reports 
of DAD Regional Liaison Officer* in the field. 
panicuUfly those in Military Regions L, 2, and .1 
who visited units in combat, as well ai senior com- 
manders and staff officers; reports of Ihe Consul 
Generals, particularly those al Da Nang and Nha 
Tring: reports of offices of the U.S. Embassy, 
Saigon; noics and rexolkxtiotn of the author, who 

visiied each military region and had conversations 
with senior commanders and staff officers; DAO 
fact sheets and assessments prepared for General 
Weyand. and the author's notes and recollections of 
meetings with i rc-neral Weyand 

The Weekly Intelligence Summaries published by 
DAO and J2/JGS were also used, as were the fual 
DAO Quarterly Assessment and Ihe report or Army 
l)is isuin, DAO 

Generals Vien and Tmong read and commcnicd 
on the deployments, plans, and combat described, 
and American newspaper accounts were used far 
*1«1cmcu1* of tl-S. officials concerning the final of- 
fensive. 

Most of ihe data on the April rccouvuiunon was 
derived From the "Army Division Final Report." 
Vol IX: "Keconstitulion of Forces," Defense Alia- 
ehc Office. Saigon. IK June 1975 <compiled by the 
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K.skiual USDAto Swpir office. Fort Shifter, 

Finally, the mini important fci.ng.Jc check on the 
Accuracy of the account of this final offensive was 



contributed by Colonel Hoang Ngoc Lung, J2/JGS, 
wh» corrected Several mbconccpliom and provided 
invaluable perspective*- 
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Was Defeat 
Inevitable? 

What happened in Ihe LsM two year* of the strug- 
gle in Vietnam cannot really he undersuiod in isola- 
tion from iHl- many ytin of war that preceded Ihc 
fmjl period Outsider able treatment wn» I here (ore 
given to event* immcd lately preceding the Parts 
agreement,, lo I he balance of force* ■□ the South, to 
the dispositions nf fnrccx following the Communis 
1972 offensive, mMl [lp ihc cease-fire fcndgrab bai- 
lie*. Although measurements of power were not 
aiicitipicd, for the nature of ground combat docs not 
lend itself to uich analytic K \w clear lhar a 
lemponry stalemate had been reached, The South 
w*s strong, defensively and growing \rn Ml^cf vs tilt 
It! newfound confidence, stability* and steadily im- 
proving combat efficiency, all brought about largely 
by the success of the Viclrumirjlion program. 

On the other hand, North Vietnam's expedition- 
ary force, although no longer s upported by an effec- 
tive southern guerrilla force and badly battered by 
the haltles of 1972. embarked on an intensive pro- 
gram of reorganiz-aiion, minlemi/atHW, jncl logi.sii- 
cal buildup wilhnul iiiteffcicnLe from ihc United 

Suites of South Vietnam The United Stale* had 
withdrawn its forces from South Vietnam and ihal 
country lacked the military strength to attack ihc 
enemy's rear logistical area* tad new, lines of com- 
munications. 

Cicneraluaiions about the character of the strug- 
gle in Vietnam inevitably fail many tests for validity 
aad often lead 1o leu rather than more understand' 
ing, That is why so much detail bo* Keen included in 
this account. One generalisation, however, seems 
clear Muring the hut two yean of the war, the 
South adopted an aggressive defense that strength- 
ened its influence and improved security m the 
poputnled regions of the counlry Seriously cimi- 
cernrd ahoul ihal success, the Communists respond- 
ed with plam and operations specifically directed to 
"defeat pact heat ion." 

Although the antipacificalion plan was a failure, 
the NVA eliminated Hep by step isolaled govrrn. 
mcnl outposts, movl of which mlcrlVrfd :n mtkc 



degree wMh Ihe Communist pl-in lm developing 
sparsely populated regions and securing the expand- 
ed and modernised logrslical system supporting the 
rapidly growing expeditionary force in ihc Suuih. 
So. despite vimc ncMiihle Southern gains, as in Ihe 
Seven Mountains of Chan Due and the Tri Phop. 
and in Svay Rtcng Province nf Cambodia, the 
South'* defenses around major population centers 
eventually became the forward line of contact. 

As ouiposi.s fell, ihe armed forces of South Viet- 
nam benefited in that there were fewer demands 
placed upon strained logistical and tactical re- 
sources. On Ihe olher hand, the resource* thus freed 
were insufficient to build up significant reserve*. 
Fhr compression of Souih Vicrnam defenses around 
the population centers also meant that the advan- 
tages of ihe NVA multiplied, lb heavy artillery 
came within range of final objectives, Ms logistical 
system was able t» expand without effective ut«M.-r- 
v:luoii or iiiicrl'crence. and strategic options tn- 
CfCllcd It enjoyed the decisive advantage of the 
ability to mas*, with considerable surpme, over- 
whelming combat power against strategic objective 
areas This essentially, is vhm happened ot Ban Me 
Tli not 

Vet the outcome could have been different L'nit 
for unit and man for man. Ihe combat forces of 
South Vietnam repeatedly proved themselves supe- 
rior to their adversanev Missing, however, sscrc 
inspired civil and mdtiafy kaderdup ai the highest 
levels and unflagging American moral and material 
support. The required leadership was certainly 
available in the South Vietnamese armed Ioilvv hui 
il wu not allowed io surface and take charge in 
enough situations. The United States might conceiv- 
ably have responded consisiiMitls and more gener- 
ously had the South Vietnamese been able to dem- 
onstrate conclusively the validity of their cause 
through Ixmeliccrii jnd sel f -sacrificing leadership at 
ihe lop. But convincing reforms were needed -n 
South Vietnam long before ihe cease-fire of January 
m order to have reversed ihc nmrncniuni of 
decreasing American support. 

Lesi the impression be Irfl that ihe civil and 
military leadership in North Vietnam was morally 
superior to thai of the South nr thai ihe cuixens of 
North Vietnam enjoyed greater freedoms, one need 
only look at the events that have transpired in Ihe 
South since May 1975. Even in embattled South 
Vietnam, ihe citizenry largely went about us private 

affairs without inlerrupliiiu ot governmental rhler- 
ferencc, and the rule of taw was preserved. But 
wliai was missing was a national leader of great 
stature and strength who was commuted to personal 
sacrifice, willing to gel tough with inepl or corrupt 
subordinates, and able 10 rally the support he would 
need to stay in office. Such a man did not emerge. 
But even without strong leadership, substantial 
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American support fat an indcfimic [TcruxJ Mould ably n>uld have produced ihc leadership 1c irutLtulc 
have nude 1 he difference Given more time, ■ new the internal reforms so badly needed, 
generation of younger South VjeUjiun leader* prob- 
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